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PREFACE. 

Among all the sea-tales that the last twenty years 
have produced, we know of none in which the evolu- 
tions of fleets have formed any material feature. The 
world has many admirably drawn scones, in which 
pictures of the manffiin res of single ships, and exqui- 
sitrj touches of nautical character, have abounded; but 
every writer of romance appears to have car<'fu!lv 
iibstaliniii from dealing with the profession on a large 
scale. We have refrained ourselves from att.i:mp(.in<; 
such a subject, partly from a certain consciousness of 
;!ii.'.(;ji!p!:ieney ; but more, perhaps, from a desire, in 
writing of ships, to write as much as possible under 
that Dag to which we have been accustomed, and to 
which we properly belong. We would openly and 
loudly condemn the maudlin patriotism that is sensi- 
tive about the honour of cats and doss : that fancies 
it nationality to extol inferior things, merely because 
(.hey happen to be our 'own ; that sets up the extrava- 
gant doctrine — one so new in the annals of literature 
as to find its only apology in the poor explanation of 
a miserable provincialism — that vice, folly, vulgarity 
and ignorance should not be rebuked because tliey 
.nappen to be American vice, folly, vulgarity and ign« 
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ranee — the best possible reason why they ought to be 
rebuked "by all Jhnericcm pens; and which reverses (he 
libiii-iiily of Domitian, who tolerated even Juvenal, 
while ho confined himself to satire on the public at 
large, and banished him from Rome, when he de- 
scended to privaio calumny. The idea, too, that works 
of fiction must be written solely in reference to the 
country of one's birth, is another provincial prejudice, 
tiiat could not exist in a nation of confirmed character 
and enlarged views; for which we entertain as little 
reverence, as for the indiscriminate property -commen- 
dation just mentioned; but, our own feelings may fairly 
lie adduced a;- a motive fordoing that which, after a!!, 
must more or less depend on a writer's personal inclina- 
tions. We had a wish to attempt these pictures, and 
the disposition is a tolerably safe guide in matters of 
the imagination. 

Nevertheless, the American who would fain write 
about fleets, must be content to desert the fiag. Ais 
American fleet never yet assembled. The republic 
possesses the materials for collecting such a phenome- 
non, but has ever seemed to be wanting in the will. 
A strange arid dangerous reluctance to create even the 
military rank that is indispensable to the exercise of a 
due authority over such a force, has existed in the 
councils of the state ; and had the name of this work 
been " The One Admiral," instead of " The Two Ad- 
mirals," we should have been driven abroad in quest 
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of a hero for our tale. The legislators of the country 
apparently expect men will perform miracles without 
the inducements which usually influence! human beings 
to perform any thing. How long such a policy can 
safely be adhered to, remains to be demonstrated. 

While we assert our own independence, however, 
by claiming a right to select such scenes for our tales 
as may best meet our own impulses, we are ready 
enough to admit that, in this instance, we should 
gladly have selected the national flag to sail under, 
had the thing come within even the limits of ficti- 
tious probabilities. If not actually " native and to 
the manner horn," we are certainly, in this particu- 
lar, " to the manner bred," and confess our decided 
preference to the stars and stripes (tasteless as may 
be the emblems to the instructed eye) over the broad 
white field and George's cross of the noble English 
ensign ; — the spotless banner of France, as it existed 
at the period of our tale, or that most beautiful of all 
tins ensigns that wave at the gaff-end, the tri-r.olor of 
our own time. Whenever tbo national councils shall 
give us admirals and fleets to write about, it will be 
our delight to aid, in our own humble way, in attempt- 
ing to illustrate their deeds. Still, the colonists may 
claim an interest in all the renown of England which 
was earned previously to 1775; and we leave their 
descendants to dispute with the present possessors of 
the mother country, what portion of the fame earned 
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by Oakrs mid Bluewater shall properly fall to trie 
share of each- By applying to our domestic pub- 
lishers, J.i'ii &l Iifanchai'd of I'hiiadclphirt, the Ameri- 
can- can obtain all the evidence we possess on the 
subject; and, I'or the convenience of the English, Mr. 
Kich;n'd lienlley, of Xew Burlington street, London, is 
furnished with duplicates of every particle of authority 
on which this legend is founded. We beg the gentle- 
men connected with these two great publishing-houses, 
not to be backward or reluctant on the occasion ; but 
to communicate freely whatever they may happen to 
know, to all applicants; and more especially to the 
critics, a class of writers who, in general, are singu- 
larly assisted by the aid of a little knowledge of the 
subjects on which they treat. 

We hope the reader will do us the justice to regard the 
Two Admirals as a sett-story, and not as a /one-story. 
Our Admirals are our heroes; and, as there are two 
of them, those who are particularly fastidious on such 
subjects, are quite welcome to term one the heroine, 
if they see fit. We entertain no niggardly love of 
exclusion, on this head, and leave the selection entirely 
to themselves. 

With these brief explanations, we launch our fleets; 
cotnin.itt.ing them to the winds and waves of public 
opinion, which are not unfrequently as boisterous and 
adverse as those of the ocean, and sometimes quite as 
capricious. 
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THE TWO ADMIRALS. 



CHAPTER I. 



"Then, if be ivero my l.o.tbur';!, 
My brother iniirh! mil. nlaim him : nur your fattier, 
linilio- li,..l:i.! ol'iiis, nfuai! ]ii:ii; This c.uiinhnlcs — 
My iiniinn kihi did <_« I your liiUtcr's heir; 
Your father's heir must have your lather's land." 

King John, 

The events we are about to relate, occurred near thr 
middle of the hi*', century, previously oven to that strug- 
gle, which it is the fashion of America to call " the old 
French War." The opening scene of our talc, however, 
must be sought in the other hemisphere, ami on the coast of 
the mother country. In the middle of the eighteenth cen- 
tury, the American colonies were models of loyalty ; the very 
war, to which there hns just, been allusion, causing the great 
expenditure that induced the ministry to have recourse to 
the system of taxation, which terminated in the revolution. 
The family quarrel h:ul not yet commenced. Intensely oc- 
cupied with the conflict, which terminated not more glori- 
ously for the British arms, Ihim ndv'tmUigeously for the 
British American possessions, the inhabitants of the pro- 
vinces were perhaps never better disposed to the metropoli- 
tan slate:, thfin at the very period of which we are about to 
write. All their early predilections seemed to bo gaining 
strength, instead of becoming weaker: and, as in nature, 
the calm is hnown to succeed the tempest, the blind attach- 
ment, of the colony iotbe parent country, was but a precursor 
of the alienation and violent disunion thai wore so soon to 
follow. 

Although the superiority of the English seaman was well 
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14 THE TWO ADMIRALS. 

established, in tho conflicts that tool; place between the year 
1740, and that of 1703, the naval warfare of the period by 
no means possessor! tho vi:ry decided character with which 
it became stamped, a quarter of a century later. In our 
own times, the British trisjrino appears to have improved in 
quality, as its enemies' de'eriorated. In the year 1812, how- 
ever, " Greek met Creek," when, of a verity, came " trm 
tug of war.'' The great, change that came over the other 
navicsofEurope,«'as merely a consequence of the revolutions, 
which drove experienced men into exile, and which, ljy ren- 
dering armies all-imporlant even to the existence of the dif- 
ferent states, threw nautical enter] irises into the shade, and 
gave an engrossing direction to courage and talent, in an- 
other quarter. While Franco was struggling, first for inde- 
pendente, and next for the mastery of the continent, a 
marine was a secondary object; for Vienna, Berlin, and 
Moscow, were as easily entered without, as with its aid. 
To these, and o"her similar causes, must be referred the ex. 
planation of tho seeming invincibility of the English arms al 
sea, during the late great eon diets of Europe; an invincibility 
that was more apparent than real, however, as many well 
established defeats were, even then, intermingled with her 
thousand victories. 

From the time when her numbers could furnish succour 
of this nature, down to tho day of separation, America had 
her full share in the exploits of the English marine. The 
gentry of the colonies wiilin'jly placed their sons in the 
royal navy, and many a bit of square bunting has beet) 
dying at the royal- mast -heads of King's ships, in the nine- 
teenth century, as the distinguishing symbols of fag-oiheers, 
who had to look for their birth-places among ourselves. In 
the course of a checkered life, in which we have been brought 
in collision with as great a diversity of rank, professions, and 
characters, as often falls to the lot of any one individual, we 
have been thrown into contact wi'.h no less than eight Eng- 
lish admirals, of American birth; while, it has never yet 
been our good fortune to meet wi!h a countryman, who has 
had this rank bestowed on him by his own government. On 
one occasion, an Englishman, who had filled the highest 
civil office connected with the murine of his nation, observed 
to us, that the only man he then knew, iu the British navy, in 
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THE TWO ADMIRALS. 15 

whom he should led an entire eon (ink: nee in entrusting an 
important command, was one of these translated admirals ; 
and the thought unavoidably passed through our mind, that 
this favourite ■iMJiiiDiiiiir.le r hud done well in adhering to the 
conventional, in stoi.fi oi'r.f ngiug to his natural allegiance, in- 
asmuch as he might have toiled for half-a-cenlury, in the 
service of his native laud, and been rewarded with a rank 
that would merely put him on a level with a colonel in the 
army! How much longer this short-sighted policy, and 
grievous injustice, are to continue, no man can say; but it 
is safe to believe, that it is to last until some legislator of 
influence learn the simple truth, thai ihc fancied reluctance 
of popular constituencies lodo right, oiiener exists in the ap- 
prehensions of theii' representatives, than in reality.— But to 
our tale. 

England enjoys a wide-spread reputation for her fogs ; 
but little do they know how much a log may add to natural 
scenery, who never witnessed i's magical effects, as it has 
caused a beautiful landscape toeorpietl.e wi'.li the eye, in play- 
ful and capricious changes. Our opening scene is in one of 
these much derided l%s; though, lei it always be remembered, 
it was a fog of June, and not of November. On a high head- 
land of the coast ef Devonshire, stood a little station -ho use, 
which had been erected with a view to communicate, by sig- 
nals, with the shipping, that sometimes lay a( anchor in an ad- 
jacent roadstead. A little in'aud, was a village, or hamlet, 
that it suits our purposes to call Wychecomhe; and at no 
great distance from the hamlet, itself, surrounded, by a small 
park, stood a house of the ago of Henry VII. , which was 
the abode of Sir Wyelicrly W vehecombe, a baronet of the 
creation of King .lames I., and lite possessor of an improve- 
able estate of some three or four thousand a year, which 
had been transmitted to him, through a line of ancestors, 
(hat ascended as fur back us the time of the Plantagenets. 
Neither Wychecomhe, nor the head-land, nor the anchor* 
nge, was a place of note; for much larger and more favoured 
hamlets, villages, and towns, lay scattered about that fine 
portion of England ; much better roadsteads and bays could 
generally be used by '.:iu coming or the'parting vessel; and 
far more important signal-stations were to be met with, all 
along that coast. Nevertheless, the roadstead was catered 
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lfl TI1E TWO ADMIRALS. 

when calms or adverse winds rendered it expedient ; the 
hamlet had its conveniences., and, like most English ham- 
lets, its beauties; and the Hall ami park were not without 
their claims to state and rural magnificence. A century 
since,, whatever the table of precedency, or Blackstone may 
say, an English baronet, particularly one of the date of 
1011, was a math greater perforin ye than he is to-day; and 
an estate of £11)00 a year, more especially if not rack- 
rented, was of an extent, anil neeessnrily of a local conse- 
quence, equal to one of near, or quite three times the same 
amount, in our own day. Sir Wyeherly, however, enjoyed 
an advantage that was of still greater importance, and which 
was more common in 1745, than at the present moment. 
He had no rival within fifteen miles of htm, and the nearest 
potentate was a nobleman of a rank and fortune that put 
all competition out of the quest ion ; one who dwelt in courts, 
the favourite of kings ; leaving the baronet, as it might bo, 
in undisturbed enjoyment of all the local homage. Sir 
Wyeherly had once heen a member of Parliament, and only 
once. In his youth, he had been a fox-hunter; and a small 
property in. Yorkshire had long been in the family, as a 
sort of foot-hold on sneh enjoyments ; but having- broken a 
leg, in one of his leaps, be bad taken refuge against ennui, 
by sitting a single session in the House of Commons, as the 
member of a borough that lay adjacent to his hunting-box. 
This session sufficed for his whole lite; the good baronet 
having taken the matter so literally, as to make it a point to 
be present at all the si'tings ; a sort of tax on his time, which, 
as it came wholly unaccompanied by profit, was very likely 
soon, to tire out the patience of an old fox-hunter. Allot 
resigning his seat, he retired altogether to Wychecombe, 
where he had passed the last (illy years, extolling England, 
and most especially that prirt of it in which his own estates 
lay; in; abusing the French, with occasional innuendoes 
against Spain and Holland; and in eating and drinking. 
He had never travelled ; for, though Kuglishmen of his sta- 
tion often did visit the continent, a century ago, they oftencr 
did not. It was the courtly and the noble, who then chiefly 
took this means of improving their minds and manners ; a 
class, to which a baronet by no means belonged, ex officio. 
To conclude, Sir Wyeherly was now eighty-four; hale, 
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TUB TWO ADMIRALS. 17 

heart}, and a bachelor. He had been born the oldest of 
five brother!;; the oadel.s taking refuge, .is usual, in the 
Inns of court, the church, tin; army, and the navy ; and pre- 
cisely in the order named. The lawyer had actually risen 
to be a judge, by the s'.ylo and appellation of Baron Wycho- 
combe; had three i.llegkiir.tite children by his housekeeper, 
and died, leaving to Ihe eldest thereof, ii.il his professional 
earnings, otter buying commissions fbr the two younger in 
the army. The divine broke his neck, while yet. a curate, 
in a fox-hunt;, dyiiiif unmarried, and, so far as is generally 
known, childless. This was Sir Wyeberly's favourite bro- 
ther ; who, he was accustomed to say, " lost his life, in set- 
ting an example of field sport:-, to In-; parishioners." The 
soldier was fairly killed in haltle, h-il'iire he was twenty ; and 
the name of the sailor suddenly disappeared from the list of 
His Majesty's lieutenants, about half-a-century before the 
time when our tale opens, by shipwreck. Between the 
sailor and the head of the family, however, there had been 
no great sympathy; in consequence, as it was rumoured, of 
a certain beauty's preference lor the latter, though (his pre- 
ference produced no sinks, inasmuch as the lady died a 
maid. Mr. Gregory Wychecombe, the lieutenant m ques- 
tion, was what is termed a " wild boy;" and it was the 
general impression, when his pare, its sent him to sea, that 
the ocean would now meet with its match. The hopes of 
the family centred in the judge, after the death of the curate ; 
and it was a great cause of rogref, to those who took an in- 
terest in its perpetuity and renown, that this dignitary did 
not many; since the premature death of till the other sons 
had left the hall, park, and goodly firm*, without any known 
legal heir. In a word, this branch of Ihe family of Wyche- 
combe would be extinct, when Sir Wvc.herly died, and the 
entail become useless. Not a female inheritor, even, or a 
male inheritor through ".ma Ira, could he traced ; and it had 
become imperative on Sir VV'yehorly lo make a will, lest the 
property should go of™, the Lord knew where ; or, what was 
worse, it should escheat. It is true, Tom Wychecombe, the 
judge's eldest son, often gave dark hints about a secret, and 
a timely marriage between his parents, a (act that would 
have superseded the necessity for al! devises, as the property 
wa? strictly tied up, so far as the lineal descendants of a cer 
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tain old Sir Wycherlv wore eoneerned : but the present Sil 
Wycherly had peon his brother, in his Inst illness, on which 
occasion, the following conversation had taken place. 

"And now, brother Thomas," said the baronet, in a 
friend! v and (.'(uisi.iliiU;' miin nor ; " having, as one may say, 
prepared your soul for heaven, by these prayers arid ad- 
missions of your sin?, a word may be prudently said, con- 
cerning the affairs of this world. You know I am childless 
— that is to say, — ■" 

"I understand yon, Wycherly," interrupted the dying 
man, " vol; 'res a bachelor." 

"That's it, Thomas ; and bachelor; ov.sild not to have 
children. Had our poor brother James reaped that mishap, 
he might have been sitting at your bed-side, at this moment, 
and he could have told us all about it. St.. James, I used to 
call him; and well did ho deserve the name!" 

" St. James the least, then, it must have been, Wycherly." 

" It 's a dreadful thing to have no heir, Thomas! Did you 
ever know a case in your praeliee, in which another estate 
was left so completely without an heir, as this of ours V 

"It does not often happen, brother; heirs are usually 
more abundant than estates." 

" So I thought. Will the king get the title, as well as the 
estate, brother, ifit should esehoat, as you call it?" 

"Being the fountain of honour, he will be rather indif- 
ferent a.bout the baronetcy." 

" T should care less, if it went to the next sovereign, who 
is English born. Wyebecombe has always belonged td 
Englishmen !" 

" That it has ; and ever will, I trust. You have only to 
select an heir, when I am yr>rie, and by making a will, with 
proper devices, (he nropoi-ry will not escheat. ISe. careful to 
use the full terms of perpetuity." 

"Every thing was so comfortable, brother, lvhilc you 
were in health," said Sir Wyehetly, fidgeting; "you were 
my natural heir — " 

" Heir of entail," interrupted (he judge. 

" Well, well, heir, at all events : and that was a prodi- 
gious comfort to a man like myself, who has a sort of reli- 
gious scruples about making a will. I have heard it whis- 
kered, that you were actually married to Martha ; in which 
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Villi TWO ADIIlljALS. 10 

case, Tom might drop into our shoes, so readily, without 
any more signing and sealing." 

" Afdius nullws," letui'iied i.lie other, too conscientious to 
lend himself to a doeeption of that nature. 

" Why, brother, Tom often seems to me to favour such 
un idea, himself." 

" No wonder, Wythci'ly, for the idea would greatly fa- 
vour him. Tom, and his brothers, are all Jilii nullorum, 
God forgive me, for that same wrong." 

" I wonder neither Charles, nor Gregory, thought of mar- 
rying, before they b:;l (heir lives fur their king and country," 
put In Sir Wychetly, in an upbraiding tone, as if he thought 
his penniless brethren hail done him an injury, in negleciing 
to supply him with an heir, though he hu.\ been so forgetful 
himself, of the same great duty. " I did think of bringing 
in a bill, for providing heirs for unmarried persons, without 
the trouble and ros'i-oiislhility of making wills." 

" That would have been u grout, improvement on the law 
of descents — I hope you wouldn't have overlooked the an- 
cestors." 

"Not I— everybody would have got his rights. They 
tell me poor Charles never spoke after ho was shot ; hut J 
dare say, did we know the truth, he regretted sincerely that 
be never married." 

"There, for once, Wydier'y, 1 think you are likely to be 
wrong. AJemvte sole v.iiiiou; food, is raiher a helpless sort 

"Well, well, I wish he had married. What would it 

have been lo me, had he left a dozen widows." 

"It might have raised some awkward questions as to 
dowry; and if each left a son, the title and estates would 
have been worse oil* than they are at present, without 
widows, or legitimate children." 

" Any thing would be better than having no- heir. . I be- 
lieve 1 'm the first baronet of Wychecombe, who has been 
obliged to make a will |" 

" Quite likely," returned the brother, drily j " I remem- 
ber to have got nothing from the last one, in that way. 
Charles and Gregory fared no better. Never mind, Wy. 
cherly, you behaved like a father to us all." 

" I don't mind signing cheques, in the least ; hut the wills 
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have an irreligious appearance, iti my eyes. There are n 
good rriuny Wycheeombes, in England ; 1 wonder some of 
them are not oi' our family ! They tell rae a hundredth 
cousin is just as good an heir, as a iirsi-born son." 

"Failing nearer of kin. But we have no hundredth 
cousins of the whole blood." 

"There are the Wyehi-eombes of Survey, brother Tho- 

" Descended from a bastard of the second baronet, and 
out of the line of descent, altogether." 

"But the Wyebeeombes of Hertfordshire, I have always 
heard were of om' ilsmily, and legitimate." ■ 

" True, as regards matrimony — rather too much of it, by 
the way. They branched oil' in 1-1H7, long before the crea- 
tion, and have nothing to do with the email ; the first of 
their line coming from old Sir ^fidiael Wychecombe, Kt 
and Sheriff of ..Devonshire, by his second wife Margery, 
while we are derived from the same mule ancestor, through 
Wycherly, the only son by .loan, the lirsl wife. Wycherly, 
and Michael, the son of Michael and Margery, were of the 
half-blood, as respec's ca:'ii other, and «>!< d not be heirs of 
blood. What was 'rue of the ancestors, is true of the de- 



" But we came of the same ancestor, and the estate is 
far older than 1487." 

"Quite true, brother; nevertheless, the half-blood can't 
take : so says the per feet ion of human reason." 

" I never could underhand Shese nicerios of the law," said 
Sir Wycherly, sighing ; " but I suppose they are all right. 
There are so many VVyehecombes scattered about England, 
(hat I should think some one among them all, might be my 

" Every man of them bears a bar in his arms, or is of (ho 
half-blood." 

" You arc quite sure, brother, that Tom is a filius nul- 
lum 1" for the biiront:!. bad forgolten most of the little Latin 
he ever knew, and translated this legal phrase into " no 
son." 

" Filius millliin, Sir Wycherly, the son of nobody ; your 
reading would literally make Tom, nobody, whereas, he is 
only the son of nobody." 
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'* But, brother, lie is your son, and as like you, as two 

hounds of !he same litter." 

"I am nullus, in the eye of the law, as regards pooi 
Torn ; who, until Ik; marries, and has children of his own, 
is altogether without legal kindred. Nor do I know that 
li-jiliin'iry would make Torn any better; for he is presuming 
and confident enough lor tlio heir apparent to the ihroue, as 
it ia." 

" Well, there's this young sailor, who has been so much 
at the station lately, since he was left ashore for the cure of 
his wounds. 'T is. ;i most gallant lad ; and the First Lord 
has sent him a commission, as a reward for his good con- 
duct, in cutting out the Frenchman, I look upon him as a 
credit to the name ; and 1 make no quest ion he is, some way 
or other, of our family," 

" Does he claim to he so :'" asked the judge, a little quickly, 
for he distrusted men in genu ml, and thought, from all he 
had heard, that some aliompt might have been made to prac- 
tise on his brother's simplicity. " 1 thought you told me 
that he came from the American colonies?" 

" So he does ; he's a native of Virginia, as was his father 
before him." 

" A convict, perhaps ; or a servant, quite likely, who has 
found the name of his former master, more to his liking 
than his own. Such filings are common, they toil me, be- 
yond seas." 

" Yes, if he were anything but an American, I might wish 
he were my heir," returned Sir Wycherly, in a melancholy 
tone ; " but it would be worse than to let the lands escheat, 
as you call it, to place an American in possession of Wyche- 
"combe. The manors have always had F.nglisn owners 
down to the present moment, thank God !" 

" Should they have any other, it will be your own fault, 
Wycherly. When I am dead, and that will happen ere 
many weeks, the human being will not be living, who can 
take that property, alter your demise, in ;sny other mannei 
than by escheat, or by devise. There will then be neithei 
heir of entail, nor heir at law; and you may make whom 
you please, master of Wychecombe, provided he be not an 
alien." 
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" Not an American, I suppose, brother ; an American ig 

" Humph ! — why, not in law, whatever he may be accord- 
ing to our English notions. Harkee, brother Wycherly ; 
I 've never asked yon, or wished you lo leave the estate to 
Tom, or his younger brothers; (or one, and all, are filii 
hi.iU'.ri-tiin. — 7i% I term 'em, though my brother Record will 
have it, it ought to be Jilii mdllii.i, as well as Jilius nullius. 
Let that he as it may ; no bastard should lord it at Wyche- 
combe; and rather ilum !he k itii;- should gel the lands, to be- 
stow on some favourite, 1 would give it to the half-blood." 

" Can that be done without making a will, brother The 

" It cannot, Sir Wvehei'ly ; nor with a will, so long as an 
heir of entail can bo found." 

" Is there no way of making Tom & jtlivs somebody, so 
(hat he can succeed V* 

" Not under our laws. By the civil law, such a thing 
might have been done, and by tin: Scotch law ; but not under 
the perfection of reason." 

" I wish you knew f lily yonm; \ ini:;ii-in ! The lad bears 
both of my ljamr^, Wycherly Wyehecombe." 

"He is not a filing Wycherly — is lie, baronet V 

" Fie upon thee, broi her Thomas ! Do you think I have 
less candour than thyself, that I would not acknowledge my 
own Itcsh and blood. I never saw the youngster, until 
within the last sis months, when he was landed from the 
roadslead, and brought to Wyehecombe, to he cured of bis 
wounds ; nor ever heard of him before. When they told 
me his name was Wycherly Wyehecombe, I could do no 
less than call and see him. The poor fellow lay at death's 
door for a fortnight ; and it was while we bad little or no 
hope of savins him, that I got the lev,' family anecdotes from 
him. Now, that would be good evidence in law, I believe, 
Thomas." 

" For certain things, hud (ho lad really died. Surviving, 
he must be beard on 'bis voire dire, and under oath. But 
what was his tale?" 

" A very short one. He told me his father was a Wy- 
cherly Wyehecombe, and that his grandfather had been a 
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Virginia planter This was nil ho seemed to know of his 
ancestry." 

" And probably all there was of them. My Tom is not 
the only Jilius nvlliui; thai has been among us, and this 
grandfather, if ho hits not actually stolen -he name, has got 
it by these doubtful means. As for the Wychcrly, it should 
pass for nothing. Learning that there is a line of baronets 
of this name, every pretender to thf- family would be apt to 
call a son Wycherly." 

"The line will shortly he ended, brother," returned Sir 
Wycherly, sighing. " I wish you might be mistaken ; and, 
after all, Tom shouldn't prove to be that films yoti call 

Mr. Baron Wychecombe, as much from esprit de corps 
as from moral principle, was a man of strict integrity, in 
all things that related Id m.at/n and Ilium. He was particul- 
arly rigid in his notions c^uceniing the transmission of 
real estate, and the rights of primogeniture. The world had 
taken little interest in the private history of a lawyer, and 
his sons having been horn before his elevation to the bench, 
he passed with the public for a widower, with a family of 
promising beys. Not one in a hundred of his acquaintances 
even, suspected the fact ; and nothing would have been easier 
for him, than to have imposed on his bother, by inducing 
him to make a will undoi' some legal mystification or other, 
and to have caused Tom Wycbeeombe to succeed to the 
property in question, by tut indisputable title. There would 
have been no great diiiieuliy oven, in his son's assuming 
and maintaining his right to the baronetcy, inasmuch as 
there would be no competitor, and the crown officers were 
no! particularly rigid in inquiring into the claims of those 
who assumed a tide that brought with it no political privi- 
leges. Still, be was far from indulging in any such project. 
To him it appeared that i he Wycbeeombe estate ought to go 
with the principles that usuahy governed such matters; and, 
although he submitted to the dictum of the common law, as 
regarded the provision which excluded the half-blood from 
inheriting, with the deference of an English common-law 
lawyer, he saw and felt, that, lid: log the direct line, Wycbe- 
eombe ought to revert to the descendants of Sir Michael by 
Ids second son, for the plain reason that they were just as 
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much derived from ihe person w]io had acquired the estate, 
as his brother Wycherly ;uid himself. Had there been de- 
scendants of ft: males, even, to interfere, no such opinion 
would have existed ; hut, as between an escheat, or a devise 
in favour of ajUius nulling, or of the descendant oi' afllim 
nullitis, the half-blood possessed every possible advantage. 
In his legal eyes, legitimacy was everything, although ho 
had not hesitated tu be the means of bringing into the world 
seven illegitimate children, that being the precise number 
Martha had the credit of having borne him, though three 
only survived. After refleefing a moment, therefore, he 
turned to the baronet, and addressed him more seriously 
than he had yet done, in the present dialogue ; first taking a 
draught of cordiid to give iiim strength for the oecasion. 

" Listen to me, brother Wycherly," said the judge, with 
a gravily that at once caught the a'leulion of the other. 
" You know something of the fuiiiily h's'.ery, and I need do 
no more than allude to it. Our ancestors were [be kniglr.ly 
possessors of Wyehecombe, centuries before K;ng .'.sines 
establishe.d the rank of baronet. When our great-grued- 
falher, Sir Wycherly, accepted ihe patent of lull, he 
scai-cely did himself honour; for, by aspiring higher, he 
might have got a peerage. However, a baronet he became, 
and for the first lime since Wyeiiecombo was Wychecombe, 
[he estate was entailed, lo do credit to the new rank. Now, 
the first Sir Wycherly had three sons, and no daughter. 
Each of these sons succeeded ; the two eldest as bachelors, 
and the youngest was our grandfather. Sir Thomas, the 
fourth baronet, left an only child. Wycherly, our father. 
Sir Wycherly, our father, had five sons, Wycherly his suc- 
cessor, yourself, and the sislh baronet; myself; James; 
Charles ; and Gregory, Tames broke bis neck at your side, 
The two last lost their lives in the king's service, unmarried ; 
and neither you, nor J, have entered into (he holy stato of 
matrimony. I cannot survive a month, and the hopes of 
perpetuating (he direct line of the [amiiy, rest with your- 
self. This accounts for all the descendants of Sir Wy 
cherly, the first baronet : and it also settles the question of 
heirs of entail, of whom there are none after myself To 
go back beyond the time of King .lames I. : Twice did the 
elder lines of the W yebeeombed ihil, between the. reign of 
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Sing Richard II. and King Henry VII., when Sir Michael 
succeeded. Wow, in each of those cases, the law disposed 
of the succession; the youngest brunches of the family, in 
both instances, getting the estate. It follows that agreeably 
to legal decisions had at the lime, when the (acts must have 
been known, that the W'yehecombes were reduced to these 
younger lines. Sir Michael had two wives. Prom the 
first we are derived — from the last, the Wychecombes of 
Hertfordshire— since known as baronoJs of that county, by 
[lie style and title of Kir Reginald V\'yi: become of Wyche- 
combe-Rcgis, Herts." 

"The present Kir Reginald can have no claim, being of 
the half-blood," put in Si: Wycherly, with a brevity of man- 
ner that denoted feeling. " The half-blood is as bad as a 
miUitis, iv-i you call Tom." 

" Not quite. A person of the half-blood is as legitimate 
as the king's majesty ; whereas, a nullius is of no blood. 
Now, suppose for a moment, Kir "YVvcherly, that you had 
been a sen by a. iirst wire, and 1 had been a sen by a second 
— would there have been no relationship between us?" 

" What a question, Tom, to put to your own brother !" 

"But I should not be your men brother, my good sir; 
only your half brother; of the half, and not of the whole 
blood." 

"What of that— what of that?— your father would have 
been my father — we would liave had the same name — the 
same family history — (lie same family feelings — poh ! poh ! 
— we should have been both Wychecombes, exactly as we 

" Quite true, and yet 1 could not have been your heir, nor 
you mine. The estate would escheat to the king, Hanove- 
rian or Scotchman, before it came: to me. Indeed, to me it 

" Thomas, you are trilling ivitli my ignorance, and making 
matters worse than they really are. Certainly, as long aa 
you lived, you would be mj) heir !" 

" Very true, as to the £20,000 in the Hinds, hut not as to 
the baronetcy and Wyehecombe. So far as the two last 
are concerned, I am heir of blood, and of entail, of the body 
of" Sir Wycherly Wychxomhc, the first baronet, and the 
maker of the entail." 
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" Had there been no entail, and had I died a child, who 
would have succeeded our IVithov, supposing there had been 
two mothers?" 

" I, as the nest surviving son.'' 

"There! — I knew it must Ik; so '." exclaimed Sir Wy. 
cherly, in triumph ; " and all this lime yon have been joking 
with me!" 

" Not so fas!, brother of mine — not so fast. I should bo 
of the whole blood, as respected our father, and all the 
Wycbecombes that have gone before him; but of the half 
blood, as respected you. From our father I might have 
taken, as his heir-at-law : but from you, never, having been 
of ihe half-blood." 

"I would have made a will, in that case, Thomas, and 
left you every farthing." said Sir Wycherly, with feeling. 

" That is just what I wish you to do with Sir Reginald 
Wychecombe. You must take him; ;t jilias nullius, in the 
person of my son Tom ; a stranger ; or let the property es- 
cheat; for, we are so peculiarly placed as not lo have a 
known relative, by either the male or female lines; the ma- 
ternal ancestors buiii^ just as barren of heirs as the paternal. 
Our L'ood mother was the natural daughter of the third 
Earl of Prolific ; our grandmother was the last of her race, 
so tar as human ken can discover ; our <*rea(-;.o'amhnoiher 
is said to have had semi-royal blood in her veins, without 
the aid of the church, and beyond that it would be hopeless 
to attempt tracing consanguinity oil that side of the house. 
No, Wycherly ; it is Sir Reginald who has the best right to 
the land ; Tom, or one of his brothers, an utter stranger, or 
Mis Majesty, follow. Remember that estates of £4000 a 
year, don't oil en escheat, now-a-days." 

" If you'll draw up a will, brother, 1 'II leave it all to 
Tom," cried the baronet, with sudden energy. " Nothing 
need be said about the millivs ; and when I 'm gone, he '11 
step quietly into my place." 

Nature triumphed a moment in the bosom of the father ; 
hut habit, and the stem sense of right, soon overcame the 
feeling. Perhaps certain doubts, and a knowledge of his 
son's real character, contributed their share towards the 
reply. 

" It ought not to be, Sir VVyebcrly," returned the judge, 
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musing, "Tom lias no right to Wyehecombe, and Sil 
Reginald has the host moral rig'iii po^si-ilo, though the law 
cuts him off. ■ Had fciir Michael made tlie entail, instead of 
our g real- g rand father, he would have come in, as a matter 
of course." 

" I never liked Sir Reginald Wychecombe," said the 
baronet, stubbornly. 

" What of that 1 — He wi!l not trouble you while living, 
and when dead it will be all the same. Come — come — I 
will draw the will myself; leaving blanks for the name j and 
when it isonee (lone, you will sign it, cheerfully. It is the last 
legal act I shall ever perform, and it will be a suitable one, 
death being constantly before me." 

This ended the dialogue. The will was drawn accord- 
ing to. promise; Sir Wydicrly took it to his room to read, 
carefully inserted the name of Tom Wychecombe in all the 
blank spaces, brought it back, duly executed the instru- 
ment in his 'brother's presence, and then gave the paper to 
his nephew to preserve, with a strong injunction on him to 
keep the secret, until the instrument should have force by 
his own death. Mr. Baron Wychecombe died in six weeks, 
and the baronet returned 1.0 his residence, a sincere mourner 
for the loss of an only brother. A more unfortunate selec- 
tion of an heir could not have been made, as Tom Wyche- 
combe was, in reality, the sou of a barrister in the Temple ; 
the fancied likeness to the Lcputed father existing '}nly in 
the imagination of his credu .nns uncle. 
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CHAPTER II. 

"Mow fuuvl'iil 

\nd dizzy 't is, to east one's eyes so lew ! 

The crows, ami tiiou^'is, i.l ial ivinjr ttie midway air, 

Hangs one (hat gathers sa.ni[>ltiic : droiidi'u! trnd«l" 

Kins Leah. 

This digression on the family of Wydiceombo !ias led U9 
far from the signal-station, the head-land, and the Tog, willi 
which the tale opened. Tin; little dwelling connected with 
the station stood at a Htjoi-f distance from the staff", sheltered, 
by the formation of the ground, from the bleak winds of the 
channel, arid fairly embowered in slimbs and flowers. Il 
was "a humble cottage, that had been ornamented with more 
taste than was usual in England at that day. Its whitened 
walls, thatched roof, picketed garden, and trellised porch, 
bespoke care, and a mental improvement in the inmates, 
thai, were scarcely to he expected in persons so humbly em- 
ployed as the keeper of the signal-staff, and his family. 
All near the house, too, wa.s in the same excellent condition; 
for while the headland itself lay in common, this portion of 
it was enclosed in two or three pretty little fields, that were 
grazed by a single horse, and a couple id' cows. There were 
no hedges, however, the thorn not growing willingly in a. 
situation so exposed ; hat the fields were divided by fences, 
neatly enough made of wood, that declared its own origin, 
having in fact been part of the timbers and planks of a 
wreck. As the whole was whitewashed, it. bad a rustic, ano 
in a climate where the sun is. seldom oppressive, by no means 
a disagreeable appearance. 

The scene with which we desire to cemmence the tale, 
opens about seven o'clock on a July morning. On a bench 
at the foot of the signal-stall', was seated one of a fiame 
that was naturally large and robust, but winch was sensibly 
beginning lo give way, either by age or disease. A glanw 
at the red, bloated face, would suffice to tell a medical man, 
that the habits had more to do with the growing failure of 



-HostecbyGoOgle 



THE TWO ADMIRALS i£H 

the system, than any natural derangement of the physical 
organs. The face loo, was singularly manly, and had once 
been handsome, even; nay, it was not altogether without 
claims to bo so considered still ; though intemperance was 
making sad inroads on its comeliness. This person was 
about fifty years old, and his air, as well as his attire, de- 
noted a mariner; not a common .sun man, nor yet altogether 
an officer ; but one of those of a middle station, who in na- 
vies used to form a class by themselves; being of a rank 
that entitled them to the honours of the quarter-deck, though 
out of the regular line of promotion. In a word, he wore 
the unpretending uniform of a master. A century ago, 
tho dress of the fiwulish naval officer wasexeeedin;;ly sim- 
ple, though more appropriate to the profession perhaps, l.baa 
the more showy attire that has since been introduced. 
iapaulet'es were- not used by any, and the anchor button, 
with the lint that is called navy bi-.'.o, and winch is meant to 
represent the deep hue of the ocean, with white facings, 
composed the priucbal peculiar i'ie* of the dress. The per- 
foil introduced (0 the render, whose name was De'.ton, and 
who was simply the officer in charge of the siL'na'-sLv.i'in, 
had a certain neatness about his well-worn uniform, his 
Sinen, and all of his attire, which showed that some person 
more interested in such matters than one of his habits was 
likely to be, had the care of his wardrobe. In this respect, 
indeed, his appearance whs unexeopliniiahle; and there was 
an air about the whole man which showed that nature, if 
not education, had intended him for something far better 
than the being he actually was. 

Dutton was waiting, at that early hour, to ascertain, as 
(ho veil of mist was raised from the face of the sea, whether 
a sail might be in siiihi, tha.t required of him the execution 
of any of his simple functions. That some one was near 
by, on the bead-land, toe. was quite evident, by the occa- 
sional interchange of speech ; though no person but himself 
wag visible. - The direction of the sounds would seem to in- 
dicate that a man was actually over the brow of the cliff, 
perhaps a hundred feet removed from the seat occupied by 
the master. 

" Recollect the sailor's maxim, Mr. Wychecombe," called 
ait Dutton, in a warning voice ; " one hand for the king, 
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and the other for self! Those dills are ticklish places ; and 
really it does seem •; little nunat'.iral thul ii sea- faring person 
like yourself, shoula ha.ve so great a passion for flowers, as 
to risk his neck in order to make a posy !" 

" Never fear for me;, Mr. Dutton," answered a full, manly 
voice, that one could have sworn issued from the chest of 
youth ; " never fear for mc ; we sailor* are used to hanging 
in the nir." 

''Ay, with good ibvce-stranded ropes to hold on by, young 
gentleman. Now Ills Majesty's government has just made 
you an officer, there is a sort of obligation to take cure of 
your lite, in order that it may be used, and, at need, given 

" Quile true — quite true, Mr. Dutton — so true, [ wonder 
you think it necessary to remind mc of it. I am very grate- 
ful to His Majesty's govern went, and — " 

While speaking the voice seemed to descend, gelling at 
each instant less and less dimmer, tjniil, in tlie end, it became 
quite inaudible. Dutton looked uneasy, for at that instant 
a noise was heard, and then it was quite clear some heavy 
object was falling down the litre of the cliff. Now it was 
that the mariner felt (he want of good nerves, and experi- 
enced the sense of hu miration which accompanied the cots- 
sciousness of having destroyed them by his excesses. H« 
trembled in every limb, and, for Ihe moment, was actually 
unable to rise. A light step at his side, however, drew & 
glance in that direction, and his eve ii.'!! on the form of a 
lovely girl of nineteen, his own daughter, Mildred. 

" i heard you callin;; to some one, lather," said the latter, 
looking wistfully but distrustfully at her parent, as if won- 
dering at his yielding to his infirmity so early in the day, 
" con I be of service to you 1" 

" Poor Wycheeombe?" exehiiur-ai BuLton. "He went over 
the cliff in search of a nosegay to offer to yourself, and — 
and — I fear — greatly fear — " 

" What, father?" demanded Mi'dred, in a voice of horror, 
the rich colour disappearing from a face which it left of the 
hue of death. " No — no — no — he cannot, have fallen." 

Dutton bent his head down, drew a long breath, and then 
seemed to gain more command of his nerves. He was about 
to rise, when the sound '..if a hor~e : s feet was heard, and then 
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Sir Wychetiy Wyoheeomlic, mounted on a quiet pony, rods 
slowly up to the signal-staff. It was a common thing for 
the baronet to appear on thii cliffs early in the morning, but 
it was not usual for him to come unattended. The instant 
her eyes fell on the lino form of the venerable old man, 
Mildred, who seemed l<> know hira well, and to use the fa- 
miliarity of one confident of being a favourite, exclaimed — 

" Oh ! SirWyeberly, how fortunate — where is Richard!" 

" Good morrow, my pretty Miliy," answered the baronet, 
cheerfully ; " fortunate or not, here 1 am, and not a bit flat- 
tered that your first question should he after the groom, in- 
stead of his master. 1 have sent Dick on a message to the 
vicar's. Now my poor brother, the judi^e, is dead and gone, 
I find Mr. Rotherham more and more necessary to me." 

" Oh ! dear Sir Wycherly — Mr. Wychecombe — Lieuten- 
ant V/yt'.hoeomhe, 1 mean — the yoiin^ officer from Virginia 
— bra who was so desperato'y wounded — in whose recovery 
we all took so deep an interest — " 

« Well — what of him, child"' — you sure'y do not mean to 
put him on a level with Mr. liotherham, in the way of reli- 
gious consolation — and, as for anything else, there is no 
.consanguinity between the Wychecombes of Virginia and 
my family. He may lie a jilius niillitts of" the Wyche- 
combes of Wychorombe-iicgis, Herts, but has no connection 
with those oi' Wyi'heeoinbi'-I hill, Devonshire." 

"There— there— the cliff!— the cliff!" added Mildred, 
unable, for the moment, to lie more explicit. 

As the girl pointed toward* l.ho precipice, and looked the 
very image of horror, the ^ood-h^ari.ed old baronet began to 
get some glimpses of the truth ; and, by means of a few words 
with Dulton, soon knew quite as much as his two com- 
panions. Descending from his pony with surprising activity 
tor one of his years, Hir W yoberly was soon on his fee', and 
a sort of confused consultation between the three succeeded. 
Neither liked to approach the did", which was nearly per- 
pendicular at the extremity of [he headland, and was always 
a trial to the nerves of those who shrask from standing on 
the verge of precipices. They stood like persons paralysed, 
until Dulton, ashamed of his weakness, and lecalliug the 
thousand lessons in coolness and courage, he had received 
in bis own manly profession, madn a movement towards ad- 
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vancing to the edge oftheeliff, in order lo ascertain the re-.i 
stale oi' the case. The blood returned to the cheeks of Mil- 
dred, too, and she again ibund a portion of her natural spirit 
raising her courage. 

" Stop, lather," she said, hastily ; " you are infirm, and 
are in a tiemour, at this moment. My head is steadier— let 
me go to the verge oi' the hill, and learn what lias hap- 
pened." 

This was uttered with a forced calmness that deceived hei 
auditors, both of whom, the one from age, and the other 
from shattered nerves, were certainly in no condition to as- 
sume the Ktirin ollico. It required the all-seeing eye, which 
alone can scan the heart, to read ail (he agom/.ed suspense 
with which that young and beautiful creature approached the 
spot, where she might command a view of the whole of the 
side of the fearful deelivii.y, from its giddy summit to the 
base where it was washed iiy the sea. The latter, indeed 
could not literally ho seen from ahove, the waves having so 
far undermined the cliff, as to leave a projection that con- 
cealed the point where the rocks and the water came abso- 
lutely in contact: the upper portion of the weather-worn rocks 
falling a little inwards, so as to leave n ragged surface that 
was sufficiently broken to contain patches of earth, and 
verdure, sprinkled with the (lowers peculiar to such an ex- 
posure. The log, also, intercepted the sight, giving to the 
descent the appearance of a. fathomless abyss. Had the life 
of the most indifferent person been in jeopardy, under tha 
circumstances named, Mildred would have been filled with 
deep awe ; but a gush of tender sensations, which had hith- 
erto been pent in the sacred privacy of her virgin affections 
struggled with natural horror, us slit: trorl lightly on the very 
verge of the declivity, anil cast a timid but eager glance be- 
neath. Then she recoiled a step, raised her hands in alarm, 
and hid her lace, as if to shut out some frightful spectacle. 

By this time, Duflori's practical knowledge and recollec- 
tion had returned. As is common with seamen, whose 
minds contain vivid pictures of (he intricate tracery of their, 
vessel's rigging in the darkest nights, his thoughts had 
flashed athwart all the probable; circumstances, and presented 
a just image of the facts. 

" The boy could not be seen had he absolutely fallen, and 
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were there no fog; for tlic cliff tumbles home, Sir Wy- 
cherly," he said, eagerly, unconsciously using a familiar 
nautical phrase to express his meaning. " He must be cling- 
ing to the side of the precipice, and that, too, above the 
sweb of the rocks." 

Stimulated by a common feeling, the two men now ad- 
vanced hastily to the brow of the hill, and there, indeed, as 
with Mildred herself, a sinde look- suiiicud to leil them the 
whole truth. Young Wychoeomhe, in leaning forward to 
pluck a flower, had pressed so hard upon the bit of rock 
on which a foot rested, as to cause it to break, thereby 
losing his balance. A presence of mind Ihat amounted al- 
most to inspiration, and a high resolution, alone saved him 
from being dashed to pieces. Perceiving the rack to give 
way, he threw himself forward, and alighted on a narrow 
shelf, a few feet beneath the place where he had just stood, 
and at least ten leot removed from if, laterally. The shelf 
on which he alighted was ragged, and but two or three feet 
wide. It would have alibrdeil only a check to his fall, had 
there not fortunately been some shrubs among the rocks 
above it. By these shrubs the young iiian caught, actually 
swinging off in the air, under the impetus of his leap. 
Happily, the shrubs were too well rooted to give way ; and, 
swinging himself round, willi lire address of a sailor, the 
voi.i!hfu[ lieutenant was in-.modiately on his lee!, in compara- 
tive safety. The silence that succeeded whs the consequence 
of the shock he felt, in finding him so .suddenly thrown into 
this perilous situation. The summit of the cliff was now 
about six fathoms above his bead, and the shelf on which ho 
stood, impended over a portion of the cliff that was abso- 
lutely perpendicular, and winch might be said to be out of 
the line of those projections along which he bad so lately 
been idly gathering flowers. It was physically impossible 
for any human bein^ to ex. neate himself from such a situa- 
tion, without assistance This Wychecombe understood ai 
a glance, and he had passed (be !i.:w min'jtes that intervened 
between his fall and the appearance of (he party above him, 
in devising the means necessary to bis liberation. As it 
was, few men, unaccustomed to the giddy elevations of the 
mast, could have mustered a sufficient command of nerve to 
maintain a position on the ledge where he stood. EveD 
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lie could not have continued there, without steadying his 
form by the aid of the bushes. 

As soon as the by. rand, and Thilton got a glimpse of the 
perilous position of young VV'ydiccoink;, each recoiled in 
horror from the sight, as if ioiirli.il of being precipitated on 
top of him. Both, then, actually lay down on the grass, 
and approached the edge of the cliff again, in that humble 
attitude, oven trembling as they lay at length, with their 
chins projecting over the rocks, staring downwards at the 
victim. The young man could see nothing of all this ; for, 
as he stood with his back against the cliff, he had not rooiii 
to turn, with safety, or even to look upwards. Mildred-, 
however, seemed to lose all sense of soli' and of danger, in 
view of the extremity in which the youth beneath was placed. 
She stood on the very verge of (be precipice, and looked 
down with a stead ;ue.-;s and impunity that would have been 
utterly impossible for her to attain under less exciting cir- 
cumstances; even allowing the young man to catch a 
glimpse of her rich locks, as they iiung about her beautiful 
face. 

" For God's sake. Mildred." culled out the youth, " keep 
farther from the cliff — 1 sec you, and we can now hear each 
other without so much risk,"' 

"What can we do to rescue you, TVychecombe?" eagerly 
asked the girl. " Tell me, I entreat you : for Sir Wycherly 
and my father are both unnerved 1" 

" Blessed creature 1 anil you are mindful of my danger ! 
But, be not uneasy. Mil J red ; do as 1 loll you, and all will 
yet be well. I hope you hear and understand what I say, 
dearest girl 1" 

" Perfectly," returned Mildred, nearly choked by the effort 
to be calm. " I hear every syllable— speak on." 

" Go you then to (he signal-halyard? — let one end fly 
ioose, and pull upon the other, until the whole line has come 
down — when that is done, return here, and I will tell you 
more — but, for heaven's sake, keep farther from 'the cliff." 

The thought that the rope, small and frail as it seemed, 
might be of use, flushed on the brain of the girl ; and in a 
moment she was at the stall'. Time and again, when liquor 
incapacitated her father to penbriu his duty, had Mildred 
bent-on, and hoisted the signals for him ; and thus, happily, 
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ehe was expert in the use of the halyards, in a minute she 
had unroye them, ai;d the Ions; lint lay in a little pile at her 
feet. 

" 'Tis done, VVydierly,'' she said, again looking over ths 
cliff; " shall 1 throw you down one end of tlie rope? — but, 
alas ! I have not strength to raise you ; and Sir Wycherly 
and father seem unable l.o assist me 1" 

" Do not hurry yourself, Mildred, and all will be well. 
Go, and put one end of the line around the signal-staff, then 
put the two ends ton-ether, lie tbem in a knot, and drop them 
down over my head. lie earefnl not !o come too near the 
cliff, for—" 

The last injunction was useless, Mildred having flown to 
execute her commission. Her quick mind readily compre- 
hended what was expected of her, and her nimble fingers 
soon performed their task. Tying a knot in the enda 
of the line, she did as desired, and (lie .small rope was soon 
dandmg wi'.hiu reaeh of VVychecombe's ami. It is not easy 
to make a landsman undei'siai'.d the confidence which a 
sailor fuels in a rope. Place but a frail and rotten piece of 
twisted hemp in his hand, and be will risk his person in 
situations from which he would otherwise recoil in dread. 
Accustomed to han^ suspended in ibe air, with ropes only 
for his foothold, or with ropes to grasp with his hand, his 
eye gets an intuitive knowledge of what will sustain him. 
and he unhesitatingly trusts his person to a few seemingly 
slight strands, that, to one i.aipraeirscd, appear wholly un- 
worthy of his conlidence. Signal- halyards are ropes smaller 
than the little finger of a man of any size ; but they are 
usually made with care, and every rope-yarn tells. Wyche- 
combe, too, was aware thut these particular halyards were 
new, for he had a>;si.sled in reeving them himself, only tho 
week before. It was owing lo ibis circumstance that they 
were long enough to reach him ; a large allowance for wear 
and tear having been made in cutting them from tho coil. 
As it was, the ends dropped some twenty feet below the 
ledge on which he stood. 

" All safe, now, Mildred 1" cried the young man, in a 
voice of exultation, the moment his hand caught the two 
ends of the line, which he immediately passed around his 
bodv, beneath the arms, as a precaution against accidents. 
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" All sale, now, dearest giri ; have no further concern about 
me." 

Mildred drew line!;, lor worlds could not have tempted her 
to witness the desperate clibrt that she knew must follow. 
By this time, Sir VV'ychcrly, who had boon an interested 
witness of all that. passed, luuud his voice, and assumed the 
ollico of director. 

" Stop, my young namesake," he eagerly cried, when he 
found that the sailor was about to make an cllorl. to drag hia 
own body up the cliff; "stop; that «£' never do; let But- 
ton and me do that much for you, at least. Wc have seen 
all that has passed and are now able to do something." 

" No — no, Sir Wycherly— on no account touch the hal- 
yards. By hauling them over the top of the rocks you will 
probably cut them, or pari thorn, and (lien I 'm lost, with- 

"Oh! Sir Wycherly ".said Mildred, earnestly, clasping 
her hands together, as if to enlbrce (he request with prayer ; 
" do not — do not touch the line." 

" We had better lot the lad manage the matter in his own 
way," put in Dutton ; " ho in active, resolute, and a seaman, 
and will do better lor himself than I fear wc can do for him. 
He has got a turn round his body, and is tolerably safe 
against any slip, or mishap." 

As the words were littered, the whole three drew back a 
short distance and watched the result, in intense anxiety. 
Dutton, however, so fur recoil eel cd himself, as to take an 
end of the old halyards, which were kept in a chest at the 
foot of the staff, and to make an attempt to stopper together 
the two parts of (he little vope on which the youth depended, 
for should one of the parts of it break, without this precau- 
tion, there was nothing to prevent the halyards from run- 
ning round the staff, and destroying (he hold. The size of 
the halyards rendered (his expedient very "difficult of attain- 
ment, but enough was done to sjivo the arrangement a little 
more of the air of security. All this time young Wyche- 
combe was making Ids own pre para' ions on 'he ledge, and 
quite out of view ; b-.it the tension on the halyards soon an- 
nounced that his weight was now pendent from them. Mil- 
dred's h^art seemed ready to 'cap from her mouth*, as she 
noter 1 each jerk on the lines ; and her lather watched every 
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new pull, as if he expected the next moment would produce 
the final catastophe. It required a prodigious effort in the 
young man to raise his own weight tor such a distance, by 
lines so small. Had the rope been of any size, the 
achievement would have boon trilling for one of the frame 
and habits of the sailor, more especially as lie could slightly 
avail himself of his 1'ccl, by pressing them against the rocks; 
but, as it was, he felt as il" he wore dragging the mountain 
up uller him. At length, his head appeared a few inches 
above the rocks, but with his feet pressed against the cliff, 
and his body inclining outward, at an angle of forty-five 
degrees. 

" Help him— ho'p him, father I" exclaimed Mildred, cover- 
ing her face wi'.i] her hands, to exclude the sight of Wyche- 
combe's desperate struggles, "If he fall now, he will be 
destroyed. Oh! save him, save him, Sir Wycherly !" 

But neither of those to whom she appealed, could be of 
any use. The nervous tre-moling again came over the fa- 
ther ; and as for the baronet, age arid inexperience rendered 
him helpless. 

" Have you no rope, Mr. Dutlon, to throw over my 
shoulders," cried Wyoluioomho. suspending bis exertions in 
pure exhaustion, still keeping all be had gained, with his 
head projecting outward, over the abyss beneath, and his 
face turned towards heaven. " Throw a rope over my 
shoulders, and drag my body in to the cliff." 

Duttoll shoved ;uj eager desire, to comply, hut his 1 nerves 
had not yet been excited by the usual potations, arid his 
hands shook in a way to render it questionable whether he 
could perform even this simple service. But for his daugh- 
ter, indeed, he would hardly have set about it intelligently. 
Mildred, accustomed to using she facial-halyards, procured 
the old line, and handed it to her father, who discovered 
some of his professional knowledge in bis manner of using 
it. .Doubling the halyards twice, he threw the bight over 
Wychecombc's shoulders, and aided by Mildred, endeavoured 
to draw the body of the young man upwards and towards 
the cliff. But (heir united strength was ungual to the task, 
and wearied with holding on, and, indeed, unable to support 
his own weight any longer bv so small a rope Wychecombe 
felt coniDellcd to so'ler his feet to drop beneath him and slid 
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down agaio upon the leoge. Here, even bis vigorous frame 
shook with its prodigious exertions ; and he was compelled 
to scat himself on (he sbo'f, and rest with his buck agahist 
the cliff, to recover his self-command and strength. Mil- 
dred uttered a faint shriek as he disappeared, hut was too 
much horror-stricken to approach tin": verge of the precipice 
to ascertain his fate. 

"Be composed, Milly," said her father, "he is safe, a; 
you may see by the 1ml yards ; and to say the truth, the stuff 
holds on well. So long as the line proves true, the hoy 
can't fall ; he has taken a double turn with the end of it round 
his body. Make your mind easy, girl, for I feel better now, 
and see my way clear. Don't be uneasy, Sir Wycherly ; 
we '11 have the fad safe on terra fir-ma again, in ten minutes. 
I scarce know what has come over me, this morning ; but 
f 've not had the command of my limbs aa in common. I 1 
cannot be fright, lor i 've seen too tunny men in danger to be 
disabled by that; and I think, Milly, it must be the rheuma- 
tism, of which I've so often spoken, and which I'veinhe 
riled from my poor tnolher, dear old soul. Do you know. 
Sir Wycherly, that rheumatism can be inherited like gout V 

" 1 dare say it may — I dare say it may, Dutton — but 
never mind the disease, now ; get my youiiii namesake back 
here on the grass, and 1 will hear all about it. I would give 
the world that I had not sent Dick to Mr. Rotherham's this 
morning:. Can't we contrive to make the pony pull the 

"The traces ace hardly si rung enough for such work. Sir 
Wycherly. Have a little [la'iencc, and 1 will manage the 
whole thing, ' ship-slmpe, anil Krisler-fashion,' as we say at 
sea. Halloo there, Master W ye hecombe— answer my hail, 
and I will soon get you into deep water." 

" i 'm safe on the ledge," returned the voice of Wyche- 
combe, from below ; " I wish you would look to the Signal- 
halyards, and see they do not chafe against the rocks, Mr. 
Dutton." 

" All right, sir ; al! right. Slack up, if you please, and 
et me have all the line you can, without easting off from 
vour body. Keep Inst !he end. ibr fear of accidents." 

In an instant the halyards slackened, and Dutton, who by 
this time had gained his self-command, though dill weali 
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and unnerved by the habits of the last fifteen years forced 
the bight along the edge of the eliiT, imli; Ik; had brought it 
over a projection ot'tlit: rocks, where it fastened itself*. This 
arrangement canst;;! the iinc lo load down to the part of the 
cliffs from which the young man had fallen, and where it was 
by no means difficult for a steady head and active limbs to 
move about and pluck flowers. It consequently remained 
for Wychecombe merely to regain a looting on that part of 
the hill-side, lo ascend to the summit without difficulty. It 
is true he was now bclov.' the point from which he had fallen, 
but by swinging himself oil Ian rally, or even by springing, 
aided by the line, it was nol a diftku't achievement to reach 
it, and he no sooner understood the nature of the change 
that had been made, than he set about attempting it. The 
confident manner of Button encouraged both the baronet 
and Mildred, and they drew to the cltil', again ; standing near 
the verge, though on the part where the rocks might be de- 
scended, with less apprehension of consequences. 

As soon as Wychocoinbo had made all his preparations, 
he stood on the end of the ledge, tightened the line, looked 
c-are-iiMy lor n foothold on the other side of the chasm, and 
made his leap. As a matter of course, the body of the 
young man swung readily across the space, until the line 
became perpendicular, and then he found a surface so 
broken, as lo render his ascent by no means dillicult, aided 
as he was by the halyards. Scrambling upwards, he soon 
rejected the aid of (lie line, and sprang upon the licad-'aad 
?.! the same instant, .Vlildred fel' sonse'.ess on the grass. 
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CHAPTER III 

" I want a hero r — an uncommon want, 
When every your iind month semi forth a new one; 
'Till, after (.'.lnvunr iiic. iru/citi* with canl, 
The age discovers he is not the true one ;— " 

In consequence of the unsteadiness of the father's nerves 
the duty of raising Mildred in his arms, and of carrying ner 
to the cottage, devolved on the young man. This he did 
with a readiness and concern which proved how deep an 
interest he took in her situation, and with a power of arm 
which showed that his strong! h was increased rather than 
lessened by the condition into which she had fallen. So 
rapid was his movement, that no one saw the kiss he im- 
pressed on the pallid cheek of the sweet girl, or the tender 
pressure with which he grasped the lifeless form. By the 
time he reached the door, ihe motion arid air had begun to 
revive her, and Wychecoml.ie committed her to the care of 
her alarmed mother, with a few hurried words of explana- 
tion. He did not leave the house, however, for a i]ttur!er of 
an hour, except to call out lo Button that Mildred was re- 
viving, and that he need lie under no uneasiness on her ac- 
count. Why he remained so long, we leave the reader to 
imagine, for the girl had been immediately taken to her 
own little chamber, and he saw her no more for several 

When our young sailor came out upon the head-land 

Hjiuiii, he lounii the party near the flag-staff increased to 
four. Dick, the groom, had returned from his errand, and 
Tom Wychecombe, the intended heir of the baronet, was 
also (here, in mourning for his reputed father, the judge. 
This young man had become a frequent visiter to the sta- 
tion, of late, affecting to imbihe his uncle's taste for sea 
air, and a view of the ocean. There had been several meet- 
ings between lurasoH'and his namesake, ;md each interview 
was becoming less nmiciiljle than the preceding, for a reason 
■Jiat was sufficiently known to tha parties. When they met 
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on the present occasion, therefore, tlit) hows t hoy exchanged 
were haughty and distant, and the glances cast at each other' 
might have been formed hostile, woro it not that a sinister 
irony was blended with that of Tom Wyohecombe. Stili, 
the feelings that were uppermost did not prevent the latter 
from speaking in an apparently friendly manner. 

" They tell mo, Mr. Wychecombc," observed the judge's 
heir, (for this Tom Wye lie com he might legally claim to be ;) 
" they tell me, .VI r. Wyobocombe, that you have been taking 
a lesson in your trade this morning, by swinging over the 
cliffs at the end of a rope ? Now, that is an exploit, more 
to the taste of an American than to that of an Englishman 
I should think. But, I dare say one is compelled to do man) 
things in the colonies, that we never dream of at home." 

This was said with seeming indifference, though will 
great art. Sir Wycherly's principal weakness was an over- 
weening and on ignorant, ad miration of his own country, an<J 
all it contained. He was also strongly addicted to that feel 
mg of contempt for the dependencies of the empire, whict 
seems to be inseparable from the political connection be- 
tween the people of the metropolitan country and their colo- 
nies. There mu;i be entire equality, for perfect respect, in 
any situation in life; and, as a rule, men always appropriate 
to their own shares, any admitted superiority that may hap- 
pen to exist on the part of the communities to which they 
belong. It is on tins principle-; that the tenant of a cock 
loll in Paris or London, is so apt to feel a high claim to su- 
periority over the occupant of a comfortable abode in a 
village. As between England and her North American 
colonies in particular, this feeling was stronger than is tho 
case usually, on account of the early democratioal tendencies 
of the latter ; not, thai these tendencies had already beeoms 
the subject of" political jealousies; iii.it. 'hat they left social im- 
pressions, which were singularly adapted to bringing the 
colonists into contempt among a people predominant for 
their own factitious habits, and who are so strongly inclined 
to view every thing, even to principles, through the medium 
of arbitrary, conventional customs. It must be confessed 
that the Americans, in the middle of the eighteenth century, 
were an exceed in si' v ore v initial, and in many particulars a 
narrow-minded people, as well in their opinions as io thi-ir 
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habits ; nor is the; reproach altogether removed at the pre- 
sent day; but '.lie country from which Iheyare derived had 
not then made the vast strides in civilization, for which il 
has latterly become so distinguished. The indifference, too, 
with which all Europe regarded the whole American conti- 
nent, and to which England, herself, though she possessed 
so large a stake on this side of the Atlantic, formed no ma- 
terial exception, constantly led thai quarter of the world into 
profound mistakes in nil its reasoning that was connected 
with this quarter of !he world, and aided hi producing the 
state of feeling to which we have alluded. Sir Wycherly 
felt and reasoned on the subject of America much as the 
great bulk of his country men felt and reasoned in 1745 ; 
the exceptions existing- only amon^ the enlightened, and 
those whose particular duties rendered more correct know- 
ledge necessary, and not always among them. It is said 
lhat the English minister conceived the idea of taxing 
America, from the circumstance of seeing a wealthy Vir- 
ginian lose a large sum at play, a sort of argumentum 
ad kominem that brought with it a very dangerous con- 
clusion to apply to (ho sort of people with whom he had to 
deal. Let this he as it. might, there is no more question, that 
at the period of our tale, the pi'oi'buudest ignorance concern- 
ing America enisled generally in (lie mother country, than 
there is that the profoimrlest respect existed in America for 
nearly every thing English. Truth compels us to add, that 
in despite of all lhat has passed, the cis-atlantic portion .of 
the weakness has longest endured the assaults of time and 
of an increased intercourse. 

Young Wycrerly, as is ever the case, was keenly 
alive to any insinuations flint mij/ht be supposed to reflect 
on the portion of the empire of which he was a native. He 
considered himself an Englishman, it is true; was thoroughly 
loyal; and was every way disposed to sustain the honour 
and interests of the seat of authority ; but when questions 
were raised between Europe and America, he was an Ameri- 
can; as, in America itself, he regarded himself as purely a 
V'li'giuiim, in con'rii distinction 'o ;di the o!bei' colonies, lie 
understood the intended sarcasm of Tom Wychecombe, but 
smothered his resentment, out of respect to the baronet, and 
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perhaps a .iltle influenced by the feelings in which he hail 
been so lately indulging. 

"Those gentlemen who are disposed to fancy such things 
of the colonies, would do well to visit that part of the world," 
he answered, calmly, " beibro they express I heir opinions loo 
loudly, lest they should any something that future obsei'va- 
lion mi«ht make them wish to recall." 

"True, my voutig friend— ijiiile true," put In the baronet. 
with fhe kindest possible intensions. " True as gospel. We 
never know any thin" of matters about which we know no- 
thing ; that we old men miisl admit, Mas!! 1 !' Dutton ; and I 
should think Tom must see its (bice. It would be unrea- 
sonable to expect to find every thing as comfortable in 
America as we have it here, in England ; nor do I sup- 
pose the Americans, in general, would be as likely to gel 
over a cliff as an Englishman. However, there are excep- 
tions to all general rules, as my poor bvo'.her James used to 
say, when he saw occasion to find limit with the sermon of 
a prolate. I believe you did not know my poor brother, 
Dutton ; he must have been killed about the time you were 
born — St. James, I used to call him, although my brother 
Thomas, the judge that was, Tom's father, there — said he 
was St. James the less." 

" I believe the Rev. Mr. Wyehecombe was dead before I 
was of an age to remember bis virtues, Sir Wycberly," said 
Dutton, respectfully ; " though 1 have often heard my own 
father speak of all your honoured family." 

"Yes, your father, Dutton, was the attorney of the next 
town, and we all knew him well. You have done quite 
right to comeback among us to spend the close of your own 
days. A man is never as well off, as when he is thriving 
in his native soil : more especially when thai, soil is old Eng- 
land, and Devonshire. You are not one of us, young gen- 
tleman, though your name happens to be Wychecombe ; 
but, then we are none of us accountable for our own births, 
or birth-places." 

This truism, which is in the mouths of thousands while it 
js in the hearts of scarcely any, was well meant by Si- 
Wycheriy, however plainly expressed. It merely drew from 
the youth the simple answer that — " he was born m the 
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colonies, and had colonists for his parents ;" a fu'ct that the 
others had heard already, some ten or a dozen times. 

" It is a little singular, Mr. Wyeheeombe, that you should 
hear both of my names, and yet be no relative," continued 
the baronet. " Now, Wyeberiy came into our family from 
old Sir Hi I deb rand Wyoherly, who was slain at JJomvoi-ji 
Field, and whoso onlv daughter, my ancestor, and Tom's 
ancestor, there, married. Since that day, Wycherly has 
been a favourite name among us. I do not think thai tho 
VVychecombes of Herts, over thought, of calling a son Wy. 
oherly, although, as my poor brother the judge used to say 
they were related, but of tho half-blood, only. I suppos* 
your father taught uiii what is meant by being of the half- 
blood, Thomas 7" 

Tom Wycheoombo's f;u:e became the colour, of scarlet, 
and be cast an uneasy glance at all present; expecting i» 
particular, to meet with a look of exultation in tho eyes 
of the lieutenant. Ho was greatly relieved, however, al 
finding that neither of tho three meant or understood more 
than was simply expressed. As for his uncle, he bad not 
the smallest intention of malting- any allusion to the peculi- 
arity of his nephew's birth; and the other two, in common 
with the world, supposed the reputed heir to be legitimate. 
Gathering courage from the looks of those around him, Tom 
answered with a sieadiness that prevented his agitation from 
being detected : 

" Certainly, my dear sir ; my excellent parent forgot no- 
thing that he thought might be irsdi.il (o me, in mahitrdiung 
my rights, and the honour of the family, hereafter. I very 
well understand that tho VVychecombes of Hertfordshire 
have no claims on us; nor, Indeed, any Wyeheeombe who 
is not descended from my respectable grandfather, the late 
Sir Wycherly." 

" He must have boon an early, instead of a late Sir Wy- 
cherly, rather, Mr. Thomas," pur in Dtitl.on, laughing at his 
own conceit ; " for I can remember no other than the 
honourable baronet before us, in the last fifty years," 

" Quite true, Button — very true," rejoined tho person last 
alluded to. "As true as that 'time and tide wait for no 
man,' We understand ihc moaning of such things on the 
coast he r e. It was half a century, last October, since I 
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succeeded my respected parent; but, it will not be another 
half century bo lore: sonic cue will succeed mcl" 

Sir Wycherly was a hide, hearty man for his years, bill 
(10 bad no unmanly dread of ins end. Still he felt it could 
not be very distant, having already numbered fourscore and 
four years. Nevertheless, there were certain phrases of 
usage, that Button did not see fit to Jorge!, on such an occa- 
sion, and he answered accordingly, turning to look at and 
admire the still ruddy countenance of the baronet, by way 
of giving emphasis to his words. 

" You will yet see ha.ii'ei'',is in'o our graves, Sir Wycherly," 
he said, " and still remain an active man. Though I dare 
say another half cen'.ury will briuu most of us up.. Evan 
Mr. Thomas, hero, and your young namesake can hardly 
hope to ran out more line than that. Well, as for myself, 
1 only desire to live through this war, that I may again see 
His Majesty's arms iriurniihunt : though they do tell me that 
we are in for a good thirty years' struggle. Wars hone 
lasted as long as that, Sir Wycherly, and I don't see why 
this may not, as well as another." 

" Very true, Dtitton ; it is not only possible, hut pro ha. 
blc ; and I trust Ixilh you and I may live to see our flower- 
hunter here, a post- cap tain, at least — though it would be 
wishing almost too mueh to expect to see him an admiral. 
There has been one admiral of the name, and I confess I 
should like to see another I" 

" Has not Mr. Thomas a brother in the service V de- 
manded the master ; " 1 bad thought iisut my lord, the judge, 
had given us one el" h : s young gentlemen." 

"He thought of it ; but the ;u'my trot both of (be boys, as 
it turned out. Gregory was to be the midshipman ; my 
poor brother inlendhig him ii.ii" usnilor from the first, and so 
giving him the name that was once borne by the unfortunate 
relative we lost by shipwreck. I wished him to call one of the 
lads James, after St. .fumes ; but, somehow, I never could 
persuade Thomas to see all the excollence of that pious 
young man." 

Button was a little embarrassed, for St. James had left 
anything but a godly savour behind him; and he was about 
.o fabricate a tolerably bold assertion to the contrary, rather 
Jhon incur Hie risk of offending the lord of the manor, when, 
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luckily, ;l change m the s'ate ol' the fog afforded bun a fa- 
vourable opportunity <i!' hanging about an apposke che.rigo 
in the subject, During the whole of (he morning the sea 
had been invisible from the heail-ljnil, ri dense body of va- 
pour resting on it, for as eye could reach ; veiling the whole 
expanse with a single while cloud. The lighter portions of 
the vapour hml at tirst doused around the bead-land, which 
could not have been seen at any material distance ; hut all 
had been gradually settling down into a single mass, that 
now rose within twenty lout of the summit of the cliffs. The 
hour was still unite early, but the sun was, gaining force, 
and it speedily drunk up all the lighter particles of the mist, 
leaving a clear, bright atmosphere above the feathery bank, 
through which objects might be seen for miles. There was 
what seamen call a " limning breeze," or just wind enough 
to cause the light, sails of a ship U> swell and collapse, under 
the double inllnenceof the air and the motion of the hull 
imitating in a slight degree the vibrations of that familiar 
appliance of the female toilet. Button's eye had caught s. 
glance of the loftiest sail of a vessel, above the fog, going 
through this very movement ; and it aiibrded him the release 
he desired, by enabling him to draw the attention of hia 
companions to the same object. 

"See,- Sir Wycherly — see, Mr, Wychecombe," ho cried, 
eagerly, pointing in the direction of the sail ; "yonder is 
some of the king's canvass coming into our roadstead, or I 
am no judge of the set of a man-of-war's royal. It is a 
large bit of cloth, too, Air. .Lieu tenant, (or a sail so lofty !" 

"It is a two-dockers royal. Mas'.oi'.l.iu'f.on," returned the 
young sailor ; " and now you see the fore and main, sepa- 
rately, as the ship keeps away." 

"Well, "put in Sir Wyeherly, in a resigned manner; 
"here have I lived foarseore years on this coast, and, for 
Ihe life of me, I have never been able to tell a fore-royal 
from a back-royal ; or a mi-///,cn head-slay from a head 
mizzen-stay. They are the most puzzling things imagina- 
ble;. and now I cannot discover how you know that yonder 
sail, which I see plain enough, is a royal, any more than 
that if is a jib!" 

Diltton and the lieutenant smiled, but Sir Wycherly's, 
simplicity had a cast of truth and nature about it, that de- 
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,en\;d most people from wishing 1o ridicule him. Then, 1 he 
rank, fortune, and local interest of the baronet, counleU for 
a good deal on all such occasions. 

" Hero is another fellow, farther east," cried Dutton, still 
pointing with a finger; " and evci'y in c 1 1 as big as his con. 
sort ! Ah 1 it does my eyes good to sec our roadstead come 
:nto notice, in this manner, utter ail I have said and done in 

its behalf But, who have we here — a brother chip, by 

his appearance; I dare say some idler who has been sent 
ashore with despatches." 

" There is anolher fellow further oust, and every inch as 
big as his consort," said VV'ychecombe, as we shall call our 
lieutenant, in order to distinguish him from Tom of the same 
name, repeating the very words ofDutton, with an applica- 
tion and readiness 1 that almost amounted to wit, pointing, in 
his turn, at two strangers who wore ascending to the station 
by a path that led from the beach. "Certainly both these 
gentlemen are in Id;.? Majesty's service, and they have pro- 
bably just landed from the ships in the offing." 

The truth of this conjecture was apparent to Dutton at a 
glance. As the s! rangers joined each other, the one lasl 
seen proceeded in advance; and there was something in his 
years, the confident manner in which he approached, and 
his general appeii ranee, Thnt. induced boih the sailors to be- 
lieve he might be the commander of one of the ships that had 
just come in view. 

" Good -morrow, gentlemen." commenced this person, as 
soon as near enough to salute I he party at the foot of the 
(lag-staff; " good-morrow to ye all. I 'ni glad to meet you, 
for it 's but a Jacob's bidder, ibis path of yours, through the 
ravine in the cliffs. Hey! why Atwood," looking around 
him at the sea of vapour, iu surprise, " what the devil has 
become of the fleet?" 

" It is lost in the fog, sir ; we are above it, here ; when 
more on a level wii.ii the ships, we could see, or fancy we 
saw, more of tbcm than wo do now." 

" Here are the upper sails of two heavy ships, sir," ob- 
served Wycheeornbe, pointing in the direction of the vessels 
already scon ; " ay, and yonder are two more — nothing but 
the royals are visible." 

" Two more I — I left eleven two-deckers, three frigates, a 
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sloop, and a cutter in sif.jht, when I gut into the hoat. You 
might have covered 'eni all with a pocket-handkerchief, hey I 
At wood I" 

" They were certainly in close order, sir, but I'll not take 
it on myself to say ijuile as near together as that." 

" Ay, you 're n dissenter by trade, and never will beiiovo 
in a miracle. Sharp work, gentlemen, lo get up such a 
hill as this, after fifty." 

"It is, indeed, sir," answered Sir Wyehcrly, kindly. 
" Will you do us the favour lo take a seat among us, and 
res' yourself after so violent an exertion'.' The cliff is hard 
enough to ascend, even when one keeps the palii ; though 
here is a young gentleman who had a fancy just now to go 
down it, without a path ; ami that, too, merely that a pretty 
girl might have a nosegay on her break last- table." 

The stranger looked inleiiily at. Sir Wyehcrly for a mo- 
ment, then glanced his eye at the groom and the pony, after 
which he took a survey of Tom Wychecombe, the lieutenant, 
and the master. He was a man accustomed to look about 
him, and he understood, by that rapid glance, the characters 
of all he surveyed, with perhaps the exception of that of 
Tom Wychccomhe ; and even of that be formed a tolerably 
ihrewd conjecture. Sir Wychcrly ho immediately set down 
as the squire of the adjacent esiate ; Dili ton's situation he 
hit exactly, conceiving him to be a worn-out master, who 
was employed to keep the signal-station ; while he under- 
stood Wychecombe, by his undress, and air, to be a sea- 
lieutenant in the king's service. Tom Wychecombe he 
(hough! it quite likely iiiisiiit be the son and heir of the lord 
of the manor, both being in mourning; though he decided 
in his own mind that there was not the smallest family like- 
ness between them. Bowing with the courtesy of a man 
who knew how to acknowledge a civility, be took the prof 
fered seat at Sir Wyc.heriy's side without farther ceremony. 

" We must carry the young lellow lo sea with us, sir," re- 
joined the stranger, " and that will cure him of looking for 
flowers in such ticklish places. ITis Majesty has need of ua 
all, in this war; and I trust, young gentleman, you have 
not been Ions: ashore, among the girls." 

" Only long enough to make a cure of a pretty smart 
jiurt, received in cutting out a lugger from the opposite 
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coast," answered W'yeheeombe, with sullicicnt modesty, and 
yet with sufficient spirit. 

" Lugger ! — ha ! what Alwood '.' You surely do not mean, 
young gentleman, la Voltigeuse V 

" That was tilt: mime of tin; craft, sir — we found her in 
the roads of Grois." 

" And then I 'vc the pleasure of seeing Mr. Wychecombe, 
the young officer who led in that gallant attack l" 

This was said with a most fluttering warmth of manner, 
the stranger even rising atid ivmoviiiif his hat, as ho uttered 
the words with a heartiness I hat. showed how much his feel- 
ings were in unison with what he said. 

" I am Mr. Wye he combe, sir," answered the other, blush- 
ing to the temples, and retm-mug the salute ; " though I had 
not the honour of leading ; one of the lieutenants of our ship 
being in another boat." 

" Yes — I know all that — lint he was beaten olF,whileyou 
boarded and did the work. What have my lords commis- 
sioner? done in (he matter?" 

" All that is necessary, so far as I am concerned, sir, I do 
assure you; having sent me a commission the very next 
week. I only wish they bad been equally generous to Mr. 



" That would not be so wise, ]tfr, Wyehceombe, since it 
would be rewarding; a failure," returned the stranger, coldly. 
" Success is all in all, in war. Ah ! There the fellows begin 
to show themselves, Atwood." 

This remark drew all eyes, a;:ain, towards the sea, where 
a sight now presented itself that was really worthy of a 
passing notice. The vapour appeared to have become 

Cacked into a mass of some eighty or a hundred feet in 
eight, leaving a perfectly clear atmosphere above it. In 
the clear air, were visible the upper spars and canvass of the 
entire fleet mentioned by the stranger; sixteen sail in all. 
There were the eleven two-deckers, and the three frigates, 
rising in pyramids of canvass, still tanning in towards the 
anchorage, which in that roadstead was within pistol-shot of 
the shore ; while the royals and upper part of the top-gallant 
sails of the sloop seemed to stand on (lie surface of the fog, 
like a monument, After a moment's pause, Wychecombe 
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discovered even the head, of the cutter's royal-mast, with the 
pennant lazily fluttering ahead of it, partly concealed in va- 
pour. The log seemed lo settle, instead of rising, though ii 
evidently rolled aiong the face of the waters, putting the 
whole scene in motion. It was not long ere the tops of the 
ships of the line became visible, and then living beings were 
for the first time seen in the moving masses. 

" I suppose we offer just such a sight to the top-men of 
the ships, as they oiler to us," observed '..ho stranger. " They 
must sec this head-land and llag-sialT, Mr. Wychecombe; 
and there can be no danger of their standing in too far I" 

" ] should think not, sir ; certainly the men aloft can see 
the cliffs above the tog, as we see the vessels' spars. Ha I 
Mr. Dutton, there is a rear- admiral's Hag /lying on board 
the ship farthest to ths eastward.". 

" So I see, sir ; and by looking at the third vessel on the 
western side of the line, you will lind a bit of square bunting 
at the fore, which will tell you there is a vice-admiral be- 
neath it." 

"Quite true!" exclaimed Wychecombe, who was evei 
enthusiastic on matters relating to his nrolession ; " a vice 
admiral of the red, loo; which is the uc\l step to being a fill, 
admiral. This mils:, be the ileet of Sir Digby Downcs!" 

" No, young gentleman," returned the stranger, who per- 
ceived by the glance of the other's eye, that, a question was 
indirectly put to himself; " it is the southern squadron ; and 
the vice-admiral's nag you see, belongs to Sir Gervaise 
Oakes. Admiral Blue water is on hoard the ship that carries 
a flag at the mizzen." 

"Those two officers ulw;iys go together, Sir Wycherly," 
added the young man. ■'■ Whenever we hear the name of 
Sir Gervaise, that of Bluewater is certain to accompany it. 
Such a union in service is delightful lo witness." 

" "Well may they go in company, Mr. Wychecombe," re- 
turned the stranger, betraying a little emotion. "Oakes 
and Bluewater were reefers together, under old Breasthook, 
In the Mermaid ; and when the first was made a liuUensml 
into the Squid, the last followed as a mate. Oakes was first 
of the Briton, in her action with the Spanish frigates, and 
Bluewater third. For that afliiir Oakes got a sloop, and his 
hnend went with him as his first. The nest year tl.ey had 
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the luck to capture ii heavier ship thar (heir own, when, for 
the first time in their service, tin; (wo young men were sepa- 
rated ; Oakcs getting a iriga:e, and 1'. hie wider getting the 
Squid. Still (hey cruised in company, until the senior was 
sent in command of a flying squadron, with a broad 
nanl, when the junior, who by this time was post, . 
his old messmate on hoard his own frigate. In that 
they served together, down to the hour when the first hoisted 
his flag. From that time, (lie (wo old seamen have nevei 
been parted ; liinewa.ler acting as lire admiral's capti * 
he got the square hunting himself. The vice-admiral has 
never led the van of a flee', !hal the rear-admiral did no 
lead the rear-division ; and, now that Sir Gcrvaise is a com 
mander-in. chief, you see his friend, Dick Bluewater, is 
cruising ill his company." 

While the stranger was giving ihis account of the Two 
Admirals, in a half-serious, half-jocular manner, the eyes 
of his companions were on him. He was a middle-sized, 
red-faced man, with an aquiiinc nose, a light-blue animated 
eye, and a mouth, which denoted more of (he habits and care 
of refinement than either Ins dress or his ordinarily careless 
mien. A great doal is said about. *iie aristocracy of the ears, 
and the hands, and (he lee': but of all the features, or other ap- 
pliances of the human frame, the mouth and the nose have 
the greatest influence in producing an impression of gentility. 
This was peculiarly the case with the stranger, whose 
beak, like that of an ancient galley, save the promise of a 
stately movement, and whose boauiiiiil teeth and winning 
smile, often relieved (he expression of a countenance that 
was not unfrequently stern. A.s he ceased speaking, Dut ton 
rose, in a studied manner, raised his hat entirely from his 
head, bowed his body nearly to a right angle, and said, 

" Unless my memory i.s t roue borons, T believe I have tha 
honour to see llcar-Admira I Blue water, himself; I was a mate 
in the Med way, when lie commanded the Chlee; and unless 
five-and-twenty years have made more changes than .1 think 
probable, he is now on this hill." 

"Your memory is a bad one, Mr. l.liuton, and your hill 
has on it a much worse man, in all respects, than Admiral 
Bluewater. They say that man and wife, from living to- 
gether, and thinking alike, having the same affections, loving 
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the same objects, or someiimes haling them, get in time ta 
look alike ; hey I Atwood 1 It may be that I am growing 
like Biliewater, on the same principle; but this is the first 
time I ever heard the thing suggested. I am Sir Gervaise 
Oakes, ;il your service, sir." 

The bow of Button was now much lower than before, 
while young Wyohecumbe uncovered himself, and Sir Wy. 
cherfy arose and p;iid his compliment- eiji'diafly, introducing 
himself, and offering the admiral and all his officers the 
hospitality of the Hali. 

" Ay, this is sii-iliriH-forfl'nrd mid hearty, and in the good 
old English manner !" exclaimed the admiral, when he had 
returned the salutes, and cordially tlinnked the baronet, 
" One might land in Scotland, now, anywhere between the 
Tweed and John y'G rout's house, and not be asked so much 
as to eat an oaten cake ; hey ! Atwood? — always excepting 
the mountain dew." 

" You will have your fling at my poor countrymen, Sir 
Gervaise, and so there is no more to be said on the subject," 
returned the secretary, tor such was the rank of the admi- 
ral's companion. "I might feel hurt, at times, did I not 
know that you get as many Scotsmen about you, in your 
own ship, as you can ; and that a fleet is all the better in 
your judgment, far having every other captain from tho land 
o' cakes." 

" Did you ever hear the like of that, Sir Wycherly ? Be- 
cause I stick to a man I like, he accuses me of having a 
predilection for his whole country. Here 's Atwood, now , 
he was my clerk, when in a sloop ; and he has followed me 
to the Plantagenet, and because I do not throw him over- 
board, he wishes to make it appear half Scotland is in her 
hold." 

" Well, there are the surgeon, the purser, one of the 
mates, one of the marine officers, and the fourth lieutenant, 
to keep me company, Sir Gervyisc,'' answered the secretary, 
smiling like one accustomed to bis superior's jokes, and who 
cared very little about them. " When you send us all back 
to Scotland, I 'm thinking there wiil be many a good vacancy 
to fill." 

" The Scotch make themselves very useful, Sir Gervaise," 
put in Sir Wycherly, by way of smoothing the matter over ; 
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"and now we have a Brunswick prince on the throne we 
Englishmen have less jealousy of tlievn than formerly, I 
am sure I should be happy to see all the gentlemen men- 
tions! by Mr. Alwood, mi. VV'ycheeombe Hall." 

"There, you're all-well berthed, while the fleet lies in 
these roads. Sir Wycherly, in the name of Scotland, I 
thank you. — Bui uhat an exir'ornary (lor so admirals pro- 
nouneed the word a I in ml red years agd.) Meene this is, heyi 
Atwood? Many a time have 1 seen the bulls of ships when 
their spars were hid in the fog ; but I do not remember ever 
to have seen before six tout sets of masts and sails, moving 
about on vapour, without a single hull to uphold them. The 
tops of all the two-decked ships are as plainly to be seen, as 
if the air were without a particle of vapour, while all below 
the cat-harplngs is hid in a cloud as thick as the smoke of 
a battle. I do not half like liluewater's standing in so fan 
perhaps, Mr. Button, they cannot sue the clills, for I assure 
you we did not, mild quiie close under (hem. We went al- 
together by the lead, the masters feeling Iheir way like so 
many blind beggars !" 

" We always keep that nine-po;uLdev loaded, Sir Ger- 
vaise," returned the master, " in order to warn vessels when 
they are getting near enough in; and if Mr. Wychecombe; 
who is younger than I, will run to the house and light this 
match, I will prime, and we may give 'em warning where 
they are, in less than a minute." 

The admiral gave a ready assent to this proposition, and 
the respective parties immediately set about putting it in ex- 
ecution. Wychecombe hastened to the: bouse to light the 
match, glad of an opportunity to inquire after Mildred; 
while Dutton produced a pr;min:;-hon) from a sort of arm- 
chest, that stood near the oun, and put the tatter in a condi- 
tion to be discharged. The young man was absent but a 
minute, and when all was ready he turned towards the ad- 
miral, in order to get the sigua.l to proceed. 

"Let'em have it, Mr, Wychecombe," cried Sir (xcrviiise, 
smiling; "it will wake IJhiewaler up; perhaps he may 
favour ns with a broadside, by way of retort." 

The match was applied, and the report of the gun suc- 
ceeded. Then followed a pause of more than a minute ; 
when the log lifted around tae (.';tsar, the ship that wora 
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a rear-admiral's flag, a flash like lightning was seen glanc- 
ing in the mist, and then came the hollowing of a piece of 
heavy ordnance. Almost at the same instant, three little 
f Inns rippcaifwl ut this mast-bead of the; Cmsnr, for previous- 
ly to quitting his own ship, Kir Gervaisc had .soul a mes- 
sage to his friend, requesting him to take care of the fleet. 
This was the signal to anchor. The effect of all this, as 
seen from the height, was exceedingly striking. As yet 
not a single hull had become visible, the fog remaining 
packed upon the water, in a way to conceal even the lower 
yards of the two-deckers. All above was bright, distinct, 
and so near as almost to render i! possible to distinguish per- 
sons. Thereevcrvlhkig was vivid, while a sort of superna- 
tural mystery veiled all beneath. Each ship had an officer 
aloft to look out for signals, and no sooner had the Ca-sar 
opened her three little flags, v> Inch had long been suspended 
in black balls, In readiness for this .service, than the answers 
were seen floating at the ma.st-head of each of the vessels. 
Then commenced a spectacle still more curious than that 
which those on the cliff had so long been regarding with in- 
terest. Ropes began lo move, and the sails were drawn up 
in lestoons, apparently without the agency of hands. Cu; 
off from a seeming communication with the ocean, or the 
hulls, the spars of the different ships appeared to be instinct 
with life ; eacfi machine playing its own part independently 
of the others, but ail having the same object in view. In a 
very few minutes, the canvass was hauled up, and the whole 
fleet was swinging to the anchors. Presently head after 
head was thrown out of the fog, the upper yards were alive 
with men, and llio sails were banded. Next came the 
squaring of the yards, thongh this was imperfectly done, 
and a good deal by guess-work. The men came-down, 
and there lay a noble Hoot at anchor, with nothing visible to 
those on the cliffs, but their top-hamper, and upper spars. 

Sir Gervaise Oakes had been so much struck and amused 
with a sight that to him happened to be entirely novel, thai 
he did not speak daring the whole process of anchoring. 
Indeed many a man might pass Ins life at sea, and never 
witness such a scene ; but those who have, know that it is 
one of the most beautiful and striking spectacles connected 
with (he wonders of the great deep. 
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By this lime the sun had got so hi^h, as k begin io stii 
the log, and stroamsof vapour were shooting up from the beach, 
like smoke rising from coal-pits. The wind increased, too, 
;md rolled the vapour bct'bre it, and in less than ten minutes, 
the veil was removed ; ship a.ller ship coming-, out in plain 
view, until the entire fleet was seen riding in Die roadstead, 
in its naked and distinct proportions. 

" Now, Blue water is a happy follow," exclaimed Sir Ger. 
vaise. " He sees his great enemy, the land, and linows how 
to deal with it." 

" I thought the French were f tie great and natural enemies 
of every British sailor," observed Sir Wycherly, simply, but 
quite to the point. 

"Hum — there's truth in that too. But the land is an 
enemy to be feared, while the Frenchman is not — hey ! At- 

It was Indeed a goodly sight to view (he iinc fleet that 
now lay anchored beneath the cliffs of Wychecombe. Sir 
Gervaise Oakes was, in that period, considered a successful 
naval commander, and was a iavourite both at the admi- 
ralty and with the nation. His popularity extended to the 
most distant colonies of Knglund, in nearly all of which he 
had served with zeal and credit. But we are not writing of 
an. age of nautical wonders, like that which succeeded, at 
the close of the century. The French and Hutch, and even 
the Spaniards, were then all tbrmidahlo as nava-1 powers; 
for revolutions and changes had not destroyed their mari- 
time corps, nor had the consequent naval ascendency of 
England annihilated their navigation ,■ the two great causes 
of the subsequent apparent invincibility of the latter power. 
Battles at sea, in that day. were warmly contested, and wera 
frequently fruitless; more especially when fleets were brought 
in opposition. The single combats were usually more de- 
cisive, though the absolute success of the British flag, was 
far from being as much a matter of course as it subsequently 
became. In a word, the science of naval warfare had not 
made those great strides, which marked the career of Eng- 
land in the end, nor bad if retrograded among her enemies, 
to the point which appears to have rendered their defeat 
nearly certain. Still Sir Cervuise was a successful officer j 
having captured several single ships. ~ m bloody encounters 
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and having actually led fieeis with credit, in four or five of 
the great battles of the times ; besides being second and 
third in command, on various similar occasions. His own 
ship was certain to be engaged, let what would happen io 
the others. Equally a* Ciipiains and as flag- officers, the 
nation had become lamil.ar wilh the names of Oakes and 
Bluewater, as men ever to be round sustaining each other in 
the thickest of the fight. It may be well to add here, that 
both these favourite seamen were men of family, or at least 
what was considered men of family among the mere gentry 
of England; Sir Gervaiso being a baronet by inheritance, 
while his friend actually belonged to one of those naval lines 
which furnishes admirals for generations ; his father having 
worn a white dag at the main ; and his grandfather having 
beer, actually ei-mooied ibr his si: v vices, dying vii'e-aoi:;i:;; 
of England. These fortui'.ous cireumstances perhaps rel 
dered both so much [ho greater favourites at court. 



CHAPTER IV. 

"AH wi'li yoi i ; exeqif. llu-tii 

On duty, and our leader Israel, 
Who is expected momently." 

Marino Fai.teso. 

As his fleet was stiie'y ancliovcd. and Hint too, in beauti- 
ful order, in spite of (ho fog, ;yv Gervaise Oakes showed a 
disposition to pursue what arc termed ulterior views. 

" Th^s has been a fine sight — certainly a very fine sight; 
such as an old seaman loves ; but there must he an end to 
it," he said. " Yon will excuse me, Ijjr Wycherly, but the 
movements of a fleet always httvo interest in my eyes, and 
it is seldom that I set such a bird's-eye view of (hose of my 
own; no wonder it has made me a somewhat unreflecting 
intruder." 

" Make no apologies, Sir Gervaise, I beg of yon ; for none 
are needed, on any account. Though this head-land does 
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belong to the Wyehccomhe property, it is fairly leased to 
the crown, an J oone have a better right to occupy it than 
His Majesty's servants. The Hall is a little more private, 
it is true, but even that has no door that will close upon our 
gallant naval defenders. It is but a short walk, and nothing 
will make me happier than to show you the way to my poor 
dv,i.\!ii]ii, iiiid to sop you as much at home under its roof, as 
y;>vj could ho in the cabin of the 1'ianS.agenet." 

"If anything could make me as much at home in a 
house as in a ship, it would be so hearty a welcome; and 1 
intend to accept your hospitality in (he very spirit in which 
it is offered. Al.wood and I have lauded to send off some 
important despatches to the First Lord, and we will thank 
you for putting us in the way of doing it, in the safest 
and most expeditious manner. Curiosity and surprise have- 
already occasioned the loss of half an hour; while a soldier, 
or a sailor, should never lose half a minute." 

" Is a courier who knows the country well, needed, Sir 
Gervaise?" the lieutenant demanded, modestly, though with 
an interest that showed he was influenced only by zeal for 
the service. 

The admiral looked at him, intently, for a moment, and 
seemed pleased with the hint implied in the question. 

"Can you ride '/" asked Sir Gervaise, smiling. "I could 
have brought half-a-dozen youngster ashore with me ; but, 
besides the doubt- about, yetting a horse— a. chaise I take it 
is out of the question here — I was afraid the lads might dis- 
grace themselves on horseback." 

" This must be said in pleasantry, Sir Gervaise," returned 
Wyehccombe ; " he would be ;i strange Virginian at least, 
W'ho does not know how to ride !" 

" And a strange imglishman, too, lihiewater would say ; 
and yet I never see the follow straddle a horse that I do not 
wish it were a stiiddina-sail-boom run out to leeward 1 We 
sailors fancy wo ride, Mr. Wyehccomhe, hut it is some such 
fancy as a marine has lor (lie fore- top mast- cross- trees. Can 
a horse be had, to go as far as the nearest post-office that 
sends offa daily mail!" 

" That can it, Sir Gervaise," put in Sir Wycherly. 
"Here is Dick mounted on as good a hunter as is to be 
fa md in England ; and I 'II answer for my young name- 
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sake's willingness to put the animal's mettle to the proof, 
Our little mail has just loii "NV" yckeeoi nbe for the next twenty, 
four hours, but, by pushing the beast, there will be lime to 
reach the high road in season for the great London mail, 
which passes the nearest market-town at noon. It is but a 
gallop of ten milts and back, and that I '11 answer for Mr. 
Wycheeombe's ability to do, and to join us at dinner by 
four." 

Young Wycbecomhe expressing his readiness to perform 
all this, and even more at need, the arrangement was soon 
made. Dick was dismounted, the lieutenant got his des- 
patches and his instruetions, took his leave, and had gal- 
loped out of sight, in the next five minutes. The admiral 
then declared himself a.t liberty tor the day, aecepting the 
invitation of Sir Wyeberly to breakias! and dine at the 
Hall, in the same spirit of frankness as that in which it 
had been given. Sir Wyeberly was so spirited as to refuse 
the aid of his pony, but insisted on walking through the vil- 
lage and park to his dwelling, though the instance was more 
than a mile. Just as they were quitting the signal-station, 
the old man took tin; admiral aside, and in an earnest, but 
respectful manner, disburdened lji ri mind to the following 
effect. 

" Sir Gervaise," he said, ' ; I am no sailor, as you know, 
and least of all do T bear Mis Majesty's commission in the 
navy, though I am in the county commission as a justice 
of the peace; so, if I make any li!tle mistake you will have 
the goodness to overlook it, for I know that the etiquette of 
the quarter-deck is a very serious matter, and is not to be 
trifled with ; — but here is liutton, as good a fellow in his 
way as lives — his father was a sort of a gentleman too, hav- 
ing been the attorney of (be neighbourhood, and Iho old man 
was accustomed to dine with me forty years ago — " 

"I believe I understand yon, Sir Wyeherly," interrupted 
the admiral; "and I thank you for the attention you wish 
to pay my prejudices ; but, y<ui are master of Wychecombe, 
and I should feci myselfa tronb'esome intruder, indeed, did 
you not ask whom yo-i please to dine at your own tabic." 

11 That's not quite it, Sir Gervaise, though you have not 
gone far wide of the mark. Button is only a master, you 
know; and it seems that a master on board ship is a verv 
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different thing from a master cm shore ; so Dutton, himself, 
has often fold me." 

" Ay, Dutton is right enough as regards a king's ship, 
though the two offices are jn-f. ji s.y much I lie same, when other 
craft are alluded to. But, my dear Sic Wycherly, an ad- 
miral is not disgraced by keeping company with a boat- 
swain, if the latter is nn honest man. It is true we have 
our customs, and what we call our quarter-deck and forward 
officers ; which is court end and city, on board ship ; but a 
master belongs to Uie first, and the master of the Plantage- 
net, Sandy McYarn, dine--; with me once a month, us regu. 
larly as he enters a new word at the top of his log-book. 1 
beg, therefore, you will ex'eud your hospitality to whom you 
please — or — " the admiral hesitated, a.s lie cast a good-na- 
tured glance at the master, who stood still uncovered, wait- 
ing for his superior lo move away ; " or, perhaps, Sir Wy- 
cherly, you would permit mi: lo ask a friend to make one of 

" That's just it, Sir Gervaise," returned the, kind-hearted 
baronet ; " and fiction will be one of the happiest fellows in 
Devonshire. I wish wo could have Mrs. Dutton and Milly, 
and then the table would look what my poor brother James 
— St. James I used to call Him — what the Rev. James 
Wychecotnbe was accustomed lo term, mathematical. He 
said a table should have all its sides and angles duly filled. 
Jame3 was a most agreeable companion. Sit Gcrvaise, and, 
in divinity, he would not have tamed his back on one of the 
apostles, T do verily believe I" 

The admiral bowed, and turning to the master, he invited 
him to be of the party at the Hall, in the manner which one 
long accustomed to reader his civilities agreeable by a sort 
of professional off-handed way, well knew how to assume. 

" Sir Wycherly has insisted that 1 shall consider his table 
as set in my own cabin," he continued ; " and I know of no 
better manner of proving my gratitude, than by taking him 
at his- word, and filling- it with guesfs that wiil be agreeable 
lo us both. I believe there is a Mrs. Di.Uton, and a Miss — 
a — a—a — " 

"Milly," put in the hnrom::, eagerly ; "Miss Mildred 
Dutton — the daughter of our good friend Dutton, here, and >i 
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young lady who would do credit to the gayest drawing- 
room in London." 

" You perceive, sir, that our kind host anticipates the 
wishes of an old bachelor, as it might be by instinct, and 
desires the company of the indies, also. Miss Mildred will, 
at least, have two young men to do homage to her beauty, 
and three old ones lo si'>h in the: distance — hey 1 Atwood V 

" Mildred, as Sir Wvchorly knows, sir, has been a little 
disturbed this momhig." returned Dntton, putting on his 
best manner for the occasion ; " but, I feel no doubt, will 
be too grateful for this honour, not. to c.\ei'l. herself to make 
a suitable return. As for my wile, gentlemen — " 

" And what is to prevent Mrs. Ilut.lon from being one of 
the party," interrupted Sir VVyeherly, as lie observed the 
husband to hesitate ; "she sometimes favours me with her 
company." 

" I rather think she will to-day, Sir Wycherly, if Mildred 
is well enough to go; the good woman teklom lets her 
daughter stray far from her apron-strinss- She keeps her, 
as I tell her, within the sweep of her own hawse, Sir Ger- 

" So much the wiser she, Master Dtilton," returned the 
admiral, pointedly. " The best pilot for a young woman is 
a good mother ; and now you have a fleet in your road- 
stead, I need not tell a seaman of your experience that you 
are on pilot-ground ; — hey ! Atwooil V 

Here the parties s^oa rated, JJuUou remaining uncovered 
until his superior had turned the corner of his little cottage, 
and was fairly out of sight. Then the master entered his 
dwelling to prepare his will 1 and daughter for the honours 
they had in perspective. Before he executed this duty, how- 
ever, the unfortunate man opened what, he called a locker — ■ 
what, a housewife would term a cupboard— and lor I. died Ids- 
nerves with a strom; draught of pure Xantcs ; a liquor that 
no hostilities, custon> house duties, or national antipathies, 
has ever been able to bring into general disrepute in the 
British Islands. In the mean time the party of the two baro- 
nets pursued its way towards the Hall. 

The village, or hamlet of Wychecombe, lay about half- 
way between the station and the residence of the lord of tho 
manor. It was an exceedingly rural and retired collection 
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of mean houses, possessing neither phyddan, apothecary 
nor attorney, (o give it importance. A small inn, two or 
three shops of the humUost kind, and some twenty cottages 
of .bibourcrs and mechanics, composed the place, which, at 
that early day, had not even* a chapel, or a conventicle; 
dissent not having made much progress then in England. 
Thf: parish church, one of the old edifices of the time of 
the Henrys, stood quite alone, in a field, more than a mile 
from the place; and the vicarage, a respectable abode, 
was just on the edge of the park, tidy half a mile more dis- 
tant. In short, Wydiceombe was one of those places which 
was so far on the decline, that lew or no traces of any little 
importance it may have once possessed, were any longer to 
be discovered ; and it had sunk entirely into a hamlet that 
owed its allowed claims to be marked on the maps, a-nd to 
be noted in the gazetteers, altogether lo its antiquity, and 
the name it had given to one of Ihe oldest knightly families 
in England. 

No wonder then, that the arrival of a fleet under the head, 
produced a great excitement in the little village. The an- 
chorage was excellent, so far a* the bottom was concerned, 
but it could scarcely be called a road.stcad in any other point 
of view, since there was shelter against no wind but that 
which blew directly oil' shore, which happened to be a wind 
that did not prevail in i.hat pnvl of the island. Occasionally, 
a small cruiser would come-to, in the offing, and a few fri- 
gates had lain at .single anchors in the roads, for a tide or 
so, in waiting for a change of weather ; but this was the first 
fleet that had been known to moor under the cliffs within 
the memory of man. The fog bad prevented the honest vil- 
lagers from ascertaining the unexpected honour that had 
been done them, until the reports of the two guns reached 
then- ears, when the important intelligence spread v.ifh due 
rapidity over the entire adjacent country. .Although Wyche- 
combe did not lie in actual view of the sea, by the lime the 
party of Sir Wychedy entered the hamlet, its little street 
was already crowded with visiters from the fleet ; every ves- 
sel having sent at least one boat ashore, and many of them 
some three or four. Captain's and gun-room stewards, mid- 
shipmen's foragers, loblolly boys, and Other similar harpies, 
were out in scores ; for this was a part of the world in which 
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bum-boats were unknown ; and if (ho mountain would nol 
come to Mahomet, Maliomo; must Hun go to Ihe mountain.. 
Half an hour had sufficed io exhaust ali flic unsophisticated 
simplicity ol'tiio hamlet; and milk, eggs, fresh butter, soft- 
tommy, vegetables, and such fruits us were ripe, had already 
risen quite one hundred [ice cent, in the market. 

Sir Oervaise bad culled his force the southern squadron, 
from the circumstance of its having- been cruising in the Bay 
of Biscay, for the last six monihs. This was a wild win- 
lev-station, the danger from ihe elements greatly surpassing 
any that could well be anticipated from tiie enemy. The 
duty notwithstanding had been well and closely performed; 
several West India, and one valuable blast India convoy 
having been effbc-tiiaMy protected, as well as a few straggling 
frigates of the enemy picked up ; but the service had been 
excessively laborious to all Ciisruged in it, and replete with 
privations. Most of those who now landed, had not trod 
terra firma for half a year, and it was not wonderful that all 
the officers whose duties did not confine 'bom to (he vessels, 
gladly seized the occasion to feast their senses with the 
verdure and odours of their native island-, Quite a hun- 
dred guests of this character were also pouring into the street 
of Wychecombe, or spreading themselves among (he sur- 
rounding farm-houses ; flirting with the awkward and blush- 
ing girls, and keeping an eye at the same time to the main 
chance of the mess-table. 

" Our boys have already found out your village, Sir Wy. 
cherly, in spkeof thefog," (lie vice-admiral remarked, good- 
humoured] y. as he cast his eyes around at the movement of 
(he street ;■ " and the locusts of .Ivgypt will not come nearer 
.o breeding a famine. One would iiiink there was a great 
dinner in petto, in every cabin of the fleet, by the number 
of the captain's stewards that are ashore, hey ! At wood 1 I 
have seen nine of ihe harpies, myself, and ihe other seven 
can'f bo far off." 

" Here is Gaiicygo, Sir Gorvnise," returned the secretary, 
smiling; "though he can scarcely be called a captain's 
steward, having the honour to servo a vice-admiral and a 
■commander-in-chief." 

"Ay, but we feed ihe whole fleet a( times, and have some 
excuse for being a lltf e o_\acLijg— bargee, Galleygo—rgct a 
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horse-cart, and push oil' at once, four or five miles further 
into the country; you misfit, as well expect to find real 
pearls in fishes 7 eyes, as hope to pick up anything nice 
among so many gun-room a.r.d eocl:-pit boys. I dine ashore 
to-day, but Captain Greenly is iontl of mutlou-chops, you '11 
remember." 

This was said kindly, and in the manner of a man accus- 
tomed to treat his domestics with the familiarity of humble 
friends. Galley go was an uiip;'om:sim; a looking butler a; 
any gentleman ashore would be at. id I likely to tolerate; but 
he had been with his present master, and in his present ca- 
pacity, ever since the; latter had commanded a sloop of war, 
All his youth had been passed as a top-man, and he was 
really a prime seaman; but accident having temporarily 
placed him in bis present sla'ion, Captain Oak es was so 
much pleased with his attention to his d-vty, and particularly 
with his order, that he ever afterwards relained him in his 
cabin. notwithstanding the strong desire the hornet fellow 
himself had felt to remain aloft. Time and familiarity, at 
length reconciled the steward to his station, though he did 
not formally accept 'it, until a clear agreement had been 
made that be was not la -hi considered an idler on any occa- 
sion that called for the services of the best men. In this 
manner David, for such was his Christian name, had be- 
come a sort of nondescript on board of a man-of-war; being 
foremost in all the cuttings out, a captain of a gun, and was 
frequently seen on a yard in moments of difficulty, just to 
keep his hand in, as he expressed it, while he descended to 
the duties of the cabin in peaceable times and good weather. 
Near thirty years had 3m thus been ha If- steward, half-sea- 
man when afloat, while on land he was rather a counsellor 
and minister of the closet, than a servant ; for out of a ship he 
was utterly useless, though he never left bis master for a 
week at a lime, ashore or afloat. The name of Gaileygo 
was a sobriquet conlerred by his brother top-men, but had 
been so generally used, that for the last twenty years most 
of his shipmates believed it to be his patronymic. When 
this compound of cabin and forecastle received the order 
just related, he touched :h<; lock of hair on his forehead, a 
ceremony he always used before he spoke to Sir Gervaiso, 
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tho Iinr bi -In o; removed at some three: of iiji.u' y;u'ds' distance, 
and made his customary answer of — 

" Ay-ay-sir — your honour has been a young gentleman 
yourself, and knows what a yonng ;;Pii!!'.-inrL]i"-; stomach <iet; 
to be, a'ter a six months' fast In the Bay of Biscay : and a 
young gentleman's boy's stomach, loo. I always thinks 
there's but n small chance for us, sir, when I sees six or 
eight of them light cruisers in riy neighbourhood. They're 
soni'mut like the sloops and cutters of a fleet, which picks 
up all the prizes." 

" Quite true, Master Ga'leygo : but if the light cruisers 
get the prizes, you should recollect that the admiral always 
has his share of the prize-money." 

" Yes sir, I knows we lias our share, but that 'a accordin' 
to taw, and because the commanders of the light craft can' 
help it. Let 'em once get the law on their side, and not a 
ha'pence would bless out pockets ! No, sir, what we gels, 
we gets by the law ; and as there is no law to fetch up young 
gentlemen or their boys, lhat pays as they goes, wo never 
gets anything they or their hoys puis hands on." 

" I dare say you are right, David, as you always are. It 
wouldn't be a bad !hiug to have a u Act of Parliament to give 
an admiral his twentieth in the reefers' foragings. The old 
fellows would sometimes i;et hack some of (heir own poultry 
and fruit in that way, hey ! Atwood?" 

Tho secretary smiled ids assent, and then Sir Gervaise 
apologized to his host, repealed the order to the steward, and 
the party proceeded. 

" This fellow of mine, Sir Wycherly, is no respecter of 
persons, beyond the etirpiette of a. man-of-war," the admiral 
continued, by way of further excuse. "I believe His 
Majesty himself would be favoured with an essay on some 
part of the economy of tho cabin, wore (Jalleygo to get an 
opportunity of speaking his mind to him. ' Nor is the fool 
without his expectations nf sotno da ^ enjoying this privilege; 
for the last time I went to court, I found honest David rig- 
ged, from stem to stern, in a full suit of claret and steel, 
under the idea that he was ' to sail in company with me,' 
as he called it, ' with or without signal !' " 

" There was nothing surprising in that, Sir Gervaise," 
observed the secretary. " Galleygo has sailed in company 
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with you so long, and to so many strange lands ; has been 
through so many dangers at your side, and has got so com- 
pletely To consider himself as pari of the family, that it was 
the most natural thing in the world he should expect to go 
io court with you." 

" True enough. The fellow would face the devil, at my 
side, and [ (ioivt see why he should hesitate to face (he king. 
I sometimes call him Lady Oakes, Sir Wycherly, for he 
appears to think he has a right of dower, or some other law- 
yer-like claim on my estate ; and as for the fleet, he always 
speaks of that, as it' we commanded it in common. I wonder 
how Bluewater tolerates the blackguard; for he never scru- 
ples to allude to him as under our orders! If anything 
should befal me, Did; a.nd David wodd have a civil war fof 
the succession, hey ! Atwood ?" 

" 1 think military subordination would faring Galloygo to 
his senses, Sir Gervaise, should such an unfortunate acci- 
dent occur — which Heaven avert lor many years to come ! 
There is Admiral Bluewater coming up the street, at this 
very moment, sir." 

At this sudden announcement, the whole party turned to 
look in the direction intimated by the secretary. It was by 
this time at one end of the short, street, and all saw a man 
just entering the other, who, in his walk, air, attire, and 
manner, formed a striking contrast to the active, merry, 
bustling, youthful young sailors wiio thronged the hamlet. 
In person, Admiral Bluewater was exceedingly tall and ex- 
ceedingly thin. Like most seamen who have that physical 
formation, he stooped ; a circumstance that gave his years 
a greater apparent command over his frame, than they pos- 
sessed in reality. While this bend in his figure deprived it, 
ia a great measure, of the sturdy martial air that his supe- 
rior presented to the observer, it lent to his carriage a quiet 
and dignity tha! I* ni;g-:t ofhenvlso linve wanted. Corlain'y, 
were this officer attired like an ordinary civilian, no one 
would have taken him for one of England's bravest and 
most efficient sea-caplatns ; he would have passed rather as 
some Ihoughtful, wd! -educated, and refined gentleman, of 
retired habits, diflident of himself, and a stranger to ambi- 
tion. He wore an undress re;ir-admiral's uniform, as a 
matter of course ; but he wore it carelessly, as if from a 
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sense of duty only ; or iioii-ci.vii that no arrangement could 
give him a military air. Still ;i!i about hb person was iault- 
lessly neat, and perfectly respectable. In a word, dj one 
but a man accustomed to the sea, were it not for his uniform, 
would suspect the rear-admiral oi' being u sailor; and even 
the seaman himself might he often puzzled to detect any 
other signs of the proli-ssion about him, than were to be 
found in a face, which, iair, gentlemanly, handsome, and 
even courtly as it was, in expression and outline, wore the 
tint that exposure invariably stamps on the mariner's coun- 
tenance. Here, however, bis nnscaman-like character 
ceased. Admiral Oakes had often declared that l; J lick 
Bluewater knew more about u. ship than any man in tug- 
land ;" and as for a (lect, his mode of manoeuvring one bad 
got to be standard in the service. 

As soon as Sir Gervuise I'ee.ogniired bi.i friend, he expressed 
a wish to wait for him, which was courteously converted by 
Sir Wycherly into a proposition to return and meet him. 
So abstracted was Admiral Bkiowaler, liowever, that he did 
not see the party that was appre-aohiu^ him, until he was 
fairly accosted by Sir Gervaise, who led the advance by a 
few yards. 

" Good-day to you.T.iluowater,' 1 commenced the latter, in 
bis familiar, off-hand way ; " I 'm glad you have torn your- 
self away from your ship ; though I must say the manner 
in which you caine-Lo, in that fog, was more like instinct, 
than anything human! I determined to toll you as much, 
the moment we met ; for I don't think there is a ship, half 
her length out of mathematical order, notwithstanding the 
tide runs, hem, like a race-horse." 

"That is owing to your captains, Sir Oervuise," returned 
the other, observing the reject of manner, that the inferior 
never loses with his superior, on service, and in a navy ; let 
their relative rank and intimacy be what they may on all 
other occasions ; " good eapta.in.s make bandy ships. Our 
gentlemen have now been together- so long, that they un- 
derstand each other's movements ; and every vessel in the 
fleet has her character as well as her commander !" 

" Very true, Admiral Blue water, and yet there is not an- 
other officer ii! Ifls Majesty's service, t bill could have brought 

a fleet to anchor, in so much order and in such a fog , and 
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1 ii.sk vdnr leave, sir, most particularly to thank you for the 
lesson you- have yivcn, noi. only to the explains, but to the 
commander-in-chief. I presume J ii;ay admire that which I 
cannot exactly imitate." 

The rear-admiral merely smiled and touched his hat in 
acknowledgment of the compliment, but he made no direct 
answer in words, Py this lime Sir Wycherly and ihe o'iiers 
had approached, and the customary in! reductions took place. 
Sir Wycherly now pressed his new acquaintance to join his 
guests, with so much heartiness, Unit there was no such 
tiling as refusing. 

" Since you and Sir Gervaise both insist on it so earnest- 
ly, Sir Wycherly," returned the rear-admiral, " I must, con- 
sent; but as it is contrary lo our practice, when on foreign 
service — and I call this road-load a foreign station, as lo any- 
thing wo know about it — as it. is contrary to our practice for 
both flag-officers to sleep out of the fleet, I shall claim the 
privilege to be allowed to go oil" io my ship before midnight. 
I think the weather leeks skilled. Sir Gervaise, and wo may 
trust /hut many hours, without apprehension." 

" Pooh — pooh — -lil ue water, yea are always fancying the 
ships in a gale, and clawing oil' a. lee-shore. Put your heart 
at rest, and let us go and take a comfortable dinner with Sir 
Wycherly, who bus a London paper, i dare to say, that may 
let us into some of i he secrels of state. Are there any tidings 
from our people in Flanders?" 

"Things remain pretty much as they have been," re- 
turned Sir Wycherly, "since that last terrible affair, in 
which the Duke got the better of the Trench at — I never 
can remember an ouilandisb name ; bi.il it. sounds something 
like a Christian baptism. If my poor brother, St. James, 
were living, now, he could tell us all about " 

" Christian baptism ! That 's an odd ail. on for a field 
of battle. The armies can't have got to Jei alem ; hey [ 
At wood V 

"I rather think, Sir Gervaise,'' llicscerefury coolly remark- 
ed, " that Sir Wycherly Wychceombe refers to the battle that 
took place last spring — it was fought ai Font-something ; 
and a font certainly ha;- something io do with Christian bap- 

" That 'a it— that 'a it," cried Sir Wycherly, with some 
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" Fonteno'i was the name of the place, where the 
Duke would have carried ;l1I before liim, and brought Mar- 
shal Saxe, and all his frog -eaters prisoners to England, had 
our Dutch and German allies behaved better than they did. 
So it is with poor old England, gem lumen ; whatever she 
gains, her allies always losu for her — the Germans, or the 
colonists, are constantly getting us into trouble !" 

Both Sir Gervaise and his friend were practical men, and 
well knew that they never foi.iy.lir. the Dutch or the French, 
without meet hi" wiih something that was pretty nearly their 
match. They had no iitith in general national superiority. 
The courts-martial that so oilen succeeded general actions, 
had taught them that there were all degroesof spirit, as well 
as all degrees of a want of spirit ; and they knew too much, 
to be the dupes of flourishes ofthepen,or of vapid declama- 
tion at dinner-speeches, and in the House of Commons. 
Men, well led and commanded, I hey had ascertained by ex- 
perience, were worth twice as much as trie same men when 
ill led and ill commanded ; and they were not to be told 
that the moral tone of an army or a fleet, from which all its 
success was derived, depended more on the conventional 
feeling that had been got up through moral agencies, than 
on birth-place, origin, or colour. Each glanced his eye sig- 
nificantly at the other, and a sarcastic smile passed over the 
face of Sir Gervaise, ihoagh his friend maintained his cus- 
tomary appearance of gravity. 

" I believe le Grand Monarque and Marshal Saxe give a 
different account of that matter, .Sir Wvcherly," drily ob- 
served the former ; " and it may be well to remember that 
there are two sides to every story. Whatever may be said 
of Dettingen, I fancy history will set down Fontenoi as 
anything but a leather in .! lis Royal Richness' cap." 

" You surely do not consider it possible for the French 
arms to overthrow a British army, Sir Gervaise Oakes !" 
exclaimed the simple-minded provincial— for such was Sir 
YVyelh-Hy Wyeliccombe, (hough he had sal in parliament, 
had four thousand a year, and was of one of the oldest fami- 
lies in England-—" It sounds like treason to admit the possi- 
bility of such a thing." 

" God bless us, my dear sir, I am as far from supposing 
nny such thing, as the Duke of Cumberland himself; who, 
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by the way, has as much Knglish blood in his veins, as the 
Baltic may have of the wjiI.m" of the Mediterranean — hey ! 
Atwood? By the way, Sir Wyeherly, I must ask a little 
tenderness of you in behalf of my friend the secretary, here, 
who has a national weakness in favour of the Pretender, and 
till oi' the clan Stuart." 

" I hope not — I sincerely hope not, Sir Gervaise !" ex- 
claimed Sir Wyeherly, with a warmth that was not entirely 
free from alarm ; his own loyalty to the new house being 
altogether without reproach. " Mr. Atwood has the air of a 
gentleman of too good principles not to see on which side 
real religious and politieal hbcrty lie. I am stiro you are 
pleased to be joeu'ar, Sir Gervaise ; the very circumstance 
that he is in your company is a pledge of his loyalty." 

" Well, well, Sir Wyeherly, I would not give you a false 
idea of my friend Atwood. if posJibJe : and so I may as Weil 
confess, that, while his Sco'.eh blood inclines him to to ry- 
ism, his English reason makes him a whig. If Charles 
Stuart never gets the throne until Stephen Atwood helps him 
to a seat on it, he may take leave, of ambition for ever." 

"I thought as much, Sir Gervaise — 1 thought your secre- 
tary could never lean to the doctrine of ' passive obedience 
and non- resists nee.' That 's a principle which would hardly 
suit sailors, Admiral Bluewater." 

Admiral Rluewater's fine, full, blue eye lighted with an 
expression approaching irony : but he made no other answer 
than a slight inclination of the head. In point of fact, he 
was a Jacobite ; though no one was acquainted with the cir- 
cumstance but his immer.ha'e commanding officer. As a 
seaman, he was called on only to serve his country ; and, 
as often happens to military men, he was willing to do this 
under any superior whom circumstances might place over 
his head, let his private sentiments be what they might. 
During the civil war of 1715, ho was too young in years, 
itnd too low in rank, to render his opinions of much im- 
portance; and, kept on foreign stations, his services could 
only affect the general interests of the nation, without pro- 
ducing any influence on the contest at heme. Since that 
period, nothing had occurred to require one, whose duty 
kept him on the ocean, to come to a very positive decision 
between the two masters that claimed his allegiance. Sir 
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Gervuise had always been able to persuade I j F is i iIilll he was 
sustaining ilie honour and interests of his country, and that 
ought to he suiiicien'. to a patriot, let who would rule. Not- 
withstanding this wide diilerence in political feeling between 
the two admirals — -Sir Gervuise being as decided a whig, as 
his friend was a tory — their personal harmony had been 
without a shade. As to coniideuce, the superior knew the 
inferior so well, thai he believed the surest way to prevent his 
taking sides openly with the Jacobites, ov of doing them secret 
service, was to put it in his power to commit a great breach 
of trust. So long as frith were put. in his integrity, Sir Gcr- 
vaise felt certain his friend Ulucu-ater might be relied on; 
and he also knew that, should the moment ever come when 
the other really intended to abandon the service of the house 
of Hanover, he would frankly throw up his employments, 
and join the hostile sta.nda.rd, without proliting, in any man- 
ner, by the trusts he had previously enjoyed. It is also ne- 
cessary that the reader should understand (hat Admiral 
Bluewater had never communicated his political opinions to 
any person but his friend ; the Pretender and his counsellors 
being as ignorant of them, as George II. and his ministers. 
The only practical ofie;'!, therclbi'e, that tlicy had ever pro- 
duced was to induce him to decline separate commands, 
several of which had been ollered to him ; one, quite equal 
to that enjoyed by Sir Gervaisa Oabcs, himself... 

" No," the latter answered to Sir Wycherly's remark ; 
though the grave, thoughtful expression of his face, showed 
how little his feelings chimed in, at the moment, with the 
ironical language of his tongue. " No — Sir Wycherly, a 
man-of-war's m-m, in particular, has nut the slightest idea 
of ' passive obedience and non-res:s!anea,'— that is a doctrine 
which is intelligible only to papists and tories. Bluewater 
is in a brown study ; thinking no doubt of the manner in 
which he intends to lead down on Monsieur de Gravelin, 
should we ever have the lurk to meet that gentleman again ; 
so we will, if it's agreeable to ai! parties, change the sub- 

" With all my heart. Sir Gervaise,". answered the baronet, 
cordially; "and, after all, there is little use in discussing 
the aflair of the Pretender any longer, for be appears to be 
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quite out of men's minds, since that last failure of King 
Louis XV." 

" Yes, Norris rutins crushed (ho young viper in its shell, 
and wc may consider ihe tiling at an end." 

" Sn my late brother, Paron Y\ yoliocombc, always treated 
it, Sir Gervaisc. He once assured me that the twelve 
judges were clearly against the claim, and that the Stuarts 
had nothing to expect from them." 

" Did he tell you, sir, on what ground ! hesc learned gen- 
tlemen had come to this decision V quietly asked Admiral 
Blue water. 

" He did, indeed ; for lie knew my s'ronsr desire to make 
out a good case against the lories so well, that he laid all 
the law before me. I am a bad hand, however, to repeat 
even what I hear; though my poor bro! her, the late Rev. 
Tames Wychecombe — St, James as 1 used to call him — 
could go over a d^courso liulfnn hour Kin y;, n rid nut miss a. 
word. Thomas and James appear to have run away with 
the memories of the rest of the family. Nevertheless, I re- 
collect it all depended on an act of Parliament, which is 
supreme : and the house of 1. Tan over reigning by an act of 
I'ariiiunenl, no court could set aside the claim." 

" Very clearly explained, sir," continued Bluewater ; 
" and you will permit me lo say that ilicro was no necessity 
for an apology on account of the memory. Your brother, 
however, might not have exactly explained what an act of 
Parliament is. King, Lords, and Commons, are all neces- 
sary to an act of Parliament." 

" Certainly — -wc all inow that, my dear admiral ; we poor 
fellows ashore here, as well as you mariners at sea. Thu 
ITanovc-i'ian succession had ail three lo authorize It." 

■'Had it a king. T" 

" A king ! Out of dispute — or what we bachelors ought 
to consider as much better, it had a queen. Queen Anna 
approved of the act, and that made it an act of Parliament. 
[ assure you, I learned a good deal of law in the Baron's 
visits to Wychecombe ; and in the pleasant hours we used 
lo chat together in his chambers !" 

" And who signed the act of Parliament that made Anno 
!i queen ? or did she ascend the throne by regular succes- 
sion 7 Both Mary and Anne were sovereigns by acts of 
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Parliament, and we must look back until we get the ap- 
proval of a prince who look (.he crown by legal descent." 

" Come — come, Rlucwaler," put in Sir Gervaise, gravely ; 
" we may persuade Sir Yvycliei-iy, in this manner, that he 
has a nouple of furious Jacobites in company. The Stuarts 
were dethroned hy a revolution, which is a law of nature, 
and enacted by God, and which of course overshadows all 
other laws when it gels into the ascendant, as it clearly has 
done in this case. I take it, Sir Wychei'ly, these are your 
park-gates, and '.hat vender is the Hall." 

This remark changed the discourse, and the whole party 
proceeded towards the house, discussinir the beauty of its 
position, its history, and its advantages, until they reached 
its door. 



CHAPTER V. 



Ouk plan does not require an elaborate description of the re- 
sidence of Sir Wycbevl v. The house had been neither priory, 
abbey, nor castle; but it was erected as a dwelling for 
himself and bis posterity, by a Sir .Michael Wychecombe, 
two or three centuries before, and had been kept in good 
serviceable condition ever since. It bad the usual long, nar- 
row windows, a suitable hull, wainscoted rooms, battle- 
mented walls, and turreted angles. It was neither large, 
nor small; handsome, nor ugly ; grand, nor mean; but it 
was quaint, respectable in appearance, and comfortable as 
an abode. 

The admirals were put each in possession of bed-cham- 
bers and dressing-rooms, as soon as they arrived ; and At- 
wood was berthed not far from h:.s commanding-officer, in 
readiness for service, if required. Sir Wycherly was natu- 
rally hospitable; hut his retired situation had given him a 
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zest for company, that greatly increased the inborn dispoei- 
tion. Sir Gervaisc, it. mid understood, wad to pass the night 
with him, and ho entertained s'.roni; hopes of including hi3 
friend in tlic same arrangement. Beds were ordered, too, 
for Dutton, his wile, and daughter ; and his namesake, the 
lieutenant, was expected also to sleep under his roof, thai 
night. 

The day passed in Hie customary manner; the party hav- 
ing break lusted, unci ihon separated io attend lu their several 
occupations, agreeably to Ihe usages of ail country houses, 
in all parts of the world, and, we believe, in all time. Sir 
Gervaise, who had sent a messenger off to the Plantageoet 
for ecrfain papers, spent, the morning in writing; Admiral 
Bluewatcr walked in the park, by himself; At wood was oc- 
cupied with his superior ; Sir Wyeherly rode among his 
labourers ; and Tom Wye.iioeombe took a rod, and pretended 
to go forth to fish, though he actually held his way bock to 
the head-land, lingering in and around the cottage until it 
was time to return home. At the proper hour, Sir Wy. 
cherly seui. his chariot for the ladies; and a few minutes 
before the appointed moment, the nat'v began to assemble 
in the drawing- room. 

When Sir Wyeherly appeared, he found the Duttons al- 
ready in possession, with Tom doing the honours of the 
house. Of the sailing-muster and bis daughter, it is unne- 
cessary to say more than thiit the former was in his best uni- 
form — an exceedingly plain one, as wan then the case with 
the whole naval wardrobe — and that the last hud recovered 
from her illness, as was evident by the bloom that the sen- 
sitive blushes constantly easl athwart her lovely face. Her 
attire was exactly what it ought to have been ; neat, simple, 
and becoming. In honour of the host, she wore her best ; 
but this was what became her station, though a little jewelry 
(hat rather surpassed what might have been expected in a 
girl of her rani: of life, threw around her person an air of 
modest elegance. Mrs. Button was n. plain, matronly wo- 
man — the daughter of a land-steward of a nobleman in the 
same county — with an air of great menta.1 suffering, from 
griefs she had never vuS exposed to the heartless sympathy 
of the world. 

The baronet was so much in the habit of seeing his hum- 
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ble neighbours, that an intimacy bud grown up between 
them. Sir Wycherly, who was any thing but an acute ob- 
server, felt an interest in the melancboiydeoking, and almost 
liea l'I- broken mother, without knowing why; or certainly 
without suspecting the real character of her habitual sad- 
ness; while Mildred's youth and beauty had not failed of 
producing the customary eliecl of making n friend of the 
old bachelor. He shook hands all round, therefore, with 
great cordiality ; o.\]> renins iiis joy at meeiing Mrs. Dutton, 
and congratulating the daughter on her complete recovery. 

" I see Tom has been attentive to Ins duty," he added, 
"while I've been detained by a silly lelbw about a com- 
plaint against a poacher. My namesake, young Wycherly, 
has not got hack yet, though it. is quite two hours past his 
time ; and Mr. At wood tells me the admiral is a little uneasy 
about his despatches. 1 toil him Ms'. Wycherly Wyche- 
combc, though 1 have not the honour oi' ranking him among 
my relatives, and he is only a Virginian by birth, is a young 
man to be relied on ; and that the despatches arc safe, let 
what may detain the courier." 

" And why should not. a Virginian be every way as trust- 
worthy and prompt as an English man, Sir Wycherly V 
asked Mrs. Dutton. " tie Li an Englishman, merely sepa- 
rated from us by the water," 

This was said mildly, or in the manner of one accustomed 
to speak under a rebuked feeling ; but it was said earnestly, 
and perhaps a little reproachfully, while the speaker's eye 
glanced with natural interest towards the beautiful face of 
her daughter. 

"Why not, sure enough, my dear Mrs. Uutton 1" echoed the 
baronet. " They arc Englishmen, like ourselves, only born 
out of the realm, as it might be, and no doubt a little dif- 
ferent on that account. They are fellow-subjects, Mrs. 
Dutton, and that is a great deal. Then they are miracles 
of loyalty, there being scarcely a Jacobite, as they tell me, 
in all the colonies." 

" Mr. Wycherly Wyebecornlm is a very respectable young 
gentleman," said Dutton ; " and I hear he is a prime seaman 
for his years. He has not the honour of being related to 
this distinguished family, like Mr. Thomas, here, it is true; 
but he is likely to make a name lor himself. Should he 
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get a ship, and do as handsome things in her, as he has 
done already, {III; .Vhijesry would probacy knight him ; and 
then we should have two Si: Wychc-rly Wychecombes !" 

" I hope not — ■ I hope not !" exclaimed the baronet ; " I 
think there must br: a law against that. As it is, I shall be 
obliged to put Bart, after my name, aa my worthy grandfa- 
ther used to do, in order to prevent confusion ; but England 
can't bear two Sir Wydierlys, any more than the world 
can bear two suns. Is not tlm! your opinion, Miss Mildred V 

The baronet had laughed at his own allusion, showing he 
spoke half jocularly ; but, as liis question was put in too di- 
rect a manner to escape general attention, the confused girl 
was obliged to answer. 

"I dare say Mr. VVyehecomhe wall never reach a rank 
high enough to cause any such diihculiy," she said; and it 
was said in all sincerity; ibr, unconsciously perhaps, she 
secretly hoped that no difference so wide might ever he 
created between the youth and herself. " If he should, I 
suppose his rights would be as good as another's, and he 
must keep his name." 

" In such a case, which is improbable enough, as Miss 
Mildred has so well observed," put in Tom Wychecombe, 
" we should have to submit to the knighthood, for thai 
comes from the kin;;, who niij-ht knight a chimney-sweep, 
if lie see lit; but a question might be raised as to the name. 
It is bad enough as it is ; but if it really got to be two Sir 
Wycherlys, 1 think my deiir une'e would be wrong to sub- 
mit to such an invasion ol" what one mi«ht call his individu- 
ality, without making some inquiry as to the right of the 
gentleman to one or both his names. The result mightshow 
thai flic king had marie a. >"-;r Something- Nobody." 

The sneer and spite with whidi this was. uttered, were too 
marked to escape no.iee ; ami l.u.iih Di.r.l.on and his wife felt it 
would be unpleasant to mingle farther in the discourse. 
Still the last, submissive, relink;:.:!, ami. heart-broken as she 
was, felt a glow on her own pnie cheek, as she saw the 
colour mount in the face of Mildred, and she delected the 
strong impulses that urged the generous girl herself to 
answer. 

" We have now known Mr. Wychecombe several months," 
observed Mildred, fastening her full, blue eye calmly on 
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Tom's sinister-looking face ; " and we have never known 
anything to cause us to think he would bear a name — or 
names — that he docs not at least think lie has a right to," 

This was said gently, but so distinctly, that every word 
entered i'airly into Tom VV'yeheeomlie's soul ; who threw a 
quick, auspicious glance at the lovely speaker, as if to as- 
certain how far she intended any allusion to himself. Meet- 
ing with no other explosion than that of generous interest, 
he recovered his self-command, and made his reply with 
su'licien! coolness. 

" Upon ray word, Mrs. DuUon," hi: cried, laughing ; " wo 
young men will all of us have to get over the cliff, and hang 
dangling at the end of a rope, in order to awaken an interest 
in Miss Mildred, to defend us when our backs are turned. 
So eloquent — and most especially, so lovely, so charming 
an advocate, is almost cerium of success : and my uncle and 
myself must admit the absent gentleman's right to our 
name ; though, heaven he praised, be has not yet got either 
the title or the estate." 

"I hope I have said nothing. Sir Wycberly, to displease 
you" returned Miblrod, with emphasis ; though her face was 
a thousand times bimdsiimer than ever, with the blushes 
that suffused it. "Nothing would pain me more, than to 
suppose I had done so improper n thing. I merely meant 
that wc cannot believe Mr. Wyclicrly ft ychecombe would 
willingly take a name he had no right to." 

" My little dear," paid the baronet, Liking the hand of the 
distressed girl, and kissing her cheek, as he had often done 
before, with fatherly tenderness ; " it is not an easy matter 
for you to offend me; and I 'm sure the young fellow is quite 
welcome to both my names, if you wish hi in to have 'cm." 

" And I merely meant, Miss Mild red," resumed Tom, who 
feared be might have gone too far ; " that the young gentle- 
man — quite without any fault of his own — is probably igno- 
rant how he came Ijy.two names that have so long pertained 
to the head of an smeieni and honourable family. There is 
many a youn<r. mini born, who is worthy of being an earl, 
but whom the law considers—'' hen: Tom paused to choose 
terms suitable for his auditor, when the baronet added, 

" K.filius nullius — that 's the phrase, Tom — I had it from 
your own father's mouth." 
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Tom Wjvh'viiLiilK.' started, and -ooliou furtively around 
him, as if to ascertriin who suspected the truth. Then he 
continued, anxious iu regain the ground he feared he had 
lost in Mildred's favour. 

" Filius nullius means, Miss Mildred, exactly what I 
wish to express; a family without any legal origin. They 
tell me, however, that in (lie colonies, nothing i.s more com- 
mon than for people to Utke Ilia names of the great families 
at home, and alter a while thev \h:.y.:y themselves related." 

11 1 never heard Mr. Wy ohorly VV yeaeeombe say a word 
Lo lead us to suppose that ho was, in any manner, connected 
with this family, sir," returned Mildred, calmly, hut quite 
distinctly. 

" Did you ever hear him say lie was not, Miss Mildred ?" 

"I cannot say I ever did, Mi. Wycheeombe. It is a sub- 
ject that has seldom been introduced in my hearing." 

"But it has often boon introduced in bis ! I declare, Sir 
Wycherlyj it has struck me as singular, that while you and 
[ have so very freeuenr.ly stated iu the presence of this gen- 
tleman, that our families are in no way connecied, he has 
never, in any manner, not even by a nod or a look of ap- 
probation, assented to what he must certainly know to he 
the case. But I suppose, like a. true colonist, he was un- 
willing to give up bis bold on the old stock." 

Here the entrance of J?ir Gervai.se Oalics changed the 
discourse. The vice-admiral joined the parly in good 
spirits, as is apt to be the case with men who have been 
much occupied with affairs of moment, and who meet relax- 
ation with a coosciousuess of having done (heir duty. 

"If one could take with him to sea, the comforts of such 
a house as this, Sir Wyeherly, and such handsome faces as 
your own, younf; la.dy," cried «;r Ge;'<.'ai~e, cheerfully, after 
he had made his salutations ; " there would be an end of 
our exctusivencss, lor every ptlU mallrc of Paris and Lon- 
don would turn sailor, as a matter of course. Six months 
in the Bay of Biscay gives an old fellow, like myself, a keen 
relish for these enjoyments, as hunger makes any meat 
palatable ; though I am far, very far, indeed, from putting 
this house or this company, on a level with an indifferent 
feast, oven for an epicure." 
" Such as it is, Sir Gervaise, the first is quite ot your 
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service, in all tilings," rejoined the host. : " and the last will 
do all in its power to make itself agreeable." 

" Ah — here comes l.lkowulor to echo all I have said and 
feel. I am Idling Si i' Wyoheriy and the ladies, of the satis- 
faction we grampuses experience when we get berthed under 
such a roof as this, with woman's sweet face to throw a 
gleam of happiness around her." 

Admiral Bluewuter kid already saluted the mother, but 
when his eye fell on the face and person of Mildred, it was 
riveted, for an instant, with an earnestness and intentness 
of surprise and admiration that all noted, though no one saw 
fit to comment on it. 

" Sir Gcrvaise is so o^a dished an admirer of the sex," 
saidtherear-admire.l, recovering hiiiiac'r.aker a pause; "that 
I am never astonished at any of his raptures. Salt water 
has the usual efieet en him, however ; for I have now known 
him longer than lie might wish to be reminded of, and yet 
the only mistress wlio can keep h:m true, is his ship." 

"And to that I believe I may be said to be constant. I 
don't know how it is with you, Sir Wyeherly, but every- 
thing I am accustomed to I like. Now, here I have sailed 
with both these gentlemen, until I should as soon think of 
going to sea without ;< bimiiiele, as to go to sea without 'em 
both — hey ! Atweeil ] — Then, as to the ship, my flag has 
been flying in the 1'Ianlagcnet these ten years, and 1 can't 
bear to give the old cralt v\>. though "kit; water, here, would 
have turned her over to an inferior after three year's ser- 
vice. I tell oil the young men fliey don't stay long enough 
in any one vessel to find out her good qualities. I never 
was in a slow ship yet." 

"For the simple reason I] nit you never get into a fast 
one, that you do not wear her (airiy out, before you give her 
up. The Plan la genet, Kir U'yohorly, is the fastest two- 
decker in His Majesty's service, a-u.l the vice-admiral knows 
it too well lo let any of us got foot in her, while her timbers 
will hang together." 

" Let it be so, if you will : it only shows, Sir Wyeherly, 
that I do not choose my friends for iheir bad qualities. But, 
allow me to ask, young lady, if you happen to know a cer- 
tain Mr. Wyeherly Wyehecomki — a namesake, but no w> 
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lative, I understand, of our respee tabic host — and one who 
holds it ecu million in [lis Majesty's service?" 

" Certainly, Sir Gervtil.se," Emswered Mildred, dropping 
her eyes to the floor, anil trembling, though she scarce knew 
why , " Mr. Wychecombe has been about here, now, for 
some months, and we till know something of him." 

"Then, perhaps you can tell me whether he is generally 
a loiterer on duty. I do not inquire whether ho is a laggard 
in his duty to you. hut whe'her, mounted on a good hunter, 
he could get over twenty miles, in eight or ton hours, for 
instance V 

" I think Sir Wyrk.rlv would tell you (hat he could, sir." 

"He may be a Wychecombe, Sir Wyeherly, but he is 
no Plantagonet, in the way of sailing. Surely the young 
gentleman ought to have returned some hours since !" 

" It 's quite surprising to me that he is not back before 
this," returned the kind-hear Lc-d baronet. " He is active, 
and understands himself, and there is not a better horseman 
in the county--— is there, Miss Mildred ?" 

Mildred did not think it necessary to reply to this direct 
appeal ; but spite of Ihe manner in which she had been en- 
deavouring to school her feelings, since the accident on the 
cliHj she could not prevent, the deadly paleness that dread 
of some accident had produced, or the rush of colour to her 
cheeks that followed from the unexpected question of Sir 
Wycberly. Turning to coneetil hoi coniii^ion, she met the 
eye of Tom Wychecombe riveted on her face, with an ex- 
pression so sinister, that it caused her to tremble. For- 
tunately, at this moment, Sir Gci'vaisc turned away, and 
drawing near his fiiend, on the other side of the large apart- 
ment, he said in an under tone— 

" Luckily, Atwood ban brought ashore a duplicate of my 
despatches, Bluowalir, and if (his dilatory gentleman does not 
return by the time wo have dined, 1 wiil send 01T a second 
courier. The intelligence is too important to bo trifled with; 
and aft 3i" having brought the fleet north, to be in readiness 
to serve the slate in this emergency, it would be rare folly 
to leave the ministry in ignorance of the reasons why I have 
done it." 

" Nevertheless, they would be almost as well-informed, 
as I am myself," returned the rear-admiral, with a little 
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point, but quite without any bitterness of manner. "The 
only advantage I have over ihem in that 1 do know whore 
the fleet is, which is more than the First Lord can boast of." 

'■' True — I had tin-got, my friend — but you must feel that 
there is a subject on which 1 had butler not consult you. 1 
have received some important mtul.igeivcc, that my duty, as 
a commander-in-chief, renders it necessary I should — keen 
to myself." 

Sir Gervaisc latched as he concluded, though he seemed 
vexed and embarrassed. Admiral Blue water betrayed neither 
chagrin, nor disappointment; lint strong, nearly ungoverna- 
ble curiosity, a feeling from which lie was singularly ex- 
empt in general, glowed in his eyes, and lighted his whole 
countenance. Still, habitual submission to Ins superior, and 
the self-command of discipline, enabled him to wait tor any- 
thing more that his friend might communicate. At this mo- 
ment, the door opened, and Wyelierly entered the room, in 
the state in which he had ju.st dismounted. It was necessary 
to throw but a single glance at his hurried manner, and 
general appearance, to know that lie had something of im- 
portance to communicate, and Sir Gervaiso ma.de a sign for 
him not lo speak. 

" This is public service, Sir Wycherly," said the vice-ad- 
miral, " and I hope you will excuse us for a few minutes, 
I beg this good company will be seated at table, as soon as 
dinner is served, and ihat you wilt treat us as old friends — 
as I should treat you, if we were on board the Piantagenet. 
Admiral Blue Water, will you be of our conference V 

Nothing more was said until the two admirals and (lie 
young lieutenant were in the dressing-room of Sir Gervaise 
Oakes. Then the latter turned, and addressed Wycherly, 
with the manner of a superior. 

" I should have met you with a reproof, for this delay, 
young gentleman," he eummeneed, " did I not suspect, from 
your appearance, that so met bin!; of moment has occurred to 
produce it. Had the mail passed the market-town, before 
you reached it, sir?" 

" It had not, Admiral Oakes ; and I have the satisfaction 
Df knowing that youi despatches are now several hours on 
fheir way to London. I reached the office just in season to 
see them mailed." 
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"Humph ! On board iho Plantagenet, it is the custom ior 
an officer to report any impor'am d'jiy done, ay soon as it is 
in a condition to be thus laid bc.'ore the superior!" 

"1 presume liiat is the usage in ail His Majesty's ships, 
Sir Gorvaise Oakes; but J have been taught that a proper 
nisen-'-on, when it docs not itilerlere with positive orders, 
and sometimes when it dors, is a surer sign of a useful offi- 
cer, than even the most slavish attention to rules." 

" That is a just distinction, young gentleman, though safer 
in the hands of a caplaiu, perhaps, than in those of a lieu- 
tenant," returned the vice-admiral, glancing at his friend, 
though he secretly admired the youth's spirit. " Discretion 
is a comparative term ; meaning diCei'e:it things with d if 
ferent persons. May I presume to ask what Mr. Wychei'ly 
Wychecombe calls discretion, in the present instance?" 

" You have every right, sir, to know, and I only wanted 
your permission to tell my whole story. While waiting to 
see the London mail start with your despatches, and to rest 
my horse, a post-chaise arrived (hat was carrying a gentle- 
man, who is suspecled of belt;:.' a Jacob;le, io bis eonnlry- 
seat, some thirty mf.e.s further west. This gentleman held 
a secret conference wills limVher person of the same way of 
thinking as himself; and Ikons was so much running and 
sending of messages, that J could not avoid suspecting some- 
thing was in the wind. Going to the stable to look after 
Sir Wycherly's hunter, for I knew how much he values the 
animal, I found one of (lie stranger's servants in discourse 
with the ostler. The latter told me, when the chaise had 
gone, that great, tidings had reached lector, before the tra- 
vellers quitied the town. These tidings he described as 
news that ' Charley was no longer over the water.' It was 
useless, Sir Gorvaise, to question one so stupid , and, at the 
inn, though all observed ihe manner of the traveller and his 
visiter, no one ootiid toll mo anything positive. Under the 
circumstances, therefore, I threw myself into the return 
chaise, and went as far asFowcy, where 1 met the important 
intelligence that Prince Charles has actually landed, and is 
at this moment up, in Scotland 1" 

" The Pretender is then really once more among us I" ex- 
claimed Sir Gervalse, like one who had half suspected (he 
truth. 



Hosiec by Google 



82 TUB TWO ADMIRALS. 

" Not the Pretouilcr, Sir Gervaisc, as I understand the 
news; bill Ins young son, Princp Charles Edward, one much 
more likely to give the kingdom trouble. The fact is cer- 
tain, I believe ,* and as i'. strode, mo thai i: might be important 
to the commando; of so tine a fleet as this which lies under 
Wychecombe Head, to know it, I lost no time in getting 
back with (lie intelligence."" 

"You have done well, voting gentleman, and have proven! 
hat discretion is quite as usofuL and respectable in a lieu- 
tenant, as it can possibly prove to be in a full admiral of the 
white. Go, now, and make yourself fit to take a seat by 
the side of one of the sweetest girls in England, where I 
shall expect to sec you, in fifteen minutes. Well, Bluewa- 
ler," he continued, as soon as the door closed on Wycherly ; 
" this is news, 'of a certainty !" 

" It is, indeed ; and I take it to be the news, or connected 
with the news, that you have scut to the i'irst Lord, in the 
late despatches. It. lias not taken you an.o:;c!her by sur- 
prise, if the truth were said?" 

"It has not, I confess. You know what excellent intelli- 
gence we have had, the past season, from the Bordeaux 
agent; he sent me off such proofs of this intended expedi- 
tion, that I though! it advisithlo to bring the fleet north on 
the strength of it, that the ships might be used as the exi- 
gency should requite." 

" Thank God, it is a long way to Scotland, and it is not 
probable we can reach the coast of that country until all in 
over! I wish we had inquired of (his young man with what 
sort of, and how large a naval lb roe Lhe prince was accom- 
panied with. Shall I send for him, that we may put the 
question I" 

" It is better Ilia* you remain passive. Admiral Blucwater. 
1 now promise you that yon shall learn all I hear ; and that, 
under lhe circumstances, I think ought to t;ontent you." 

The two admirals now separated, lhoiii;h neither returned 
to the company for some little time. The intelligence they 
had just learned was too important to he lightly received, 
and each of these veteran seamen paced bis room, for near 
a quarter of an hour, re (ice ling on whet might bo the probable 
consequences to (lie country and to himself. Sir Gcrvaise 
Oakes expected some event of this nature, and was less taken 
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by surprise than his friend ; still he viewed the crisis as ex- 
ceedingly serious, and as one likely to destroy [he prosperity 
of the nation, as well as the peace of families. There was 
then in England; as there is to-day, and as there probably 
will be ihroughout all tinir:, two parties; one of which clung 
to the past with its hereditary and exclusive privileges, 
while the other looked more Inwards change for anticipated 
advantages, and created honours. Religion, in that age, 
was made the stalking-horse of politicians; as is liberty on 
one side, and >rder on the other, in our own times ; and men 
just as blindly, a* vehemently, and as reaiu'dlcssly of prin- 
ciple, submitted to party in the middle of the eighteenth 
century, as we know they do in the middle of the nineteenth. 
The mode of acting was a little changed, and the watch- 
words and rallying points were not exactly the same, it is 
true; but, in all that relates In ignorant confidence, ferocious 
denunciation, and selfishness but half concealed under the 
cloak of patriotism, fiio h'ngluud of the original whigs and 
tories, was the England of conservatism and reform, and 
the America, of 1770, and the America of 1841, 

Still thousands always act, in political struggles, with the 
fairest intentions, though Iheyact in hitler opposition to each 
ither. When prejudice becomes the sihnulant of ignorance, 
no other result may be hoped tor: and the experience of the 
world, in the management of human affairs, has left the up- 
right and intelligent, bur. one conclusion as the reward of all 
the pains and penalties with which political revolutions have 
been effected— the conviction that no institutions can be in- 
vented, which a short ivnj'k lag does r.ot show will be perverted 
from their original intention, by the ingenuity of those en- 
trusted with power. In a word, the physical constitution ofman 
does not more infallibly lend to decrepitude arid imbecility, 
imperiously requiring a new being, and a new existence, to 
fulfil the objects of his creation, than the moral constitutions 
which are the fruits of his wisdom, eoutain the seeds of 
abuses and decay, that human selfishness will be as certain 
to cultivate, as human indulgence is to aid the course of na- 
ture, m hastening the approaches of death. Thus, while on 
the one hand, there exists the constant incentive of abuses 
and hopes to induce us to wish for modifications of the social 
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stricture, on (ho other there stands the experience of ages 
to demonstrate their insufficiency lo produce the happiness 
we aim at. II" the world advances in civilization and hu- 
manity, it is because knowledge will produce its fruits in 
every soil, and under every condition of cultivation and im- 
provement. 

Both Sir Gervaiso Unites and Admiral l!iue water believed 
iliemselves In bo purely TOvernci.l by principles, :n submit- 
ting to the bias that ouch felt townrcl.-; the conflicting claims 
of the houses of Brunswick and Stuart. Perhaps no two 
men in England were in fuel loss influenced by motives that 
they ought to feel ashamed to own ; and yet, as has been 
seen, while they thought so much alike on most other things, 
no this they were diametrically opposed to each other. 
Dunn:; the many years of arduous and delicate (.It; ties liittl 
they had served toge'her. jeidousy, distrust, and discontent 
had been equally strangers to their bosoms; for each had 
ever felt the assurance that his own honour, happiness, and 
interests were as much ruling motives with his friend, as 
they could well be with himself. Their lives had been con- 
slant scenes of mutual but unprc'endii-ig kindnesses; and 
this under circumstances that naturally awakened all the 
most generous and manly sentiments of their natures. When 

fotmg men, their kcigmng messmates had nick-named them 
ylades and Orestes : and later in life, on account of their 
cruising so much in company, they were generally known 
in the navy as tho " twin captains." On several occasions 
had they fought enemies' frigates, and captured them; on 
these occasions, as a matter of course, the senior of the two 
became most known to tho nation; but Sir Gervaise had 
made the most generous firm-Is to give his junior a full share 
of the credit, while Captain Jiluewater never spoke of the 
affairs without monfouing them as victories of the commo- 
dore. In a word, on all occasions, and under all circum- 
stances, it appeared to be the aim of these generous- minded 
and gallant seamen, to serve each other; nor was this at- 
tempted with any oi'lbrl, or striving lor elect ; all that was 
said, or done, coming naturally and sooiilaneously from the 
heart. But, for the first time in their lives, events had now 
occurred which (Vi-eatened a jarring of the feelings between 
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them, if they did not lead to ac's which must inevitably pWo 
them in open and declared hostility to each other. No 
wonder, then, that both ! nuked at the future with gloomy 
forebodings, and a distrust, which, if if did not render them 
unhappy, at lens. 1 , produced uneasiness. 



CHAPTER VI. 

» The circle form'd, wc ait in silent state, 

T.iku figures rhv.wn upon a liinl.phte; 

Yes ma'am, and no minim, allured softly show, 

I'.vory iivo uineik-ji, liuv,- the miaules go." 

CowFEa. 

It is scarcely necessary to tell the reader that England, 
as regarded material id vi ligation, was a very different country 
a hundred years since, from wha; it is to-day, Wc are writing 
of an age of heavy wagons, roaches and six, post-chaises 
and four ; acid not of an era of fdac Adam-roads, or of cars 
flying along by steam. A man may now post down to a 
country-house, some, sixty or eighty miles, to dinner; and 
this, too, by the aid of only a pair of horses; but, in 1745 
such an engagement would have required at least a start on 
the previous day ; and, in many parts of the island, it would 
have been safer to have taken lira days' grace. Scotland 
was then farther from Devonshire, in effect, than Geneva is 
now ; and news travelled slowly, and with the usual exag- 
gerations and uncertainties of delay. It was no wonder, 
then, that a Jacobite who ii'tis posting off to his country- 
house — the focus of an Rnglisb landlord's influence and 
authority — filled with intelligence that, had reached him 
through the activity of zoaious political partisans, preceded 
the more regular tidings of the mail, by several hours. 
The little that had escaped this individual, or his servants 
rather, for the gentleman was tolerably discreet himself, con- 
fiding in only one or two particular friends at each relay, 
had not got out to the world, either very, fully, or very 
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dearly. Wycherly had used intelligence in making iiis 
inquiries, and he had observed an oilioer's prudence in keep- 
ing Iris news for the car;; of." his superior alone. When Sir 
Gervaise joined the party i" the drawing-room, therefore, he 
saw that Sir Wycherly knew nothing of what had occurred 
at the north ; and he intended the? glance which he directed 
at the lieutenant to convey a hearty approval of Ids discre- 
tion. This forbearance did more to raise the young office] 
in the opinion of the practised ana thoughtful admiral, than 
the gallantry with which the youth had so recently pur- 
chased his commission ; for while many were brave, few 
had the self-command, and prudence, under circumstances 
like the present, that alone can make a man safe in the 
management of importa nt public interests. The approbation 
that Sir Gervaise felt, and which lie e'esirod to manifest, for 
Wycherly's prudence, was altojjfi.her a principle, however; 
since there existed no sullieienl reason for keeping the secret 
from as confirmed a whig as his host. On the contrary, 
the sooner those opinions, which both of them would be apt to 
term sound, were promulgated in the neighbourhood, the better 
it might prove tor the good cause. The vice-admiral, there- 
fore, determined to communicate himself, as soon as the 
party was seated at (ab'e, (lie very secret which he so much 
commended the youth for keeping. Admiral Bluewater 
joining the company, at this inst.ani. .Sir Wycherly led Mrs, 
Dtitton to the. table. No akeraiion had taken place among 
the guests, except that Sir Gervaise wore the red riband ; 
a change in his dress that his friend considered to be openly 
hoiking i he s'andnrd of the house of' Tianover. 

"One would not think, Sir Wycherly," commenced the 
vice-admiral, glancing his eyes around him, as soon as all 
were seated; " that this good company has taken its place 
at your hospitable table, in tin: midst of a threatened civil 
war, if not of an actual revolution." 

Every hand was arrested, and every eve turned towards 
the speaker; even Admiral Bluewater earnestly regarding 
his friend, anxious to know what would come next. 

"I believe my household is in due subjection," answered 
Sir Wycherly, gazing to the right and left, as if he expected 
lo iee his butler heading a revolt ; " and I fancy the only 
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change we shall see to-day, will be the removal of (lie 

courses, and the appearance of" ihoir successors." 

" Ay, so says the hearty, comfortable Devonshire ba- 
ronet, while seated at his own board, favoured by abundance 
and warm friends. Hut it would seem the snake was only 
scotched ; not killed." 

" Sir Gervaise Oakes has grown figurative J with his 
snakes and scotch'.::^," observed the rear- admiral, a little 
drily. 

"It is Scotch-lag, as you say with so much emphasis, 
Dluewater. I suppose, WJi* Wycherly — I suppose, Mr. Dut- 
ton, and you, my prel'.y young iudy — I presume all of you 
have heard of such a person as the Pretender ;— some of you 
may possibly have seen him." 

Sir Wycherly now drop) his knife and fork, and sat gaz- 
ing at the speaker in ouuizement. To him the Christian re- 
iigion, the liberties of the subject — more especially of the 
baronet and lord of the manor, who had four thousand u 
year — and the pro'.est.aut succession, all seemed to be in sud- 
den danger. 

" I always told my brolhcr, (ho judge— Mr. Baron Wyche- 
combe, who is dead and gone — that what between the 
French, thai rogue the Pope, and the spurious offspring of 
King James II., we should yet. see troublesome times in 
England ! And now, sir, my predictions are verified !" 

" Not as "to England, yd, my good sir. Of Scotland I 
have not quite so i;ood news to tell you; as your namesake, 
here, brings us the tidings lhal the son oi't.hc Pretender has 
ianded in thai kingdom, and is rallying the clans. He has 
come unattended by any Frenchmen, it would seem, and has 
thrown himself altogether on the misguided nobles and fol- 
lowers of bis house." 

" T is, at least, a chivalrous and princely act !" exclaimed 
'uhniral Blue water. 

" Yes — inasmuch as it is a heedless and mad one. Eng- 
land is not to be conquered by a rabble of halfdressed 
Scotchmen." 

" True ; but England may be conouered by England, not- 
withstanding." 

Sir Gervaise now chose to remain silent, for never before 
l.iid Blue water come so near betraying his political hilts, in 
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the presence of third persona. Tbi~ pause, enabled Sir Wy. 
cherly to find his voice. 

" Let me see, Tom," said the baronet, " fifteen and. ten 
are twenty-five, and leu are thirty, and ten arc forty-five-— 
il is just thirty years since the Jacobites were up before ! It 
would seem that half ;i human life is not sufficient to fill the 
cravings of a Scotchman's maw, for English gold." 

"Twice thirty vent's would hardly quell the promptings 
of a noble spirit, when Ins iiotioDs of just/a: showed him the 
way to the English throne," observed Bluewater, coolly. 
•'For my part, I like i.ite spirit of this young prince, for be 
who nobly dares, noblv deserves. What say you, my beau- 
tiful neighbour ?" 

"If you mean to address me, sir, by that compliment," 
answered Mildred. modestly, but with the emphasis th.'i!: the 
gentlest of her sex are apt to use when they feel strongly ; 
" I must be suffered to say that I hope every Englishman 
will dare as nobly, and deserve as well in defence of his 
liberties." 

" Come — come, Bine wave iy' iiilernip'.ed t_UrGervaise,with 
a gravity that almost amo'.mted to reproof; " I cannot per- 
mit such innuendoes before one so young and unpractised. 
The young lady might really suppose that His Majesty's 
fleet was entrusted lo men unworthy to enjoy bis confidence, 
by the cool way in which von carry on the joke. 1 propose, 
now, Sir Wycherly, that wc eat our dinner in peace, and 
say no more about tin's mad expedition, until the cloth is 
drawn, at least. It's a long read to Scotland, and there is 
little danger that this adventurer will find his way into De- 
vonshire before th.'i utils 'ire placed before us." 

" It would he nuts to us, if he did, Sir Gervaise," put in 
Tom Wycherly, lat!i.-;!mH> heartily at his own wit. "My 
uncle would enjoy nolliing more than to sec (he spurious 
sovereign on his own estate, here, and in the hands of his 
own tenants. I think, sir, that VVvohecombe and one or 
two of the adjoining manors, \iouid dispose of him." 

" That might depend on circumstances," the admiral 
answered, a little drily. ;L These Seels have such a thing as 
a claymore, and are desperate follows, (hey tell me, at a 
charge. The very fact of arming a soldier with a shod 
sword, shows a most bl xidy-mhided disposition." 
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"You forget, Sir Gervaisc, that we have our Cornish hug, 

here in the west of England ,- and I will put our follows 

against any Scotch regiment thai ever charged an enemy." 

Tom laughed ngfdii at bis mvn allusion tea proverbial mode 

of grappling, familiar to ill- ad|oiaing county. 

"This is all very well, Mr. Thomas Wychecombe, so 
long as Devonshire is in the '.vest of England) and Scotland 
lies north of the Tweed. Sir Wyeherly might as well leave 
the matter in the hands of the Duke and his regulars, if it 
were only in the way of ktling every man follovv his own 

" It strikes me as so singularly insolent in a base-born 
boy like this, pretending to the English crown, that I can 
barely speak of him with patience ! We all know that his 
lather was a changeling, and the son of a changeling can 
have no more right than the father himself. I do not re- 
member what the law terms such pretenders ; but I dare say 
it is something sufficiently odious." 

" Filing nulHiix, Thomas," said Sir Wyeherly, with a 
little eagerness to show his learning. " That 's the very 
phrase. I have it from the first authority ; my late brother, 
Baron Wychecombe, giving it to me with his own mouth, on 
en occasion that called for an understanding of such mat. 
ters. The judge was a most accurate lawyer, particularly 
in all that related to names : and I 'II engage, if ho were liv- 
ing at this moment, he wouid tell you the legal appellation 
of a changeling ouahf to be filing milling." 

Jn spite of his uuiivo impudence, and an innate determina- 
tion (o make his way in the worid, without much regard tc 
truth, Tom Wychecombe felt his check burn so much, al 
this Innocent allusion of his reputed uncle, that he was ac- 
tually obliged to turn away his Ihee, in order to conceal his 
confusion. Had any moral ueiiLieueney of his own been 
ihiplicated in the remark, he might have found means ta 
steel himself against i's consequences ; I ait, as is only too 
oilen the case, ha was far more ashamed of a misfortune ove> 
which he had no possible control, than he would have been 
of a crime for which he was .strictly responsible in morals 
Sir Gervaise smiled at Sir Wyehorly's knowledge of law 
terms, not to say of Latin ; and turning good- humoured],* 
8* 
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to his friend the rear-admire!, an.\ioua lo re-establish friendly 
relations with him, in-; said with we I i -concealed irony — 

" Sir Wycherly must be right, Bluewater. A changeling 
ts nobody — that is to say, lie is not the body he pretends to 
be, which is substantial y behig nobody — and the son of 
nobody, is clearly njit/.us nullitts. And now having settled 
what may be called the law of the case, J demand a truce, 
until we gel our nuts— lor as lo II r. Thomas Wychecombe's 
having his nut to crack, at least to-day, I lake it there are 
too many loyal subjects in tlio north.'' 

When men know each other as well as was the case with 
our two admirals, there Eire ;i (housaial secret means of an- 
noyance, as well as of establishing amity. Admiral Blue- 
water was welt aware that. Sir Gervaise was greatly superior 
to the vulgar whig notion of the day, which believed in the 
fabrieni.ed tale of tin; Pretenders .sp:.i riot's birth; and the se- 
cret and ironical allusion he had made to his impression on 
that subject, acted as oil to his own chafed spirit, disposing 
him to moderation. This had been the intention of the 
other; and the smiles they exchanged, sufficiently proved 
that their usue}[ incnta; intercourse was temporarily restored 
at least. 

Deference to his guests made Sir Wycherly consent to 
change the subject, ihou-ih he was ii Jltie mystified wil.li the 
obvious reluctance of tiie two admirals to speak of an enter- 
prise that ought to be uppermost, according !o his notion of 
the matter, in every Englishman's mind. Tom had re- 
ceived a rebuke that kept him silent during the rest of the 
dinner ; while the eihers were content to cat and drink, as if 
nothing had happened. 

It is seldom that a party takes its seat at table without 
some secret manoeuvring, as to the neighbourhood, when 
the claims of rank, .and character do not interfere with personaj 
wishes. Sir Wycherly had placed Sir Gervaise on his right 
and Mrs. Dutlon on his left. But Admiral Bluewater had 
escaped from his control, and taken his seat next to Mil- 
dred, who had been placed by Tom Wychcoomhe close to 
himself, at the loot of (he tabic. Wycherly occupied the seat 
opposite, and this compelled Button, and Mr. Rotherham, 
the vicar, lo fill the other two chairs. The good baronet 
had made a wry face, at seeing :i. roar-admiral so unwor- 
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Ihily bestowed ; but Sir Got'vtiise assuring him that his 
friend was never so happy as when in the service oi' beauty, 
he was fain to sibmit to the arrangement. 

That Admiral liliiinvater was struck with Mildred's beauty, 
and pleased with her natural and feminine manner, one al- 
together superior lo what might have been expected from 
her station in lite, was very apparent to all at table ; though 
it was quite impossible lo i:i;.>*ake his parental and frank air 
for any other admiration than that which was suitable to 
the difference in years, and in unison with their respective 
conditions and experience. Mi's. I)u"on, so fur from taking 
.the alarm at the reai'-ailmirafs attentions, felt gratification 
in observing them; and perhaps she experienced a secret 
pride in the consciousness of their being so well merited. It 
has been said, already, that she was, herself, the daughter 
of a land-steward of a nobleman, in an ad/oining county; 
but it may be well to add, here, thai, she hud been so great 
a favourite with the daughters of her father's employer, as 
to have been admitted, in n measure, lo their society; and 
to have enjoyed some of the advantages of their education. 
Lady Wilmster, the mother of the young ladies, to whom 
she was admitted as a sort of humble companion, had formed 
the opinion It might he an advantage to the girl to educate 
hoc for a governess ; little conceiving, in her own situation, 
that she was preparing a course of lite for Martha Ray, for 
such was Mrs. Dutton's maiden name, that was perhaps the 
least enviable of all the careers that. a. virtuous arid intelli- 
gent female can run. This was, as education and govern- 
esses were appreciated a century ago ; the world, with all 
its faults and sophisms, having unquestionably made a vast 
stride towards real civilisation, and moral truths, in a thou- 
sand important interests, since that time. Nevertheless, tho 
education was received, toge' her with a y;ood many tastes, and 
sentiments, and opinions, which it may well be questioned, 
whether they contributed most lo the happiness or unhappi- 
ncss of the pupil, in her future life. Frank Dutton, then a 
handsome, though far from polished young sea- lieutenant, 
interfered with the arrimgermm!. by making Martha Ray 
his wife, when she was two-tmd-twenty. This match was 
suitable, in all respects, wi*h the important exception of tho 
edttcations and characiers of the parties. Still, as a woman 
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may well be more re lined, and in some things, even more in- 
telligent than her husband ; and as sailors, in the commence- 
meet of the eighlecmh century, formed a class of society much 
mure distinct than they do to-day, there would have been 
nothing absolutely incompatible with the future well-being 
of the young couple, had each pursued his, or her own 
career, in a manner suitable to their respective duties. 
Young Dutton had ta.keu away hsn bride, with the two thou- 
sand pounds she had received from her ialhcr, and for a long 
Lime he was seen no more in his native county. After an 
absence of some twenty years, however, he returned, broken 
in constitution, and degraded in rank, (o occupy the station 
he filled at the opening of this tale. Mrs. Dutton brought 
with her one child, the beautiful girl introduced to the reader, 
and to whom she was studiously imparting all she had her- 
self acquired, in the adventitious maimer mentioned. Such 
were the means, by which Mildred, like her mother, had 
been educated above her condkion in lift: ; and it had been 
remarked that, though 'Irs. Dutton had probably no cause 
to felicitate herself on the possession of manners and senti- 
ments that met wi'h so little sympathy, or appreciation, in 
her actual situation, she assiduously cultivated the same 
manners and opinions in her daughter; frequently mani- 
festing a sort of sickly fastidiousness on the subject of 
Mildred's deportment and tastes. It is probable the girl 
owed her improvement in both, however, more to the cir- 
cumstance of her being left so much alone with her mother, 
than to any positive lessons she received ; the influence of 
example, liir years, producing !!s usual efiects. 

No one in Wycherombe positively knew the history of 
Dutton's professional degradation. He had never risen 
higher than to be a lieutenant ; and from this station he had 
fallen by the sentence of a court-martial. His restoration 
to the service, in the humbler and almost hopeless rank of 
a master, was believed to have been brought about by Mrs, 
Button's influence with 'be present Lord Wilmeter, who was 
the brother of her youthful companions. That the husband 
had wasted his means, was as certain as that his habits, on 
the score of temperance at. least, were bad, and that his 
wife, if not positively broken-hearted, was an unhappy wo- 
man; one to be pitied, and admired. Sir Wycherly wa»* 
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little addicted to analysis, but he could not fail to discover 
the superiority of lira wile and daughter, over the husband 
and father; and it is due k> his young namesake to add, 
that his obvious admiration of Mildred was quite as much 
owing to her mind, derailment, character, and tastes, as to 
her exceeding personal charms. 

This little digression may perhaps, in lira reader's eyea, 
excuse Ihe interest Admiral ilhiewa'er look in our heroine 
With the indulgence of years and station, and the tact of a 
man of the world, ho succeeded in drawing Mildred out, 
without alarming her timidity : and lie was surprised at dis. 
covering the delicacy of her sentiments, and the accuracy 
of her knowledge. He was too conversant with society, and 
had too mtich good taste, to make any deliberate parade of 
opinions ; but in the quiet manner that is so easy to thoso 
who arc accustomed to deal with truths and tastes as familial 
things, he succeeded in inducing her to answer his own re- 
marks, to sympathize with his Icelin^s, to laugh when he 
laughed, and to assume a look of disapproval, when he felt 
that disapprobation was just. To all this Wycherly was a 
delighted witness, and in some respects he participated in 
the conversation ; for there was evidently no wish on the 
part of the rear-admiral to monopolize his beautiful com- 
panion to himself. Perhaps the position of the young man, 
directly opposite to her, aided in inducing Mildred to be- 
stow so many graleihl looks and sweet, smites, on the older 
officer; for she could not glance across the table, without 
meeting the admiring gaze of Wycherly, fastened on her 
own blushing face. 

It is certain, if our heroine did not, during this repast, 
make a conquest of Admiral Bliicwaler, in the ordinary 
meaning of the term, that she made him a friend. Sir Ger- 
vaise, even, was struck with the sioyular and devoted man- 
ner in which his old mes-mafe pave all his attention to the 
beautiful girl at his side; ^nd, once or twice, he caught 
himself conjecturing whether it were possible, that one as 
practised, as sensible, and as much aeciistomed to the beau- 
ties of the court, as Bhtowater, had actually been caught, by 
the pretty face of a country girl, when so well turned of 
fifty, himself! Then discarding the notion as preposterous, 
he gave his attention to the discourse of Sir Wycherly ; « 
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dissoiLa'ior] on rabbits, and rabbit-warrens. In this mai.ner 
Ihe dinner passed away, 

Mrs. Dutton asked her host's permission to retire, with her 
daughter, at the earliest -moment [>eonit'ed by propriety. In 
quitting the room she oast, an anxious glance at the face of 
her husband, which was already becoming flushed with hia 
frequent applications of i>ort .; and spite oi* an effort to look 
smiling and cheerful, her lips quivered, and by the lime she 
and Mildred reached the dra winy-room, tears were fast fall- 
ing down her cheeks. No explanation was asked, or needed, 
by the daughter, who throw herself into her mother's arms, 
and for several minutes they wept together, in silence, 
Never had Mrs. Dutton spoken, even to Mildred, of the be- 
setting and degrading vice of her husband ; but it had been 
impossible to conceal its painful consequences from tho 
world ; much less from one who lived in the bosom of her 
family. ■ On that failing which the wife treated so tenderly, 
the daughter of course could not touch : but the silent com- 
munion of fears had got to be so sweet to both, that, within 
the last year, it was of very frequent occurrence. 

" Really, Mildred,"' said the mother, ;u length, after hav- 
ing succeeded in suppressing her emotion, and in drying hei 
eyes, while she smiied fondly in tho liiee of Ihe lovely and 
affectionate girl ; " this Admiral Bkiewuler i.s getting to be 
so particular, I hardly know how to treat Ihe matter." 

"Oh ! mother, he is a delightful old gentleman! and he is 
so gentle, white he is so frank, that he wins your confidence 
almost before you know it. I wonder if he could have been 
serious in what ho said about the noble daring and noble 
deserving of Prince Edward !" 

"That must pass for trilling, of course; the ministry 
would scarcely employ any but a true whig, in command 
of a fleet. I sa.w several of his family, when a girl, and 
have always heard them spoken of with esteem and respect. 
Lord Blue water, Ibis gentleman's cousin, was very intimate 
with the present Lord Wi.Imeior, and was ofien at the castle. 
I remember to have heard that lie had a disappointment in 
love, when quite a young man, and that he J.as ever slaee 
been considered a confirmed bachelor. So you will takq 
heed, my love." 

" The warning was tu> necessary, dear mother," returned 
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Mildred, laughing ; " I could du'.c on the admiral as a father, 
but must be excused from con side ring hira young enough 
ibi' a nearer lie." 

" And yet he has the much-admired oroicssion, Mildred," 
said the mother, smiling (-wily, end yel .a little archly. " I 
have often heard you speak of yo;.!r passion for the sea." 

•' That was formerly, mother, when J spoke as a sailor's 
daughter, and as girls are apt to speak, without much re- 
flection. I do not know that 1 think better of a seaman's 
profession, now, than I do of any other. I fear there is 
often much misery in wiore for soldiers' and sailors' wives." 

Mrs. Button's lip quivered again ; but hearing a foot at 
the door, she mn.de an eilbrt to be composed, justas Admiral 
iiluewater entered. 

" I have run away from the bottle, Mrs. Dutton, to join 
you and your fair daughter, as I would run from an enemy 
of twice my force," he said, giving each iady a hand, in a 
manner so friendly, us (o tender the act more than gracious ; 
for it was kind. " Oakes is bowsing up his jib with his 
brother baronet, as we sailors say, and I have hauled out 
of the line, without a signal." 

" I hope Sir Gervaisn Oakes does not consider it neces- 
sary to drink more wine than is good for the mind and 
body," observed Mrs. Dutleii, will] a baste that she immedi- 
ately regretted. 

" Not he. Gervaise Oakes is as discreet a man, in all 
that relates to the table, as an anchorite ; and yet he has a 
faculty of seeming to driak, that makes him a boon com- 
panion for a four-bottle man. How the deuce he does it, is 
more than I can tell you ; but he does it so well, that he 
does not more thoroughly gel the bolicr of the king's ene- 
mies, on the high seas, than he floors bis friends under the 
table. Sir Wycherly has begun bis libations in honour of 
the house of Hanover, and they will be likely to make a 
long sitting." 

Mrs. Dutton sighed, and walked away to a window, to 
conceal the paleness of her cheeks. Admiral Bluewater, 
though perfectly nbs'omious himself, regarded license with 
the buttle after dinner, like most men of that age, as a very 
venial weakness, and he quietly took a seat by ihe side of 
Mildred, and began 
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" I hope, young lady, as a sai'or's child, you feel an he- 
reditary indulgence leu- <; seaman's gossip," lie said. " We, 
who are so much shut up in our ships, have a poverty of 
ideas on most subjects; and as to always talking oi the 
winds and waves, iliat would fatigue even a poet." 

" As a sailor's daughter, I honour my lather's calling, 
sir; and as an English girl, 1 venerate the brave defenders 
of the island. Nor do I know that seamen have less to say, 
than other men." 

" I am glad to hear you confess this, lor— shall I be frank 
with you, and take a liberty that would better become a 
friend of a dozen years, than an acquaintance of a day; — 
and, yet, I know not why it is so, my dear child, but I feel 
as if I had long known you, though I am certain we never 
met before." 

"Perhaps, sir, it is an omen that'we are long to know 
each other, in future," said Mildred, wiih the winning conn- 
deuce of unsuspecting and innocent girlhood. " I hope you 

" Well, then, at the risk of making a sad blunder, I will 
just say, that ' my nephew Tom' is anything but a prepos- 
sessing youth; and that 1 bono all eyes regard him exactly 
as In.: appears to a sailor ol' li fry -five." 

" I cannot answer tor more than (hose of a girl of nine- 
teen, Admiral Blue water," said Mildred, laughing; "but, 
for her, I think 1 may say that she does not look on him as 
either an Adonis, or a Crichton." 

. " Upon my soul ! I am ri^h'. glad to hear this, for tho 
fellow has accidental advantages enough to render him for- 
midable. He is the heir to the bat'oneiey, and this estate, I 

T P 

—or at 

and, bemg childless himself, it nwxt be so. My lather leN.H 
me Sir Wycherly speaks of Mr. Thomas Wychecombe as 
Ins future heir." 

"Your father ! — Ay, fathers look on these matters with 
eyes very dillercnt from their daughters !" 

" There is one tiling about seamen that renders them at 
least safe acquaintances," said 'Mildred, smiling; " I mean 
(he: 
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" That isa failing of mine, as I have heard, But you 
will pardon an indite relion that arises in the interest I feel 
in yourself. The eldest of three brothers — is the lieutenant, 
then, a younger son?" 

" He docs not belong to the family at all, I believe," Mil- 
dred answered, colouring i.li^htly, iu suite- of a resolute de- 
termination to appear iniconi-crnud. ".Mr. VVycherly Wyohe- 
combe is no relative of our host, I hear ; though he bears 
both of his names. He is from the colonics j born in Vir- 
ginia." 

" He is a noble, and n noblLi-loekiug follow t Were 1 the 
baronet, I would break ihe entail, rather than the acres 
should go to that sir,isier-lnoku!g nephew, and bestow them 
on the namesake. From Virginia, and not even a relative, 
at all V 

" That Is what Mr. Thomas Wychecombe says-; and even 
Sir Wycherly confirms it. I have never heard Mr. Wy- 
cherly Wychecembe speak on l.bc subject, himself." 

" A weakness of poor human nature !' The lad rinds an 
honourable, ancient, and n/Jlueiit family here, and has not 
the courage to declare his want of affinity to it ; happening 
to bear the same name." 

Mildred hesitated about replying; but a generous feeling 
got the better of her diffidence. " I have never seen any- 
thing in the conduct of Mr. Wycherly Wychccombe to 
induce me to think that he feels any such weakness," she 
said, earnestly. " He seems rather to take pride in, than 
to feel ashamed of, his being a colonial ; and you know, we, 
in England, hardly look on the people of the colonies as 
dui* equals." 

" And have you, young lady, any of that overweening 
prejudice in favour of your own island ?" 

"I hope not; but I think most persons have. Mr. 
Wyeberiy Wyeh^eomhe admits thai Virginia is inlerior Jo 
England, in a thousand ihhvjs; and yet he seems to take 
pride in his birth-place." 

" Every sentiment of this nature is to be traced to self. 
We know that the fact is irretrievable, and struggle to be 

Eroud of what we cannot help. The Turk will tell you he 
as the honour to be a native of* Siuin'joul ; the Parisian 
ivi.ll boast of his Faubourg ; and the cockney exults in Wap- 
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ping. Personal conceit kes at She bottom of all ; for w* 
fmcy lli 1 .'! [daces to which «;e belong, are not places to be 
ashamed of." 

" And yet 1 do not think Mi'. Wycheily at a!I remarka- 
ble for conceit. On the contrary, ho is rather diffident and 
unassuming." 

This was said simply, hut so sincerely, as to induce the 
listener to fasten his p;' net rating blue eye on the speaker, 
who now first took the alarm, and lelUhatshe might have said 
too much. At this moment the two young men entered, and 
a servant appeared to revues! that Admirai Bine water would 
do Sir Gervaise Oakesthe favour to join him, in the dress- 
ing-room of the latter. 

Tom Wychecombe reported the condition of the dinner- 
table to be such, as to render it desirable for all but three 
and four-bottle men to retire. Hanoverian toasts and senti- 
ments were in the ascendant, and there was every appear- 
ance thai those who remained ihtendoc to make a night of 
it. This was sad intelligence for Mrs. Dutlon, who had 
come forward eagerly to hear the report, hut who now re- 
turned to the window, apparently Irresolute as to the course 
she ought to take. As both the young men remained near 
Mildred to converse, she had sniiicient opportunity to como 
to her decision, wiihoui interruption, or hindrance. 



CHAPTER VII. 

"Somewhat we will do. 

And, looli, wh'.'ii 1 inn liiti", chiim ttiuii of me 
The earldom of IJcri'iorri, anil alt llic moveables 
Wluirtol'tJjfi iiin:;- ::iy brut!)'.-.- was possessed." 

Richard III. 

Rear-Admiral Bluewatek found Sir Gervaise Oakes 
pacing a large dressing-room, c/iiarior-deH; fashion, with aa 
much zeal, as if just released from a long sitting, on official 
duty, in his own cabin. As the two officers were perfectly 
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familiar with each other's personal habits, neither deviated 
from his particular murie (ifuhjulgiug his wise; but the lasi 
comer quietly took his «i?rti, in a large chair, disposing of his 
person in a way to show he intended to consult his comfort, 
let what would happen. 

" Bluewaler," commenced Sir Gorvaise, " this is a very 
foolish affair of (ho Pretender's son, and can only lead Jo his 
destruction. I look upon it as altogether unfortunate." 

" That, as it may terminate. No man can tell what a 
day, or an hoar, may briny forth. I am sure, such a rising 
was one of (he last things / have been anticipating, down 
yonder, in the Bay of Biscay." 

" I wish, with nil my heart, we had never left it," mut- 
tered Sir Gervaisc, so low ibai his companion did not hear 
him. Then he added, in a lender tone, " Our duty, how- 
ever, is very simple. Wo have ouiy to obey orders ; avid it 
seems that the young man has no naval force to sustain 
him. We shall probably be sent to watch Brest, or ['Orient, 
or some other port. Monsieur must be kept in, lot what 
will happen." 

"I rather think it would lie better to let him out, our 
chances on the high seas being at least as good as his own. 
I am no friend to blockades, which strike me as aa un- 
English mode of carrying on a war." 

" You are right enough, Dick, in the main," returned Sir 
Gcs-vaise, laughing. 

" Ay, and on the main, Oakes. I sincerely hope the 
First Lord will not send a man like you, who are every way 
so capable of giving an accouii'. of your enemy with plenty 
of sea-room, on duty so scurvy as a blockade." 

" A man like me/ Why a man like me, in particular i 
I trust I am to have the pleasure of Admiral Bluewater's 
company, advice, and assistance V 

" An inferior never can ;;now. Sir (.Icrvrdse, where it may 
suit, the pleasure of bis superiors to order him." 

"Thatdistinction ofsuperio:' and inferior, Blue water, will 
one day lead you into a confounded scrape, I fear. If you 
consider Charles Hiuart vour sovereign, it is not probable 
that orders issued by a servant of Kin^ <■ "leurge will be much 
respected. I hope you will do nothing hastily, or withou! 
consulting your oldest and truest friend I" 
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"You know my sentiments, and there is little use in 

dwelling on them, now. So long as the quarrel was between 
my own country and a foreign land, I bave been content to 
serve; but when my [awful prince, or bis son and heir, 
comes in this gallant, and chivalrous manner, throwing him- 
self, as it might be, into the very arms of his subjects, con- 
fiding all to their loyally and spirit ; it makes such an appeal 
to every nobler Icehmi, that 'he heart finds it difficult to re- 
pulse. I could have joined Nonas, with right good will, in 
dispersing and desiroyiuij; i he anna men! that Louis XV. was 
sending against us, in this \<:^y cause ; but. here every thing 
is English, and Englishmen have the quarrel entirely to 
themselves. I do not sec how, as a loyal subject of my 
hereditary prince, I can well refrain from joining his stand- 

"And would you. Die!; Ulucwater, who, to my certain 
knowledge, were sent on board ship at twelve years of age, 
and who, for more than lorty years, have been a man-of- 
wars-man, body and soul ; would you now h' rip your old 
hulk of the sea-blue that has so Ion:; covered and become it, 
rig yourself out like a soldier, with a feather in your hat, — 

ay, d e, and a camp-kettle on your arm, and follow a 

drummer, like one of your kinsmen, Lord Blucwater's fel- 
lows of the guards'! — lor of sailors, your lawful prince, as 
you call him, hasn'L enough to stopper bis conscience, or to 
whip the tail of his coat, to keep it from being torn to tat- 
ters by the heather of Scotland. If you do follow the ad- 
venturer, it must be in some such character, since I question 
if he can muster a seaman, to tell him the bearings of Lon- 
don from Perth." 

" When I join him, he will bo better off." 

" And what could even you do alone, among a parcel of 
Scotchmen, rumiin;; abo-.it iheir hills under bare poles? Your 
signals will not massaiuvre ro^i meals, and as for manoeuvring 
in any other manner, you know nothing. No — no; stay 
where you are, and help an old friend with knowledge that 
is useful to him. — I should he afraid to do a dashing thing, 
unless 1 felt the certainly of having you in my van, to strike 
the first blow ; or in my rear, So bring me off, handsomely." 

" You would he afraid of nothing, Gcrvaise Oakes, 
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whether I stood at your elbow, or were off in Scotland. 
Fear is not your failing, I hough temerity may be." 

" Then I want, your presence (o keep mo within the bounds 
of reason," said Sir Gervaise, stopping short in his walk, 
and looking 'his friend smilingly in the face. "In some 
mode, or other, I always need your aid." 

" I understand the moaning of your words, Sir Gervaise, 
and appreciate the feeling tii;u dieiit'.cs them. You must 
have a perfect conviction that I will do nothing hastily, and 
that I will betray no trust. When I turn my back on King 
George, it will be loyally, in one sense, whatever he may 
think of it in another ; and when 1 join Prince Charles Ed- 
ward, it will be with a conscience that he need not be 
ashamed to probe What names he bears ! They are the 
designations of ancient English sovereigns, and ought of 
themselves, to awaken the sensibilities of Englishmen." 

"Ay, Charles in particular," returned the vice-admiral, 
with something like a sneer. " There's the second Charles, 
for instance— St. Chur'es. as our good host, Sir Wycherly, 
might call him — he is a pattern prince for Englishmen to 
admire. Then his father was of the school of the Star- 
number martyrs I " 

"Both were lineal descend mils of the Conqueror, and of 
the Saxon princes; and both united 'he double lilies to the 
throne, in their sacred persons. I have always considered 
Charles II. as the victim of the rebellious conduct of his 
subjects, rather than vicious. He was driven abroad into a 
most corrupt state of society, and was perverted by our 
wickedness. As to the father, ho was the real St. Charles, 
and a martyred saint he was ; dying for true religion, as 
wolf as lor his legal rights. Then the Edwards — glorious 
fellows ! — remember that, they were all but. one Plantagc* 
nets; a name, of itself, lo rouse an Englishman's fire I" 

: ' And yet the only diiierence between the right of these 
very Plantagenets to the throne, and that of the reigning 
prince, is, that one produced a revolution by the strong hand, 
and the other was produced by a revolution that came from 
the nation. I do not know that your Phmtagcnets ever did 
mi y thing for a navy; the only real source of England's 

power and glory. D e, Dick, if I think so much of 

your Plantagenets, after all !" 
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" And yet the name of Oukes is to he met with among 
their bravest knights, and most faithful followeis." 

"The Oakes, J ike the pines, have been timbers in every 
ship thai has floated,' relumed the vice-admiral, half-uncoil- 
Bcious himself, of the pun he was making. 

For more than a minute Sic Gervaise co.itinued his walk, 
his head a little inclined forward, li.se a man who pondered 
deeply on some matter of interest. Then, suddenly stop- 
ping, he turned towards his friend, whom he regarded for 
near another minute, ere lie resumed the discourse. 

" I wish I could fairly pet you :o evetc : se your excellent 
reason on this matter, Dick," he said, after the pause ; " then 
I should be certain of having secured you on the side of 
liberty." 

Admiral Blue water mere! v. shook his Mind, but he continued 
silent, as if he duelled discussion altogether supereroga- 
tory. During this pa:ise, a genl.e tap at the door announced 
a visiter; and, at the request to enter, Atwocd made his ap. 
pearance. He held in his hunrl a large package, which 
bore on the envelope the usual stamp that indicated it was 
sent on public service. 

" I beg pardon, Sir Gervaise," commenced the secretary, 
who always proceeded at once to business, when business 
was to be done ; " but His Majesiy's service will not admit 
of delay. This packet has just come to bund, by the arrival 
of an express, which left the admiralty only yesterday noon." 

" And how the devil did lie knew where to find me!" ex- 
claimed the vice-admiral, holding out a hand to receive the 
communication. 

" It is all owing to this youm: lieutenant's forethought in 
fVillowinsr !*;> the Jacobite intelligence to a market-town. 
Trie courier was bound lo Falmouth, as fast as post-horses 
could carry him, when he heard. luckily, that the fleet lay 
at anchor, under Wvcbccombe [Toad ; and, quite as luckily, 
he is an officer who had the intelligence to know that you 
would sooner get the despatches, if he turned aside, and 
came hither by land, than if he went on to Falmouth, got 
aboard the sloop that was to sail with him, for the Bay of 
Biscay, and came rouud hero by water." 

Sir Gervaise smiled ;;t this sally, which was one in keep, 
ing with all Atwood's foelings; for the secretary had ma- 
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lured a system of" expresses, which, to his great. Mortification, 
iiis patron laughed al, and the admiralty entirely overlooker*. 
No time was lost, however, in the way of business ; the 
secretary having placed the candles on a table, where Sir 
Gervaise took a chair, and bud already broken a seal. The 
process of readiup:, nevertheless, was suddenly interrupted 
by the vicc-ydmirid's looki.ii-; up, and exclaiming — 

" Why, you are not about lo leave us, Rluewater?" 

"You may have private business with Mr. Atwood, Sir 
Gervaise, and perhaps 1 hud belter retire." 

Now, it so happened, that while Sir Gervaise Oakes had 
never, by look or syllable, as lie confidently believed, be- 
trayed the secret of his friend's Jacobite propensities, 
Atwood was period! v aware of their existence. Nor had 
the latter obtained his knowledge by any unworthy means. 
He had been nei'her an eavesdropper, nor an inquirer into 
private communications, a.s so e-fen happens around the per- 
sons of men in high trusts ; all his knowledge having been 
obtained through native sagacity and unavoidable opportuni- 
ties. On [he present nccasinn, (ho secretary, with the tact 
of a man of experience, leii that his presence might be dis- 
pensed with; and ho cut short the discussion between the 
two admirals, by a very timely remark o" his own. 

"I have left the lotfers uncopied, Sir Gervaise, " he said, 
" and will go and finish them. A message by Locker"— 
this was Sir Gervaise's body-servant — " will bring me back 
at a moment's notice, should you need me again to-night." 

"That Atwood has a surprising instinct, for a Scotch- 
man !" exclaimed the vice-admiral, as soon as the door was 
closed on the secretary. " He not only knows when he is 
wanted, but when he is not wanted. The last is an extra- 
ordinary attainmen', for one of his nation." 

" And one that an Englishman may do well to emulate,' 
returned Bluewater. " It is oossible my company may be 
dispelled with, also, just at this important, moment." 

" You are not so much a fWiid of the Hanoverians, Dick, 
as lo run a.way from their hand-writing, are ye ! Ha — ■ 
what 's this? — As I live, a packet for yourself, and directed 
to ' Rear- Admiral Sir Richard Bluewater, K. B.' By the 
Lord, my old boy, they've given you the red riband at 
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last! This is an honour well earned, and which maybe 
fitly worn." 

" ' Tis rather unexpected, I must own. The lelter, how- 
ever, cannot Le addressed lo me, as I am not a knight of 
the Bath." 

" This is rank nonsense. Open >ho packet, at once, ot I 
will do it for you. Are there two Dick Biuewaters in the 
world, or another rear-admiral of the same name V 

"I would rather not receive a letter that docs not strictly 
bear my address,"' returned ihe other, coldly. 

" As I 'II be sworn this does. But hand it to me, since 
you are so scrupulous, and I will do that small service for 

As this was said, Si;' Gerva : so tore aside- the seals ; and, 
as ho proceeded rather summarily, a Ted riband was soon 
uncased and fell upon the carpet. The other usual insignia 
of the Bath made their appearance, and a letter was found 
among ihem, to explain the meaning of all. Every ;iiij;;.r- 
was in due form, and went to acquaint Rear- Admiral lilue- 
water, that His Majesty had been graciously pleased to con- 
fer on him one of the vacant red ribands of the day, as a 
reward for his eminent services on dhTerent occasions. 
There was even a short communication from the premier, 
expressing the great satis! action ot'lhe ministry in thus being 
able to second the royal pleasure, with nearly good will, 

" Well, what do you think of that, Richard Bluewater?" 
asked Sir Gcrvaise, triumphaii'ly. ''Did I not always tell 
you, that sooner or later, it must come." 

" It has come too late, then," coldly returned the other, 
laying the riband, jewels, and letters quietly on the table 
"This is an honour, I can Teceive, now, only from m_y 
rightful prince. None other can legally create a knight of 
ihe Bath." 

" And pray, Mr. Richard Bluewater, who made you a 
captain, a commander, a rear-admiral 1 Do yon believe me 
an impostor, because I wear Ihis riband on authority no 
better than that of the house of Hanover 1 Am I, or am I 
not, in your judgment, a vice-admiral of the red?" 

" I make a great distinction, Oakes, between rank in the- 
navy, and a mere personal dignity. In the one case, you 
serve your country, and give quite as much as you receive; 
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whereas, in the other, it is a grace to confer consideration 
on the person honoured, without such an equivalent as can 
find an apology fer accept] in 1 ; a rank illegally conferred." 

" The devil take your (ii.siir.clions, which would unsettle 
every thing, and render the service a Babel. If 1 am a 
vice-admiral of the red, 1 am a knight of the Bath ; and, if 
you are a rear-admiral of the vi lute, you are also a knight 
of that honourable order. All comes from the same source 
of authority, and the .same fountain of honour." 

" 1 do not view it thus. Our commissions are from the 
admiralty, which replevins the count ry : hut dignities come 
from the prince who happens k> reign, let his title be what 

" Do you happen to think Richard III. a usurper, or a 

lawful prince V 

" A usurper, oi;t of all question ; and a murderer to hoot. 
His name should be si ruck from the list of Hriglish kings. 
I never hear it, without execrating him, and his deeds." 

" Pooh — pooh, Dick, this is talking more like a poet, than 
a seaman. If only one-half the sovereigns who deserve to 
be execrated had their names erased, t.iic list of even our 
English kings would be rather short; and some countries 
would be without historical kings at all. However much 
Richard III. may deserve cashiering in this summary man- 
ner, his peei's and laws are just as good as any other 
prince's peers and laws. Witness the Duke of Norfolk, for 
instance." 

" Ay, that cannot he lie! pod by me; but it is in my power 
to prevent Richard Bluewat.ers "being made a knight of tho 
Bath, by George II. : and the power shall be used." 

" It would seem not, as he is already created ; and I dare 
to say, gazetted." 

" The oaths are not yet taken, and it is, at least, an Eng- 
lt.-Jiniiiifs birth-right, to decline an hoi'KXir; if, indeed, this 
can lie esteemed tin hoiw.ir, at all." 

' Upon my word. blear-Admiral Sir Richard Bluewatcr, 
you are disposed to be complimentary, to-night I The un- 
worthy knight present, and ail the rest of tho order, are 
infinitely indebted to you !" 

" Your case and mine, Oakes, are essentially dillercnt," 
relumed the other, with some emotion in his voice and man- 
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nor. " Tour riband was fairly won, fighting the battles 

of Keylrmd, anil can be worn with credit to yjiirself and tn 
your country; but these baubles are sent to me:, at a. mo- 
ment when a rising was foreseen, ami as a .sop to keep rue 
in good-humour, as well as to propitiate the whole Blue- 

"That is pure conjecture, and I dare say will prove to be 
altogether a mistake. Hero are Liu: despatches to speak for 
themselves ; and, as it is scarcely possible that the ministry 
should have known of this rash movement of the Pretender's 
son, more than a low days, my iiie on it, the dates wili show 
that your riband was bestowed before the enterprise was 

As Sir Gervaise commenced, with ins constitutional ardour, 
lo turn over the letters, as soon as his mind was directed ta 
this particular object, Admiral Blue water resumed his seat, 
awaiting the result, with not a little curiosity; though, at 
the same time, with a smile of incredulity. The examina- 
tion disappointed Sir Gervaise Oakes. The dates proved 
that the ministers were better informed than he had sup. 
posed; for it appeared they had been apprised about the 
lime he was himself of the intended movement. His orders 
were to bring the (loot, north, and in substance to do the very 
thing his own sagacity had dictated. So far every- thing 
was well ; and he could not entertain a doubt about receiv- 
ing the hearty approbation of his superiors, for the course 
he had taken. But here his «ratitieaUon ended ; for, on 
looking at the dates of the different communications, it was 
evident that the red riband was bestowed after the intelli- 
gence of the Pretender's movement had reached London. A 
private letter, from a friend at (bo Board of Admiralty, too, 
spoke of bis own probable promotion to the rank of admiral 
of the blue; and mentioned .several other similar pre- 
ferments, in a way to show that the government was fortify- 
ing itself, in the present crisis, as much as possible, by 
favours. This was a politic mode of procedure, with ordi- 
nary men, it is true; but with officers of the elevation of 
mind, and of the independence of character of our two admi- 
rals, it was most likeiy to produce disgust. 

" D n 'em, .Dick," cried Sir Gervaise, as he threw 

down the !ast letter of the package, with no little sign of 
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feeling ; " yon might lata S:. Paul, or even Wychecombe's 
dead brother, St. James the less, and put him at court, and 
he would come out a thorough black 'guard, in a week !" 

" Thai is not the common opinion concerning a court 
education," quietly reuhed (he li'icnd ; " most people fancy, 
ing that the place gives relmemont of manners, if not of 
sentiment." 

" Boh — poh — you and I have no need of a dictionary to 
understand each other. I call a man who never trusts lo a 
generous motive — who think- if. always necessary to bribe 
or cajole — who has no idea of anything's being done with- 
out its direct quid pro <{t/o, a scurvy lj lack guard, though he 
has the airs and graces of Phil. Stanhope, or Chesterfield, 
as ho is now. What do you Ihink them chaps at the Board, 
talk of doing, by way of (.■Jkichiug rav loyalty, at this blessed 
juncture?" 

" No doubt to get yon raised to the peerage. I see no- 
(hing so much out. of the way in the thing. You are of one 
of the oldest families of England, are the sixth baronet by 
inheritance, and have a noble honied estate, which is no-no 
the worse for prize-money. Sir Gervaiae Oakes of Bowl- 
dero, would make a vorv suitable Lord LSowldero." 

" If it were only that, I shouldn't mind it ; for nothing is 
easier than to refuse a peerage. I 've done that twice al 
ready, and can do it a third time, at need. But one can'l 
very well refuse promotion in his regular profession ; and, 
here, just as a true aonMeinjin would depend on the princi- 
ples of an officer, the hackneyed cim.^cieneos of your cour- 
tiers have suggested the expediency of making Gervaise 
Oakes an admiral of the blue, by way of sop! — me, who 
was made vice-admiral of the red, only six months since, 
and who lake an honest pride in boasting that every com- 
mission, from the lowest to the highest, has been fairly 
earned in battle 1" 

"They think it a more delicate service, perhaps, for a 
gentleman to be true to the veiiining house, when so loud an 
appeal is made to his natural loyalty ; and therefore class 
the self-confinest with a victory at sea !" 

"They are so many court-lubbers, and I should like to 
have an opportunity of speaking my mind to them. 1 '11 
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not take the new commission ; tor every one must see, Dick, 
thn! it is a sop." 

" Ay, thai 's just, ray notion, too, about the red riband ; 
and i '11 not take thai. You have had the riband these ten 
years, have declined the peerage twice, and their only 
chance is the promotion. Take it you ought, and must, 
however, as it will be the means of pushing on some four or 
five poor devils, who have been wedged up to honours, in 
this manner, ever since they were captains. I am glad they 
do not talk of promoting me, for I should hardly know how 
to refuse such a grace. There is great virtue in parchment, 
with ali us military men." 

" Still it must In? parchment fairly won. 1 think you are 
wrong, notwithstanding, Blue water, in talking of refusing 
the riband, which is so justly your due, for a dozen dif- 
ferent acts. There is not a man in the service, who has 
been less rewarded for what he has done, than yourself." 

"I am sorry to hear you give this as your opinion; for 
just at this moment, 1 would rather think that I have no 
cause of complaint, in this way, against the reigning- family, 
or its ministers. I in sure I was posted when ijuile a young 
man, and since that time, no one has been lifted over my 
head." 

The vice-admiral looked in'eutly at his friend ; for never 
before had he delected a ieeling which be! rayed, us he fan- 
cied, so settled a determination in him to quit the service of 
the powers that were. Acquainted from boyhood with all 
the working- of the other's mind, he perceived (bat the rear- 
admiral had been endeavouring to persuade himself that no 
selfish or unworthy motive could be assigned to an act 
which he felt to proceed from disinterested chivalry, just as 
he himself broke out with his expression of an opinion llmt 
no officer had been less liberally rewarded for his profes- 
sional services than his friend. While there is no greater 
mystery to a selfish manager, than a man of disinterested 
temperament, they who feel and submit, to generous im- 
pulses, understand each other with an instinctive facility. 
When any particular individual is prone to believe that 
there is a predominance of good over evil in the world he 
inhabits, It is a sign of inexperience or of imbecility ; but 
when one acts and reasons as if all honour and virtue ara 
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extinct, he furnishes the best possible argument against his 
own tendencies and character. It has often been remarked 
[hat stronger friendships are made between those who have 
different personal peculiarities, than between those whose 
sameness of feeling and impulses would be less likely to 
keep interest alive ; but, in all cases of intimacies, there 
must be great identity of principles, and even of tastes in 
matters at all connected with motives, in order to ensure 
respect, among those whose standard of opinion is higher 
than common, or sympathy among those with whom it is 
lower. Such was the li.ict, as respected Admirals Oakes 
and Blue water. No two men could be less alike in tempera- 
ment, or character, physic-aily, and in some senses, morally 
considered ; but, when it came to principles, or all those 
tastes or feelings (bit: are allied to principles, there was a 
strong native, as weli as acquired ailinity. This union of 
sentiment was increased by common habits, and professional 
careers so long and so closely uniicd. as to be almost identi- 
cal. Nothing was easier, consequently, than for Sir Ger- 
voise Oalces to comprehend the workings of Admiral Blue- 
water's mind, as the latter endeavoured to believe lie had 
been fairly treated by the existing government. Of course, 
the reasoning which passed thro-.ie;h the thoughts of Sir 
Gervaisc, on this occasion, required much less time than we 
have taken to explain its nature ,■ and, after regarding his 
friend intently, as already related, for a few seconds, he 
answered as follows ; a good deal influenced, unwittingly to 
himself, with the wish to check the oilier'.'; Jacobite propen- 

" I am sorry not to be able to ngrec with you, Dick," he 
Maid, with some warmth. " So far from thinking you icd. 
treated, by any ministry, these twenty yen's, I think yor.i 
have been very ■(// treated. Your rank you have, beyond 
a question ; for of that no brave officer can well be deprived 
in a 3'e 'filiated service; but, have you had (lie comma nth to 
which vols are onti'.Ied ' — 1 was a eomiiiainler-in-e'i'oi' when 
only a rear- admiral of the blue; and (hen how long did I 
wear a broad pennant, before I get a dag, at all !" 

" You forget how much I have been with you. When 
two serve together, one smist consilium:!, and the other must 
obev So %r from comphiining of these Hanoverian Boards, 
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and First Lords, it seems to me that they have always kepi 
in view the hollowness of their claims to the throne, and 
have felt a desire to purchase honest men by their favours." 

"You are the si rari.uest fellow, .Dick Blucwatcr, it has 

ever been my lot to tail in with 1 D e me, if I believe 

you know always, when yon are ill treated. There are a 
dozen men in service, who have had separate commands, 
and who are not half as well entitled to them, as you are 
yourself." 

" Come, come, Oakos, this is getting to be puerile, for two 
old fellows, turned of fifty. You very well know that ] 
was offered jus', as ••'yy.l a ileot, as [his of your own, with a 
'choice of the whole list of na^',-o!riccrs below me, to pick a 
junior from; and, so. we'll say no more about it. As re- 
spects their red riband, however, it may go a-begging foff 

Sir Gervaise was about to answer in bis former vein, 
when a tap at the door announced the presence of another 
visiter. This time the door opened on the person of Gal- 
leygo, who had been included hi Sir Wyeberly's hosptlable 
plan of entertain; n g every s<:;d who immediately belonged 
to the suite of Sir Gervaise. 

" What the d— 1 has brought you here '" exclaimed tho 
Vice-admiral, a little warmly : ibr he did nnt relish an inter- 
ruption just at this moment. " Recollect you've not on 
board the Plantagenet, but in the dwelling of a gentleman, 
where there are both butler and housekeeper, and who have 
no occasion for your advice, or authority, to keep things in 

" Well, there, Sir Gorvr.iso 1 doesn't, agree with you the 
lenst bit ; for 1 thinks as a ship's steward — 1 mean a cabin 
steward, and a rood 'ua of the totality— might do a great 
deal of improvement, in this very house. The cook and I 
has had a partie'lur dialogue on them matters, already; 
and I mentioned to her the names of seven different dishes. 
every one of whieh she quite as good as admitted to me, 
was Juki, the same as .so mueh gospel to Iter." 

"I shall have to ([iiaraul.iue this fellow, in the long run-, 
(iluewater! 1 do believe if I were to lake him to Lambeth 
Palace, or even to St. James's, he'd thrust his oar into tba 
E> i';d i bishop's benedictions, or the queen's cuudlc-eup !" 
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"Well, Sir Gervaise, wheru would lie the great harm, if 
I did? A man as knows the use of an oar, may be trusted 
with one, even in a church, or an ahbey. When your 
honour comes to hear what the dishes was, as Sir Wy- 
cherly's cook had never heard on, you 'I! think it as great a 
cur'osity as I do myself. If I had just leave to name 'cm 
Dver, I think as both you gentlemen would look at it as 
remarkable." 

" What are they, Galleygo 1" inquired Bluewater, put. 
ting one of'liis long legs over an arm of the ndjoi:;iu!; chair, 
in order to indulge himself in a yam with his friend's stew- 
ard, with greater freedom ; for hi.: greatly ddighted in Gal- 
leygo's peculiarities ; seeing just enough of the fellow to 
find amusement, without annoyance in them. "I'll an- 
swer for Sir Gervaiso, who is always a little diffident about 
boasting of the superiority of a ship, over a house." 

"Yes, your honour, that he is — that is just one of Sir 
Jarvy's weak p'inls, as a body might say. Now, I never 
goes ashore, without trimming sharp up. and luffing athwart 
every person's hawse, I fail in with : which is as much as 
to fell 'em, I belongs lo a (lag-ship, and a racer, and a craft 
as hasn't her equal on salt-water ; no disparagement to the 
hit of bunting at the miMcn-lo|>-galhmt-must-head of the 
Csesar, or to the ship that carries it. I hopes, as we are 
so well acquainted, Admiral Rlue water, no offence will be 

" Where none is meant, none ought lo be taken, my 
friend. Now let us hoar your bill-cfrfare." 

"Well, sir, the very firs', dish 1 mentioned to Mrs. Larder, 
Sir Wycherly's cook, was lobscous ; and, would you be- 
lieve it, gentlemen, the poor woman had never heard of it! 
I began witb a Sight hand, as it might be, just not to over- 
whelm her with knowledge, at a blow, as Kir Jarvy capti- 
vated the French frigate with the upper tier of guns, that he 
might ta.t'o her alive, like." 

"And the lady knew nothing- of a lobscous — neither of 
its essence, nor nature V 

" There 's no essences as is ever put in a lohscous, be- 
sides potaties, Admiral Bluewater; thof we make 'em in the 
old Planter" —nanline for I'laiilagcnet — "in so liquorish a 
fashion, you might well think they even had Jamaiky, in 
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'em. No, potaties is the essence of lobscous ; and a very 
good thing is a yiotatic, Sir Jarvy, when a ship's company 
has been on =al;cd oakum lor .1 low months." 

" Well, what was the nest dish the good woman broke 
down under?" asked the rear-admiral, fearful the master 
might order the servant to quit the room; while he, himself, 
was anxious to get rid of any further political discussion. 

"Well, sir, she knowed no more of a chowder, than if 
the sea wern't in the neighbourhood, and there wern't such 
a thing as a fish in all England. When 1 talked to her of 
n chowder, she gave in, like a Spaniard at the fourth or fifth 
broadside." 

"Such ignorance is disgrace: a;, nni: bo'.okens a decline in 
civilization ! But, you hoisted out more knowledge for her 
benefit, Gall cygo — small dose* of learning arc poor things." 

"Yes, your honour; just like weak grog — burning the 
priming, without starling the shot. To be sure, I did, Ad- 
miral Blue. 1 just named to her burgoo, and then I men- 
tioned dud" (anglice dough) to her, but she denied that there 
was any such things in the cookery -book. Do you know, Sir 
Jarvy, as these here shore craft get their dinners, as our 
master gets the sun; all out of a book, as it might be. 
Awful tidings, too, gentlemen, about the Pretender's son; 
and I s'posc we shall have to take the (leet up into Scotland, 
as I fancy them 'ere sogers will not make much of a hand 
in settling law?" 

" And have you honoured ns with a visit, just to give us 
an essay on dishes, a;ni to tell us what you intend to do 
with the fleet?" demanded &!■ Gervatse, a little more sternly 
than he was accustomed to speak to the steward. 

"Lord bless you, Sir Jarvy, I didn't dream of one or 
t'other I As for telling you, or Admiral Blue, {so the sea- 
men used to call the second in rank,) here, anything about 
lobscous, or chowder, why, it would bo carrying coals to 
New Market. I 've fed ye both with all such articles, when 
ye was nothing but young gentlemen ; and when yon was 
no longer young iron; I emeu, too, but a couple of sprightly 
luffs, of nineteen. And as for moving the fleet, I know, 
well enough, thai, will never happen, without our talking it 
over in the old Planter's cabin ; which is a much more 
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land !" 

" May 1 lake the liberty of inquiring, then, wnat did bring 
you here !'" 

" That you may, with all my hea rt, Sir Jarvy, for I likes 
to answer your questions. My errand is not to your honour 
this time, though you are my master. It 's no great matter, 
alter all, being just to hand this bit of a letter over to Admi- 
ral Blue." 

" And where did this letter come from, and how did it 
happen to fall into your hands?" demanded Blue water, 
looking at the supei'soripii;->n, the wniiuy; of which he ap- 
peared to recognise. 

" It hails from Lun'nun, I hear; and they tell me it's to 
be a great secret that you "vc got it, at all. The history of 
the matter is just this. An officer got in to-night, with 
orders for us, carrying sail as hard as his shay would bear. 
it seems he fell in with Mas'.er Atwnuri, as he made his land- 
fall, and being acquainted with that gentleman, he just 
whipped out his orders, and sen; 'em oil' to the right man. 
Then he laid his course for the landing, wishing to got 
aboard of the Dublin, to which he is ordered ; but falling 
in with our bame, as I landed, ho wanted to know the w here- 
away of Ad mi ial Bine, hero; believing him to be afloat. 
Some 'un telling him as I was a friend and servant of both 
admirals, as it might be, he turned himself over to me for 
advice. So I promised to deliver the letter, as I had a thou- 
sand afore, and knou-ed the way of doing such things ; and 
he gives me the letter, under special orders, like; that is to 
say, it was to be handed to the rear-admiral as it might be 
under the lee of She inizzen-stny-sail, or in a private fashion. 
Well, gentlemen, you both knows I understand that, too, 
and so I undertook the job," 

" And I have got to be so insignificant a person that I 
pass for no one, in your discriminating mind, Master Gal- 
leygp !" exclaimed the vice-admiral, sharply. " I have sua- 
p;>cie(' us much, these (ivc-and-lwonty years." 

"Lord bless you, Sir Jarvy, how llag-o Dicers will make 

mistakes sometimes 1 They 're mortal, 1 says to the people 

of the galley, and have their appetites false, just like the 

young gentlemen, when !l-ev ser alhwavt-huwse of a body, 

10* 
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I says. Now, I count Admir.il lilac and yourself pretty 
much 33 one man, seeing tint you keep lew, or no secrets 
from each other. I know'cl ye licit li as young gentlemen, 
and then you loved one auo'her like twins; and then I 
know'd ye as luffs, when ye 'd walk the deck the whole 
watch, spinning yarns ; and then I know'd ye as Pillardeos 
and Arrestee, though one pillow might have answered for 
both ; and as for Arrest, 1 never know'd either of ye to get 
into that scrape. As for telling a secret to one, I 've al- 
ways looked upon it as pretty much telling it to t'other." 

The two admirals exchanged glances, and the look of 
kindness that each met in the eyes of his friend removed 
every shadow that had been cast athwart their feelings, by 
the previous discourse. 

" That will do, Gallcygo," returned Sir Cervaise, mildly. 
" You 're a good fellow in the main, though a villanously 
rough one — " 

" A little of old Boveus, Sir J.wy," interrupted the stew- 
ard, with a grim smile ; " but it. blows harder at sea than 
it does ashore. These chaps on land, ar'n't battened down, 
and caulked for such weather, as we souk of Neptun' is ob- 
ligalerl to lace." 

" Quite true, and so '.rood -night. Admiral Bluewaterand 
myself wish to comer together, for half an hour; all that it 
is proper for you to know, shall be communicated another 

" Good-night, and God bless your honour. Good-night, 
Admiral Blue : we three is the men as can keep any secret 
as ever floated, let. it draw as much water as it pleases." 

Sir Gervaise Oakes stopped in his walk, and gazed at hla 
friend with manifest infere.it, as lie perceived that Admiral 
Bluewater was running over his letter for the third time. 
Being now without a witness, he did not hesitate to express 
his appr-hensions. 

'■ 'Tis as I feared, Dick !" lie cried. " That letter is from 
some prominent paru's-:;.in of Edward Stuart?" 

The rear-admiral turned his eyes on the face of his friend, 
with an expression that, was difficult to read ; and then hj 
ran over the contents of the epistle, (or lite four ill time. 

" A set of precious rascals they arc. Gervaise!" at longlh 
the rear-admiral exclaimed. " If the whole court was 
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Culled, I question if enough honesty could be found So leaven 
one puritan scoundrel. Tel! me if you know this hand, 
Oakes? I question if you over saw it before." 

The superscription of the letter was held out to Sir Ger. 
vaise, who, after a close examination, declared himself 
unacquainted with the writing. 

" I thought as much," resumed Bluewnter, carefully tear- 
ing the sign at. 1.1 re from the bottom of the page, and burning 
it in a candle; "let this disgraeoli.il pari of the secret die, 
at least. The fellow who wrote this, has put ' confidential ' 
at the top of his miserable scrawl ; and a most confident 
scoundrel he is, for his pains. However, no man has a 
right to thrust himself, in this rude manner, between me and 
my oldest friend : and least of id; wil- I consent to keep this 
piece of treachery from your knowledge, I do more than 
the rascal merits in concealing his name; nevertheless, 1 
shall not deny myself ilie pleasure of sending him such an 
answer as he deserves. Head that, (takes, and then say if 
keelhauling would be too yr«xl ibr the writer." 

Sir Gervaise took the letter in silence, though not without 
great surprise, and began to peruse it. As he proceeded, 
the colour mounted to his tern pies, and once lie dropped his 
hand, to cast a look of wonder and indignation towards his 
companion. That the reader may see how much occasion 
there was for both these Ibeiimvs, we shall give the commu- 
nication entire. It was couched in the following words ; 

"Dear Admiral Bluewafer : 

" Our ancient friendship, and I am proud to add, affinity 
of blood, unite in induein<;- me to write a line, at this interest, 
ing moment. Of the result of this rash experiment of tilt, 
Pretender's son, no prudent man can entertain o doubt. 
Still, the boy may give us some trouble, before .he is dis- 
posed of, altogether. We look to all our friends, therefore, 
for their most efficient e.\erlions, and most prudent co-opera- 
lion. On you, every reliance is placed ; and I wish I could 
say as much (or ccrry flu g-ofjicer afl.oat. Some distrust — 
unmerited, I sincerely hope— exists in a very high rjuarter, 
touching the loyalty of a certain commander-in-chief, who 
is so completely under your observation, that it is felt 
enough is done in hinting the fact to one of your political 
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tendencies. The king said, this morning, ' Veil, dere ishl 
Bluevater; of him we are allure osht of ter sun.' You stand 
excellently well there, to my great delight ; and I need only 
Bay, be watchful and prompt. 

" Yours, with the most sincere faith and attachment, my 
dear Bluewater, &c, &c. . 

" Rear -Admiral Bwewateb. 

e sent you the red 
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mfidential ser- 
vants, arc such arrant dunces, as to be guilty of so much 
weakness. No, this masterly move is intended to secure 
me, by creating a confidence that they think no generous- 
minded man would betray. It is a hook, delicately baited 
to catch a gudgeon, and not an order to watch a whale." 

" Can the scoundrels be so mean — nay, dare they be so 
bold I They must have known you would show mc the 
letter." 

"Not they— the v his^n reasoned on my course, as they 
would on their own. Nothing catches a weak man sooner 
than a pretended t'onudem-e of this nature ; and I dare say 
this blackguard rates me just high enough to fancy I may 
be duped in this (iimsy manner. Put yiimr mind at resj:; 
King George knows he may confide in you, while I think it 
probable /am distrusted." 
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" I hope, Dick, you do not suspect raj discretion ! My 
own secret would not bo Imlt'so sacred with me." 

" I know that, full well. Of you, 1 entertain no distrust, 
either in heart or head ; of myself, I am not quite so cer- 
tain. When v/c.fcel, we do not always reason; and there 
is as much feeling, as anything dsc, in this matter." 

" Not a line is there, in all my despatches, that go to De- 
fray the slightest distrust of me, or any one else. You are 
spoken of, but it is in a trimmer to gratify you, rather than 
to alarm. Take, mid road titem all; I intended to show 
them to you, as soon as we h.ai go; through with that cursed 
discussion." 

As Sir Gervaise concluded, lie threw the whole package 
of letters oil Ihrj kiblc, hiHore his friend. 

" It will bo time enough, wdiou you summon me regularly 
to a council of war/' returned ISluewuler, laying the letters 
gently aside. " Perhaps we had better sleep on this affair ; 
in the morning we shall meet with cooler heads, and just as 
warm hearts." 

" Good-night, Dick," said Sir Gervaise, holding out both 
hands for the other to shake as he parsed him, in quitting 
the room. 

" Good-night, Gervaise ; let this miserable devil go over- 
board, and think no more of him. I have half a mind to 
ask you for a leave, to-morrow, just to run up to London, 
and cut off his ears." 

Sir Gervaise laughed and nodded his head, and the two 
friends parted, with ieelings as kind as ever had distinguished 
their remarkable career. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Thursday is near ; lay hand on heart, advise | 

An' you lie mine, I : ]f fi-ivc you lu my friend i 
An' you lie not, ln.i.^, bu^, fVaiw.:, die i' Hit slreels." 
Romeo and Juliet: 

WircHECOJfHK Hall had most of the peculiar! ties of a 
iiachelora dwelling, in its internal siovrrnmciil; nor was it, 
in any manner, behind, or, it mijdil l;e belter to say, before, 
the age, in its modes and customs connected with jollifies- 
lions. When its master relaxed a liillo, the servants quite 
uniformly imitated Ins example. Sir Wycherly kept a 
plentiful table, and the servant^ hall fired nearly as well as 
the dining-room ; the single article of wine excepted. In 
lieu of the latter, however, was an unlimited allowance of 
double-brewed ale ; and liic dii-erenco in the. potations was 
far more in the name than in, the quality of the beverages. 
The master drank port; for, in the middle of the last cen- 
tury, few Englishmen had better wine — and port, too, that 
was by no means of a very remarkable dclieaey, but which, 
like those who used it, was rough, honest, and strong; 
while the servant had his malt liquor of the very highest 
stamp and flavour. Between I tin i lie rent wine and excellent 
ale, the distance is not interminable; and Sir Wycherly's 
household was well aware of the fact, having frequently in- 
stituted intelligent praelieal comparisons, by means of which, 
all but the butler and Mrs. Larder had come to the conclu- 
sion to stand by the home-brewed. 

On the present occasion, not a soul in the house was 
ignorant of the reason why the baronet was making a night 
of it. Every man, woman, and child, in or about the Hall, 
was a devoted par:i.s;m of the. huu~e of Hanover; and as soon 
as it was understood that this (eelino. was to be manifested by 
drinking "success to King George, and God bless him," on 
the one side; and " confusion to the i'retender, and bis mad 
son," on the other; all under the roof entered into the duty, 
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r on a throne, 
if potations c 

When Admiral liluewaler, therefore, Toll the chamber of 
his friend, the signs of mirth ami of a regular debauch were 
so very obvious, that a little curiosity to watch the result, 
and it disinclination to go off to his ship so soon, united to 
induce him to descend into tin.: rooms below, with a view to 
got a more accural'.; knuwh dgc of th<; condition of the house- 
hold. In crossing 1 lie great hall, to enter the drawing-room, 
he encountered Galley go, when (he (fallowing discourse took 
place. 

" I should think ■he ma^er-at-arms ha.5 not done his duty, 
and dowsed the glim below, Master Steward," said the rear- 
admiral, in his quiet way, as they met ; " the laughing, and 
singing, and hiccupping, are all upon a very liberal scale 
for a respectable country-house." 

Galleygo touched the lock of hair on his forehead, with 
one hand, and gave his trowsersaslue with the other, before 
he answered; which he soon did, however, though with a 
voice a little thicker than was usual with him, on account 
of his having added a. draught or two 'o 'hose he had taken 
previously to visiling Sir Gorvaise's dressing-room; and 
wiuch s'.i"-:! ::dd:i.i:;!^:i! draught or two, had produced some 
such effect on his system, as the fresh drop produces on the 
cup that is already full. 

" That 's just it, Admiral Rhio," returned the steward, in 
passing good-humour, though still sober enough to maintain 
the decencies, alter his own fashion; " that 's just it, your 
honour. They 've passed the word below to let the lights 
stand for further orders, and have turned the hands up for a 
frolic Such ale as they has, stowed m the lower hold of 
this house, like leaguers in the ground-tier, it does a body's 
heart good to contemplate. AH hands is bowsing up their 
jibs on it, sir, and the old Hall will soon be carrying aa 
much sail as she can stagger under. It 's nothing but loose- 
away and sheet-home." 

"Ay, ay, Gallcygn, this maybe well enough for tho 
people of the household, if' Sir Wyeher'y allows it; but it 
ill becomes the servants of gnosis t;i fall into this disorder. 
If 1 find Tom has done anything amiss, he will hear more 
of it ; and as your own master is not here to admonish you, 



-HoslecbyGoOgle 



120 TUB TWO ADMIRALS. 

I '11 just tako the liberty of doing it for him, since I know it 
would mortify him exceedingly to learn that his steward 
had done anything to disgrace himself." 

"Lord bless your (ionr soil Admiral Blue, take just as 
many liberties a? yon think lit, and I'll never pocket one 
on 'em. I knovAl yo;', when you wns only a young gen- 
tleman, and now you 're a rear. You 're close on' our heels; 
and by the lime we are a full admiral, you 'II be something 
like a vice. I looks upon you as bone of our bone, arid 
flesh of our flesh,— Pi Hardee s and Arrestees — and I no more 
minds a setting-down from your honour, than I does from 
Sir Jarvy, hissolL" 

" I believe that is true enough, Galleygo ; but tako my 
advice, and knock off with the ale for to-night. Can you 
tell me how the land lies, with the rest of the company ?" 

" You couldn't have asked a better person, your honour, 
as I've just been passing through all the roams, from a sort 
of habit I has, sir ; for, d'ye see, I thought I was in the old 
Planter, and that it was my duty to overlook everything, as 
usual. The last pul! at the ale, put that notion in my head ; 
bur. it 's gone now, and 1 see how matters is. Yes sir, the 
mainmast <Jf a church isn't stiffer and more correct-like, 
than my judgment is, at this blessed moment. Sir Wy- 
cherly guv' me a glass of his black-strap, as i ran through 
the dining-room, and told me to drink ' Confusion to the 
Pretender,' which I did, with hearty good -w ill ; but his 
liquor will no more lay alongside; of Ike ale they 've down 
on the orLp, than a French in/in will compare with an Eng- 
lishman. What's your opinion, Admiral Blue, consuming 
this cruise of the Pretender's son, up in the Highlands of 
Scotland V 

Bluewater gave a quick, distrust'.)' ji'.inuie at the steward, 
for he knew that the fellow was half his time in the outer 
cabin and pantries of the Phtinigenui, as id be could not tell 
how much of his many private ilialoyi.ie.q ivith Sir Gervaise, 
might have been overheard. Meeting with nothing but the 
unmeaning expression of one half-seas-over, his uneasiness 
mstnni.ly subsided. 

'■' I think it a gallant enterprise, Galleygo," he answered ; 
too manly even to feign what he did not believe; "but I 
fear, as a cruise, it will not bring much prize-money. You 



Hosiec by Google 



THE TWO ADMIRALS. 131 

have forgotten you were about to tell mo how the land lies. 
Sir Wychcriy, Mr. Button, Mr. Rotherham, are aiilJ at the 
table, I fancy — are these all 1 What have become of the 
two young gentlemen V 

" There 's none ashore, sir," said Galleygo, promptly j 
accustomed to !>ivu th;il appellation only to midshipmen. • 

" I mean the two Mr. Wychecombes ; one of whom, I 
had forgot, is actually an officer." 

" Yes sir, and a most paitlc'lar fine officer he is, as every 
body says. Well, sir, Ac's with the ladies; while his 
namesake has gone back to the table, and has put luff upon 
luff, to fetch up leeway." 

" And tho ladies — what have they done with themselves, 
in this scene of noisy revelry?" 

" They 'se in yonder stale- room, your honour. As soon 
is they found how the ship weis heading, like all women- 
jrali, they both makes for the best harbour they could run 
into. Yes, they 'se yonder." 

As Galleygo pointed to the door of the room he meant, 
Bluewater proceeded towards it, parting with the steward 
after a few more words of customary, but very useless cau- 
tion. The tap of the admiral was answered by Wychcriy 
in person, who opened the door, and mode way for his su- 
perior to enter, with a respectful obeisance. There was but 
a single candle in the little parlour, in which Ihe two females 
had taken refuge from the increasing noise of the debauch ,' 
and this was due to a pious e\|)e;.lieiit of Mildred's, in extin- 
guishing the other.';, with a view lo conceal Ihe traces of 
tears that were still visible on her own and her mother* 
cheeks. The rear-admiral was, at first, struck with this 
comparative obscurity ; but it soon appeared lo him appro- 
priate (o tho feelings of the party assembled in the room. 
Mrs. Button received him with the ease she had acquired in 
her early life, and the meeting passed as a matter of course, 
with persons temporarily residing under tho same roof. 

"Our friends appear to be enjoying themselves," said 
Bluewater, wiicn a shout from the dining-room forced itself 
on the ears of all present. "Tho loyalty of Sir Wycherly 
seems to he of proof." 

" Oh ! Admiral Bluewater," exclaimed the distressed wife, 
feeling, momentarily, getting the better of discretion ; " do 
U 
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you— can you call such a desecration of Gad's image, en- 
joyment V 

"Not justly, perhaps, Mrs. Dutlon ; and yet it is what 
millions mistake for it. Tin's mode of celebrating any great 
event, and even of iLustruiii!; what, we think our principles, 
is, I fear, a vice not only of our age, but of our country," 

" And yet, neither you, nor Sir Gervaiso Oakes, I see, 
find it necessary to give sueb a proof of your attachment to 
the house of Hanover, or of your readiness to serve it with 
your time and persons." 

' " You will remember, my good lady, that both Oakes and 
myself are fiag-oiiicer* in command, and it would never do 
tor us to fall into a debauch In sight of our own ships. I 
am glad to see, however, that Mr. Wyeiiceombc, here, pre- 
fers such society as I find him in, to the pleasures of the 
table." 

Wycherly bowed, and Mildred fast an expressive, not to 
say grateful, glance towards the speaker; but her mother 
pursued the discourse, in which she found a little relief to 
her suppressed emotion. 

" God be thanked for that !" she exclaimed, half-uncon- 
scious of the interpiT't;i:ion Mint mi«ht be put on her words ; 
"All that we have seen of Mr. Wychecombe would lead us 
to believe that this is not an unusual, or an accidental for- 
bearance." 

" So much the more fortunate for him. I congratulate 
you, young sir, on this triumph of principle, or of tempera- 
ment, or of both. We belong to a profession, in which the 
bottle is an enemy more to be (bared, ihi.ni any that the king 
can give us. A sailor can call in no ally as efficient in 
subduing this mortal foe, as an intelligent and cultivated 
mind. The man who really thinks much, seldom drinlex 
much ; but there are hours — nay weeks and months of idle- 
ness in a ship, in which iho lempta.tion (o resort to unnatural 
excitement in que.^t of pleasure, is too strong for minds, that 
are not well fortified, to resist. This is particularly the 
case with commanders, who find themselves isolated by 
their rank, and oppressed with responsibility, in the privacy 
of their own cabins, and got'1.0 make a companion of tliG 
bottle, by way of seeking relief from uncomfortable thoughts, 
aiid of creating a society of I heir own. I deem the cihied 
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pc-riod of a sailor'.- lii'.i. to be tht: first few years of solitary 
command." 

"How true! — how true 1" murmured Mrs. Dulfon. "Oli! 
that cutter — that cruel cutter I" 

The truth flashed upon the recollection of Bluewater, at 
this unguarded, and ins!anlly-L-o:;TeKed exclamation. Many 
years before, when only a explain himseil'i he had been a 
member of a court-martial which cashiered a lieutenant 
of the name of Dutlon, for grievous misconduct, while in 
command of a cutter; the fruits of the botiie. From the 
first, he thought the name familiar to him ; but so many 
similar things had happened in the course of forty years' 
service, that this particular incident had been partially lost 
in the obscurity of time. It was now completely recalled, 
however ; and that, loo, with all i's u'tendaut circumstances. 
The recollection served to itive the re ^--admiral renewed 
interest in the unhappy wife, ami lovely daughter, of the 
miserable delinquent. He had been applied to, at the time, 
for his interest in efleeting the restoration of the guilty officer, 
or even to procure for him, Ihc hopeless station he now 
actually occupied ; but be had sternly refused to be a party 
in placing any man in authority, who was the victim of a 
propensity that not only disgraced himself, but which, in 
the peculiar position of a sailor, equally jeoparded the 
honour of the country, and risked the lives of all around 
him. He was aware thai. Ihc last application had been suc- 
cessful, by means of a court influence it was very unusual 
to exert incases so in-sitrnificanl; and, 1 ben, he had, for years, 
lost sight of the criminal and his fortunes. This unexpected 
revival of his old impressions, caused him to feel like an 
ancient friend of the wife and daughter: for well could he 
recall a scene he bad with both, in which the struggle be- 
tween his humanity and his principles had been so violent 
as actually to reduce him to tears. Mildred had forgotten 
the name of this particular officer, having been merely a 
child ; hut well did Mi's. Dulton re i tie in her if, and with fear 
and trembling had she come that day, to meet him at the 
Hall. The first look satisfied her that she was forgotten-, 
and she had stru^lcd herself, to bury in oblivion, a scene 
which was one of the most painful of her life. The u,-.- 
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guarded expression, mentioned, entirely changed the state 
of affairs. 

" Mrs. Dutton," said 11 1 uo water, kindly taking a hand of 
the distressed wife ; " I believe we are old friends ; if, after 
what has passed, you will allow me so to consider myself." 

"Ah! Admiral Blue-water, my memory needed no ad- 
monisher to tell me that. Your sympathy and kindness 
areas grateful fo me, anw. as ihey were in that dreadful 
moment, when we met before." 

" And I had the pleasure of seeing this young lady, more 
than once, on that unpleasant occasion. This accounts for 
a fancy that has fairly haunted me throughout the day ,' for, 
from the instant my eye fell on Miss Mildred, it struck me 
that the face, and most of all, its expression, was familiar to 
mo. Certainly it is not a countenance, once seen, easily to 
be forgotten." 

" Mildred was then but a child, sir, and your recollection 
must have been a fancy, indeed, as children of her age sel- 
dom make any kisliii.tr impression on (lie mind, particularly 
in the way of features." 

" It is not the features that I recognize, but the expres- 
sion ; and that, I need not tell the young lady's mother, is 
an expression not so very easily forgotten. I dare say Mr. 
Wyehecombe is ready enough to vouch for the truth of what 
I say." 

"Harkl" exclaimed Mrs. Dutton, who was sensitively 
alive to any indication of the progress of the debauch. 
"There is great con fusion in the dining- room '. — I hope the 
gentlemen are of one miuu as respects this rising in Scot- 
land !" 

" If there is a Jaenhiie aciyiy (linn, he will have a warm 
time of it ; with Sir Wyehm-'.y, bis nephew, and the vicar — 
all three of whom are raging lions, in the way of loyalty. 
There does, indeed, seem something out of the way, for 
those sounds, I should think, are the feet of servants, run- 
ning to and fro. If the servant? '-hall is in the condition I 
suspect, it will as much need the aid of the parlour, as the 
parlour can possibly — " 

A tap at the door caused Blnewater to cease speaking ; 
and as Wycherly threw open the entrance, Galleygo ap- 
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pearedon the threshold, b\ (Lis rime rcdjccd lathe necessity 
of holding on by the casings. 

" Well, sir," said the rear-admiral, sternly, for he was no 
longer disposed lo trifle with any of the crapulous set ; 
" well, sir, what impei'-inenec has now brought you here?" 

" No Impertinence at all, your honour ; we carries none 
o c that, in the old Planter. There being no young gentle- 
men, hereabouts, to report proceedings, -L thought I'd just 
step in and do the duty with my own tongue. We has so 
many reports in our cabin, that there isn't an officer in the 
fleet (hat can malie 'cm belter, as myself, sir." 

" There are a hundred who would spend fewer words on 
anything. What is your business f" 

" Why, sir, just to report one flag struck, and a com- 
manilcr-lit-diici'on In* beam-ends." 

" Good God ! Nothing has happened to Sir Gervaise — 
speak, fellow, or I '11 have you sent out of this Babel, and 
ofi*to the ship, though it wore midnight." 

"It be pretty much that, Admiral Blue; or past six bells; 
as any one may see by the ship's clock on the great com- 
panion ladder; six bell*, going well on to seven — " 

" Your business, sir! what lias happened to Sir Ger- 
vaise?" repeated Bluewaicr, shaking his long fore-finger 
inenaeinglv, at the steward. 

"We are as well, Admiral Blue, as the hour we came 
over the Planter's side. Sir Jarvy will carry sail with the 
best on 'em, I '11 answer for it, whether ihe ship floats in old 
Port Oporto, or in a brewer's vat. Let Sir Jarvy alone for 
them tricks — he wasn't a yoi;i:g ^erdeman. for nothing." 

" Have a momen'.V pa; icnce, sir," put in VVycherly, " and 
I wilt go myself, ai::l ascertain the truth." 

"I shall make but another inquiry," continued Admiral 
Bluewater, a* Wyeherly left the room. 

" Why, d'ye see, your honour, old Sir Wyeherly, who 
is commander-in-chief, along shore here, has capsized in 
consequence of carrying sail too hard, in company with 
younger craft ; and they 're now warping him into dock to 
be overhauled." 

" Is this all ! — that was a result to he expected, in such a 
debauch. You need not have put on so ominous a face.foi 
this, Galley go.' 
11 • 



Hosiec by Google 



126 THE TWO ADMIRALS. 

"No, sir, so 1 thought, myself; and I only tried to look 
as melancholy as a young genJlema.n who is sent below to 
report a top-gal lani.-rnast over flic side, or a studding-sail- 
boom gone in the iron. D'ye remember the lime, Admiral 
Blue, when you thought to luff up on the. old Planter's 
weather-quarter, mill <j.vl behvecii her and the French ninety 
on three decks, and how your stu'n-sails went, one a'lei 
another, just like so many mus her rooms breaking in peel- 
ing V 

Galloygo, who was apt to draw his images from his two 
trades, might have talked on an hour, without interruption, 
for, while he was uttering the above sentence, Wyeherly 
returned, and reported thai their host was seriously, even 
dan^eroiii.iy ':'.'.. V/liiiO dohiy; the honours of his table, lie 
hud been .sci'/.cd with a lit, which the vicar, a noted three- 
bottle man, feared was apoplexy. Mr, Rothevham had bled 
the patient, who was already a. little better, and an express 
had been sent for a medical man. As a matter of course, 
the convives had left the table, and alarm was frightening 
the servants into sobriety. At Mrs. Dutton's earnest re- 
quest, Wyeherly immediately Ic-ii the room again, forcing 
Galleygo out before him, with a view to get more accurate 
information concerning (bo bi'irmiot's real situation ; both the 
mother and daughter feeling a real aifeclion for Sir Wy. 
chcrly ; the kind old man having won their hearts by his 
habitual benevolence, and a constant concern for their 
welfare. 

" Sic transit gloria mundi," muttered Admiral Bluewater, 
as he threw his tall person, in his own careless manner, on 
a chair, in a dark corner of the room. " This baronet has 
fallen from his throne, in a moment of seeming prosperilj 
and revelry ; why may not another do the same?" 

Mrs. Dutton heard the voice, without distinguishing the 
words, and she felt distressed at the idea that one whom she 
so much respected and loved, miiiht be judged of harshly, 
by a man of the rear-adniit'ai 1 ^ character. 

"Sir Wyeherly is one of trie kindest-hearted men, breath- 
ing," she said, a little hurriedly ; " and there is not a better 
landlord in England. Then he is hy no means addicted to 
indulgence at table, more than is customary with gentlemen 
of his station. ITis loyalty has, no doubt, carried him this 
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evening farther than was prudent, or than we could have 
wished." 

" I have every disposition to think favourably of our poor 
host, my dear Mrs. Dutton, and we seamen are not accus- 
tomed to judge a bori riiuxnt too harshly." 

" Ah! Admiral j.'kicwnter, you, who have so wide-spread 
a reputation for sobriety and correct deportment! Well do 
I remember how 1 trembled, when 1 heard your name men- 
tioncd as one of the lead in if members of that dreadful 

" You let your recollections dwell too much on these un- 
pleasant subjects, Mrs. Duilon, and 1 sln.ii.ilf] like to see you 
setting an example of greater cheerfulness to your sweet 
daughter. I could not befriend yen, then, for my oath and 
my duty were both against it: but, how, there exists no 
possible reason, why I should not; while there does exist 
almost every possible disposition, why I should. This sweet 
(.'fluid interests me in a way I can hardly describe." 

Mrs. Dutton was silent and thoughtful. The years of 
Admiral Bluewater did not absolutely forbid his regarding 
Mildred's extreme beauty, with the eyes of ordinary admira- 
tion ; but his language, and most of all, his character, 
ought to repel the intrusive suspicion, Still Mildred was 
surpassingly lovely, and men weir: surpassingly weak in 
matters of love. Many a hero hart passed a youth of self- 
command and discretion, to consummate some act of exceed- 
ing folly, of this very nature, in the decline of life; and 
bitter experience had taught her in be distrustful. Never- 
theless, she could not, a.t once, bring herself to think ill of 
one, whose character she had so long respected ; and, with 
all the rear-admiral's directness of manner, there was so 
much real and feeling delicacy, blended with the breeding 
of a gentleman-like sailor, that it was not easy to suppose 
he had any other motives than those he saw fit to avow. 
Mildred had made many a friend, by a sweetness of coun- 
tenance, that was even more winning, than her general 
beauty of face and form was attractive,' and why should 
not thus respectable old seaman be of the number. 

This train of thought was interrupted by the sudden and 
unwelcome appearance of Dutton. He had just returned 
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from the bed-side oi' Sir Wycherly, nnd now came to seek 
his wife and daughter, lo ijkl them prepare to enter the 
chariot, which was in wailing to convey them home. The 
miserable man was not intoxicated, in the sense which 
deprives a. man of the use of speech and limbs; but he had 
druok quite enough fo awn ken the demon within him, and 
lo lay bare the secrets of his true character. If anything, 
his nerves were better strung than common ; but the wine 
had stirred up all the energies of a bcin^, whose resolutions 
seldom took the direction of correct feeling, or of rigbf 
doing. The darkness of the room, and a slight confusion 
which nevertheless exisled in his brain, prevented him from 
noticing the person of Ins superior, sealed, as the latter was, 
in the dark corner; and he believed himself once more 
done with those who were so completely dependent on his 
mercy, and who had so long been ::;e .subjects of his brutality 
and tyranny. 

" I hope Sir Wycherly is better, Button," the wife com- 
menced, fearful that her Ir.-sband mhibr expose' himself and 
her, before he was aware of the presence in which he stood. 
"Admiral Bluewater is as anxious, as we are ourselves, to 
know his real slate." 

"Ay, yon women arc all pity and reeling for baronets 
and rear-admirals," answered Button, throwing himself 
rudely into a chair, will) bis back towards the stranger, in 
an attitude completely to exclude the latter from his view ; 
" while a husband, or lather, might die a hundred deaths, 
and not draw a look of pity from your beautiful eyes, or a 
kind word from your devilish tongues." 

" Neither Mildred nor I, merit this from you, Dutton !" 

"No, you're both perfection: like mother, like child. 
Haven't I been, iil'tv times, at death's door, with this very 
complaint of Sir Wycherly's, and did either of you ever 
send for an apothecary, even V 

"You have been occasionally indisposed, Dutton, hut 
never apoplectic; and we have always 'bought a little sleep 
would restore you ; as, indeed, it always has." 

" What business bad you io think ? Saracens think, and 
medical men, and It was your duty to send for the nearest 
professional man, to look after one you're bound both lo 
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honour, and obey. You are your own mistress, Martha, I 
do suppose, in a certain degree; and what can't be cured 
must be endured ; but Mildred is my child; and I 'II have 
her respect and love, il' 1 break both your hearts in order to 
get at them." 

"A pious daughter always respects her parent, Dutton," 
said the wile, trembling from head to foot ; " but love must 
come willingly, or, it will not come at all." 

" We 'II see as to that, Mrs. Martha Dutton ; we '11 see as 
to [hat. Come hither, Mildred ; I have a word lo say to 
you, which may as well be said at once." 

Mildred, trembling like her mother, drew near ; but with 
a feeling of filial piety, that no harshness could entirely 
smother, she felt anxious to prevent the father from further ex- 
posing himself, in the presence of Admiral Bluewater. With 
this view, then, and with this view only, she summoned 
firmness enough to speak. 

"Father," she said, ' ; had we not heifer defer our family 
matters, until wo are alone V 

Under ordinary circumstances, Rainwater would not have 
waited for so palpable a hint, for he would have retired on 
the first appearance of anyth::;::' so disagreeable as a misun- 
derslanding between man anil wife. But, an ungovernable 
interest in the lovely girl, who stood trembling at her father's 
knee, caused him to forget his habitual delicacy of feeling, 
and to overlook what might perhaps be termed almost a law 
of society. Instead of moving, therefore, as Mildred had 
both hoped and expected, he remained motionless in his 
seat. Button's mind was too obtuse to comprehend his 
daughter's allusions, i:i the absence of ocular evidence of a 
stranger's presence, and his wrath was too much excited to 
permit him to think much of anything but his own causes 
of indignation. 

" Stand more in front of me, Mildred," he answered, 
angrily. " More before my face, as becomes one who 
don't know her duly to her pare:;!, and needs be taught it." 

"Oh! Dutton," exclaimed the afflicted wife; "do not — 
do not — accuse Mildred of being undutiful I You know not 
what you say — know not her obliga — you cannot know hei 
keart, or you would not use these cruel imputations !" 

" Silence, Mrs. Martha Dutton — my business is not with- 
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you, at present, but with this young bidy, to whom, I hope, 
I may presume to speak a little plainly, as she is my owe 
child. Silence, then, Mrs. Mariha Dutton. If my memory 
is not treacherous, you oneo stood up before God's altar 
with me, and there vow'd to love, honour, and obey. Yes, 
that was the word ; obey, Mrs. Martha Dutton." 

"And what did you promise, at the same lime, Frank?" 
exclaimed the wire, I'roin whose braised spirit this implied 
accusation was tern in an a irony ot"men;.ai sulibring. 

" Nothing but what S have honestly and manfully per- 
formed, j promised to provide for you ; to give you food 
and raiment ; to let you hear my name, and stand before 
the world in the honourable character of honest Frank 
Dutton's wife." 

" Honourable !" murmured the wife, loud enough to be 
heard by both the Admiral and MddrcJ, and yet in a tone 
so smothered, as to elude the obtuse sense of hearing, that 
long excess bad left her husbnad. When this expressive 
word had broken out of her very hear!, however, she suc- 
ceeded in suppressing her voice, and sinking into a chair, 
concealed her face in her bauds, in silence. 

" Mildred, come hither,'' resumed the brutalized parent. 
'' You are my druj^iUor, ;uiri whatever others have promised 
at the altar, and forgotten, a law of nature teaches you to 
obey me. You have two admirer.?, either of whom you 
ought to be glad to secure, !hot;gh there is a "real preference 
be: ween them—" 

"Father!" exeb'.imod lUiklrcd, every deling of her sensi- 
tive nature revelling at i.bis coarse allusion lo a connection, 
and to sentiments, that she was accustomed to view as 
amoiig the most sacred and private of her moral being. 
" Surely, you cannot mean what you say 1" 

" Like mother, like child I Let but disobedience and dis- 
respect get possession of a wife, and they are certain to run 
through a whole family, even though there were a dozen 
children 1 Harkee, Miss Mildred, it is you who don't 
happen to know what you say, while I understand myself 
as well as most parents. Your mother would never acquaint 
you with what I feel it. a duty to put plainly before your 
judgment; and, therefore, T expect you to listen as becomes 
a dutiful and affectionate child. You can secure either of 
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•hese young Wycbccombes, and either of them would be a 
good match for a poor, disgraced, -ailing-master's daughter." 

"Father, I shall sink through the floor, if you say an- 
other word, in this cruel manner !" 

" No, dear ; you 'il neither sink nor swim, unless it be by 
making a bad, or a good choice. Mr. Thomas Wyche- 
comhe is Sir Wvcherh's heir, and must Ik- the next baronet, 
and possessor oi' this estate. Of course he is much the besl 
tiling, and you ought to give him a preference." 

" Dutton, can you, as a lather and a Christian, give such 
heartless counsel to your own child !" exclaimed Mrs. Dut- 
ton, inexpressibly shocked at the want oi' principle, as well 
as at the want of feeling, discovered in her husband's advice. 

" Mrs. Martha Dutton, I can ; and believe the counsel to 
be anything but heartless, too. Do you wish your daughter 
to bo the wife of a miserable s'gmd-sta!ion keeper, when sho 
may become Lady Wydit'comhe, with a little prudent man- 
agement, and the mistress of this capital old house, and 
noble estate V 

" Father — father, 7 ' inlerrupfed Mildred, soothingly, though 
ready to sink with shame at the idea of Admiral liluc water's 
being an auditor of such a eon versa t ion ; " you forget your, 
sel f, and overlook my wishes. There is little probability of 
Mr. Thomas Wyeheeombe's ever thinking of me as a wife — 
or, indeed, of any one else's entertaining sueli thoughts." 

"That will turn out, as you manage matters, Mill y. Mr, 
Thomas Wychecombc does not think oi" you as a wife, 
quite likely, just at this moment : but 'he largest whales are 
taken by means of very small lines, when the last are pro- 
perly handled. This young lieutenant Mould have you to- 
morrow; though a more siliy thing than for you two to 
marry, could not well be hit upon. He is only a lieutenant ; 
and though his name is so good a one, it does not appear 
that lie has any particular right to it." 

"And yet, Dutton, you were only a lieutenant when you 
married, and your name was nothing in 'he way of interest, 
or preferment," observed the mother, anxious to interpose 
some new feeling between her daughter, and the cruel in. 
ference left by the former part of her husband's speech. 
' We then thought all lay bright before us !" 

" And so all would lie to this hour, Mrs. Dnltor, but for 



Hosiec by Google 



133 THE TWO ADMIRALS. 

lhat one silly act of mine. A man with the charges of a 
family on him, little pay, and no fortune, is driven to a 
thousand follies to hide his misery. You do not strengthen 
your case by remindioe: mo of thai, imprudence. But, Mil- 
dred, I do not tell you to cut adrift this young Virginian, for 
he may be of use in more ways than one. In the first place, 
you can play him oif against Mr. Thomas Wychecombo; 
and, in the second place, ;i lieutenant is likely, one day, to 
be a captain ; and the wife of a captain in His Majesty's 
navy, is no disreputable berth. I advise you, girl, to use 
this youngster us a bail to catch i lie heir with ; and, failing 
a good bite, to take up with the lad himself." 

This was said dogmatically, and with a coarseness of 
manner that fully corresponded with the looseness of the 
principles, and the utter want of delicacy of feeling that 
alone could prompt such advice. Mrs. Button fairly 
groaned, as she listened to her husband, for never before 
had he so completely thrown aside the thin mask of decency 
that he ordinarily wore; but Mildred, unable to control thu 
burst of wild emotion that came over her, broke away from 
the place she occupied at her father's knee, and, as if blindly 
seeking protection in any asylum that she fancied safe, 
found herself sobbing, as if her heart would break, in Admi- 
ral Blue water's arms. 

Button followed the ungovernable, impulsive movement, 
with his eye, and for the first time he became aware in 
whose presence he had been exposing his native baseness. 
Wine had not so far the mastery of film, as to blind him to 
all the consequences, though it did stimulate him to a point 
that enabled him to face the momentary mortification of his 
situation. 

"I beg a thousand pardons, sir," he said, rising, and 
bowing low to his superior ; " I was totally ignorant that 1 
had the honour to he in the company of Admiral Eluewater 
— Admiral Blue, I find Jack calls you, sir ; ha-ha-ha — a fa- 
miliarity which is a true sign of love and respect. I never 
knew n captain, or a flag-officer, that got a. regular, expres- 
sive ship's name, that he wasn't the delight of the whole 
service. Yes, sir : .1. iind the people rail Sir Gervaisc, Little 
Jarvy, mii:1 yomsH!'. .Admiral Blue — 1 h-ha-ha— an infallible 
sign of merit in the superior, and of love in the men." 
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"I ought to apologize, Mr. Dutton, for making one, so 
unexpectedly to myself, in a family council," returned the 
rear-admiral. " As for the men, they am no great philoso- 
phers, though tolui'iihli 1 judges of wben they are well com- 
manded, and well treated. — Liu!, (he hour is lafe, and it was 
my intention to sloop in my own ship, to-night. The coach 
of Sir Wycherly has been ordered to carry me to the land- 
ing, and I hope to have your permission io see these ladies 

The answer of Iloi'ois u;<s given with perfect self-posses- 
sion, and in a manner to show that he knew how to exer- 
cise the courtesies of life, or to receive them, when in the 
humour. 

" It is an honour, sir, they will not think of declining, if 
my wishes are consulted, " he said. " Come, Milly, foolish 
girl, dry your tears, and smile on Admiral Bine water, for 
his condescension. Young women, sir, hardly know how 
to take a joke ; and our ship's humours are sometimes a 
J it tie strong for them. I tell my dear wife, sometimes — 
* wife,' I say, 'Mis Majesty can't have stout-hearted and 
stout-handed seamen, and the women poets and die-away 
swains. a:id all in the same is. dividual,' says I. Mrs. Dutton 
understands me, sir; and so does little Milly; who is an 
excellent girl in the main ; tho-fah a little addicted to using 
Ihe eye-pumps, as we have it aboard ship, sir." 

"A.tkI, now, Mr. Dutton, it being understood that I am 
to see the ladies home, will you do me the favour to inquire 
after the condition of Sir Wycherly. One would not wish 
to quit his hospitable roof, in uncertainly as to li.s actual 
situation." 

Dutton was duly sensible of an awkwardness in the 
presence of his superior, and hi; finely profited by this com- 
mission to quit the worn ; w.-dking more steadily than if he 
had not been drinking. 

All this lime, Mildred hung on Admiral Bluewater's shoul- 
der, weeping, and unwilling to quit a place that seemed to 
her, in her fea rful agitation, a sort of sanctuary. 

"Mrs. Dutton," said Rluewater, first kissing the cheek of 
his lovely burthen, in a manner so parental, that the most 
sensitive delicacy cou'd not have taken the alarm ; " you 
12 
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will succeed better than myself, in quieting the feelings of 
this little trembler. I need hardly say ihat if I have acci- 
dentally overheard more than 1 o:;«ht. if. i : ; us much a secrel 
with me, as it would be with your own brother. The 
characters of all cannot he atiocted by the mistaken and 
excited calculations of one ; and this occasion has served to 
make me belter acquainted with you, and your admirably 
daughter", than I might otherwise have been, by means of 
years of ordinary intercourse." 

" Oh ! Admiral Bluewater, do not judge him too harshly ! 
He has been too long at that fata.! table, which I fear has 
destroyed poor dear Sir Wyeherly. and knesv not what he 
said. Never before have I seen him in such a fearful 
humour, or in the least disposed to trifle, with, or to wound the 
Iceiings of this sweet child 1" 

" Her extreme agitation is a proof of (his, my good 
madam, and shows all you can wish to say. View me as 
your sincere friend, and [dace every reliance on my disere- 

The wounded mother listened with gratitude, and Mildred 
withdrew from her extraordinary situation, wondering by 
what species of infatuation she co'tld have been M to 
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And with thy Wps keep in 
Thou lov'st uic nut; !i>r, broil, cr, ii'thnn didst, 
Thy l:;i|-;i « i,u!ii \i:i:Ni l.l'.is culd ■ ■ . . - 1 l 1 i : - ± : c : ( 5 !.■]:« .ij 
'i'lm.1. !;-ii«:s 1 1 1 v [];).-, iit;J \vi;l not lei. tin; s[>Uii.!i. 
('iin!'- - . i l i j . J-. l . , M.-:. j l.-ii'i.e, or 1 am dead." 

Kiko HxNity VI. 

Sir Wychekly had iie:i.i!;l!y been seized with a fit of 
itpoplexy. It was ih-e llfs* serious disease lie had experienced 
;si a long life of health and prosperity ; and the sight of 
their condescending, good-humoured, and indulgent master] 
in a plight so miserable, had a surprising effect on the 
heated brains of ail the household. Mr. Rolherbam, a good 
three-bottle man, on emergency, had learned to bleed, and 
fortunately the vein he struck, as his patient still lay on tha 
floor, where he had fallen, sent out a stream that had the 
effect not only to restore the baronet to life, but, in a great 
measure, to consciousness. Sir Wycherly was not a hard 
drinker, like Duttoa ; but he was a fair drinker, like Mr. 
Rothcrham, and most of the beneficed clergy of that day. 
Want of exercise, as he "row older, had as much influence 
in producing this fit.la.clt as. excess of wine; and there were, 
already, strong hopes of his surviving it, aided as he was, 
by a good constitution. The apothecary had reached the 
Hall, within five minutes after the attack, having luckily 
been prescribing io the gardener; and the physician and 
surgeon of the family were both expected in the course of 
the morning. 

Sir Gervaise Oakes had been acquainted with the state 
of his host, by his own valet, as soon as it was known in 
the servants'-hall, and being a man of action, he did not 
hesitate to proceed at once to fhe chamber of the sick, to 
oifer his own aid, in the absence of that which might be 
better. At the" door of" the chamber, he met Alwood, who 
had been summoned from his pen, and they entered together 
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the vice-admiral fce'.iiiL' for n lancet in his pockel, fur he, 
:oo, had acquired the art of the blood-letter. They now 
learned the actual state of things. 

"Where is Bluewatcr V demanded Sir Gcrvaisc, after 
regarding his host a moment with commiseration and con- 
cero. " I hope lie hns not vet left the house." 

"Ho is still here, S : r Gervaise, but I should think on the 
point of quitting us. I heard him say, that, notwithstand- 
ing all Sir Wyeherb's kiticl plans fo detain him, he intended 
to sleep in his own ship." 

" That I 've never doubted, though I 'vc affected to be- 
lieve otherwise. Go to him, Atwotxi, and say I heg he will 
pull within hail of the Plautagcnet, us hi' trues off, and desire 
Mr. Magrath to come ashore, as soon us possible. There 
shall he a conveyance at the landing to bring him here; 
and he may order his own surgeon to come also, if it be 
agreeable to himself." 

With these instructions the secretary left the room ; while 
Sir Gervaise turned to Tom Wyehecomhe, and said a few 
of the words customary on such melancholy occasions. 

" I think there is hopej sir," ho added, " yes sir, I think 
there is hope ; though your honoured relative is no longer 
young — still, this early blooding has been a great thing; 
and if we can gain a hide lieie (or poor Sir Wycheriy, our 
efforts will not be thrown away. Sudden death is awful, 
sir, and few of us are prepared for it, either in mind, or 
affairs. We sailors have to hold our lives iu our hands, it 
is true, but then it. is for king and country ; and we hope for 
mercy on all who fall in the discharge of their duties. Fof 
my part, I am never unprovided wi:.h a will, and that dis'- 
poses of all the interests of this world, while I humbly trust 
in the Great Mediator, for the hereafter. I hope Sir Wy- 
cheriy is equally provident as to his worldly affairs?" 

"No doubt my near uncle, could wish to leave certain 
trifling memorials behind him to a few of his intimates," 
returned Tom, with a dejected coankiianeo ; "but he has 
not been without a. will, I believe, lor sonic time ; and I pre- 
sume you will agree with me in thinking he is not in a con- 
dition to make one, now, were he unprovided in that way V 

" Perhaps not exactly at this moment, though a rally 
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might afford an opportunity. The estate is entailed, I think 
Mr. Dutton told me, at dinner." 

" It is, Sir Gervaise, and I am the unworthy individual 

who is to profit by it. according to IJ'jc common notions of 
men, though Heaven knows I shall consider it anything hut 
a gain ; still, I am the unworthy individual who is to he 
benefited by my uncle's dealh." 

" Your father was the baronet's nest brother 1" observed 
Sir Gervaise, casually, a shade of distrust passing athwart 
his mind, though coining from what source, or directed to 
what point, he was himself totally unabie to say. "Mr. 
Bacon Wychecomhe, I believe, was your parent V 

" He was, Sir Gervaise, and a most tender and indulgent 
father, I ever found him. He left me his earnings, some 
seven hundred a year, and I am sure the death of Sir Wy- 
cherly is as iar from my necessities, as it is from my 
wishes." 

" Of course you wi'l succeed to the baronetcy, as well as 
to the estate V mechanically asked fc'ir Gervaise, led on by 
the supererogatory express ions of Tom, himself, rather than 
by a vulgar cariosity, to ask questions that, under other cir- 
c;;ms'.ances, he might have thought improper. 

"Of course, sir. My lather was the only surviving bro- 
ther of Sir Wychorly ; the only one who ever married ; and 
I am his eldest child. Since this melancholy event has 
occurred, it is quhe iortunaio ihst 1 lately obtained this cer- 
tificate of the mnrn.ige oi'voy parent." — is it not, sir?" 

Here Tom drew from his pocket a soiled piece ef paper, 
which professed to boa eerlilieale or" the marriage of Thomas 
Wychecomhe, barrister, whh Mar:iia. Dodd, spinster, &e. 
&c. The document was duly signed by the rector of a 
parish church in Wosimiuslcr, and bore a date sufficiently 
old to establish the legitimacy of the person who held it. 
This extraordinary precaution produced the very natural 
effect of increasing the distrust of the viec-admirai, and, in 
a slight degree, of giving it a direction. 

"You go well armed, sir," observed Sir Gervaise, drily. 
" Is it your intention, when you succeed, to carry the patent 
of the baronetcy, and the ti'ie-dccds, in your pocket?" 

"All! I perceive my having this document strikes you 
us odd, Sir Gervaise, but it can be easily explained. There 
12* 
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was a wide difference in rank between rny parents, and 
some ill-disposed persons have press i mod so far to reflect on 
the character of my mother, as to assert she was not married 
at all." 

" In which case^ sir, you would do well to cut off" half-a- 
dozen of their oars." 

" The law is not to be appeased in that way, Sir Gervaise. 
My dear parent used to inculcate on me the necessity of 
doing everything according la law; and I endeavour to 
remember his precepts. He avowed his marriage on his 
death-bed, made all due atonement to my respected and in- 
jured mother, and informed me in whose hands I should 
find this very certificate ; I only obtained it this morning, 
which fact will account lor its being in my pocket, at this 
melancholy and unexpected crisis, in my beloved uncle's 
constitution." 

The latter part of Tom's declaration was true enough ; 
for, after having made all the necessary inquiries, and ob- 
lained the hand-writing of a clergyman who was long s.ince 
dead, he had actually forged the cert.i iiea'e that day, on a 
piece of soiled paper, that bore the wnler-mark of 1720. 
His language, however, --on! ributed to alienate the confidence 
of his listener ; Sir Gervaise being a man who was so much 
accustomed to directness and lair-dealing, himself, as to feel 
disgust at anything that had the semblance of cant or hy- 
pocrisy. Nevertheless, be had Ins own motives for pursuing 
the subject ; the presence of neither at the bed-side of the 
sufferer, being just then necessary. 

"And this Mr. Wycheriy YV'ycliecombe," he said ; "he 
who has so much (listing^slied himself «]' late; your uncle's 
namesake;— is it true that he is net allied to your family?" 

"Not in the least, Sir Gervaise." answered Tom, with 
fine of his sinister smiles. " He is only a Virginian, you 
know, sir, and cannot well belong to us. I have heard my 
'.mcle say, often, that the young geetleman must be de- 
scended from an old servant, of bis lather's, who was trans- 
ported for stealing silver out of a shop on Ludgatc Hill, and 
who was aires! cd for passing himself o'.Y, as one of the 
Wychecombe family. They tell me, Sir Gervaise, that the 
colonies are pretty much made of peisons descended from 
th-J. sort of ancestors 1" 
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" T cannot say that I have found it so ; though, when I 
commanded a frigate, i served several years on the North 
American station. The larger portion of the Americans, 
like much the larger portion of the English, are humble 
labourers, established in a mmote colony, where civilization 
J3 not far advanced, wants arc many, an:.] means lew; but, 
in the way of character, [ am not certain they are not quite 
on a level with those they left behind them ; and, as to the 
gentry of the colonies, I have seen many men of the best 
blood of the mother country among them; — younger sons, 
and their descendants, as a matter of course, but of an 
honourable :eal ivs:vcied ancestry." 

"Well, sir, tin.-; surprises me; and it is not the general 
opinion, I am persuaded ! Certainly, it is not the fact as 
respects this gout Ion inn — siraoger, I might call him, foi 
stranger he is at Wyobeeomhe — who has not the least right 
to pretend to belong to U3." 

" Did you ever know him to lay claim to that honour. 

" Not directly, Sir Gcrvaiso ; though I am told he has 
made many hints to that eilect, since he landed here to be 
cured of his wound. If. would have been tester had he pre- 
sented his rights to the landlord, than to present them lo the 
tenants, I think you wiil allow, as a man of honour, your- 
self, Sir Gervaise?" 

"1 can approve of nothing clandestine in matters that 
require open and (air dealing. Mr. Thomas Wychecombe. 
But I ought to apologize for thus dwelling on your family 
affairs, which concern mo only as I (eel an Interest in the 
wishes and happiness of my new acquaintance, my excellent 

" Sir Wycherly has property in the funds that is not en- 
tailed — quite £ Until a year, beyond the estates — and I know 
he has left a will," continued Tom; who, with the short- 
sightedness of a rogue, flat.tr rod himself with having made a 
favourable impression on his companion, and who was de- 
sirous of making him useful to himself, in an emergency 
that he felt satisfied must terminate in the speedy death of 
his uncle. "Yes, a good £1000 a year, in the fives; 
money saved from his rents, in a long life. This will pro- 
bablyhas some provision in faviurof my younger brothers; 



Hosiec by Google 



140 THE TWO ADMIRALS. 

Hnd perhaps of lliis riamesabe of his," — Tom was well aware 
that it devised evorv shilling, rsp.! and personal, to himself* 
— " for a kinder hum does not exist on earth. In fact, this 
will my uncle put in my possession, as heir at law, feeling 
it due to my pretensions, I suppose ; but I have never pre- 
sumed to look into it." 

Here was another instance of excessive finesse, in which 
Tom awakened suspicion hy his very efforts to allay it. It 
seemed highly improbable lo Sir Gervaise, that a man like 
the nephew could long possess his uncle's will, and feel no 
desire to ascertain ils contents. The language of the young 
man was on indirect lulmissioii; thai he might have examined 
the will if he would ; mid the admiral felt disposed to sus- 
pect that what he might thus readily have done, ho actually 
had done. The dialogue, however, term in a ted here ; Dut- 
ton, just at that moment, entering the room on the errand on 
which he had been sent by Admiral Bluewaler, and Tom 
joining his old accpiainlanee, as soon as the latter made hia 
appearance. Sir Gervaise Onkes was too much concerned 
for the condition of his host, and had too many cares of hia 
own, to think deeply or long on what bad just passed between 
himself and Tom VVychceombe. (lad they separated that 
night, what had been said, and the unfavourable impressions 
it had made, would have been soon forgotten; but circum- 
stances subsequently conspired to recall (he whole to his 
mind, of which the consequences will be related in the course 
of our narrative. 

Dutton appeared to be a little shocked, as ho gazed upon 
the pallid features of Kir Wyc.herly, and he was not sorry 
when Tom led him aside, and began to speak confidentially 
of the future, and of (lie probable speedy death of his uncle. 
Had there been one present, gifted with ; be power of reading 
the thoughts and motives of men, a deep disgust of human 
frailties must have come over him, as these two impure 
spirits betrayed to him their cupidity and cunning. Out- 
wardly, they were friends moarning over a mutual probable 
loss; while inwardly, Ditlfon was endeavouring to obtain 
such a hold of his eemeanion's confidence, as might pave 
the way to his own future preferment to the high and un- 
hoped-for station of a rich baronet's tat her- in- law ; while 
Tom thought only of so far mystifying the master, aa to 
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make use of him, on an emergency, as; a witness to establish 
his own claims. The man nor in which he endeavoured to 
effect his object, ho v.- ever, must be left to the imagination of 
the reader, as we have maKers of greater moment to record 
a) (his parlicidnr juncture. 

From the time Sir Wycherly was laid on his bed, Mr. 
Eotherham had boon seated at the sick man's side, watching 
the course of his attack, and ready to interpret any cf the 
patient's feebly- a ud indistinctly expressed wishes. We say- 
indistinctly, because the baronet's speech was slightly af- 
fected with that species of paralysis which reduces the 
faculty to the state (bit is vulgarly called thiclt-tongued. 
Although a threo-bottio man, Mr. Eotherham was far from 
being without his devout leclin^s. on occasions, discharging 
all the clerical functions wiih as much unction as the habits 
of the country, and the opinions of the day, ordinarily ex- 
acted of divines. He had even volunteered to read the 
prayers for the sick, as soon as he: perceived that the patient's 
recollection had returned ; hut this kind offer had been de- 
clined by Sir Wycherly, under the clearer views of fitness, 
that the near approach of dead] is apt to give, and which 
»iews left a certain consciousness flint the party assembled 
was not in the best possible condition for that sacred offiee. 
Sir Wycherly revived so much, at last, as to look about 
him with increasing consciousness ; and, at length, his eyes 
passed slowly over the room, scanning each person singly, 
and with marked deliberation. 

" I know you all — now,'' said the kiad-hcarted baronet, 
though always speaking thick, and with a little difficulty; 
"am sorry to give — much trouble. I have — little time 
to spare." 

" I hope not, Sir Wycherly," put in the vicar, In a con- 
solatory manner ; " you have bad a sharp attack, but then 
there is a good consikudon to withstand it." 

"My time — short — feel it here," rejoined the patient, 
pas-ii:.'.; Ids hand over his forehead. 

" Note that, Button," whispered Tom Wycherly. " My 

E30V uncle intimates himsoldhat his mind is a little shaken. 
Inder such circumstances, it would be- cruel to let him injure 
himself with business." 
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" IL cannot be done legally, Mr. Thomas— I should think 
Admiral Ua:if* would nitenero to prevent it." 

" Rotherham," continued the patient, " I will— settle with 
with — world ;— thru, give — lliouj^hts — to God. Have we — 
guests— the house'' — Men of family— character 7" 

"Certainly, Sir Wycherly ; Admiral Oakes is in the 
room, even; and Admiral liluewater, is, I believe, still in 
the house. You invited both to pass tin: night with yon." 

"I remember it — now; my mind — still — confused," — 
here Tom Yiyebecombc again nudged the master — : ' Sir 
Gervaise Oakes — an Admiral — undent baronet — man of" 
high honour, Admiral Bluewater, too — relative — Lord 
Bluewater ; gentleman — universal esteem. You, too, Ro- 
therham ; wish my poor brother James — St. James, — used to 
call him — had been living ; — you — good neighbour — Ilo- 
therham." 

"Can I do anything to prove it, my dear Sir VY'vcliedy ': 
Nothing would make me happier than to know, and to 
comply with, all your wishes, at a moment so important !" 

" Let all quit room — but yourself — head ieels worse — 
I cannot delay — " 

" 'T is cruel to distress my beloved uncle with business, 
or conversation, in his present state," interposed Tom 
Wychecombe, with emphasis, and, in a slight degree, with 
authority. 

All not only felt the truth of this, but all felt that the 
speaker, by his consanguinity, had a clear right to interfere, 
in the manner he had. Still Sir Gervaise (lakes had great 
reluctance in yielding ro this remonstrance; for, to ihe dis- 
trust he had imbibed of Tom Wycboeoiiibe, was added an 
impression that his host wished to reveal something of inte- 
rest, in connection with his new favourite, the lieutenant. 
He felt compelled, notwithstanding, to defer to the acknow- 
ledged nephew's bet!er claims, and he refrained from inter- 
fering. Fortunately, Sir Wycherly was yet in a state to 
enforce his own wishes. 

" Let ail quit — room," he repeated, in a voice that was 
startling by its unexpected firmness, and equally unexpected 
distinctness. " All but Sir ('ei'viuse Oakes — Admiral Blue- 
water— Mr. Rotherham. Gentlemen — favour to remain — 
rest detain." 
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Accustomed In obey their ma dor's orders, more especially 
when given in a lone so decided, ike domestics quitted the 
room, accompanied by Duiion ; but Tom Wychccombe saw 
fit to remain, as if his presence were to be a matter of 

" Do me — fevour — withdraw, — Mr. Wychecombe," 
resumed the baroin.'i, after fixing his gaze on his nephew 
for some time, as if expecting him to retire without this 
request. 

" My beloved uncle, it is I — Thomas, your own brother's 
son — your next of kin — wailing anxiously by your respected 
bed-side. Do not — ■ do not — confound me with strangers, 
tiuc.h a Ibrgelfulncss would bi'eak my heart!" 

"Forgive me, nephew — hut I wish — alone with these 
gentle— —head — geliim:— eon fused — " 

" You see how il. is, Kir Gervaise Oakes — you see how it 
is, Mr. Rotherham. Ah ! there goes the Coach that is to 
take Admiral Bkiewaler to his boat. My uncle wished for 
three witnesses to something, and i can remain as one of 
the three." 

"Is it your pleasure, Hir Wyclierly, to wish to see us 
alone?" asked Sir Gervaise, in a manner that showed 
authority would be exercised to enforce his request, should 
the uncle still desire the; absence of his nephew. 

A sign from the sick man indicated the affirmative, and 
that in a manner too decided to admit of mistake. 

" You perceive, Mr. Wye hoco tube, what are your uncle's 
wishes," observed Sir Gervaise, very m-.K.'h in the way that 
a well-bred superior intimates to an uiienor the compliance 
he expects ; " .{ trust his desire will not he disregarded, at a 
moment like this." 

" I am Sir VVycherly Wyeheeombe's next of kin," said 
Tom, in a sliglilly linllying tone; "and no one has the 
same right as a relative, and, I may say, his heir, to ho at 
his bed -side." 

" That depends on the pleasure of Sir Wyclierly Wyche- 
come himself, sir. He is master here ; and, having done 
me the honour to invite me under his roof as a guest, and, 
'now, having requested to see me alone, with others he has 
expressly named — one of whom you art; not — I shall con- 
ceive it my duty to see his wishes obeyed." 
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Tills was said in tJic firm, quiet way, that the habit of 
command had imparted to H:v Gcrvaise's manner ; and Tom 
began lo sec it might br.: dangerous to resist. It, was im- 
portant, too, that or.fi of the vice-admiral's character and 
station should have naught to say against him, in the event 
of any future controversy; and, making a lew professions 
of respect, and of his desire to ;)leasc Lis uncle, Tom quitted 
the room. 

A gleam of satisfaction shot over the sick man's coun- 
tenance, as his nephew disappeared ; and then his eye turned 
slowly towards (he faces of those who remained. 

" Blue water," lie said, the thickness of his speech, and 
the general difficislly of utterance, seeming to increase; " the 
rear-admiral — I want all- — respectable — witnesses in the 
house." 

" My friend has left us, I understand," returned Sir Ger- 
vaise, " insisting on his habit of never sleeping out of his 
ship ; but Atwood must soon be back ; I hope he will 

A sign of assent was given; and, then, there was the 
pause of a minute, or two, ere the secretary made his ap 
pearance. As soon, however, as he had returned, the three 
collected around the baronet's bed, not without some of the 
weakness which men arc supposed to have inherited from 
their common mother Eve, in connection with the motive 
for this singular proceeding of the baronet. 

" Sir Gervaise — Rotherliam — Mr. Atwood," slowly re- 
peated the patient, his eve pacing from the face of one to 
that of another, as he uttered the name of each ; "three 
witnesses— that will do — Thomas said — must have three — 
three good names." 

" What can we do to serve you, Kir Wyc.lio.rly V inquired 
the admiral, with real interest. "You have only to name 
your requests, to have them lii.il Midi v a! tended to." 

"Old Sir Michael Wycheoombe, Kf.— two wives — Mar- 
gery and .loan. Two wives — two sons — half-blood — Tho- 
mas, .inmes, Charles, and Gregory, icholt — Sir Reginald 
Wychecome, half. Understand — hope — gentlemen ?" 

" This is not being very clear, cerlainly," whispered Sir 
Gervaise; "but, perhaps by getting hold of the other end 
of the rope, we may under-run it, as we sailors say, and 
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wrnie at the meaning — we will let tho poor man proceed 
therefore. Quite plain, my dear sir, and what have you 
next to le!l us. You left oli', will) Pitying only half about 
Sir Reginald." 

" Half-blood ; only half—Tom and the rest, whole. Sir 
Roy-inn! d, li:> nvlliiis — young Tiim, a. nullius." 

" A nullius, Mr. Rolherham I You understand Latin, 
sir; what can a nullius, moan'! No such rope in the ship, 
hey ! At wood V 

" Nullius, or nullius, as it ought sometimes to be pro- 
nounced. in die gonilivo cast!, singular, of the pronoun wuf- 
lus ; mdlus, nulla, milium; which moans, ' no man,' 'no 
woman,' ' no thing.' Nvllius means, 'of no man,' 'of no 
woman,' ' of no thing.' " 

The vicar gave Lin-; exp'aualion, much in the way a peda- 
gogue would have explained the matter to a class. 

"Ay-ay — any scbeo!-boy could have told that, which is 
the first form learning. But what the devil can ' Norn. 
tiullus, nulla., nvlh.-m; Gen, nullius, nullius, nullius,'' have 
to do with Mr. Thomas Wychoeombo, tho nephew and heir 
of the p5'csent baronet V 

"That is more than I can inform you, Sir Gervaise," 
answered the vicar, stiffly ; " but, for the Latin, I will take 
upon myself to answer, that it. is good." 

Sir Gervaise was too well-hred to laugh, but he found it 
dillienlt ro suppress a smile. 

" Well, Sir YV'ycherly," resumed tho vice-admiral, "this 
is quite plain- — Si.' Reginald is only half, while your nephew 
Tom, and the rest, are whole — Maracry ami Joan, and all 
that. Anything more to toil us, my dear sir?" 

"Tom not whole — mdlvs, I wish to say. Sir Reginald 
half— no nullus." 

" This is like being at son a week, without getting a sight 
of tho sim I I am all adrift, now, gentlemen." 

" Sir Wychcrly decs no" attend 10 his cases," put in At- 
wood, drily. " At one time, lie Is in tho genitive, and then 
he gets back to the nom ; .n.a!.Lre : which is leaving us in the 
vocative." 

" Come — come — Atwood, none of your gun-room wit, on 
an occasion so solemn as this. My dear Sir Wycherly, 
huve you anything more to tell us 1 I believe we perfectly 
13 
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understand you, now. Tom is not w'/iole—yoa wish lo say 
imlhis, a.nd not to i:iy nidih/s. Sir Reginald is only /.'.'*{/'', 
but he is no nullvs." 

"Yes, sir — that is it," returned the old man, smiling. 
" Half, hut no nullvs. Change my mind — seen too much 
of the other, lately — Tom, iny nephew — want, to make him 
my heir." 

" Tin's is getting clearer, out of all question. You wish 
to make your nephew, Tom, your heir. But the law does 
that already, does it not, my dear sir? Mr. Baron Wyche- 
combe was the ne.xi brother of the baronet; was he not, Mr. 
Rotherham 1" 

"So I have always understood, sir ; and Mr. Thomas 
Wycbecombe must be the heir at law." 

"No— -no — nullvs — nvllus" repeated Sir Wycherly, 
with so much eagerness as to ma.lie his voice nearly indis- 
tinct; "Sir Reginald — Sir Reginald — Sir Reginald." 

" And pray, Mr. K other ham, who niiiy this Sir Reginald 
be? Some old baronet ol' the. family, I presume." 

"Not at all, sir; it is Sir Reginald Wychecombe of 
Wydiecombo-Regis, Herts ; a baronet of Queen Anne's 
time, and n descendant from a cadet of this family, 1 am 
told." 

"This is getting on soundings — I bad taken it into my 
head this Sir Reginald was some old fellow of the reign of 
one of the Plantagenots. Well, Sir Wycbevly, do you wish 
us to send an express into Hertfordshire, in quest of Sir 
Reginald Wychecombe, who is quite likely your executor? 
Do not give yourself the ;>;dr; io speak ; a. sign will answer." 

Sir Wycherly seemed struck with the suggestion, which, 
the reader will readily un dot's' and, was far from being his 
real meaning; and then he smiled, and nodded his head in 
app rotation. 

Sir Gervaise, with the promptitude of a man of business, 
turned to the table where the vicar had written notes to the 
medical men, and dictated a short letter to his secretary. 
This, letter he signed, and in five minutes At wood Jell the 
room, to order it to be im;:r dhdely Ibnvjirded by express. 
When this was done, the admiral rubbed bis hands, in satis- 
faction, like a man who felt lie bad got himself cleverly out 
of a knotty difficulty. 
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" I don't see, after all, Mr. Ro'lierham." lie observed to 
the vicar, as they stood togei.he r, in a corner of the room, 
waiting the return of the secretary ; " what he lugged in 
that school. boy Latin for — nullum, nulla, nullum ! Can you 
possibly explain that V 

" Not unless it was Sir Wycherly 's desire to say, that 
Sir Reginald, being cj .scoutled from ;l younger son, was no- 
body — as yet, had no woman — and I believe he is noi 
married — and was poor, or had ' no thing.' " 

" And is Sir Wycherly such a desperate scholar, that he 
would express himself in ibis hieroglyphical manner, on 
what I fear wili prove to bo bis death-bed." 

"Why, Sir Gervaise, Sir Wycherly was educated like 
all other young' gentlemen, bi.it lias ibrgoiten most of his 
classics, in the course of a long life of ease and affluence. 
Is it not probable, now, that his recollection has returned to 
him suddenly, in I'onsequcnce of this affectioti of the head ? 
I think I have read of some curious instances of these re- 
viving memories, on a death-bud, or after a fit of sickness." 

" Ay, that you may have done !" exidaimed Sir Gerv.aise, 
smiling ; " and poor, good Sir Wyeherly, must have begun 
afresh, at the very place where he left off. But here is 
Atwood, again." 

After a short consultation, the three chosen witnesses 
returned to the bed-side, the; admiral being spokesman. 

" The express will be off in ten minute*, Sir Wycherly," 
ho said ; " and you may hope to see your relative, in the 
course of the next two or three days." 

'• Too late— too late," murmured the patient, who had an 
inward consciousness of his true situation ; " too late — turn 
the will round — Sir ilegmald, Tom ; — Tom— Sir Reginald. 
Turn the will round." 

" Turn the will round '—Ibis is very explicit, gentlemen, 
to those who can understand i*. Sir iieginald, Tom ; — Tom, 
Sir Reginald. At all events, it is clear that his mind is 
dwelling on the disposition of his property, since he speaks 
of wills. Atwood, make a note of these words, that there 
need be no mistake. I wonder he has said nothing of our 
brave young lieutenant, his namesake. There can be no 
harm, Mr. Rotherhmn, in just mentioning that fine fellow 
to him, in a moment like this ?" 
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" 1 see none, sir. It is our duty to remind the sick of 
(ft or duties. " 

" Do you not wis!i to sec your young namesake, Lieutenant 
Wyckerly Wye Irm.hu bo, Sir Wycheirly V asked the admi- 
ral; sufficiently emphasiziuL' llio Christian name. "He 
must be in the house, and I dare say would be happy to 
obey your wishes." 

" I hope he is well, sir— fine young gentleman — honour 
fo the name, sir." 
■ " Quite true, Sir Wyciierly ; and tin honour to the nation, 

" Didn't know Virginia was a nation — so much the better 
— fine young Virginian, sir." 

"Of yam: family, no do^bl, Sir Wyeherly, as well as of 
your name," added Ik; admiral, win* secretly suspected the 
young sailor of being a son of the baronet, notwithstanding 
all he had heard to the contrary. "An exceedingly fine 
young man, and an honour to any house In England !" 

" I suppose they have houses in Virginia — had climate ; 
houses necessary. No relative, sir ;— probably a nullus. 
Many Wyebecombe::, miUitxus. Tom, a nullus — this young 
gentleman, a nullus — W'ychei-ombe;; of Surrey, all mrlluses 
— Sir Reginald, no null us; but a half — Thomas, Tames, 
Charles, and Gregory, ail whole. My broker, Duron W'yehe. 
combe, told me — beibre he died." 

" Whole what, Sir Wyeherly V asked the admiral, a little 
vexed at the obscurity of the other's language. 

"Blood — whole blood, sir. Capital law, Sir Gervaisej 
had it iVom the baron — i'iivt hand." 

Now, one of the peculiarities of Knglnnd is, that, in the 
division of labour, few know anything muleria! about, the. 
law, except the professional men. Even their knowledge is 
divided and sub-divided, in a way that makes a very fair 
division of profit. Thus the conveyancer is not a barrister; 
the barrister is not an attorney ; and the chancery practi- 
tioner would be an. unsafe adviser for one of the purely 
law courts. That particular provision of the common law, 
which Baron Wychecombe had meutionod to his brother, as 
the rule of the half-blood, has been set aside, or modified, 
by statute, within the last ten years ; but few English lay- 
men would beat all likely to know of such a law of descent, 
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even when it existed : for while it did violence to every 
natural sentiment of right, it lay hidden in Iho secrets of the 
profession. Were a ca-c stated to a lliousand intelligent 
Englishmen, who had not read law, in which it was laid 
down that brothers, by dliiercni mo'iiei':;, though equally 
sons of the founder of the estate, could not take from each 
other, unless by devise or entail, the probability is that quite 
nine in ten would deny the existence of any rule so ab- 
surd ; and this, too, under the infli.ienee ol feelings that were 
creditable to their sense of natural justice. Nevertheless, 
such was one of the important pro visions of the "perfection 
of reason," until the recent reforms in English law; and it 
has struck us as surprising, that an ingenious writer of 
fiction, who has recaily charmed his readers with a tale, 
the interest of which turns principally on ihc vicissitudes of 
practice, did not boil jink hi;n of this peculiar feature of his 
country's laws ; inasmuch as it would have supplied mystery 
sufficient for a dozen ordinary romances, and improbabili- 
ties enough for a hundred. That Sir Gcrvaise and his 
companions should be ignorant of the "law of the half- 
Wood," is, consequently, very much a maltcr of course ; and 
no one ought to be surprise J that the worthy baronet's re- 
peated allusions to the " whole." end the " half," were abso- 
lutely enigmas, which neither had the knowledge necessary 
to explain. 

" What can the poor fellow moan ?' : demanded the admi- 
ral, more concerned than he remembered ever before to 
have been, on any similar occasion. " One could wish to 
serve him as much as possible, but all this about ' nullus' 
and ' whole blood,' and ' hail',' is so much gibberish to me — 
can you make anything of it. — hey ! Atwood V 

"Upon my word, Sir Grrvaise, it seems a matter for a 
judge, rather than for man-ol-warVmen, like ourselves." 

" It certainly can have no connection with this rising of 
the Jacobites? That is on affair likely to trouble a loyal 
snbjee 1 , in his last moments, Mr, Rolherham!" 

" Sir Wycherly's habits and age forbid the idea that he 
knows more of that, sir, than is known to us all. His re- 
quest, however, to ' turn the will round,' t conceive to be 
nltoyerhei- explicit. Several capita! ireatises have appeared 
lately on the ' human will,' and I regret to say, my honoured 
13* 
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friend and patron bus not always boon quite as orthodox on 
that point, as I could wish. I, therefore, consider his words 
,in evidence of Li hearty repentance." 

Sir Gervaise looked about him, as was his habil when 
any droll idea crossed his mind ; but again suppressing the 
inclination to smile, bo answered with suitable gravity— 

" I understand you, sir ; you think all those inexpli- 
cable terms ore eonnected with Sic' Wycherly's religious 
feelings. You may certainly be right, for it exceeds my 
knowledge to coimed tbom with anything else. I wish, 
notwithstanding, ho bud not disowutxl (his noble young lieu- 
tenant of ours ! Is it quite certain, the young man is a 
Virginian J" 

"So J have always understood it, sir. He has never 
heen known in this part of England, until he was landed 
from a frigate in I he roads, to bo cured of a serious wound. 
I think none of Sir Wydiorly's allusions have the least 
rofji'onoo to kirn." 

Sir Gervaise On lies now joined his hands behind his back, 
and walked several times, quurfer-deek fashion, to and fro, 
in the room. At each turn, bis eyes glanced towards the 
bed, and he ever found (he gnv.e of the sick man anxiously 
fastened on himself. This satisfied him that religion had 
nothing to do with his host's manifest desire to make him- 
self understood ; and his own trouble was greatly increased. 
It seemed to him, as if a dying man was making incessant 
appeals to his aid, without its boing in bis power to afford 
it. It was not possible lor :i generous man, like Sir Ger- 
vaise, to submit to such a feeling without an effort; and he 
soon went to (he side of the bod, again, determined to bring 
the affair to some intelligible issue, 

"Do you think, Sir Wyehorly, you could' write a few 
lines, if we put pen, ink, and paper before you 1 ?" he asked, 
as a sort of desperate remedy. 

"Impossible — can hardly see; have got no strength — 
stop — will -fry — if you please." 

Sir Gervaise was deaghied with this, and ho immediately 
directed his companions to lend their assistance. Atwood 
and the vicar bohlcred the old man up, and the admiral put 
the writing materials before him, substituting a large quarto 
bibie for a desk. Sir Wycherly, after several abortive 
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.iStonijj's, finally 5 ot tin.: pon in his hand, and ivllii great 
(iiiiici.illy lrsu.eL-.ocl six or se\cn nearly llic.rl-ile word.-., ruenieg 
the line diagonally miws the paper. By this time his 
powers iiuli'il him altogether, and lie sunk back, dropping 
the pen, and closing his eves in a. partial insensibility. At 
this critical mstanr, the surgeon entered, and. at once put an 
end to the interview, by taking charge of the patient, and 
directing all but one or two necessary a I' end ants, to quit the 



The three chosen \vi!ncs-;cs of what had just past, repaired 
together to a parlour; Atwood, by a sort of mechanical 
hahil, Uikitig wit.li hi ni the paper on which I he baronet had 
scrawled the words pist mentioned. This, by a sort of me- 
chaiueal use, also, he put into the hands of Sir Gcrvaisc, a; 
soon as they entered the room ; much as he would have laid 
before his superior, an order to sign, or a copy of a letter to 
the secretary of the Navy Board. 

"This is as bad as the.' iwihtx !' exclaimed Sir Gcrvaisc, 
hi": or endeavouring :o decipher the scrawl in vain. " What 
is this first word, Mr. Rotherham — ' Irish,' is it not, — hey ! 
Atwood V 

" I believe it is no more than ' I-n,' stretched over much 
more paper than is necessary." 

"Yon are right enough, vicar; and the next word is 
1 the,' though it looks like a ckmuix th>. j'rise — what follows? 
It looks like ' man-of-war,' Atwood V 

"I beg your pardon, Sir Gcrvaisc ; this first letter is 
what I should call an elongated n — 'he next is certainly an 
a— the third looks like the waves of a river — ah ! it is an 
m — and the last is an e — n-a-m-e— -that makes ' name,' gen- 
tlemen," 

" Yes," eagerly added the vicar, and the two next words 
are, 'of God.'" 

" Then- it is religion, alter all, that was on the poor man's 
mind!" exclaimed Sir Gcrvaisc, in a slight, degree disap- 
pointed, if the truth must be fold. " What 's this A-m-e-n — 
'Amen' — why it's a sort of a prayer." 

"This is the form. In which It is usual to commence 
wills, I believe, Sir Gcrvaisc," observed the secretary, who 
had written many a one, on board ship, in his day. ' In the 
name of God, Amen.' " 
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" By George, you 're right, Atwood ; and the poor man 
was trying, all the while, to lot us know how ho wished lo 
dispose of his property ! What could he mean by the nullua 
— it is not possible that the old gentleman has nothing to 
leave?" 

"I'll itiswcv for it, Sir Gervaise, that is not the true ex- 
planatioti," the vicar replied, " Sir Wycherly's affairs are 
in the best order r and, besides the estate;, h'j lias a large 
sum in the funds." 

" Well, gentlemen, we can do no more to-night. A medi- 
cal man is already in the house, and Blueivnter will send 
ashore, one or two oihers from the fleet. In the morning, it' 
Sir Wycherly is in a state to converse, this matter shall be 
attended to." 

The party now separated ; a bed being provided for the 
vicar, and the admiral and his secretary retiring to their 
respe:.:!-ve rooms. 



CHAPTER X. 

11 Hi J [)1jysi«i;jiiK iitlit mir veins to temper, 
And witli an argument new-set a pulse ; 
Then thiuli, my lonl, of leusoniiij; into lo 



Whilk the scene just related, look place in the chambef 
of the sick man, Admiral .I'.kii"; water, Mrs. JJutton, and Mil- 
dred left the house, in the old family-coach. The rear- 
admiral had pertinaciously determined to adhere to his prac- 
tice of sleeping in his ship ; and the manner in which he 
had e!:e:ed sen's !o his two fair companions— fur Mrs. JJuttun 
still deserved to be thus termed — has already been seen. 
The motive was simply to remove them from any further 
brutal exhibitions of button's cupidiiv, while he continued 
in his present humour; and, thus influeneed, it is not pro- 
babe that the gallant old sailor would be likely to dwell, 
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more than was absolutely necessary, oil the taipVasaii: 
scene of which lie had been a witness. In fact, no allusion 
was made lo it, during the quarter of an hour the party was 
driving from the Hal! lo the s'.alion-housc. They all spoke, 
with regret,— -Mi Us rod with nileetionate tenderness, even, — 
of poor Sir Wycbcrly ; tmd several anecdotes, indicative of 
his goodness of hear), were eagerly related to Biuewatcr, by 
the two females, as the carriage moved heavily along. In 
the time mentioned, the vehicle drew up Wore the door of 
the cottage, and all three alighted. 

If the morning of that day had been veiled in mist, the 
sun had set in as c'o^dloss a si:;,', as is often arched above 
the island of Great Britain. The night was, what in that 
region, is termed a clear moonlight. It was certainly not 
the mimic day that is so elieii enjoyed in purer atmospheres, 
hut the panorama of the iiea.il- land was clothed in a soft, 
magical sort of scmi-d;siine'noe,s, :hat rendered objects suf- 
ficiently obvious, and exceedingly beautiful. The rounded, 
shorn swells of the land, hove upward to the eya, verdant 
and smooth; while iho hue oaks of the park formed a 
shadowy background to the picture, inland. Seaward, the 
ocean was glittering, like a reversed plane of the firmament, 
far as eye could reach. If our own hemisphere, or rather this 
latitude, may boast of purer skies than are enjoyed by the 
mother country, the latter has a vast superiority in the tint 
of the water. While the whole American coast is bounded 
by a vast, dull-looking sheet of sen-green, the deep blue of 
the wide ocean appears to he carried close home to the shores 
of Europe. This glorious tint, from which the term of 
" ultra marine" has boon derived, is most remarkable jn the 
Mediterranean, that sea of delfghts ; but it Is met with, all 
along the rock-bound coasts of Ihe Peninsula of Spain and 
Portugal, extending through the "British Channel, until it is 
in a measure lost on the shoals of the -North Sea ; to be 
revived, however, in (he prolbirnd depths of the ocean that 
laves the wild atsd romantic coast of Norway. 

"Tis a glorious night!" exclaimed Rhiewater, as he 
handed Mildred, the last, from the carriage ; " and one can 
hardly wish to enter a cot, let it swing ever so lazily." 

"Sleep is out of the question," returned Mildred, sorrow- 
fully. "These are nidiLs In which even the weary are 
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reluctant. to lose Ihcir consciousness; but who can sleep 
while there is this uncertainly abnu: dear Sir Wycherly." 

"I rejoice to hear you say this, Mildred," — for so the 
admiral had unconsciously, and im repel led. begun to (all his 
sweet companion — " I. rejoice to hear you say this, for 1 am 
an inveterate s!ar-ga/.er nud moon-he ; and I shall hope to 
persuade you and Mi's. Dution to waste yet another hour, 
with me, in walking on (his height. Ah ! yonder is Sam 
Yoke, my coxswain, wailing to report the barge ; I can 
send Sir (iorvnistrs message to (he surseons by deputy, find 
there will be no occasion for my hastening from this lovely 
spot, and pleasant company." 

The orders were soon given to the coxswain. A dozen 
boats, it would seem, were In wailing for officers ashore, 
notwithstanding the lateness of' the hour; and directions 
were sent for two of them to pull off, and obtain the medical 
men. The coach was sent round to receive the latter, and 
then all was tranquil, again, on the height. Mrs. Dution 
entered the house, to attend to some of her domestic con- 
cerns, while the roar-admiral took the arm of Mildred, and 
Ihcy walked, tocher, to the verge of the cliffs. 

A fairer moonlight picture seldom ciiored itself to a sea- 
man's eye, than that which now lay before the sight of 
Admiral Bluewaler and Mildred, lleneath them rode the. 
fleet ; sixteen sail of di Cerent rigs, eleven of which, however, 
were two-decked ships of the largest size then known in 
naval warfare; and all of which were in that perfect order, 
that an active and intelligent commander knows how to pro- 
cure, even from the dilatory and indifferent. If Admiral 
Bluewaler was conspicuous in manciv.wring a lieet, and in 
rendering every vessel of a line tba' extended a league, effi- 
cient, and that too, in her right place, Kir Gervaise Oakes 
had the reputation of being one of the best seamen, in the 
ordinary sense of the word, in .England. No vessel under 
his command, ever had a lubberly look ; and no ship that 
had any sailing in her, failed to have it brought out of her. 
The vice-admiral was familiar with that all-important fact — 
one that members equally of Congress and of Parliament 
arc so apt to forgo! , or rather not to know at all — that the 
efficiency of a whole fleet, as a licet, is necessarily brought 
down to the level of its worst ships. Of little avail is it. 
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that four or five vessels of a squadron sail fast, and work 
well, if the eight or ten that remain, behave badly, and are 
dull. A separation ofihe. vessels is the inevitable consequence, 
when the properties of all arc thoroughly tried; and the 
division of a (orce, is the lirsl step towards its defeat ; as its 
proper concentration, is a leading condition of victory. As 
the poorer vessels cannot imitate the better, the good are com. 
pelled to regular (heir movement* by the bad ; which is at 
once essentially bringing down the best ships -of a fleet to 
ihc level of. its worst ; the proposition with which we com- 
menced. 

Sir Gervaise Oakes was so great a favourite, that all he 
asked was usually conceded to him. One of his conditions 
was, that his vessels should sail equally (veil ■ " If you give 
me fust ships," he said, " I can overtake the enemy ; if dull, 
the enemy can overtake me ; and I leave you to say which 
course will be most likely to bring on an action. At any 
rate, give me consorts; not one flyer, and one drag ; but 
vessels that can keep within hail of each other, without 
anchoring." The admiralty professed every desire to. oblige 
the gallant commander ; and, as he was resolved never to 
quit the Plantagenet until she was worn out, it was indis- 
pensably necessary to find as many last vessels as possible, 
to keep her comprmy. The result was literally a fleet of 
" horse*," as Galleytro used to call it ; and it was generally 
said in the service, tiiat " Oakes had a squadron of flyers, 
if not a flying-squadron." 

Vessels like these jus' mentioned, are usually symmetrical 
and graceful to the eye, as well as fast. This fact was ap- 
parent to Mildred, accustomed as she was to the sight of 
ships; and she ventured to express as much, after she and 
her companion had stood quite a minute on the cliff, gazing 
a! the jfrntid spectacle beneath them. 

" Your vessels look even handsomer than common, Ad- 
miral Bluewatcr," she said, " though a ship, to me, is always 
an attractive sight." 

" This is because they are handsomer than common, my 
pretty critic. Vice- Ad mi nil Oakes is an officer who will 
no more tolerate an udy ship in his fleet, than a peer of the 
realm will marry any woman hut one who is handsome, 
unless indeed she happen to he surpassingly rich." 
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"I have heard that men are accustomed to lose their 
hearts under such an influence, v said Mildred, laughing 
" hut 1 did not know before, thai they wore ever frank enough 

" The knowledge, has been imparted by a prudent mother, 
I suppose," returned ilie rear-admiral, in a musing manner : 
"I wish I stood sudieie;iMy in r ho parental relation to you, 
my young jVicnd, to venture to give a little ,'i.dvie.';, aiso. 
Never, before, did I fuel so strong a wish to warn a human 
being of a great danger that 1 fear is impending over her, 
could I presume to take the liberty." 

" It is not a liberty, but a duty, to warn any one of a 
danger that is known to ourselves, and not to the person 
who incurs the risk. At least so it appears to the eyes of 
a very young girl." 

" Yes, if the danger was of [idling from these cliffs, or of 
setting fire to a house, 01 of any other visible calamity. 
The case is different, when young ladies, and setting fire to 
the heart, are concerned." 

"Certainly, I can perceive the distinction," answered 
Mildred, after a short pause ; " and can understand that the 
same person who would not scruple to give the alarm against 
any physical danger, would Leshato even at hinting at one 
of a moral character. Nevertheless, if Admiral Bluewalei 
think a simple girl, like me, of sieiicieid importance to take 
the trouble to interest himself in her welfare, I should hope 
he would not shrink from pointing out this danger. It is a 
terrible word to sleep on : and 1 confess, besides a little un- 
easiness, to a good deal of curiosity to know more." 

"This is said, Mildred, because you are unaccustomed to 
the shocks which the tongue of rude man may give your 

"Unaccustomed!" said Mildred, frem-ding so that the 
weakness was apparent to her companion. "Unaccus- 
tomed! Alas! Admiral Dluewater, can this be so, after 
what you have seen and heard!" 

" Pardon me, dear child : nothing was farther from my 
thoughts, than to wish to revive those unpleasant recollec- 
tions. If I thought I should be forgiven, I might venture, 
yet, to reveal my secret ; for never befo-e — though I can. 
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not tell the reason of so sudden and so extraordinary iiii 
interest in one who is almost a. stranger — " 

"-No — no — not a stranger, dear sir. After all tiiat lias 
passed to-day ; after you huvc been admitted, though it were 
by accident, to one moat sacred secret ; — after alt that was 
said in the carriage, mid the terrible scenes my beloved mo- 
ther went through in your presence so many years since, 
you can never be a siranger to us, whatever may be your 
own desire to fancy yourself one." 

" Girl, you do not ihseinaie — you do not charm me, but 
you bind me to you in a way 1 did not think it in the power 
of any human being to subjugate my toolings !" 

This was said with so much energy, that Mildred dropped 
the arm she held, and actually recoiled a step, if not in 
alarm, at least in surprise. But, on looking up into the face 
of her companion, and perceiving large tears actually 
glistening on his check, and seeing the hair that exposure 
and mental cares had whiionod more than tlms, all her con- 
fidence returned, and she resumed the place she had aban- 
doned, of her own accord, a.nd as naturally as a daughter 
would have clung to (lie side of a father. 

" I am sure, sir, my gratitude for this interest ought to be 
quite equal to the honour it docs me," Mildred said, earnestly. 
" And, now, Admiral Bluewater, do not hesitate to speak to 
me with the frankness that a parent might use. 1 will listen 
with the respect and deference of a daughter." 

" Then do listen to what I have to say, and make no 
answer, if you find yourself wounded at the freedom I am 
taking. It woidil seem that there is bni one subject on which 
a man, old fellow or young fellow, can speak to a lovely 
young girl, when he gels her alone, under the light of a fine 
moon ; — and that is love. Nay, start not again, my dear, 
for, if 1 am about to speak on so awkward a subject, it is 
not in my own behalf. { hardly know whether you will 
think it in behalf of any one ; as what I have to say, is not 
an appeal to your Kr'bcTJuns. but a warning against bestowing 

" A warning, Admiral Bh.iewa.ter i Do you really think 
that can be necessary V 

" Nay, my child, that is best known to yourself. Of one 
thing I am certain ; the voting man 1 have in my eye, alTccM 
14 
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io ailmirc you, whether he does or not ; and when young 
women arc led to believe they are loved, it is a strong appeal 
to all their generous feelings :o answer the passion, ii' not 
with equal waniil.li, v,i least wiih something very like it." 

" Afieels to admire, sir !-— And why should any one bo at 
the pains of affecting "ecliogs inwards me, that they do not 
ucru,iKy euiertain '! I have nt-ithcr rank, nor money, t:u 
bribe any one io bo yuilty of an hypocrisy so mean, ni;-:.l 
which, in my case, would be so motiveless." 

" Yes, if it xvere motiveless to win the most beautiful 
wealuro in England ! But, no matter. We will not stop 
to analyze motives, when facta are what we aim at. ! 
shoe'd think there must be some passion in (his youth's 
suit, and thai, vj ill only tmke if so much the more dangere-us 
to i's object. At all events. \ leel a deep conviction that be 
is altogether unworthy of you. This is a bold e.Nprc-jskiii 
of opinion oit an ucque.mtajice of a day ; hut there aye such 
reasons tin' it, that a man of my time of lilc, if unprejudiced, 
can scarcely be deceived." 

"All this is very singular, sir, and I had almost used 
your own word of ' alarming,' " replied Mildred, slightly 
agitated by curiosity, but more amused. "I shall be as 
frank as yourself, and say ltsr.it you judge the gentleman 
harshly. Mr. Rot her bam may not have all the qualities 
that a clergyman ou^ht to possess, but he is far fVum being 
a bad man. Good or had, however, it is not probable thai 
he will carry bis transient partiality any farther thaw be 
has gone already." 

" Mr. Rotherham ! — I have neither thought nor spoken 
of the pious vicar at all!" 

Mildred was now sadly confused. Mr. Rotheiham had 
made his proposals for her, only (be dav before, and he had 
been mildly, but firmly refused. The recent occurrence 
was naturally uppermost in her mind; and the conjecture 
that her rejected suitor, under the influence of wine, mi'jki 
have communicated the s-b.ite of ins wishes, or what lie fan- 
cied to be the stale of his wishes, to her companion, was so 
very easy, that she bad fallen into the error, almost wiiho 1 .:: 
reflection. 

" 1 beg pardon, sir — I really imagined," the confused girl 
answered; " but, it was a natural mistake for me to sup- 
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pose you meant Mi'. Rol.berhnm, as lie is the only person 
who hag ever spoken to my mother oil the subject of any- 
thing like a preference for me." 

" I should have less leiiv of those win) spoke to your mo- 
ther, Mildred, than of those who spoke only to you. As I 
hate ambiguity, however, 1 will say, at once, that my allu- 
sion was to Mr. Wychecombe." 

" Mr. Wychecombe, Admiral Bluewater 1" — and the ve- 
te.-an felt the arm that leaned on him tremble violently, a 
sad confirmation of even more than he apprehended, or he 
would not have been so abrupt. " Surely — surely — the 
warning you mean, cannot, ought not to apply to a gentle- 
man of Mr. Wycbeeuinbe's sounding and eha'raeler !" 

" Sueh is the world, Miss l);.ilton, and we old seamen, in 
particular, get to know i(, whether willingly or not. My 
sudden interest in you, the recollection of former, but painful 
scenes, and the events of the day. have made me watchful, 
and, you will add, bold — but I am resolved to speak, even 
at the risk of disobliging you for ever — and, in speaking, I 
must say that I never met with a young man who has made 
so unfavourable an impression on me, as this same Mr. 
'Wychecombe." 

Mildred, unconsciously to herself, withdrew her arm, and 
she felt astonished at her own levity, in so suddenly becoming 
sufficiently intimate with a stranger to permit him thus to 
disparage a comirmed friend. 

" I am sorry, sir, that you entertain so hid i Cerent an 
opinion of one who is, 1 believe, a general favourite, in this 
part of the country," she answered, with a coldness that. 
rendered her manner marked. 

" [ perceive 1 .shall share the fate of all unwelcome coun- 
sellors, hut. can only bin me my own presumption. Mildred, 
we live in momentous times, and God knows what is to 
happen to myself, in (he ne.it lew months ; but, so strong is 
the inexplicable interest that I feel in your welfare, that I 
shall venture still to offend. I like not this Mr. Wyche- 
cor-fbe, who is so devout an admirer of yours — real or 
affected — and, as to the liking of dependants for (be heir of 
a considerable estate, it is so much a matter of course, that 
t count it nothing." 

"The heir of a considerable estate !"' repeated Mildred, in 
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a voice to which the natural & witness returned, quietly re- 
suming the arm, she had so unceremoniously dropped — 
"Surely, dear sir, you are not speaking of Mr. Thomas 
Wychecombe, Sir Wyebcrly's nephew." 

"Of whom else should I .-peak] — Has ho not been your 
shadow the whole day?— so marked In his atteti lions, as 
scarce to deem it necessary to conceal his suit?" 

" Has it really struck you thus, sir I — I confess I did not 
so consider it. We are so much at home at the Hall, that 
we rather expect all of that family to be kind to us. But, 
whether you arc right in yoiif conjecture, or not, Mr. Tho- 
mas Wychecombe can never be aught to mo — and as proof, 
Admiral Bluewu-er, that I take your warning-, as it Is meant, 
in kindness and sincerity, I will add, that ha is not a very 
particular favourite." 

" I rejoice to hear it ! Wow there is his namesake, our 
voting lieutenant, as gallant and as noble a fellow as ever 
jived — would to Heaven he was not so wrapt up in his pro- 
fession, as to be insensible to any beauties, but those of a 
ship. Were you my own danger, Mildred, I could give 
you to that lad, with as much freedom as I would give him 
my estate, were he my son." 

Mildred smiled — and it was archly, though not without a 
shade of sorrow, too — but she had seilicient self-command, 
to keep her fecluuis to herself, and too much maiden reserve 
not to shrink from betraying her weakness to one who, after 
all, was little more than a stranger. 

" i dare say, sir," she answered, with an equivocation 
which was perhaps venial, •'■ that your knowledge of the world 
has judged both these gentlemen, rightly. Mr. Thomas 
Wychecombe, notwithstanding all you heard from my poor 
father, is not likely to think seriously of me; and I will 
answer for my own feelings as regards him. I am, in no 
manner, a proper person to become Lady Wychecombe; 
and, I trust, I should biivefhe prudence to decline the honour 
were it even offered to me. Believe me, sir, my fathe; 
would have held a different language to-night, had it not 
boon for Sir Wycherly's wine, and the many loyal toasta 
that were drunk. He mvs/ lie conscious, in his reflecting 
moments, that a child of his is unsuiled to so high a station. 
Our prospects in life were once hotter than they aro now, 
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Admiral Bluewater ; but they have never been such as lo 

raise those high expectations in us.'' 

" An officer's daughter may always claim to be a gentle- 
woman, my dear : and, as Midi, you might become the wife 
of a duke, did he love you. Since 1 find my warning unne- 
cessary, however, we will change tin: discourse. Bid cot 
something extraonli tin s-y occur a; this eliif, this morning, and 
in connection with this very Mr. Thomas Wyehecombe 1 
Sir Gervaise was my informant ; but he did not relate the 
matter very clearly." 

Mildred explained the mistake, and then gave 'a vivid de- 
scription of the danger in winch lift young lieutenant had 
been placed, as well as of the manner in which he had extri- 
cated himself. fcihe particularly dwelt on the extraordinary 
presence of mind and resolution, by means of which he had 
saved his life, when Ihost.or.c first gave way beneath his foot, 

"All this is well, and what I should have expected from 
so active and energetic a youth," relumed the rear-admiral, 
a little gravely ; "hut, i confess 1 would rather it had not 
happeacd. Your inconsiderate and reckless young men, 
who risk their necks idly, in places of this sort, seldom have 
much in them, after all. Had there been a motive, it would 
have altered the case." 

" Oh ! but there was a motive, sir ; he was far from doing 
so silly a thing for nothing I" 

" And what was the motive, pray 1 — I can see no suffi- 
cient reason why a man of .sense should ti'nst his person over 
a cliff as menacing as this. One may approach it, by moon- 
light ; but in the day, I confess fo you 1 should not fancy 
standing as near it, as we do al this moment." 

Mildred was much embarrassed lor v.Yt answer. Her own 
heart told her Wyoheriy's motive, but that it would never 
do to avow to her companion, great as was the happiness 
she felt iu avowing it to herself. Gladly would she have 
changed the discourse ; but, as this could not be done, she 
yielded to her native integrity of character, and loid the 
truth, as far as she told anything. 

" The flowers that grow on the sunny side of these rocks, 

Admiral Bluewaler. are singularly fVagra.nt and beautiful," 

she said; "and hearing my mother and myself speaking 

of them, and how mceh the fencer delighted in them, though 

14* 
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they were so seldom to be had, he just ventured over tho 
cliff — not here, whore i: is so very perpendicular, but yonder, 
where one may cling to it, very well, with a littie care — and 
t was in venturing a little — just a very little too far, he 
■old me, himself, mi', to-day, after dinner, — that the stone 
broke, and the accident occurred. I do not think Mr. Wy- 
cherly Wychecombe in the least fool-hardy, and not at all 
disposed Hi seek ;.i silly admiration, by a silly exploit." 

" He has a most lovely and a most eloquent advocate," 
returned the admiral, smiling, (liouyh Ihe expression of his 
countenance was melancholy, even to sadness ; "and he is 
acquitted. I think few men of his years would hesitate 
about risking their necks lor flowers so fragrant and beau- 
tiful, and so much coveted by your mother, Mildred." 

" And he a sailor, sir, who thinks so little of standing on 
giddy places, and laughs at fears of this nature V 

" Quite true ; though there are few cliffs on board ship. 
Hopes are our sources of courage." 

"So I should think, by what passed to-day," returned 
Mildred, laughing. " Mr. Wycherly called out for a rope 
and we just threw him one, to help him out of his difficulty. 
The moment he got his rope, though it was only yonder 
small signal. halyards, lie li.-ll himself as secure as if he 
stood up here,ou I he height, with acres of level ground around 
him. I do not think he was frightened, at any time ; but 
when he got hold of (bat little rope, he was fairly valiant !" 

Mildred endeavoured to laugh at her own history, by 
way of veiling' her interest in the even! ; but her companion 
was too old, and too discerning, to be easily deceived. He 
continued silent, as he led her away from the cliff; and 
when he entered the collate, Mildred saw, by the nearer 
ight of the candles, that his countenance was still sad. 

Admiral Blueivatcr remained half an hour longer in the 
cottage, when lie tore himself away, from a society which, for 
him, possessed a charm that he could not account for, nov 

Set scarcely estimate. It was past, one, when lie bid Mrs. 
•utton and her daughter adieu ; promising, however, to see 
them again, before the fleet sailed. Late as it was, the 
mother and Mildred felt no disposition to retire, after 
the exciting scenes they hail gone through; but, feeling a 
calm on their spirits, succeeding iheriaie interruption produced 
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by Dutton's brutality, they walked out on the cliff, to enjoy 
the cool aii', and [ho bland scenery of* the head-land, at that 
witching hour. 

" I should feel alarm at this particularity of attention, from 
most men, my child," observed i.he prudent mother, as they 
left the house; " but the years, and especially the character 
of Admiral Bluowa.'er, are pledges ihal he meditates nothing 
foolish, nor wrong." 

" His years would be soilicient, mother," cried Mildred, 
laughing — for her laugh came easily, since the opinion she 
had just before hoard of Wycherly'.s merit — " leaving the 
character out of the question." 

" For you, perhaps, iUiidred, but not for himself. Men 
rarely seem to think i heuisclves foo old to win the young of 
our sex,' and what they want in attraction, they generally 
endeavour to supply hv fliittei-v and artifice. But, I acquit 
our new friend of all that." 

" Had he been my own father, dearest mother, his lan- 
guage, and the interest he took in me, could not have been 
more paternal. I have found it truly delightful to listen to 
such counsel, from one of his son ; for, in general, they do 
not treat me in so sincere and fatherly a manner." 

Mrs. Dutton's lip ijuivoreii, ]\ex eye-lids trembled loo, and 
a couple of tears fell on her cheeks. 

"It is new te you, Mildred, fo listen to the langtiago of 
disinterested afloct ion arid wisdom from one of his years and 
sex. I do not censure your listening with pleasure, but 
merely tell you to remember the proper reserve of your 
years and character. Hist ! there are the sounds of his 

Mildred listened, and the measured but sudden jerk of 
oars in the rullooks, ascended on the still night-air, as dis- 
tinctly as they might have been heard in the boat. At tha 
next instant, an eight-oared bar-go moved swiftly out from 
under the cliff, and glided steadily on towards a ship, that 
had one lantern suspended from the end of her gaff, an- 
other in her mizzen-top, and ihe small night-flag of a rear- 
admiral, fluttering at her mi zzen- royal- mast-head. Tha 
cutter lay nearest to the landing, and, as the barge ap- 
proached her, the ladies heard the loud hail of" boat-ahoy !" 
The answer was also audible ; though given in the mild, 
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gentleman-like voice of Blucwator, himself. It was simply 
"rear-admiral's Mag." A death-like stillness succeeded thia 
annunciation of the rank ui tiie ofiicer in the passing boat, 
interrupted only by the measured jerk of the ours. Once 
or twice, indeed, the keen hearing of Mildred, made her fancy 
she heard the common dip of the eight oars, and the wash 
of the water, as they rose from the element, lo gain a re- 
newed purchase. As each vessel was approacl.ed, however, 
the hail and the answer were renewed, the quiet of midnight, 
in every instance, succeed nig. At length the barge was 
seen shooting along on the quarter of the Ckesar, the 
rear-admiral's own slni, and the hist hail was given. This 
time, there was a slight stir in the vessel ; and, soon alter 
the sound of the o;i rs ceased, the lanterns descended from the 
stations they had held, sinee nightfall. Two or three other 
lanterns were stili displayed at the gaiis of other vessels, 
the signs that their ca;)'aies were not on board; though 
whether they were ashore, or visiting in the fleet, were facta 
best known to themselves. The Plantngenet, however, had 
no light ; it being known that Sir Gervaise did not intend 
to come off that night. 

When all this was over, Mrs. Button and Mildred sought 
their pillows, after an exciting day, and, to -them, one l'al 
more momentous than they were then aware of. 



CHAPTER XI, 

"When I consider life, 'tis all a cheat; 
Yet foal'd with hope, men favour tlie deceit; 
Trust on, anri tliink to-im>rjw will rnjMy; 
To-morrow's falser than the former day." 

DflYI 

Although Admiral llluewatei' devoted the n 
time to sleep, he was not what, the French terra mat ma I. 
There is a period in the morning, on board of a shipofwar, — 
that of washing decks, — which can best be compared to the 
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discomfort of the A mcvican pui-ificution, ydep'd "-a house- 
cleaning." This occurs daily, about !.!ic rising of tho surij 
and no officer, whose: rnnk raises him above mingling with 
the duty, ever thinks, except on extraordinary occasions 
that may require his presence for u'lier purposes, of intruding 
on its sacred mysteries. It is a rabid hour in a ship, and 
the wisest course, lor all idlers, and nil watdi-oliicers, who 
are. not on duty, is to keep themselves under hatches, if 
their convenience will possibly allow it. He who wears a 
flag, however, is usually reposing in his cot, at this critical 
moment; or, if risen at all, he is going through similar 
daily ablutions of his own person. 

Admiral Bluewater was in the act of opening his eyes, 
when the splash of the iirs^ bucket of water was heard on 
the deck of the C;esur, and lie lay in the species of en- 
joyment which is so peculiar to naval men, after they have 
risen to the station of commander ; a sort of semi- trance, in 
which the mind summons all the ancient images, connected 
with squalls; reefing top-sails in the rain; standing on the 
quarter of a yard, shouting " haul out to leeward ;" peering 
over the weather hammock-cloths to eye the weather, with 
the sleet pricking the face like needles; — and, washing 
decks! These dreamy images of the past, however, are 
summoned merely to increase the, sense of present enjoy- 
ment. They are so many wc if -con i rived foils, to give 
greater brilliancy to the diamonds of a comfortable cot, and 
the entire consciousness of being no longer exposed to an 
untimely summons on deck. 

Our rear-admiral, nevertheless, was not a vulgar dreamer, 
on such occasions. He thought little of personal comforts 
at any time, unless indeed when personal discomforts ob- 
truded themselves on his attailion ; he knew little, or nothing 
of the science of the table, whereas his friend was a knowing 
cook, and in his days of probation had been a distinguished 
caterer ; but he was addicted to a sort of dreaming of his 
own, even when the sun stood in the zenith, and he was 
walking the poop, in the midst of a circle of his officers, 
Still, he could not refrain from glancing back at the past, 
that morning, as pksh alter plash was heard, and recalling 
the time when magna purs t/iionim poit. At this delecla- 
ble instant, the ruddy face of a " young gentleman" up- 
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peared in his slate-room door, and, first ascertaining that 
the eyes of his superior wore actually open, the vcuugstfir 
said— 

" A note from Sir Gcrv; 

" Very well, sir," — takit _ 
Lord Geoffrey ?" 

" An Irishman's hurricane, sir; right up and down. Our 
first says, sir, he never knew liner channel weather." 

" Our first is a great astrologer. Is the licet riding flood 
yet?" 

"No sir; it's si aefc -water ; or, rather, the ebb is just 
beginning to make." 

" Go on deck, my lord, and see if the Dover has hove in 
any upon her larboard bower, so as to bring her more on 

" Ay -ay-sir," and this cadet of one of the most illustrious 
houses of England, skipped up the ladder to ascertain his 
Tact. 

In the meanwhile, Tiluewater stretched out an arm, drew 
a curtain from beibre his little window, fumbled for soma 
time among his clothes before he got his spectacles, and then 
opened the note. This early epistle was couched in the 
following words — 

" Dear Blue r — 

" I write this in a bed big enough to ware a ninety in. 
I've heen athwart ships half the night, without knowing it. 
Gatieygo has just been in to report 'our fleet' all well, and 
the. ships riding flood. It seems there is a good look-out 
from the top of the house, where part of the roads are visible. 
jMagra'h, and die rent of them, have been at poor Sir Wy- 
cherly all night, I learn, hut he remains down by the head, 
yet. I am afraid the good old man will never be in trim 
again. I shall remain here, until something is decided ; and 
as we cannot expect our orders until next day afcr to-mor- 
row, at the soonest, one might as well be here, as on board. 
Cone ashore. ai:d 'ireaklast with us; when we can consult 
about the propriety of remaining, or of abandoning th« 
wreck. Adieu, 

" Oakes. 
" Rear-Admiral Bluewater. 
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" P. S.— There was a little occurrence last night, con- 
nected with Sir. Wycherly's will, that makes me particu- 
larly ao.viotts to see you, as early as possible, (his morning. 
» O." 

Sir Gervaise, like a woman, had written his mind in his 
postscript. The scene of the previous night had forcibly 
presented itself to his recollection en awakening, and calling 
for his writing-desk, he h:u.l sent oil" ibis note, at the dawn of 
day, with the wish of having as many important witnesses 
as he could well obtain, at the interview he intended to 
demand, at the eariiest practicable hour. 

"What the deuce can Oabes have to do with Sir Wy- 
cherly Wycheoombe's wiil V tbougbt tiie rear- admiral. 
" By the way, that nuts me in mind of my own ; and of my 
own recent determination. What are jay poor £:!!), DUO to 
a. man with the fortune of Lord Blue water. Having neither 
n wife nor child, brother nor sifter of'inyowii, I '11 do what 
I please with my money. Oakcs wont have it ; besides, 
he 's got enough of his own, and to spare. An estate of 
£7000 a year, besides heaps of prize-money funded. I dare 
say, he has a good £12,000 a year, and nothing but a 
nephew to inherit it all. I'm determined to do as t please 
with my money. I made every shilling of it, and I '11 give 
it to whom I piease." 

The whole time, Admiral Blue water lay with his eyes shut, 
and with a tongue as motionless as if it. couldn't stir. With 
all his laissez idler manner, however, he had the prompti- 
tude of a sailor, when bis mind was made up to do a thing, 
though he always performed it in bis own peculiar mode. 
To rise, dress, and prepare (o quit bis state-room, occupied 
him hut a short time ; and he was seated before his own 
writing-desk, in the after-cabin, within twenty minutes after 
the thoughts just recorded, had passed through his mind. 
His first act was to take a folded paper from a private 
drawer, and glance bis eye carelessly over it. This was 
the will in favour of Lord llluewater. It was expressed in 
very concise terms, filling only- the first side of a page. 
This will be copied, v-'-rbaliiii d lilv.ralim, leaving hunks 
for the name of the legatee, and appointing Sir Cervaise 
Dakes his executor, as in the will already executed. When 
11 
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finished in this manner, he set about filling up the blanks. 
For a passing instant, he Ibit 'empted Io insert the name of 
the Pretender ; but, smiling at his own folly, be wrote that 
of "Mildred Du'ton, daughter of f'rune.is D Litton, a master in 
His Majesty's Navy," in all the places that it was requisite 
so to do. Then he affixed the seal, anil, folding ail the 
upper part of the sheet over, so as to conceal the contents, 
he rang a little sliver hell, which always stood at his elbow. 
The outer cabin-doc.iv was opened by the sentry, who thrust 
his head in at the opening. 

" I want one of the young gentlemen, sentry," said the 
rear-admiral. 

The door closed, iini], in another minute, the smiling face 
of Lord Geoffrey was at the entrance ol'the after-cabin. 

" Who 'a on deck, my lord," demanded Bluewater, " be- 
side the watch V' 

" No one, sir. All the idlers keep as close as foxes, when 
the decks are getting it; and as for any of our snorers 
showing their faces before sis bells, it 's quite out of the 

" Some one must surely be stirring in the gun-room, by 
this time! Go and ask the chaplain and the captain of 
marine* to do me fiie favour Io step inlo the cabin— or the 
first lieutenant ; or the master ; or any of the idlers." 

The midshipman was gone; two or three minutes, when 
he returned with the purser and (he chaplain. 

" The first lieutenant is in the forehold, sir; all the ma- 
rines have got their dead-lights still in, and the master is 
working-up his log, the gun-room steward says, I hopa 
these will do, sir: they are the greatest Idlers in the ship, I 
believe." 

Lord Geoffrey Olevebisid was the second son of the third 
duke in the English empire, and he knew it, as well as any 
one on board. Admiral filuewater had no slavish respect lor 
rank ; nevertheless, like all men educated under an aristo- 
cratic system, hi! was influenced by the feeling to a degree 
of which he himself was far from being conscious. This 
young scion of nobility was not in the least favoured in 
matters of duty, lor this his own high spirit would have re- 
sented: I.11 it lie dined in the cabin ttvicc as often as any 
other midshipman on board, and had obtained for himself a 
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sort of license for the tongue, that emboldened him h. utter 
what passed lor smart tilings in tin; cockpit and 
and which, out of all doubt, wore pert, tilings everywhere. 
Neither the chaplain nor the purser look otlence at his liber- 
ties on the present occasion; and, as for the rear-admiral 
ho had not attended to what had been uttered. As soon 
however, as he found others in his cabin, he motioned to 
them to approach his desk, and pointed to the paper, folded 
down, as mentioned. 

" Every prudent man," he said, "and, especially every 
prudent sailor and soldier, in a time of war, ought io be 
provided with a will. This is mine, just drawn up, by my- 
self; and that instrument is an old one, which 1 now destroy 
in your presence. I acknowledge this to bo my hand and 
seal," writing his name, and loiidiiiiy; the seal with a finger 
as he spoke; "affixed to this my last will and testament. 
Will you have the loudness to act ns witnesses?" 

When the chaplain and purser had affixed their names, 
there still remained a space for a third signature. This, by 
a sign from his superior, the laughing midshipman filled 
with his own signature. 

" I hope you 've recollected, sir," cried the boy, with glee, 
as he took' his seat to obey; "that the Bluewaters and 
Clevclands are related. I shall be grievously disappointed, 
when this will is proved, if my name be not found some- 

" So shall I, too, my lord," drily returned Bluewater ; 
" for, I fully expect it will appear as a witness; a character 
that is at once fatal to all claims as a legatee." 

"Well, sir, I suppose flag-oflicers can do pretty much as 
ihey please with their money, since they do pretty much as 
they please with the ships, and all in them, I must lean 
so much the harder on my two old aunts, as I appear 10 
have laid myself direct] v nth wart- hawse of fortune, in this 
affair !" 

"Gentlemen," said the rear-admiral, with easy courtesy; 
"I regret it is not In my power to have your company at 
dinner, to-day, as I am summoned ashore by Sir Gervaiso, 
and it is uncertain when [ can get off, again; but to-i 
I shall hope lo enjoy thai, pleasure." 
15' 
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The officers bowed, expressed their acknowledgments ac. 
cep'ed Iho invitation, bowed once or twice, more each, and 
lefl the cabin, with the exception oi'l.lui midshipman. 

" Well, sir," exclaimed Bi;;owater, a little surprised at 
finding he was not aione, after a minute of profound reverie; 
" to what request am I indebted still to the pleasure of your 
presence 1" 

"Why, sir, it's just forty miles to my father's house in 
Cornwall, and I know Ihe whole family is there; so I just 
fancied, that by bending on two extra horses, a chaise might 
make the Park gates in about five hours ; and by getting 
under way on the. return passage, to-morrow about this 
time, the old Cffisar would never miss a crazy reefer, more 
or less." 

" Very ingeniously put, young srontleman, and quite plau 
sible. When I was of your age, 1 was four years without 
onee seeing eilher father or mother." 

" Yes sir, but that was such a long time ago ! Boys 
can't stand it, half" as well now, as they did then, at; all old 
people say." 

The rear-admiral's lips moved slightly, as if a smile 
struggled about his mouth, and then his lace suddenly lost 
the expression, in our; approaching to sadness. 

" Tou know, Geoffrey, I am not commander-in-chief. Sir 
Gorvai.se alone can give a furlough." 

" Very true, sir ; but whatever you ask of Sir Gervaise, 
he always does ; more especially as concerns «s of your 
flag-ship." 

" Perhaps that is true. But, my boy, we live in serious 
times, and we may sail in an hour's notice. Are you igno- 
rant that Prince Charles Edward has landed in Scotland, 
and that the Jacobite are up and doing'! II' the French back 
him, we may have our hands full here, in the channel." 

"Then my dear mother must go without a kiss, for the 
next twelvemonth !" cried the gaLan' boy, dashing a hand 
furtively across his eyes, in spi'.e of his resolution. "The 
throne of old England niusl be oohold, even though not a mo- 
ther nor a sister in !\\c island, see a midshipman in years!" 

" Nobly said, T.onl Geoffrey, and it shall be known al 
head -quarters. Your familv is whig ; and you do well, at 
your lime of life, to stick lo thr; family politics." 
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" A small run on the shore, sir : would be a great pleasure, 
after six months at sea'!" 

"You must ask Ciij>;.fiii), S towel's leave for that. You 
know I never interfere with the duly of the ship." 

" \es, sir, but there are so many of us, and all have a 
hankering after terra firma. Might I just say, that I have 
your permission, to ask Captidu S towel, to let me have a 
run on the cliffs V 

" You may do /hat, my lord, if you wish it ; but Stowel 
knows that lie ean do as lie pleases." 

" He would be a queer captain of a man-of-war, if ho 
didn't, sir! Thank \o;i, Adrniivii liluewater; I will write 
to my mother, and .1 know she : il be satisfied with the reason 
I shall give her, for not coming to see her. Good-morning, 

" Good-morning," — then, when the boy's hand was on 
the lock of the cabin-door— " my lord?" 

"Did you wish to s;sy anything more, sir?" 

" When you write, remember me kindly to the Duchess. 
We were intimate, when young people; and, 1 might say, 
loved each other." 

The midshipman prouiisi.nl to do as desired ; and then 
the rear-admiral was left alone. He walked the cabin, for 
half an hour, musing on what he had done in relation to 
his property, and on what lie ought to do, in relation to the 
Pretender; when he suddenly sii'vimoned bis coxswain, gave 
a few directions, and sent an order on deck to have his 
barge manned. The customary repoils went their usual 
rounds, and reached the cabin in about three minutes more ; 
Lord Geoffrey bringing them down, again. 

"The barge is manned, sir," said (he lad, standing near 
the cabin-door, rigged out in the neat, go-ashore -clothes of 
a midshipman. 

" Have you seen Captain Stowel, my lord?" demanded 
the roar- admiral. 

" I have, sir ; and he has given ma permission to drift 
along shore, until sunset ; to be off with t'ne evening gun of 
the vice-admiral." 

" Then do me the favour to take a seat in my barge, if 
you are quite ready." 

This offer was accepted, and, in a few minutes, all the 
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ceremonies of the deck had been observed, and the rear- 
admiral was sealed in his barge. It was now so late, thai 
etiquette bad fair piay, and no point was omitted on the oc- 
casion. The captain was on deck, in person, as well as 
gun-room officers enough to re fires en I: their body ; the guard 
was paraded, under its oilieers ; the drums rolled ; the boat- 
swain piped six side boys over, and Lord Geoffrey skipped 
down first into the boa!, remaining respectfully standing, 
until his superior was seated. All these punctilios observed, 
(he boat was shoved off' from the vessel's side, the eight oars 
dropped, as one, and the party moved towards the shore. 
Every cutter, barge, yawl, or Uuirieb thai was met, and which 
did not contain an officer of rank itself, tossed its oars, as 
this barge, with the roar-admiral's ihir fluttering in its bow, 
passed, while the others lay on theirs, the gentlemen sa- 
luting wilh their hats. In this manner the barge passed the 
fleet, and approached the shore. At the landing, a little 
natural quay formed by a iow flat rock, there was a general 
movement, as the rear-admiral's flag was seen to draw 
near ; and even the boats of captains were shoved aside, to 
give the naval pas. As soon, however, as the foot of Blue- 
water touched the rock, the; little fla™ was struck; and, a 
minute later, a culler, with only a lieu tenant in her, coming 
in, that officer ordered the barge to make way for Mm, with 
an air of high and undisputed authority. 

Perhaps there was not a man in the British marine, to 
whom the etiquette of the serviee gave less concern, than to 
Blue water. In this respect, he was the very reverse of his 
friend ; for Sir Gervaise was a punctilious observer, and a 
rigid enforcer of all the prescribed ceremonials. This was 
by no means the only professional point on which these two 
distinguished officers differed. It has already been men- 
tioned, that the rear-admiral was the best tactician in Eng- 
land, while the vice-admiral was merely respectable in that 
branch of his duty. On the other hand, Sir Gervaise "was 
deemed the best practical, seaman afloat, so far as a single 
ship was concerned, while Bluewater had no particular re- 
putation in that way. Then, as to discipline, the same di i- 
tinetion existed. The commander-in-chief was a little of a 
martinet, exacting compliance with the most minute regula- 
tions ; while his friend, even when a captain, had thrown 
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the police duty of his ship very much on what is called the 

e.xecu'ive officer : or 'ho first lieutenant ; leaving to that im- 
portant functionary, the duty of devising, us well as ofexe- 
cuting the system by which order and cleanliness were 
maintained in the vessel. Nevertheless, Blue water had hia 
merit even in this peculiar feature of the profession. He 
hud made the best captain of the fleet to his friend, that had 
ever been met with. This office, which, in some measure, 
corresponds to that of an LidjuUin'.- general on shore, was 
suited to his generalizing aud philosophical turn of mind; 
and he had brought ail ils dnlics wi'hin the circle and control 
or clear and simple prinvipk-s, which rendered them pleasant 
and easy. Then, loo, whenever he commanded in chief, as 
frequently happened, for a week or two at a time, Sir Ger- 
vaise being absent, it w;<s remarked that the common service 
of the fleet went on like clock-work ; his mind seemintr to 
embrace generals, when it refused to descend to details. In 
consequence of these personal peculiarities, the captains 
often observed, that Bluewuter oughi to have been the senior, 
andOakes the junior ; and then, their joint commands would 
have produced perfection : but these criticisms must be set 
down, in a great measure, to the natural propensity lo find 
fault, and an inherent desire in men, even when things arc 
perfectly well in themselves, to prove their own superiority, 
by pointing out modes and moans by which they might be 
made much better. Had the service been on land, this 
opinion might possibly have had more practical truth in it ; 
but, the impetuosity and during of Mir (lervuise, were not 
bad substitutes for tactics, in the straight- for ward combats 
of ships. To resume the narrative. 

When liluewuter landed, he returned the profound and 
general salute of nil on or near the rock, by a sweeping, but 
courteous bow, which was nevertheless given in a vacant, 
slovenly manner; and immediately began to ascend the 
ravine. He had acii.iidly touched (he grassy acclivity above, 
before he was at all aware of any person's being near him. 
Turning, he perceived thai the midshipman was at bis heels, 
respect alone preventing one of the latter's active limbs and 
years from skipping past his superior on the ascent. The 
admiral recollected how i'.it'.c. there was to amuse one of the 
15* 
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boy's habits in a place like Wychecoinbe, and he good-na- 
turedly determined to lake bin; abng with himself. 

" You are little likely to find any diversion here, Lord 
Geoffrey " be said ; " if you will accept of the society 
of a dull old fellow, like myself, you shall see all I see, be 
it more or less." 

" I 've shipped for the cruise, sir, and urn ready and happy, 
loo, to follow your motions, with ov without signals," re- 
turned the laughing youngster. " I suppose Wychecomhe 
is about as good as Portsmouth, or Plymouth ; and J 'm sure 
these green fields are handsomer than the streets of any 
dirty town I over entered." 

" Ay, green fields are, indeed, plaviaiit to the eyes of us 
sailors, who see nothing but water, for months at a time. 
Turn to the rigid, if you please, my lord : I wish to call at 
yonder signal-station, on my way to tho Hall." 

The boy, as is not usual with lads of his age, inclined in 
"the way he was told to go," and in a few minutes both 
stood on the head-land. As it would not have done for tho 
master to be absent from his staff, during the day, with a 
fleet in the roads, Dulton was already at his post, cleanly 
dressed as usual, but trembling again wkh the effect of the 
last night's debauch on his nerves. He arose, with great 
deference of manner, to receive the rear-admiral, and not 
without many misgivings of conscience ; for, while memory 
furnished a tolerable outline of what had occurred in the 
interview between himself and his wife and daughter, wine 
had lost its influence, and no longer helped to sustain his 
self-command. He was much relieved, however, by the 
discreet manner in which he was met by Blue water. 

"How is Sir Wychcrly '!" inquired the admiral saluting 
the master, as if nothing had happened; "a note from Sir Ger- 
vaise, written about day -ureal;, tells me he was not, then, 
essentially better." 

" I wish it were in my power to give you any good news, 
sir. He must he conscious, notwithstanding ; for Dick, his 
jrronm, has just ridden over with a note from Mr. Rother- 
ham, to say that the excellent old baronet particularly desires 
to see my wife and daughter; and that the coach will be 
here, to take them over in a few minutes. If you are bound 
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l» the Llali, this morning, sir, I 'm certain the ladies would 
be delimited to give you a seat." 

" Then I will [unlit by their kindness," returned Blue- 
water, seating himself on The bench at the loot of the staff; 
" more especially, if yon think they will excuse my uiidiug 
Lord Geoffrey Cleveland, one of S towel's midshipmen, to 
the parly. lie has entered, to follow my motions, with or 
without signals." 

Dutfon uncovered again, and bowed profoundly, at this 
announcement of the lad's name and rank ; the boy him- 
self, taking the salute in an elf-hand and indifferent way, 
like one already wearied with vulgar adulation, while he 
gazed about him, with some cariosity, at the head-land and 
flag-staff. 

" This a go!jd look-out, sir," ol.ncn'ed the midshipman; 
" and one that is somewhat, loftier than our cross-trees. A 
pair of sharp eyes might see everything that passes withir 
twenty miles ; and, as a proof of it, I shall be the first to 
sing out, ' sail, ho !' " 

" Whcre-away, my young 'ore! V said Datton, fidgeting, 
as if he had neglected his delv, hi fbe presence of a supe- 
rior ; " I 'm sure, your lordship can see nothing but the 
fleet at anchor, and a icw boats passini; between the different 
ships and the landing I" 

" Where-away, sure enough, youngster'!" added the ad- 
miral. "I see some gulls glancing alouj; the surface of the 
water, a mile or two outside the ships, but nothing like a 

The boy caught up Dtit'oti's glass, which lay on the seat, 
and, in a minute, he had it levelled at the expanse of water. 
It was some little time, and not without much sighting along 
the barrel of the iiiijti'ument, that he got it to suit himself. 

'" Well, Master Sharp-eyes," said Blue water, drily, " is it 
a Frenchman, or a Spaniard I" 

" Hold on, a tnomcul, .sir, until I can get this awkward 
glass to bear on it.— Ay — now I have her — she's but a 
speck, at the best — .royals and head of top-gallant-sails — 
no sir, by George, it's our own cutter, the Active, with her 
squaresail set, and the heads of her lower sails just rising. 
I know her by Ihe way she carries her gaff." 

" The Active 1 — that betokens uiws," observed Blue water, 
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thoughtfully — for the march of evenls, at that moment, must 
necessarily bring on a crisis in his own career. " Sir Ger- 
vaise sent hoi- to look into Cherbourg." 

" Yes sir ; we all know that — and. there she comes to tall 
us, I hope, that Monsieur do Veryillin hay, at last, made up 
his mind to come out and face us, like a man. Will you 
look at the sail, sir 7" 

Blue water took the glass, and swooping the horizon, he 
scot: caught a view of" lily objct; f . A short survey sufficed, 
for one so expci'ioiiced, and ho handed Iho glass back to the 

" You have quick eyes, sir," he said, as he did so ; " that 
is a cutter, certainly, standing m for the roads, and I believe 
you may be right in taking her for the Active." 

" 'Tis a long way to know so small a craft 1" observed 
Dulfon, who also took bis look at the stranger. 

" Very true, sir," answered the boy ; " hut one ought to 
tell a friend as far as he can see him. The Active carries 
a longer and a lower gaff, than any other cutler in the navy, 
which !s the way we all tell her from the Gnat, the cutter 
wc have with us." 

" I am glad to ibid your lordship is so eloso an observer," 
returned the complaisant J3utton ; " a certain sign, my lord 
that your lordship will make a good sailor, in time." 

" Geoffrey is a good sailor, already,'' observed the admi- 
ral, who knew that the youngster was never better pleased, 
than when he dropped the distance of using his title, and 
spoke to, or of him, as of a connection ; which, in truth, he 
was. "He has now been with me four years; having 
joined when he was only twelve. Two more years will 
make an officer of him." 

"Yes sir," said DisfVin. bowing first to one, and then to 
the other. "Yes sir; his lordship may well look forward 
to that, with Ms pur:icu!ar merit, your esteemed favour, and 
his men great name. Ah ! sir, they 've caught a sight of 
the stranger in the fleet, and bunting is at work, already." 

In anchoring his ships, Admiral Rluowu.ter had kept them 
as close together, as the fog rendered safe ; for one of 
the great difficulties of a naval commander is to retain his 
vesse'3 in compact order, in thick or heavy weather. Orders 
had !*en given, however, for a sloop and a frigate to weigh, 



Hosiec by Google 



and stretch out into the oJlin:: u league or two, as soon as 
the fog led them, the preceding day, in order to sweep aa 
wide a reach of the horizon as wns convenient. In order 
to maintain their ground in a light wind, and with a strong 
lide running, these two cruisers had anchored ; one, at the 
distance of a league from the lleet, and the other, a mile or 
two farther outside, (hough more to the eastward. The sloop 
lay nearest to the straivjer, and siiriials were flying at her 
main- royal-mast- head, which the frigate was repeating, and 
transmitting to the flag-ship of the commander-in-chief. 
Bluewater was so familiar with all the ordinary signals, that 
it was seldom ho had recourse to his book for the explana- 
tions; and, in the present instance, he saw at once that it was 
the Active's Dumber that was shown. Other signals, how- 
ever, followed, which it surpassed the rear-admiral's know- 
ledge to read, without assistance; from all which he was 
satisfied that the si ranger bi'oiigh' intelligence of importance, 
and which could only be understood by referring to the 
private signal-book. 

While these facts were in the course of occurrence, the 
coach arrived to convey Mrs. Diitton and Mildred to the 
Hall. Bluewater now p resented himself to the ladies, and 
was received as kindly as they hud separated from him a 
lew hours before; nor were the latter displeased at hearing 
be was to be their companion hack to the dwelling of Sir 
IVycherly. 

" I fear this summons bedes evil tidings,'" said Mrs. But- 
ton ; "ho would hardly think of desiring to see us, unless 
something quite serious were on his mind ; and the messen- 
ger said he was no better." 

" We shall learn all, my dear lady, when we reach the 
Hall," returned Bluewater ; " and the sooner we reach it, 
the sooner our doubts will be removed. Before we enter 
the carriage, let me make you acquainted with my young 
friend, Lord Geoffrey Oievehtnd, whom ! have presumed to 
invite to he of the party." 

The handsome yoaiifr midshipman was well received, 
though Mrs. Button had been too much accustomed, in early 
life, to see people of condition, to betray the same deference 
as her husband for the hoy's rank. The ladies occupied, as 
usual, the hind seat of the coach, leaving that in front In 
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their male (companions. The arrangement aocidriiua'W 
brought Mildred and the midshipman opposite each other ; a 
circumstance that soon attracted (In; attention of the admi. 
ral, in a way that was a little odd ; if not remarkable. 
There is a charm in youth, that no other period of life pos- 
sesses ; infancy, with \h; helpless beauty, scarcely seizing 
upon the imagination and senses with ;ui equal force. Both 
the young persons in question, possessed this advantage in 
a high degree ; and had there been no other peculiarity, the 
sight might readily have proved pleasing to one of Biuewa- 
ler's benevolence and truth of keeling. The boy was turned 
of sixteen ; an ago in Eng";ind when youth does not yet pu' 
on the appearance of manhood; and he retained all the 
evidences of a guy, generous boyhood, rendered a little 
piquant, by the dash of archness, roguery, and fun, that & 
man-of-war is tolerably certain to impart to a lad of spirit. 
Nevertheless, his countenance retained an expression oi 
ingenuousness and of sensitive feeling, that was singularly 
striking in one of his sex, and which, in spile of her beauty 
of feature, hair, and complexion, formed the strongest 
attraction in the loveliness of Mildred ,- that expression, 
which had so much struck and charmed lilucwatcr — haunted 
him, we might add — since i.he previous day, by appearing 
so familiar, even while so extraordinary, and for which he 
had been unable to recollect a counterpart. As she now 
sat, face to face with Lord Geoffrey, to his great surprise, 
the rear-admiral found much of the same character of this 
very expression in the handsome boy, as in the lovely 
girl. It is true, the look of ingenuousness and of sensitive 
feeling, was far less marked in young Cleveland, than in 
Mildred, and there was little general resemblance of feature 
or countenance between the two; still, the first was to be 
found in both, and so distinctly, as to he easily traced, when 
placed in so close contact. Geoflrey Cleveland had the re- 
putation of being iiUe his mother ; and, furnished with this 
clue, the fact suddenly flashed on R J ue wafer's mind, that the 
being whom Mildred so neariy and strikingly resembled, 
was a deceased sister of the Duchess, and a beloved cousin 
of his own. Miss Tied worth, the young lady in question, 
had long been dead ; but, all who had known her, retained 
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the most pleasing imp regions equally of her charms of 
person and of mind. Between her and Bluewater there had 
existed a tender friendship, in which, however, no shade of 
passion had mingled ; a cireum^aneo thai, was in part owing 
to the difference in their years, Captain Bluewater having 
been nearly twice his young relative's age : and in part, pro- 
bably, to the invincible manner in which the latter seemed 
wedded to his profession, and his ship. Agnes Hedwort.h, 
notwithstanding, had been very dear to our sailor, from a 
variety of causes, — far more so, than her sister, the Duchess, 
though she was a favourite — rmrl the rear-admiral, when his 
mind glanced rapidly through the chain of association, that 
traced the accidental resemblance of Mildred to this esteemed 
object, had a sincere tlcilght in finding he had thus been 
unconsciously attracted by one whoso every look and smile 
now forcibly reminded him of the countenance of a being 
whom, in her day, he had thought so near perfection. This 
delight, however, was blended with sadness, on various ac- 
counts; and the shot-' excursion proved to be so melancholy, 
(hat no one was sorry when it terminated. 



CHAPTER XII. 



Evert appearance of the ;olly negligence which had been 
so characteristic of life at Wydu.'couibe-I'hdl, had vanished, 
when the old coach drew up in the court, to permit the 
party it had brought from the st.anon to alight. As no one 
was expected but Mrs. Dtit.ron avid her daughter, not even a 
footman appeared to open the door of the carriage; the 
vulgar-minded usually revenging their own homage to the 
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powerful, by muni [biting as many slights as possible lo the 
weak. Gal ley «o Id. the new-comers oui, and, consequently, 
he was the first person of whom inquiries warn made, as to 
the state of things in the house. 

"Well," said Admiral likiewator, looking earnestly at 
the steward; "how is Sir Wycherly, and what ij the 
news 1" 

" Sir Wycherly is still on the doctors list, your honour; 
and I expects his case is set down as a hard 'un. We 's as 
well as caa be ex peeled, and altogether hi good heart. Sir 
Jarvy turned out with the sun, thof he didn't turn in 'till 
the middle-watch was half gone — or two bells, as they rails 
'em aboard this house — four bells, as we should say in the 
old Planter — -and chickens, I hears, has riz, a shillin' a 
head, since our first boat landed." 

" It 's a melancholy business, Mrs. Dutton ; I fear there 
can be little hope." 

"Yes it's all that, Admiral Blue," continued Galleygo, 
fo'.lowiii'.: the ].iar'.y into the house, no one but himself hear- 
ing a word he uttered; "and 'twill be worse, afore it's 
any better. They tells me notaries has taken a start, too; 
anil, as all the b'ys of all the young gentlemen in the flee 
is out, like so many wild locusts of tlegypt, I expects no 
thing better than as our mess will face as bad as sogers oi 

In the hall, Tom Wycheoombe, and his namesake, th- 
lieutenant, met the parly. From the formal despondency oi 
the first, everything they apprehended was confirmed. Tto 
last, however, was more cheei'ioL and not altogether withou 
hope ; as ho did not hesitate openly to avow. 

" For myself, I confess I think Sir Wycherly much bet 
ter," he said ; " although the opinion is not sanctioned b; 
that of the medical men. His desiring to see these ladies i 
favourable; and then cheering news for him has beet 
brought back, already, by the messenger sent, only eigh 
hours since, for his kinsman, Sir Reginald Wychecombe 
He has sensibly revived- since that repor' was brought in." 

"Ah! my dear namesake," rejoined Tom, shaking his 
head, mournfully : -you cannot know my beloved uncle's 
constitution and feelings as well as I ! Rely on it, the medi- 
cal men are right ; and your hopes deceive you. Tho 
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sending for Mrs. Dutton and Miss Mildred, both of wham 
my honoured undo respects and esteems, looks more like 
leave-taking than anything crssc ; and, as to Sir Reginald 
Wycheeombc, — though a relaiive, beyond a question, — I 
think there has been some mistake in sending for him ; since 
he is barely an aeqiraiulan.ee of the older braneh of the 
family, aad In: is of llie ball-blood." 

"Half what, Mr. Thorns- Wycherarnbe V demanded 
the vice-admiral so suddeo.lv, behind the speaker, as to 
cause all to start; Sir Oc-vaise having hastened to meet 'the 
ladies and his friend, as soon as he knew of their arrival. 
" 1 ask pardon, sir, ibr my abrupt inquiry ; but, as /was 
the means of sending ibr Sir lleginald Wychccombe, I feel 
an interest in knowing his exact relationship to my host?" 

Tom started, and even paled, at this sudden question ; 
then the colour rushed into his temples; he became calmer, 
and replied. 

" HiOi'-iilociI. Sir G'ervaiso," he said, steadily. "This is 
an affinity that puts a person altogether out of the line of 
succession; and, of course, removes any necessity, or wish, 
to see Sir Reginald." 

" Half-blood — hey ! Atwood V muttered the vice-admiral, 
turning away towards his secretary, who had followed him 
downstairs. "This may be the solution, after all! Do 
you happen to know what half-Wood means? It cannot 
signify that Sir Reginald comes from one of those, who have 
no father— all their ancestry con^s'.ing only of a mother?" 

"I should think, not, Sir Gervaisc ; in that case, Sir 
Reginald would scarcely be considered of so honourable a 
lineage, as he appears to be. I have not the smallest idea, 
sir, what half-blood means; and, perhaps, it may not be 
amiss to inquire of the medical gentlemen. Magrath is up 
stairs ; possibly he can tell us." 

" I rather think it has something to do with the law. If 
this out-of-the-way place, now, could furnish even a lubberly 
attorney, we might learn all about it. Harkee, Atwood; 
you must stand by to make Sir Wyeherly's will, if he says 
anything more about it — have you got the heading all writ- 
ten out, as I desired." 

"It is quite ready, Sir Gorvaise — beginning, as usual, 
1 In the name of God, Amen.' I have even ventured so far 
16 
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lis to describe I ho Senator's stylo and residence, &c. &c. — 
'I, Sir Wycherly Wyeheeornbe, Bait., of Wj'cbecombe 
Mall, Devon, do raab and declare this to bo my last will 
and testament, &e. (Ve.' Nothing is warning but the devises, 
as the lawyers cull them. 1 can manage a will, well enough, 
Sir Gervaise, I believe. One of mine has been in the courts, 
now, these five years, and they tell me it sticks there, as 
well as if it had been drawn in the Middle Temple." 

" Ay, I know your skill. Still, there can be no harm in 
just asking Mngral.b : Ibougb 1 think it must he law, after 
all ! Run up and ask him, Atwood, and bring me the 
answer in the rinnving-room, where I see Bluewater has 
gone with his convoy ; and— harkee — tell the surgeons to 
let us know the ms'.ant (he pulieni says anything about his 
temporal affairs. The twenty thousand in the funds are 
his, to do what ho pleases with ; let the land be tied up, as 

While this " aside, " was going on in the hall, Bluewater 
and the rest of the parly hurl entered a small parlour, that 
was in constant use, still conversing oft.be state of Sir Wy- 
cherly. As all of them, but the two young men, were 
ignorant of the nature of the message to Sir Reginald 
Wycheeombe, and of the intelligence in connection with 
that gentleman, which had just been received, Mrs. Dutton 
had ventured to ask an explanation, which was given by 
Wycherly, with a readiness that proved he felt no appre- 
hensions on the subject. 

" Sir Wycherly desired to see his distant relative, Sir 
Reginald," said the lieutenant; "and the messenger who 
was sent to request his attendance, fortunately learned from 
a post-boy, that the Hertfordshire baronel, in common with 
irony oiber gen lie men. is travelling in the west, just at this 
ninraeu! ; and that he slept last night, at a house only 
twenty miles distant. The express reached him several 
howl's since, and an answer has been receiver!, informing us 
that we may expect io see him, in an hour or tvyo." 

Thus much was relator! by Wycherly ; but, we may add 
that Sir Reginald Wychecombe was a Catholic, as- it 
was then usual to term the Urntiiinist.s, and in secret, a Ja- 
cobite ; and, in common with many of that religions persua- 
sion, he was: down in the west, to see if a rising could not 
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be organized in thai pari of the kingdom, as a diversion to 
any attempt to repel the young Pretender in the north. As 
the utmost caution was used by the conspirators, this fact 
was not even suspected by any who were not in the secret 
of the whole proceeding. Understanding that his relation 
was an inefficient old man, Sir I'.eginald, himself an active 
and sagacious intriguer, hue! approached thus near to the 
old paternal residence <>i' his family, in order to ascertain if 
his own name and descent might not aid him in obtaining 
levies among the ancient tenantry of the estate. That day 
he had actually intended to appear at Wychecombe, dis- 
guised, and under an assumed name, lie proposed venturing 
oil this step, because circumstances put it in his power, to 
give what he thought would be received as a sufficient 
excuse, should his conduct excite comment. 

Sir Reginald Wychecombe was a singular, but by no 
means an unnatural compound of management and integrity. 
His position as a Papist had disposed him te intrigue, while 
his position as one proscribed by religious hostility, had dis- 
posed him tu be a Papist. Thousands are made men of 
activity, and even of importance, by persecution and pro- 
scription, who would pass through lili; quietly and unno- 
ticed, if the meddling hand of human forethought did not 
force them into situations that awaken their hostility, and 
quicken their powers. This gentleman was a firm believer 
in all the traditions of his church, though his learning ex- 
tended little beyond his missal ; and lie put the most implicit 
reliance on the absurd, because improbable, fiction of the 
Nag's Head consecration, without having even deemed it 
necessary to look into a particle of that testimony by which 
alone such a controversy could he decided. In a word, he 
was an instance of what, religious intolerance has ever done, 
ant! will probably for ever continue to do, with so wayward 

Apart from this weakness, Sir Reginald Wychecombe had 
both a shrewd and an inquiring mind. Ills religion ho lefl 
very much to the priests ; but of his temporal affairs he as- 
sumed a careful and prudent, supervision. He was much 
richer limn the head of the lamiiy ; but, while he had no 
meannesses connected with money, he had no objection to 
be the possessor of the old family estates. Of his own rela- 
12 
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tion to fhe head of this family, ho was perfectly aware, and 
thf! oi renins' unco of the haif-biocd, with ail its loyal eonse- 
queaces, was no secret to him. Sir Reginald Wyche- 
combo was not a man to be so situated, without having 
recourse to all proper means, hi order, as it has become the 
fashion of the day 10 express it, " to define his position." 
By means of a shrewd attorney, if" not of his own religions, 
ai least of his own political opinions, he had iiscer:uiiicd the 
fact, and this from the mouth of Martha herself, that Baron 
Wychccombe had never married; and that, consequently, 
Tom mid his brothers were no more heirs at law to tlio 
Wyehecumbe estate, than he was ill his own nerson. He 
fully understood, loo. that there was no heir at law; ana 
that the lands must escheat, unless the present owner made 
a will ; and So this last act, his precise informuliuii toM him 
that Sir Wycheriy had an unconquerable reluctance. Under 
such circumstances, it is not at all surprising, that when the 
Hertfordshire baronet was thus unexpectedly summoned to 
the bed-side ol" his distant kinsman, he inferred '.hat his own 
claims wore ;U length to be tardily acknowdedged, and that 
he wa; about to be put in possession of the eslal.es of his 
legitimate ancestors. It is still loss wonderful, that, believ- 
ing this, he promptly promised to lose no time in obeying 
the summons, detenu i if ng momentarily to forget his political, 
in order to look a hub after his personal interests. 

The reader will understand, of course, that all these details 
were unknown to ibe inmate;- of the flail, beyond the fac: 
of the expected arrival of Sir Uoginald Wychccombe, and 
that of the circumstance of the half-blood; which, in its 
true bou ring, was known alone to Tom. Their thoughts 
were directed towards the situation of their host, and little 
was said, or iloue, that had not ins immediate condition lot 
the object. It being understood, however, (hat the surgeons 
kept the sick chamber closed against all visiters, a silent and 
melancholy breakfast was taken by tiie whole party, in 
waiting for the moment when they might be admitted. 
When ibis cheerless meal was ended, Kir Gervaise desired 
Bluewater to follow him to his room, whither he led the way 
in person. 

"It is possible, certainly, that Vervillm is out,*' com- 
menced the vice-admiral, when they were alone ; " but wa 
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shall know more about it, when the cutter gets in, and 
reports. You saw nothing but her number, I think you told 
me?" 

" She was at work wi 
head-land ; of course 1 w 

" That Vervillin is a good fellow," returned Sir Gervaise, 
rubbing his hands ; a way he had when much pleased ; " and 
has stuff in him. He lias thirteen two -tin eked ships, Dick, 
and that will be one apiece for our captains, and a spare 
one for each of our flags. I believe there is no three-decker 
in thai squadron V 

" There you 've made a sm;\U mis'ake, Sir Gervaise, as 
the Comte dc Vervillin had his /lag in ;he largest three- 
decker of France ; le Bourbon 120. The rest of his ships 
are like our own, though much fuller manned." 

" Never mind, Blue — never mind : — we '11 put two on the 
Bourbon, and try to make our frigates of use. Besides, you 
have a knack at keeping :.he doe; so compact, that it is nearly 
a single battery." 

" May I venture to ask, then, if it 's your intention to go 
out, should the news by the Active prove to be what you 
anticipate V 

Sir Gervaise cast a quick, dis'nisti'n] glance at the other, 
anxious to read the motive lor me question, at the same time 
that he did not wish to belray his own feelings ; then he 
uppniircd lo mixiitalo on the answer. 

"It is not quite agreeable to lie here, chafing our cables, 
with a French squadron roving (lie channel," he said ; " but 
I rather think it's my duty to wait for orders from the 
Admiralty, under present circumstances." 

" Do you expect my lords will semi you through the 
Straits of Dover, lo blockade the Frith 1" 

" If they do, Biuewater, I shall hope for your company. 
I trust, a ni«hi.'s res', bus giver: von diiR'i'cm views of what 
ought to be a seaman's duty, when his country is at open 
war with her ancient and rao-l powerful enemies." 

" It is the prerogative of] lie crown to declare war, Oakes. 
No one but a lawful, sovereign can make a lawful war." 

" Ay, here come vom- cm-sod distinctions about dejure and 
dc facto, again. By the way, Dick, you are something of 
16* 
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a sche'ar— can you tell me what is understood by calling a 
man a nullus V 

Admiral Diuewater, who had taken his usual lolling atti- 
tude in the most comfortable chair he could find, while his 
more mercurial friend kept [inciug- the room, now raised his 
head in surprise, ibllowing the quick motions of (he other, 
with his eyes, as if he doubted whether lie had rightly heard 
the question. 

"It's plain English, is it not? — or plain Latin, if you 
will — what is menu! by railing a man a nullus?" repeated 
Sir Gervaise, observing the other's manner. 

" The Latin is plain enough, certainly," returned Blue- 
water, smiling; " you surely do not mean nullus, nulla, 
nullum ?" 

" Exactly that — you 've hit it to a gender. — Nullus, nulla, 
nullum. No man, no woman, no tliiii^. Masculine, femi- 
nine, neuter." 

" I never heard the saying. If ever used, it must be some 
silly play on sounds, and mean a numskull — or, perhaps, a 
(ling at a fellow's position, by sa\ ing he is a ' nobody.' Who' 
the deuce has been calling another a nu'tlns, in the presence 
of the commander-in-chief of the southern squadron V 

" Sir Wyeherly Wychecombe — our unfortunate host, 
here : the poor man who is on his death-bed, on this very 
floor." 

Agam Bluewater raised his head, and once more his eye 
sought the face of his friend. Sir Gcrvaise had now stopped 
short, with his bands crossed behind his back, looking in- 
tently at the other, in expectation of the answer. 

" I thought it miirht bo some difficulty from the fleet- 
some silly lellow comphining of another still more silly for 
Using such a word. Sir Wyeherly ! — the poor man's mind 
must have failed htm." 

" I rather think not; if it has, there is 'method in his 
madness,' for he persevered, most surprisingly, in the use 
of the term. His nephew, Tom Wychecombe, the presump- 
tive heir, he insists on it, is a nullus; while this Sir Regi- 
nald, who is expected to arrive evci'v instant, he says is only 
half—or half-blood, as it has since been explained to us." 

" I am afriid this nephew will prove to be anything bu! 
nullus, when he succeeds to the estate and title," answered 



Hosiec by Google 



Bluewater, gravely. " A more sinister-looking scoundrel, 
I never laid eyes on." 

" That is just my way of thinking ; and not in the least 
[ike rlii' family." 

"This matter oi'likenesses is not easily explained, Oakes, 
We see parents and children without any visible resemblance 
(o each other ; and (hen wo iind startling Ukenesses between 
utter si rangers." 

" Bachelor's children may h<: in that predicament, cer- 
tainly ; but I should think low others. I never yet studied 
a child, that I did not find .some resemblance to both parents : 
covert and only transitory, perhaps; but a likeness so dis- 
tinct as to establish the. relationship. What an accursed 
chance it is, that, our noble young lieutenant should have no 
claim on this old buronet ; while this d — — d nullus is both 
heir at law, and heir of entail ! I never took half as much 
interest in any other man's estate, as I lake in the succession 
to this of our poor host!" 

"There you are mistaken, Oakes; you took more in 
mine; for, when I made a will in your own favour, and 
gave it to you to road, yon tore it in two, and threw it over- 
board, with your own hand." 

" Ay, that was an act of lawful authority. As your supe- 
rior, I countermanded that will I I hope you've made 
another, and given your money, as I told you, to your 
cousin, the Viscount." 

"I did, but that will has shared the fate of the first. It 
appearing to me, that we are touching on serious times, and 
Bluewater being rich already, 1 destroyed the devise in hi; 
favour, and made a new one, this very morning. As yoi 
aro my executor, as usual, it may be well to let you knov 

" Dick, you have not been mad enough to cut off the heas 
of your own family — your own flesh and blood, as it migh 
he — to leave the few thousands you own, to this mad adven 
ttircr in Scotland !" 

Bluewater smiled at tins evidence of the familiarity of his 
friend with his own way of thinking and lecling; and, for 
a single instant, he reercttcd that ho had not put his firs' 
intention in force, in order ihn* the conformity of views might 
have been still more perfect ; but, putting a hand in his pocket, 
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he drew out the document itself, and leaning forward, gavr 
it carelessly to Sir Gervaise. 

" There is the will ; .ami lit looking it over, you will know 
what I 've done," he said. " 1 wish you would keep it ; for 
if ' misery makes us acquainted with strange, bed -fellows,' 
revolutions reduce us, oilcn, to strange plights, and the pape> 
will be safer with you than with me. Of course, you wil 1 
keep my secret, until the proper time to reveal it shal' 

The vice-admiral, who know that ins had no direct interest 
in his friend's disposition of his properly, took the will, with 
a good deal of curiosity to aseerl.ahi its provisions. So short 
a testament was soon read ; ami his eye rested intently op 
the paper until it had taken in the las! word. Then his hand 
dropped, and he regarded P.lucwater with a surprise hf 
neither affected, nor wished to conceal. He did not doub! 
his friend's sanity, hut he greatly questioned his discretion. 

"This is a very simple, hut a very ingenious arrange 
men t, to disturb the order of society," lie said ; "and to 
convert a very modest, ami unpretending, though Ic-vely girl, 
into a forward and airs-taking old woman ! What is this 
Mildred Dutton to you, that you should bequeath to her 
£30,000 ?" 

" She is one of the meekest, most, ingenuous, purest, and 
loveliest, of her meek, ingenuous, pure, and lovely sex, 
crushed to the earth by the curse of a brutal, drunken 
father; and, I am resolute to sec that this world, for once, 
aiibid some com pen nation C.;v its mvv\ miseries." 

" Neverdouhl thai, Richard ISiuewater ; never doubt that. 
So certain is vice, or crime, to bring its own punishment in 
this liie, that, one may well question if any other hell is 
needed. And, depend en it, your meek, modest Ingenuous- 
ness, in its turn, will not go unrewarded." 

" Quite true, so far ns the spirit is concerned; but, I mean 
to provide a little for the comfort of the body. Ton retnem. 
ber Agnes Hedworth, I take it for granted V 

" Remember her I — out of all question. Had the war left 
me leisure for making love, she was the only woman I ever 
knew, who could have brought me to her feet — 1 mean as a 
dog, Dick." 

" Do you see no resemblance between her and this Mil- 
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tired Dulion? It is in the expression rather than in tho 
features — but, it is the expression which alone denotes the 
character."' 

"By George, you're right, Bluewatcr; anil this relieves 
me from some endianjissmenl 1 've [<■.■] t about that very ex- 
pression of which you speak. Shi; is like poor Agnes, who 
became a saint earlier than any of us could have wished. 
Living or dead, Agnes I ledworth inns! bo an angel ! You 
were fonder of her, than of any other woman, I believe. 
At one time, ( thought, j ou might propose ihf her hand." 

" It was not thai, sort of auection, and you could not have 
known her private history, or you would not have fancied 
this. I was so situated In the way of relatives, that Agues, 
though only the child of a cousin-germrm, was the nearest 
youthful female relative I had on earth ; and I regarded her 
more as a sister, than as a creature who could ever become 
my wife. She was sixteen years my junior; and by the 
time she had become old enough lo marry, I was accus- 
tomed to think of her only as one destined for another sta- 
tion. The same foding existed as to her sister, the Dtxhess, 
though in a greatly lessened degree." 

" Poor, sweet Agnes !■ — and it is on account of this acci- 
dental resemblance, thai you have determined to make the 
daughter of a drunken saciog-master your heiress V 

"Not altogether so; the will was drawn before I was 
conscious that the likeness existed. Still, it has probahty, 
unknown to myself, greatly disused me to view her with 
favour. But, Gerealse, Agnes herself was not fairer in 

Sirson, or more lovely in mind, than this very Mildred 
ution." 

" Well, you hnve not. been accusle^;:d f.-. regard h.rr a;; 
a sister; and slit; has become marriageable, without there 
having been any oppo-tuniiy ibr your regarding her as so 
peculiarly siicred, Hick \" returned tar Gervaise, half sup- 
pressing a smile as he threw a quiet glance at his friend. 

" You know this to he idle, Oakes. Seine one must in- 
herit my money ; my brother is long since deal ; even poor, 
poor Agnes is gone ; her sister don't need it , Bluewater is ' 
an over-rich bachelor, Ti.l ready ; you won't take it, and what 
better can I do with it? If you could have seen the cruel 
manner in which the spirits of both mother and daughter 
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were crushed to the earth last night, by that beast of a hus- 
band and fa-her, yon would have li'li a desire to relieve their 
misery, even though it had cost you Bowldcro, and half 
your money in i ho funds." 

" Umph ! Bowlijoro hiss boon in my family five centuries, 
and is likely to remain there, Master Blue water, five more; 
unless, indeed, your dashing i'retender should succeed, and 
take it away by confiscation." 

"There, again, was another inducement. Should I leave 
my cash to a rich person, and should eiiai.iee put me on the 
wrong side in this struggle, the king, de facto, would get i! 
all ; whereas, even a German would not have the heart to 
rob a poor creature like Mildred o!" her support," 

" The Scotch are notorious for bowels, in such matters! 
Well, have it your own way, Dick. It *s of no great moment 
what you do with your prize-money ; though I had supposed 
k would fall into the hands of this buy, Geoffrey Cleveland, 
who is no disci-edit to your blood." 

" He will have a hundred thousand pomids, at five-and- 
twenty, that were left hive by old Lady Greenfield, his great- 
aunt, and that is more than he will know what to do with. 
But, enough of this. Have you received further tidings from 
the north, during the night e" 

" Not a syllable. This is a retired part of the country ; 
and half Scotland mk'.ht lie capsized in one of its loughs, 
and we not know of it, for a week, down here in Devonshire. 
Should I get no intelligence or orders, in the nest thirty-six 
hours, I think of posting up to London, leaving you in coin. 
mnml of the fleet." 

" That may not be wise. You would scarcely confide so 
important a trust, in such a crisis, to a man of my political 
feelings — I will not say opinions; since yon attribute all to 
sentiment." 

"I would confide my life and honour fo you, Richard 
Blue water, with the utmost confidence in the security of 
both, so long as it depended on your own acts or inclinations. 
We must first see, however, what news live Active brines 
us; for, if dc Vervillin is really out, I shall assume that 
the duty of an English sailor is to bent a Frenchman, before 
all other considerations." 

"If he can" drily observed the other, raising his right 
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leg so high us lo place the fool on the top of un old-fashioned 
ehair ; an effort thai lictirly br-jiiyht his back in a horizontal 

" I am far from rognt'dinj; it as a matter of course, Admi- 
ral Blue water j but, it has Ikwi done sufficiently often, to 
render it an event of no very violent -poxdlrility. Ah, here 
is Magralh to toil us tlio c.oni.Ulion of his patient." 

The surgeon of the Flanta genet entering the room, at 
that moment, the conversation was instantly changed, 

" Well, Magrath," said Sir Gervaisc, stopping suddenly 
in his quarter-deck pace ; " what news of the poor man 1" 

" He is reviving, Admis-al Oakes,' : returned the phlegma- 
tic surgeon; " but it is like; the gleaming of sunshine that 
streams through clouds, as the groat luminary sets behind 
the hills — " 

" Oh ! hang your poetry, doctor ; let us have nothing but 
plain inaltoL--of-ii!'.:l, this morning." 

" Weil then, Sir Cerv;i.ise, as commander-in-chief, you '11 
he obeyed, I' think. Sir Wye her! y Wyehecombe is suffering 
under an attack of apoplexy — or tzttorttofeti, as the Greeks 
had it. The diagnosis ol" the disease is not easily mistaken, 
though it has its affinities as well as other maladies. The 
ap.il icatioos fin- Li.ii.it, <a- arthritis— sometimes produce apo- 
plexy ; though fine disease is seated in ibe heiid, while t.ho 
other usually takes refuge in the feet. Ye 'II understand 
this the more readily, gentlemen, when ye reflect that as a 
thief is chased from one hiding-piace, ho commonly en- 
deavours to get into another. 1 much misgive the prudence 
of the phlebotomy ye practised among vo, on the first sum- 
mons to the patient." 

" What the d — I docs the man mean by phlebotomy V 
exclaimed Sir Gcrvaiso, who had an aversion to medicine, 
and knew scarcely any of the commonest terms of practice, 
though expert in bleeding. 

" 1 'm thinking it 's what you and Admiral Biuewater so 
freely administci' to Mis Majeslv's enemies, whenever ye fall 
in with 'em at sea ;— he-he-he — " answered Ma grath, chuck- 
ling at his own humour ; which, as the quantity was small, 
wa.sall the bettor in quality. 

" Surely he does not mean powder and shot ! We give 
tile French shot, Sir Wycherly bus not been shot?' 
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"Varra true, Sir Gervaise, but ye've let him blood, 
amang ye: a measure I hat. has been somi-what preceepitately 
practised, t 've my misgivings !" 

" Now, any old woman can lull us bettor than that, doc- 
tor. Blood- letting is the every-day remedy for attacks of 
this sort." 

" I do not dispute the dogmas of elderly persons of the 
other sex, Sir Gervaise, or your every-day remedia. If 
' every-day" doctors would save life and alleviate pain, 
diplomas would be unnecessary ; and \vc might, all of us, 
practise on the principle of the ' dc'el tak' the hindmaist,' 
as ye did yoursd', Kir Gervaise, when ye cut and skish'd 
amang the Dons, in boarding Ml Lirio. I was there, ye '11 
both remember, gentlemen ; and was obleeged to sew up the 
gashes ye made with your own irreverent and ungodly 
hands." 

This speech referred to one of the most desperate, hand- 
to-hand struggles, in which the two flag-officers had ever 
been engaged ; and, as it ailbrded Ilium the means of exhi- 
biting their personal gallantry, when quite young men, both 
usually looked back upon the exploit with great self-com- 
placency ; Sir Gervaise, in particular, his friend having 
often declared since, that >.%\ay ought to have been laid on 
the shelf for life, as a (iunishment for risking their men in 
> mad an enterprise, though it did prove to he brilliantly 



" That was an aiiiiir in which one might engage at twenfy- 
two, Magrath," observed likiewatcr ,' " but which he ought 
to hesitate about thinking of e von, alter thirty." 

" I 'd do it again, this blessed day, if you would give us 
q chance!" exclaimed Sir Gervaise, striking the back of 
one hand- into the palm of the other, with a sudden energy, 
that showed how much he was excited by the mere recollec- 
tion of the scene. 

" That w'ud ye !— that w'ud ye i" said Magrath, growing 
more and more Scotch, as he warmed in the discourse; 
" ye 'd board a mackerel-hoy, rather than not have an en- 
gagement. Ye'r a varra capital vice-admiral of the red, 
Kir Gervaise, but I 'm judging ye 'd mak' a varra indceferent 
ll»blolly-boy." 

" Bluewafer, I shall be compelled to change ships with 
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you, in order to got rid of the old stand-by's of the Planta- 
genefs ! They stick to me like leeches ; and have got to be 
so familiar, that thov criticise ail my order.';, find don't more 
than half obey them, in the bargain." 

" No one will eriueise your nautical commands, Sir Ger- 
vaise ; though, in the way of the healing airt,— science, it 
should be called — ye 're no mair to be trusted, than one of 
the young gentlemen. 1 'm told ye drew ye 'r lancet on 
this poor gentleman, as ye'd draw ye'r sword on an 
enemy 1" 

" I did, indeed, sir; though Mr. Uolhovham had rendered 
the application of the instrument unnecessary. Apoplexy 
is a rushing of the blood to the head ; and by diminishing 
the (juaiifity in the veins of the arms or temples, you lessen 
the pressure on the brain." 

" Just layman';; practice, sir — just layman's practice. Will 
ye tell me now if the patient's face was red or white 1 Every- 
thing depends on that; which is the true diagnosis of the 
malady." 

"Red, I think; was it not, Bluewateri Red, like old 
port, of which I fancy the poor man had more than his 

" Weel, in that case, you were not so varra wrong ; but, 
they tell me his countenance was pallid and death-like ; in 
which case ye came near lo committing murder. There is 
one principle 'Lai controls the diagnosis of all cases of apo- 
plexy among ye'r true conn'ry gentlemen — and that is, that 
the system is reduced and enfeebled, by habitual devotion to 
the decanter. In such attacks ye eanua' do warse, than to 
let blood. Rut, I'll no be hard upon you, Sir Gervaise; 
and. so we '11 drop the subject — though, truth to say, I do 
not admire your poaching 1 on my manor. Sir Wycherly is 
materially better. u\w expresses, as well as a man who has 
not the use of his tongue, run express a thing, his besetting 
desire to make his last will and testament. In ordinary 
cases of apople.ru: , it is good practice to oppose this craving; 
though, as it is my firm opinion that nothing can save the 
patient's life, I do not set myself against the measure, in 
this particular case. Thar' was a curious discussion at. 
Edinbvo', in my youth, gentlemen, on the question whether 
the considerations connected with, the disposition of the pro- 
17 
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ucrty, or tho considerations connected with the patient's 

liciiltji, o'.tgh - to preponderate in the physician's mind, when 
it might be reasonably doubted whether the act of making u 
will, would or would not essentially afreet the nervous system, 
and otherwise derange tho functions of tho body. A very 
pretty argument, in excellent 1-Jdiubi'o' Latin, was made on 
each side of the question. I think, on the whole, the physicoa 
had tho best o' it ; for they could show a plausible present 
evil, as opposed to a possible remote good." 

" Has SirWyeherly mentioned ray name this morning V 
asked the vice-admiral, wiih interest. 

"He has, indeed, Sir (.iervnise ; and that in a way so 
manifestly connected with his will, that I 'm opining ye '1! 
no be forgotten in the legacies. The name of Bluewater 
was in his mouth, also." 

"In which ca.se no time should be lo.st ; for, never before 
have I felt half the interest in the disposition of a stranger's 
estate. Hark I Are not tiio.se wheels ralt'lmg in the court- 
yard ?" 

" Ye'r senses are most pairfeet, Sir Gervatse, and thai 
] 've always said was one reason why ye'r so great an ad- 
miral," returned Magrath. " Mind, only one, Sir Gervaise i 
for many qualities united, are neeessnry to make a truly 
great man. I see a middle a -'•- 1 -' gentleman alighting, and 
servants around him, who wear the same liveries as those 
of this house. Home relative, no doubt, come to look after 
the legacies, also." 

"This must be Sir Reninaid W ychecombc ; it may not 
be amiss if we go lorwafd to receive him, Bluewater." 

At this suggestion, the rear-admiral drew in his legs, 
which had not changed their posi'i'in on aecount of the pres- 
ence of the surgeon, arose, and followed Sir Gervaise, as 
the latter left the room. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

"Video, et gaudeo." 

Nathaniel et Huhferneo. 

Tom Wyciiecg">i:t:u had experienced an uneasiness ihttt 
it is unnecessary to explain, ever since he learned that his 
reputed undo had sent a messenger to bring the " hnlf- 
biood" to the Hall. From the; moment he got a clue to the 
fact, he took sufficient pains to ascertain what was in the 
wind; and when Sir Reginald W'yobecombe entered the 
house, the first person he mot was this spurious supporter 
of the honours of his name, 

" Sir Reginald VV'ycheeoinbe, I p resurr ie, from the arms 
and Ihe liveries," said Tom, endeavouring to assume the 
man nc r of a host. " It is grntcful to find that, though wo 
are separated by quite lira centuries, all the usages and the 
bearings of the family are equally pro-served and respected, 
by both its branches." 

"I am Sir Reginald Wydiecombe, sir, and endeavour 
not to forget the honourable anecs'ry from which I am 
derived. May. I ask what kinsman I have the pleasure now 
to meet j" 

" Mr. Thomas Wydiecombe, sir, at your command ; the 
eldest son of Sir Wycherly's nest brother, the late Mr. 
Baron Wye hecom lie. I trust, Sir Reginald, you have not 
considered us as so far removed in blood, as lo have entirely 
overlooked our births, marriages, and deaths." 

"I have not, sir," returned tin; baronet, drily, and with 
an emphasis that disturbed bis listener, though the cold, 
Jesuitical smile that accompanied the words, had the effect 
lo calm his vivid apprehensions. " All that relates to the 
house of Wycbocombo has interest in my eyes ; and I have 
endeavoured, successfully I trust, to ascertain all that relates 
to its births, man- iagv.s, and deaths. I greatly regret that 
the second time I enter this venerable dwelling, should be 
5 melancholy as (his, on which I am now 



-HoslecbyGoOgle 



196 THE TWO ADMIRALS. 

sHsi-ri^oTied. How is your respectable — how is Sir Wy- 

cherly VVyclice.ombo, I wish to say V 

There was sufficient in this answer, taken in connexion 
with the deliberate, guarded, and yet expressive manner of 
l.lie speaker, to make Tom exiremely uncouiLbrtable, though 
there was also sufficient to leave him in doubts as to hia 
namesake's true meaning. The words emphasized by the 
latter, were touched lightly, though distinctly; and the cold, 
artificial smile with which they were uttered, completely 
baflled the sagacity of a rogue, as common-place as the 
heir-expectant. Then the sudden change in the construc- 
tion of tlici last sonlenee, and the scbstimiion of the ne.me 
o!" ihe person mentioned, tor iho degree of allini'y in which 
he was supposed to stand to Tom, might be merely a rigid 
observance of the best, tone of society, or it might be equivo- 
cal. All Ihese little distinctions gleamed across the mind 
of Tom Wychecombe ; but that was not the moment to pur- 
sue the investigation. Courtesy required that he should 
make an immediate answer, which lie succeeded in doing 
steadily enough as to gencrr.il appearances, though his saga- 
cious and practised questioner perceived that his words had 
not failed of producing the impression fie hi ! ended ; for he 
had looked to their establishing a species of authority over 
the young man. 

" My honoured and beloved uncle has revived a little, they 
tell me," said Tom ; " but 1 fear those appearances are de- 
lusive. After eighty-four, death has a fearful hold upon 
its, sir! The worst of it is, ilia! my poor, dear uncle's mind 
is sensibly affected ; and it is quite impossible to get at any 
of his little wishes, in the way of memorials and messages — " 

" How then, sir, came Sir Wyehcrly to honour me with 
a. request to visit htm V demanded the ether, with an ex- 
tremely awkward pertinency. 

" I suppose, sir, he has succeeded in muttering your 
name, and that a natural construction has been put on its 
use, at such a moment. His will has been made some time, 
I understand ; -though 1. am ignorant of even the name of 
the executor, as it is closed in an envelope, and sealed with 
Kir Wych'jrly'.s arms. It cannot be, then, on account of a 
mil. Ilia; he lias wished lo see you. I rather think, as th« 
oext of the family, out of the direct line of succession, ha 
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may have ventured to name you as the executor tf the will 

iu existence, ;it!<l has thouylil it proper to nolil'y you of tha 
same." 

" Yes sir," returnee! Sir Reginald, in his usual cold, wary 
manner; " though it would huvc been more in conformity 
with usage, had ihe notification taken the form of a request 
lo serve, previously to making flu: testament. My letter 
was signed ' Gervaise Oakes," and, as they tell me a fleet is 
in the neighbourhood, I have supposed that the celebrated 
admiral of that name, has done lue tjie honour to write it." 

" You are not mistaken, sir ; Sir Gervaise Oaltes is in the 
house — ah — here he comes to receive you, accompanied bj 
Rear- Admiral Bluewater, whom the sailors call his main- 

The foregoing conversation had taken place in a little 
parlour that led off from the great hall, whither Tom had 
conducted his guest, and in which the two admirals now 
made their appearance. Introductions were scarcely neces- 
sary, the unilbrm and star — for in (hat age oflieiet's usually 
appeared in their robes — the uniform and star of Sir Ger- 
vaise at once proclaiming his rank and name; while, between 
Sir Reginald and Bluewater there existed a slight personal 
acquaintance, which had grown ou( of their covert, but deep, 
Jacobite sympathies. 

"Sir Gervaise Oakes," and "Sir Reginald Wyche- 
cotnbe," passed between 'he genllemen. with a hearty shake 
of the hand from the admiral, which was met by a cold touch 
of the fingers on the part of the other, that might, very well 
have passed for the great model of the sophisticated mani- 
pulation of the modern salute:, but which, in fact, was the 
result of tempera orient rather than of fashion. As soon as 
this ceremony was gone through, and a few brief expressions 
of courtesy were exchanged, Iho m;\v comer turned to Blue- 
water, with an air of greyer freedom, and continued — 

" And you, too, Sir li ledum; .liiucwatcr ! 1 rejoice to meet 
an acquaintance in this melancholy scene." 

" I am happy to see you, Sir Reginald ; though you have 
conferred on me a title to which I have no proper claim " 

" No! — the papers tell us that you have received one of 
the lately vacant red ribands 1" 
17* 
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" I bdlieve some such honour lias been in contempla- 

" Contemplation ! — I do assure you, sir, your name ia 
fairly and distinctly gazetted — as, by sending to my .car- 
riage, it will be in my power to show you. I am, then, the 
first to call you, Sir Richard," 

" Excuse me, -Sir Reginald — there is sorneJittle misappre- 
hension in this mailer ; I prefer to remain plain Rear-Ad- 
miral Lilucwatcr. in due season, all will be explained." 

The parties exchanged bolts, which, in times like those 
in winch they lived, were sulncicutly intelligible to both; 
and the conversation was insfiuilly changed. Before Sir 
Reginald relinquished the hand he held, however, he gave 
it a cordial squeeze, an intimation that was returned by a 
warm pressure from Bluewater. The party then began to 
converse of Sir Wychcrly, his actual condition, and his 
probable motive in desiring to see his distant kinsman. This 
motive, Sir Gcrvaise, regardless of the presence of Tom 
Wychccombe, declared to be a wish to make a will ; and, 
as he believed, the intention of naming Sir Reginald his 
executor, if not in some still more interesting capacity. 

" I understand Sir VVycherly has a considerable sum en- 
tirely at his own disposal," continued the vice-admiral; 
" and I confess I like to see a man remember his friends 
and servants, generously, in his last moments. The estate 
Is entailed, I hear; and I suppose Mr. Thomas Wychecombe 
here, will be none the worse for that precaution in his an- 
cestor; let the o-d gentleman do as he pleases with his 
savings." 

Sir Gervaise was so much accustomed to command, that 
he did not feel the singularity of bis own interference in the 
affairs of a family of whaf. might lie called strangers, though 
the circumstance struck .Sir Reginald, as a little odd. 
Nevertheless, the last had sufficient penetration to under- 
stand the vice-admiral's character at a glance. « n d the pecu- 
liarity made no lasting impression. When the allusion was 
made to Tom's succession, as a matter of cojrse, however, 
he cast a cold, but widierhu': look, at the reputed heir, which 
almost chilled the marrow in the bones of the jealous rogue. 

" Might I say a word to you, in your own room, Sir Ger- 
vaise?" asked Sir Reginald, in an aside. " These matters 
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ought not to be indecently hurried ; and I wish to under- 
stand the ground bettor, before I advance." 

This question was overheard by Rluewater ; who, begging 
the gentlemen to remain where they were, withdrew him- 
self, taking Tom Wyeiiecombe with him. As soon as they 
were alone, Sir Reginald drew from his companion, by 
questions warily but ingeniously put, a history of all that 
had occurred within the last twenty-four hours ; a know- 
.edge of the really helpless stale of Sir Wycherly, and of 
the manner in which he himself had been summoned, in- 
cluded. When satisfied, he expressed a desire to see the 

"By the way, Sir Reginald," said the vice-admiral, with 
his hand on the look of the door, arresting his own move- 
ment to put the question ; " I see, by your manner of ex- 
pressing yourself, that the law has not. been entirely over- 
looked in your education. Do you happen to know whai 
' half-blood' means 1 it is either a medical or a legal term, 
and I understand few but nautical." 

" You could not apply to any man in England, Sir Ger- 
vaise, better qualified to (ell you," answered the Hertford- 
shire baronet, smiling expressively. " I am a barrister of 
the Middle Temple, having been educated as a younger son, 
and having since succeeded on elder brother, at the age of 
twenty-seven ; and, I stand in the unfortunate relation of 
the * half-blood' myself, to this very estate, on which wo are 
now conversing." 

Sir Reginald then proceeded to explain the law to the 
other, as wo have already pointed it out to the riader; per- 
fiii-nfie; the duly succinctly, brit quite clearly. 

"Bless me !— bless me! Sir Reginald," exclaimed the 
direct- minded anil _/w si- minded sailor — " here must be some 
mistake 1 A fortieth cousin, or the king, take this estate be. 
fore yourself, though you are directly descended from all 
the old Wychecombes of the time* of the I'lantagencts !" 

" Such is the common law, Sir Gervaise. Were I Sii 
Wycherly's half-brother, or a son by a second wife of out 
n father, I could not take from him, although that 
n father had ea.vned the estate hy his own hands, or 

' This is damnable, sir — damnable — and you '11 pardon 
13 
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me, but I can hardly believe wo have such a. monstrous 
principle in the good, honest, well-moaning laws, of good, 
hones!, well-moaning old England 1" 

Sir Reginald was one of the lev,' lawyers of his lime, who 
did not recognize the vit'tne of ibis particular piovision of 
Ihe common law; a circumstance that probably arose from 
his having so small an interes! now in the mysteries of the 
profession, and so large, an interest in the family estate of 
Wychecombe, destroyed by its dictum. He was, conse- 
quently, less surprised, and not at all hurt, at the evident 
manner in which I he sailor repudiated bis statement, as doing 
violence equally to reason, justice, ami probability. 

" Good, hones!, wel:-mcaning old Kt;«hmd tolerates many 
grievous things, notwithstanding, Kir- Gervaise," he an- 
swered ; " among others, it tolerates the law of the half- 
blood. Much depends on the manner in which men view 
these things ; that which scorns gold to one, resembling silver 
in the eyes of another. Xow, [ dare say," — this was said 
as a feeler, and with a smile thi.it mi^ht pass for ironical 
or confiding, as the listener pleased to take it — " Now, I 
dare Say, the dans woald (ell as rim! England tolerates an 
usurper, while her lawful prince wns :n banishment ; though 
you and I niight no! feel disposed to allow it." 

Sir Gervaise started, and cast a quick, suspicious glance 
at the speaker; but there the latter stood, with as open and 
guileless an expression on his handsome features, as was 
ever seen in the countenance of confiding sixteen. 

"Your supposititious case is no parjillcl," returned the vice- 
admiral, losing every shade of suspicion, at this appearance 
of careless frankness; "since men often follow their feel- 
ings in their allegiance, while the law is supposed to be 
governed by reason and justice. Rut, now we arc on the 
subject, will you tell mci Sir Reginald, if you also know 
what a nullus is V 

« I have no farther knowledge of the subject, Sir Ger- 
vaise," returned the other, smiling, this time, quite natu- 
rally ; " than is to be found in the Latin dictionaries and 
grammars." 

" Ay— you mean m.lhis, nulla., nullum. Even we sailors 
know that; as we all ho to school before we go to sea. 
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But, Sir Wycherly, in efforts to make himself understood, 

called you n ' hall-blood.' " 

"And quite correctly — T admit such to be the fact; and 
that I have no more legal claim, whatever, on this estate, 
than you have yourself'. lUy mural t'i^ht, however, may be 
somewhat better." 

" It is much fo your credit, thai you so frankly admit it, 
Sir Reginald ; for. hany mo, it' I think even the judges would 
dream of raising such an objection to your succeeding, unless 
reminded of it." 

" Therein you do them injustice, Sir Gervaise ; as it is 
their duty to administer the laws, let them be what they 
may." 

" Perhaps you are right, sir. But the reason for my 
asking what a mdhis is, was liie circumstance that Sir Wy- 
cherly, in (lie course of- his edorts to speak, repeatedly called 
his nephew and heir, Mr. Thomas Wycliecombe, by that 
epithet." 

" Did he, indeed ? — Was the epithet, as you well term it, 
jilius nullius ?" 

" I rather think it was milli/s- -though I do believe the 
word flint: v.'iis muttered, once or twice, also." 

"Yes sir, this has been the case; and I am not sorry 
Sir Wycherly is aware of the fact, as I hoar that the young 
man affects to consider himself in a different point of view. 
A filius nullius is the legal term for a bastard — the ' son 
of nobody,' as you will at once understand. I am fully 
aware that such is the unlbrluuaie predicament of Mr. Tho- 
mas Wychecom be, whose lather, 1 possess complete evidence 
to show, was never married to iiis mother." 

"And yet, Sir Rc«mald, the impudent rascal carries in 
his pocket even, a certificate, signed by some parish priest 
in London, to prove the contrary." 

The civil baronet seemed surprised a.f this assertion ol 
his military brother; liui Sir Gorvaise explaining what had 
passed between himself and the young man, he could no 
longer entertain any doubt of the fact. 

" Since you have seen the document," resumed Sir Rcgi 
nald, "it must, indeed, be so; and this misguided boy is 
prepared to fake any desperate step in eider to obtain the 
title and the estate. All that he has said about a will most 
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be fabulous, as no man in his senses would risk his neck to 
obtain so hollow a distinction as a baronetcy — wo are equally 
Members of the class, and may .speak frankly, Sir Gervaise 
—and the will would secure (he estate, if there were one. 
I cannot think, the re Co re, that there is a, will at all," 

" If this will were not altogether to the fellow's liking, 
would not the marriage, beside the hollow honour of which 
you have spoken, put the whole of the landed property in 
his possession, under the entail 1" 

" It would, indeed ; and I thank you for the suggestion. 
If, however, Sir Wycherly is desirous, now, of making a 
new will, and has strength and mind sufficient to execute 
his purpose, the old one need give us no concern. This is 
a most deocaie a trail' for one in my situation to engage in, 
sir ; and I greatly rejoice that I find such honourable and 
distinguished witnesses, in the house, to clear my reputa- 
tion, should anything occur to require such exculpation. 
On the one side, Sir Gervaise, there is the danger of an 
ancient estate's fal'ing into the hands ol' the crown, and this, 
loo, while one of no .stain of blood, derived from the same 
honourable ancestors as the last, possessor, is in existence; 
or, on the other, of its becoming the prey of one of base 
blood, and of hut very doubtful character. The circum- 
stance that Sir Wydierjy desired my presence, is a great 
deal ; and I trust to you, and to those with you, to vindicate 
the fairness oi' my course. If it's your pleasure, sir, we 
will now go to the sick chamber." 

"With all my heart. "1 think, however, Sir Reginald," 
said the vice-admiral, as he approached the door; "that 
even in the event of an escheat, you wouid find these Bruns- 
wick princes sufficiently libera.! to restore the property. I 
could not answer for those wandcrim; Scotchmen; wtiu 
have so many brcechless nobles k> enrich; but, I think, 
with the Hanoverians, you would be safe." 

" The last have certainly one recommendation the most," 
returned the oilier, smiling courteously, hut in a way so 
equivocal that, even Sir Gervaise was momenfanly struck 
by it ; " they have fed so well, now, at the crib, that they 
may not have the same voracity, as those who have bee" 
long fasting. It would be, however, more pleasant to take these 
lands from a Wychecombc — a Wychecombe to a Wycho 
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oombe— - than to receive them anew from even the Planto- 
genet who made the first grant." 

This lerminaled the privalo dialogue, as the colloquista 
entered the hall, just as i he last speaker concluded. Wy- 
chei'ly was conversing, eamesdy, with Mrs. Dutton and 
Mildred, at ihe far end of the hall, when the baronets ap- 
peared ; but, catching ihc eve of the admiral, he said a' few 
words hastily to Ins companions, and joined the two gcntle- 
ruen, who were now on their way to the sick man's chamber. 

" Here is a namesake, if not a relative, Sir Reginald," 
observed Sir Gervaise, introducing the lieutenant; "and 
one, I rejoice to say, of whom all of even your honourable 
name have reason to be proud." 

Sir Reginald's bow was courteous and bland, as the ad- 
miral proceeded to complete the introduction ; but Wycheriy 
felt that the keen, searching look he bestowed on himself 



a not at all aware, that T have the smallest, claim to 
the honour of being Sir Reginald Wycheeombe's relative," 
he said, wilh cold reserve. " Indeed, until last, even in;.';, I 
was ignorant of the existence of the Hertfordshire branch 
of tiiis family ; and you will remember, Sir Gervaise, that 
1 air] a Virginian." 

" A Virginian 1" exclaimed his namesake, taken so much 
by surprise as to lose a little of his self-command. " I did 
not know, indeed, that any who bear the name had found 
their way i.o (be colonies." 

" And if they had, sir, they wou'd have met wilh. a set 
of fedows every way fit lo be their associates, Sir Koe.ioahl. 
We English are a little clannish- — I hate the word, too ; it 
has such a narrow Scutch sound — -but we are clannish, al- 
though generally provided with garments to our nether 
iimbs ; and we somedmes loo!; down upon even a son, whom 
the love of adventure has led into that part of the world. 
In my \ lew, an 1 Coed is km an is an Englishman, lei him come 
fro !« what pari of the empire be may. That is what I call 
genuine liberality, Sir Reginald." 

" Quilctnie, Sir Gervaise; and a Scotchman is a Scotch. 
man, even though he come from the north of Tweed'." 

This was quidly said, but die vice-admiral felt the merited 
rebuke it contained, and he had the good-nature and the 
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good sense to laugli at it, and to admit his own prejudices. 
This little encounter brought the party to Sir Wycherly'a 
door, where all three remained until it was ascertained that 
they might enter. 

The :ie.\! quarter of, in hoar brougbi about a groat change 
in the situation of all the principal inmates of Wychecombe 
Hall. The interdict was taken off the rooms of Sir Wy. 
chcrly, and in them had collected all the gentlemen, Mrs. 
Dutton and her daughter, with three or four of the upper 
servants of the establishment. Even Galleygo had contrived 
to thrust his ungainly person in, among the rest, though he 
had the discretion to keep in the background, among his 
fellows. In a word, both dreeing- room and bed-room had 
their occupants, though the last was principally filled by the 
medical men, and those whoso ran It gave them claims to be 
near the person of the sick. 

It was now past a question known that poor Sir Wy- 
cherly was on his death-bed. His mind had sensibly im- 
proved, nor was bis speech any worse ; hut his physical sys- 
tem generally hmi received a shock i\m' rendered recovery' 
hopeless. It was the opinion of the physicians that he might 
possibly survive several days ; or, thai lie might be carried 
off, in a moment, by a return of the paralytic affection. 

The bai'OJio!, himself, appeared to be perfectly conscious 
of his situation ; as was apparent by the anxiety he ex- 
pressed to get his friends together, and more especially the 
concern he felt to make a due disposition of his worldly 
affairs. The medical men had long resisted both wishes, 
until, convinced that the question was reduced to one of a 
few hours more or less of life, and Thai, denial was likely to 
produce worse effects than compliance, they finally and 
unanimously consented. 

" It 's no a great concession to mortal infirmity to let a 
(lying man have his way," whispered Mngrath to the two 
admirals, as the latter entered the. room. "SirVjchcrly 
is a hopeless case, and we 'II just consent to let bin- JlnLe a 
few codicils, seeing thai he .so lairvenli y desires it, -.^d then 
there may be fewer hopeless deeviis left behind i.-. -., when 
he 'a gathered to his forefathers." 

"Here we are, my dear Sir Wycherly," said .<ie vice- 
admiral, who never lost an occasion to effect his. purpose, 
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sry delay j " here we all are anxious to 
comply with your wishes. Your kinsman, Sir Reginald 
Wychecombe, is aiso present, and desirous of doing your 
pleasure." 

It was a painful sight to sue a man on his death-bed, so 
anxious to discharge the forms of the world, as the master 
of the Hall now appeared to bo. There had been an unne- 
cessary alienation between the heads of the two branches 
of the family ; not arising from any quarrel, or positive 
cause of disagreement, hut Iron: a silent conviction in both 
parties, that each was unsuited to the other. They had met 
a few times, and always purled without regret. The case 
was now different; the scparstlion was, in one sense at 
least, to be eternal ; and all minor considerations, all caprices 
of habits or despotism of litotes, faded before the solemn im- 
pressions of the moment. Still, Sir Wycherly could not 
forget that he was master of Wychecomhe, and that his 
namesake was esteemed a man of refinement ; and, in his 
simple way of thinking he would lain have arisen, in order 
io do him honour. A little ucnflc violence, even, was no- 
cessary to keep the patient quiet. 

"Much honoured, sir — "really pleased," muttered Sii 
Wycherly, the words coming from him with difficulty. 
"Same ancestors— same name — ('iantagenets — old house, 
sir — head go, new one come — none better, than — " 

"Do not distress yourself to speak, unnecessarily, my 
dear sir," interrupted Sir !!c;;iijakl, with more tenderness 
for the patient than consideration for his own interest, aa 
the next words promised to relate to the succession. "Sir 
Gervaise Oakes tells me, he unrliTsirnids your wishes, gene- 
rally, and that ho is now prepared to ."ratify them. First 
relieve your mind, m mm.l.ois of business ; and, then,! shall 
be most happy to exchange with yen the f e.ings of kindred." 

" Yes, Sir Wycherly," put in Hit' Gervaise, on this hint ; 
" I believe I have now (bond the clue to all you wish io say. 
The few words written by yen, last night, were the com- 
mencement of a will, which it is your strong desire to make. 
Do not speal^ hut raise your right hand, if ( am not mis- 

The sick man actually .-'retched his right arm above the 
bed-clothes, and his dull eye:: lighted with a 
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pleasure, lhat proved bow strongly his feelings were enlisted 
in ihe ; result. 

" You soc. gentlemen !" said clir Gervaise, w!;h emphasis. 
" No one can mistake tin' moaning of this ! Come nearer' 
doctor-— Mr, Rotherham — all who have no probable interesl 
in the affair — I wish it lobe seen that Sir Wycherly Wyclie, 
combe is do:;: rous of making his will." 

The vice-admiral now went through the ceremony of re- 
peating his request, a ml go! the same significant answer. ■ 

" So I understood it. Sir Wychcriy, a.sid I believe now 1 
also understand all about the 'half,' and the 'whole,' and 
the 'nnllus.' You moan! to loll us lhat your kinsman, Sir 
Reginald WychceombCj was of !be ' barfblood' as- respects 
yourself, and that Mr. Thomas Wyeheeombc, your nephew, 
is what is termed in law — however painful this may be, gen- 
tlemen, at such solemn moments the- truth must be plainly 
spoken — that Mr. Thomas Wyeheeoinbe is what the law 
terms a i JHiun mdliux.'' If we- ha.ve understood you in this, 
also, have the goodness to give this company the same sign 
of assent." 

The last words were scarcely spoken, before Sir Wy- 
cherly again raised his arm, and nodded his head. 

"Here there can be no mistake, ami no one rejoices in if 
more than I do myself; for, the unintelligible words gav*. 
me a great deal of vexation. Well, my dear sir, under, 
standing your wishes, my secretary, Mr. At wood, has drawn 
ihc commencement of a. will, in the usual form, using your 
own pious and proper language of—' In the name of God, 
Amen,' as the commencement; ami he s.'atids ready to write 
down your bequests, as you may see fit to name them. We 
will take them, first, on a separate piece of paper ; then read 
them to you, lor yonr approbation ; and afterwards, tran- 
scribe them into the will. I believe, Sir Reginald, that mode 
would withstand the subtleties of all the gentle men of all the 
inns of Court?" 

" It is a very proper and prudent mode for executing a 
will, sir, under llie peculiar circumstances," returned he of 
Hertfordshire, " But, Sir Cervniso, my situation, here, is 
a little delicate, as may be that of Mr. Thomas Wycheeombe 
— and others of the name and family, if any such there be. 
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Would it not be well to inquire if our presence is actually 
desired by the intended testator?" 

" Is it your wish, Sir Wyoberly, that your kinsmen and 
namesakes remain in the room, or shall (hoy retire until the 
will is executed? I will call over the names of the company, 
and when you wish any one, in particular, to stay in the 
room, you will nod your head." 

" All — all stay," muttered Sir Wycherly ; " Sir Reginald 
— Tom — Wye he rl y — a II — " 

"This seems explicit enou;;h : gentlemen," resumed tho 
vice-admiral. "You are all requested to stay; and, if 1 
might venture an opinion, our poor friend has named those 
on whom he intends his bequests to fall — and pretty much, 
loo, in the order in which they will come." 

"That will appear more unanswerably when Sir Wy- 
cherly has expressed Ids mieni'ions in words," observed Sir 
Reginald, very desirous tba' there should not be the smallest 
appearance of dictation or persuasion ottered to his kinsman, 
at a moment so grave. " Let me entreat that no leading 
questions be put." 

"Sir G.ervaise understands loading '.•.: buttle, much better 
than in a cross-examination, Sir 1'cgiuald," Rluewater ob 
served, in a tone so low, that noise heard him, but the perse.*-, 
to whom the words were addressed. "I think we shall 
sooner get at Sir Wyeherly's wishes, by allowing him to 
take his own course." 

The other bowed, and appeared disposed to acquiesce. 
In tho mean time preparations were mid-dug for the con- 
struct ion of the will. At wood seated himself at a table near 
the bed, and commenced nibbim.; Ids pens ; the medical men 
administered a cordial; Sir Gervaise caused all the witnesses 
to range themselves around tho room, in a way that each 
might fairly see, and be seen ;- taking care, however, so to 
dispose of Wycherly. as '.o leave no doubt of his handsome 
person's coming into the sick man's view. The lieutenant's 
modesty might have rebelled at. (his arrangement, had ho 
not found himself immediately at the side of Mi Id red. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



" Yet, nit is ii'i:v '— iii:i-, ikr.iH, sinspor. 
I.'.;'. 1)1 ir'li!: s- i!joi:;ri.1s (>:; v.'illi llift vi. 
The final ordeal «thn nniil <* nuci:. 
And liie pule brow is 



It will be easily supposed ilia: Tom VVyeheeombe wi( 
nessed the proceedings rol;i!ed in the preceding chapter with 
dismay. The circumstance that he actually possessed a 
hand Jide will of lus uncle, which loft him heir of all the 
latter owned, real or personal, had made him audacious, 
and first induced him to take the bold stand of asserting his 
legitimacy, and of chimin;;' ali its consequences. He had 
fully determined to assume the title on the demise of Sir 
Wycherly ; plausibly enough supposing that, as there was 
no heir to the baronetcy, the lauds once in his quiet pos. 
session, no one would !a!;e sufficient interest m the mattei 
to dispute his right to the rank. Here, however, was a blow 
that menaced death to all his hopes. His illegitimacy 
seemed to be known to others, and there was every prospect 
of a new will's suppliuihtig the: old one, in its more important 
provisions, at least. He was at a loss to imagine what had 
made this sudden change in his uncle's intentions; for he 
did not sufficiently unilers:nm:l himself, to perceive that the 
few months of close communion which had succeeded the 
death of his reputed lather, bad suflioed to enlighten Sir 
Wycherly on the subject of his own true character, and to 
awaken a disgust, ihat h;id remained passive, until suddenly 
aroused by the necessity of acting; and, least of all, could 
he understand how surprisingly the moral vision of men 
is purified and enlarged, as respee's both the past and the 
future, by the near approach of death. Although symptoms 
of strong dissatisfaction escaped him, he quieted his feelings 
as much as possible, cautiously wairing lor any occurrence 
that might be used in setting aside (he eon tern plated instrti- 
ment, hereafter; or, what would be still better, to defeat ita 
exceu:ion, now. 
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As soon as the iseeE'S:<ary preparations were made, At- 
wood, his pen nibbed, ink at h-md, and paper spread, was 
ready io proceed: and a. breaLhiess stiiiness existed in the 
chamber, Sir Gervuise resumed (lie subject on which they 
were convened. 

" Atwood will read to you what he has already written. 
Sir Wychorly," he said ; " should the phraseology bo agree- 
able to you, you will have the goodness to make a sign to 
that effect. Well, if" all U ready, you can now commence — 
hey ! Atwood 1" 

" ' In the name of God, Amen ;' " commenced the methodi- 
cal secretary; " ' 1, VVycherly \Vycliccoriihe, Hart, of Wyche- 
combe-Hall, in the county of Devon, being of sound mind, 
but of a feeble state of health, and having die view of death 
before my eyes, revoking all oilier wills, codicils or testa- 
mentary devises, whatsoever, do make and declare this in- 
strument to be my last will and testament : that is to say, 

f . ^ t], e executor of this my said will, with all the 

powers and authority that the law gives, or may hereafter 
give to said executor , Secondly,! give and benuealhto — ' 
This is ail that is yet writ'en. Sir Cervaise, blanks being 
left for the name or nanus of "ho executor or executors, as 
well as for the ' s' at the end of ' executor,' should the testa- 
tor see fit to name more than one." 

" There, Sir Reginald," said the vice-admiral, not alto- 
gether without exultation ; " this is the way we prepare 
these things on board a man-of-war! Afbig-officer'ssecretary 
needs have himself qualified to do anything, short of a know- 
ledge of administering to the cure of souls !" 

" And the cure of bodies, ye ; il be permitting me to add. 
Sir Gervaisc," observe'.-! \f;;gi'nth, taking an enormous pinch 
of a strong yellow snuff. 

" Our secretary would tunic but 1.1 lubberly fist at turning 
r>ffa delicate turtle-soup out of pig's-head ; such as we puts 
on our table at sea, so often," mullored Galieygo in the ear 
of Mrs. Larder. 

" I see nothing to object to, Sir Cervaise, if the language 
is agreeable to Sir VV'yeherly,'' answered the barrister by 
profession, though not bv practice, "It would be advisable 
to .get his approbation of even the language." 
18* 
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Thai we intend to do, of cot;rse, sir. Sir Wycherly, do 
you find lite (emis ol' this will to your liking?" 

Sir Wycherly smiled, and very clearly gave the sign of 
assent, 

•' ! thought us much — for, Atwood has made the wills of 
two admirals, and ol" throe Cf.ii>tn.jjjs, to my knowledge ; and 
my lord Chief Justice said that one of the last would have 
done credit to the hest conveyancer, in England, and that it 
was a pity the testator had noihing to bequeath. Now, Sir 
Wycherly, will you have one executor, or more? if one. 
hold up a single finger; and a finger for each additional 
pxeculor you wish us to insert in these blanks. One, At- 
wood — you perceive-, gentlemen, that Sir Wycherly raises 
but one finger,- and so you can give a flourish at the end 
of the ' r,' as the word ivitl be m the singular ;— hey ! At- 
wood V 

The secretary did as directed, and then reported himself 
ready to proceed. 

" It will now be necessary for you to na-me your executor, 
Sir Wycherly- — make as little eflbrt as possible, as we shall 
tmdersland !be name, alone." 

Sir Wycherly succeeded in uttering the name of "Sir 
Reginald Wyebecoudie," quite audibly, 

" This is plain enough," resumed the vice-admiral ; " hew 
docs the sentence read now, Atwood 1" 

"'Imprimis: — I do hereby constitute and appoint Sir 
Reginald Wyehecombe of Wychecninbe-Ucgis, in the county 
of Herts, Baronet, the exeeti'.or of (his my said will, &c.' " 

" If that clause is to your liking, Sir Wycherly, have the 
goodness to give the sign agreed on," 

The sick man smiled, nodded his bond, raised his hand 
and looked anxiously at bis kinsman. 

"I consent to serve, Sir Wycherly, if such is your desire," 
observed the nominee, who detected the meaning of hia 
kinsman's look, 

"And tiov.', sir," eon'iiined the vice-admiral ; "it is He. 
cessary to ask you a few questions, in order that Atwood 
may know what next lo write. Is it your desire to bequeam 
any real estate t" Sir Wycherly assented. " Do you wish 
(o bequeath all your real estate 1" The same sign of assent 
was given. " Do you wish to bequeath all to one person ?" 
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The sign of assent was given to this also. "This makes 

plain sailing, and a short j',m, — hey ! Atwood T" 

The secretary wrote as Ian: as possible, and in two or 
three minutes lie read aloud, as follows — 

" 'Secondly, I make and declare the following bequests or 

devises— that is lo say, 1 give and bequeath to — 

of — ■■ ■ , all (lie real estate of which I may die seised, 

together with all the houses, tenements, hereditaments, and 
appurtenances thereunto belonging, and all my rights tb the 
same, whether in law or equity, lo he possessed and enjoyed 

by the said ; — of - ■ in fee, by 

heirs, executors, administrators, or assigns, for ever.' There 
aro blanks lor the navne arid description, as well as for the 
sex of the devisee," added the secretary. 

" All very proper and iegai, I believe, Sir Reginald ? — I 
am glad you think so, sir. Now, Sir Wycherly, we wait 
for the name of the lucky person, yon mean thus to favour." 

" Sir Reginald Wvchecorebo," the sick man uttered, pain- 
fully ; " hall-blood — no nullus. Sir Michael's heir — my 

" This is plain English !" cried Sir Gervaise, in the way 

of a man who is not displeased : " put in the name of ' Sir 
Reginald Wychecombe of Wyohecoinbe-IIegis, Herts,' At- 
wood— ay — th.itju.it. (ills the blank handsomely — you want 
' his heirs, executors, ike.' in the other blank." 

"I beg your pardon, Sir Gervaise; it should read ' by 
himself, Ids heirs, &c.' " 

" Very true — very true, Atwood, Now read it slowly, 
and Si:- YV'ycberty will assent., if lie approve." 

This was done, and f-ir Wycherly not only approved, but 
it was apparent to ail present, the abashed and conibnnded 
Tom himself not excepted, that .V; approved, with a feeling 
a kin to delight. 

"That gives a black eye !o all the iand, — hey! Atwood?" 
said Sir Gervaise ; who, by this time, had entered into the 
business in hand, with a!i the interest of a regular notary — 
or, rather, with that of one, on whose shoulders rested the 
responsibility of success or failure. "We come nest to the 
personals. Do you wish to bequeath your furniture, wines, 
horses, carriages, and other things of that sort, to any par 
ticular person, Sir Wycherly 1" 
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" All— Sir Reginald— Wychecombe— half-blood— old Sit 

Michael's heir," answered ihe testator. 

" Good — clap that down, Ahvood, for it is doing the thing, 
as I like to set; fami.y airbus settled. As soon us you are 
ready, let us hoar how it sounds in writing." 

'"I furthermore bequeath to the said Sir Reginald Wyche- 
combe of Wycbeeombe-liegis, <i- nioroi-aid, baronet, all my 
personal property, whatsoever,' " read Atwood, as soon as 
ready ; " ' including furniture, wines, pictures, books, horses 
and carriages, and all oilier goods and chattels, of which I 
may die possessed, excepting thereout and therefrom, never- 
theless, such sums in money, stocks, bonds, notes, or other 
securities for debt;:, or snob articles as I may in this instru- 
ment especially devi.se to any other person.' We can now 
go to especial legacies, Sir Ger/aise, and iben another clausa 
may make Sir Reginald residuary legatee, if such be Sit 
Wycherly's pleasure." 

"If you approve of that clause, my dear sir, make the 
usual sign of assent." 

Sir Wycherly both raised his hand and nodded his head, 
evidently quite satisfied. 

"Now, my good sir, we come to the pounds — no — 
guineas'! You like that better— well, I confess that it sounds 
better on the ear, and is more in conformity with the habits 
of gentlemen. Will you now bequcitih guineas? Good — 
first name the legatee— is that rijiht, Sirlicginald i" 

" Quite right. Sir Gervaise; and Sir Wycherly will un- 
derstand that he now names the first person to whom he 
wishes to bequeath anything else." 

" Milly," muttered the sick man. 

"What? Mills!— the mills go with the lands, Sir Regi- 
nald V 

"He means Miss Mildred Dution," eagerly interposed 
Wycherly, though with s^iieirnt modesty. 

" Yes — right— right," added the testator. " Little Milly — 
Milly Dutton — good little Milly." 

SirGervaise hesi'ated, and looked round at Bluewater, as 
much as to say " this is bringing coals to Newcastle ;" but 
Atwood took the idea, and wrote the bequest, in the usual 

" ' I give and beqoar.b to .Mildred Dutton,'" he read aloud, 
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"'daughter of Francis D-.dr.on of the. Ro;al Navy, the sum 
of—' what sum shall 1 fill the blank with, Sir Wyjherly 1" 

" Three — three — yes, three — " 

"Hundreds or thousands, my good sir?" asked Sir Ger- 
vaise, a littie surprised sit the amount of (he bequest. 

" Guineas— three — thousand— guineas, — five per cents.' 

" That's as plain as logarithms. Give the young lady 
Ultra thousand guineas in flu' live*, At wood." 

'"I give and bequcnth to Mildred I l;ition, daughter of 
]. ; 'i':aii'is l.hulon of the Royal Navy, the sum of three thou- 
sand ir-iniras in tlio (ivo per cent, slocks of tin's kingdom.' 
Will that do, Sir Wyeherly]" 

The old man looked ;ii .Mildred and smiled benevolently; 
for, at that moment, he felt he was placing the pure and 
lovely girl above the ordinary contingencies of her situation, 
by rendering hv.t Independent. 

" Whose name shall wo next insert, Sir Wychcrly," re- 
sumed the vice-admiral. " There must be many more of 
these guineas left." 

"Gregory— and — James — children of my brother Tho- 
mas—Baron Wychecombe — five thousand guineas each," 
added the testator, making a great elibrt to express his 
meaning as clearly as possible. 

He was understood ; and, after a short consultation with 
the vice-admiral, Atwood wrote out the devise at length. 

" ' I give and bequeath to my nephews, Gregory and 
James Wychecombe, the reputed sons of my late brother, 
Thomas Wychecombe, one of the linrons of His Majesty's 
Exchequer, the sum of live thousand guineas, each, in the 
five per cent, funded deb' of Ihis kingdom.' " 

"Do you approve of the devise, Sir Wyeherly? if so, 
make the usual sign of assent V 

Sir Wyeherly complied, as in all the previous cases of 
his approval. 

" Whose name shall we next insert, in readiness for a 
legacy, Sir Wyeherly '!" naked the admiral. 

Here was a long pause, the baronet evidently turning over 
in bis mind, what he had done, and what yet remained to do. 

" Spread yourselves, my friends, in such a way as to 
permit the testator to see you all," continued the vice-admi- 
ral, motioning with his hand to widen the circle around the 
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bed, which had been contractor! a little by curiosity and in. 
tercst; "stand more this way, Litntlcmin/ Wycherly Wycho 
coinbe, that the ladies may see and lie seen ; and you, too, 
Mr. Thomas Wychecombe, come further in front, where 
your uncle will observe you." 

This speech pretty evicily reflected the workings of the 
speaker's mind. The idea that Wycbei'ly was a natural 
child of the baronet's. noUcitbsiattdaig the Virginian story, 
was uppermost in his thoughts ; and, taking the supposed 
fact in connection with :hc younn; mams merit, he earnestly 
desired to obtain a legacy for him. As for Tom, he cared 
little whether his name appeared in the will or not. Justice 
was now substantially done, and the judge's property being 
sufficient for hit; wants, the present situation of the lately 
reputed heir excited hut liM.li; .sympathy. Nevertheless, Sir 
Gervaise thought, if would bo generous, under the circum- 
stances, to remind the testator that such a being as Tom 
Wychecombe existed. 

"Here is your nephew, Mr. Thomas, Sir Wycherly," lie 
said ; " is it your wish to let. his name appear in your will?" 

The sick man smiled coldly ; but he moved his head, as 
much as to imply assent. 

" ' I give and bequeath to Thomas Wychecombe, the 
eldest reputed son of my late brother. Thomas, one of the 
Barons of His Majesty's Kvcbequer,' " read Atwood, when 

the clause was duly written; "'the sum of , in 

the five per cent, stocks of this kingdom.'" 

"What sum will you have inserted, Sir Wycherly 7" 
asked the vice-admiral. 

" Fifty — fifty - jinunr/s," sw'A :hc i estate:, in a voice clearer 
and fuller than he had before used that day. 

The necessary words were immediately inserted ; the 
clause, as completed, was read again, and (be approval was 
confirmed by a distinctly pronounced '■• yes." Tom started, 
but, as all the others maintained their self-command, the 
business of the moment did not the less proceed. 

" I)o .you wish any more names introduced into your 
wilt, Sir Wycherly?" asked the vice-admiral. " You have 
bequeathed but — -a— a— a— -how much — hey ! Atwood ? — ay, 
ten and three are thirteen, and fifty pounds, make £13,1 SO 
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and I hear you have £2U,0(Kl funded, besides loose cash, 
beyond a doubt." 

"Ana Larder — Samuel Cork — Richard Bills — David 
Brush— Phasbe Keys,'' said fHir Wycherly, slowly, giving 
lime after each pause, for Atwood to write ; naming his 
cook, butler, groom, valet or body-servant, and housekeeper 
in the order they have been laid belbre the reader. 

" How much to eae.h, Sir Wycherly-'? — I see Atwood has 
made short work, and put l.iicni all in the same clause — 
that, will never do, unless the le;:a.eies are the same." 

" Good — good — right," muttered the testator; " £200 — 
each — £1000— ill I— money — money." 

This settled tlws point, and the clause was regularly 
written, read, and approved. 

" This raises the "money bequests to £14,180, Sir Wy- 
cherly — some 6 or £7000 more must remain to he disposed 
of. Stand a little further this way, it' you please, Mr. Wy- 
vhf.rbj Wyejieeombe, and allow the ladies more room. 
Whose name shall we insert next, sir?" 

Sir Wycherly, thus directed by the eager desire of the 
admiral to serve the galbn! lieuicnant, (listened his eyes 
on the young man, regarding him quite a minute in silent 



" Virginian— same name — American —-colonies — good 
lad — brave lad — £1000," muttered the sick man between 
his teeth; and, yet so breathless was the quiet of the cham- 
ber, at. that momei;(, every syllable was heard by all present. 
" Yes — £1000 — Wycherly Wyehecomhe — royal navy — " 

Atwood's pen was rtinidug rapidly over I ho paper, and 
had just reached the name of the contemplated legatee, when 
his hand was arrested by the voieeof the young man himself 

"Slop, Mr. Atwood — do not insert any clause in my 
favour I" cried Wycherly, his ikee the colour of crimson, 
and his chest heaving with the emotions be fell it so difficult 
to repress, "{decline the iegecy — it will be useless to 
write it, as 1 will net receive ;> shilling." 

" Young sir," said Sir tiorvaise, wirh a little of the severity 

of a superior, when he rebukes an inferior, in his manner ; 

" you speak hastily. It is net the office of an auditor or of 

a spectator, to repel the kindness of a man about to pass 

14 
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from the face of the earth, into the more immediate presence 
of his God I" 

" I have every sentiment of respect for Sir Wycherly 
Wychecombe, sir ;— every friendly wish lor his speedy re- 
covery, and a long evening to his life ; but, I will accept of 
the money of no man who holds my country in such obvioua 
distaste, as, it is iirwrent, the testator holds mine." 

"You are an Englishman, i behave, Lieutenant Wycha. 
combe ; and a servant of King George II. V 

" I am noil an Knglinhrnan, Sir Gervaiso Oakes — hut an 
Americaa; a Virginian, tuiiik-d to all the rights and prlvi 
leges of a British subject. I am no more an Englishman, 
than Hi 1 . Magruth may lay claim to the same character." 

" This is pulling- the cm strongly.— hey ! At wood V an- 
swered, the vice-admiral, smiling in spite of the occasion. 
" I am iar from saying that you are an Englishman, in all 
senses, sir ; but you are one in the sense lhat gives you na- 
tional character ar.il national rights. You are a stibjeet of 
England." 

" No, Sir Gervaise ; your pardon. I am the subject of 
Goorg'' 1 [[., bur in no manner a subject of J']>i<?l;i nd. I am, 
in orn; sense, pr:riia.|«, a subject of the l!i'i!:sh empire ; but I 
am not the less a Virginian, and an American. Not a shil- 
ling of any man's money will I ever touch, who expresses 
his contempt for either." 

" Yon forget yourself, young man, and overlook the 
future. The hundred or two of prr/e-monev, bought at tha 
expense of your blood, in the late affair at Groix, will not 
last for ever." 

" It is gone, already, sir, every shilling of it having been 
sent to the widow of the boatswain who was killed at my 
side. I am no beggar. Sir Gervaise Oakes, (hough only an 
American. I am the owner of a plantation, which affords 
me a respectable independence, alrerniy ; and I do not serve 
from necessity, but from choice. Perhaps, if Sir Wycherly 
knew this, he would consent to omit my name. I honou* 
and respect him; would ghi.lly relieve his distress, either 
of body or mind ; bur. 1 cannot consent to accept his 
money when odbred on terms T consider humiliating." 

This was said modestly, but with a warmth and sincerity 
which left no doubt that the speaker was in earnest. Sir Ger- 
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vaise too much resided the (ijoliij^s of the young man to 
urge the matter any furihei', and he turned towards the bed, 
in expectation of what the sick man might nest say. Sir 
Wycherly had heard and understood all that passed, and it 
d d not fail to produce :m impression, even in the state to 
which ho was reduced. Kind -hearted. and indisposed to 
injure even a fly, all the natural feelings of the old man 
resumed their ascendency, and he would gladly have given 
every shilling of his funded property to be able freely 
to express his compunction at bavin l; ever uttered a syllable 
that could offend s.eusibLlis.ies so noble and generous. But 
this exceeded his powers, and he was fain to do the best ho 
could, in the painful situation in which he was placed. 

"Noble fellow!" he stuttered out; " honour to name — 
come here— Sir C3ervi.ii.se — bring here — " 

" T believe i^ is the wish of Sir Wyclierly, that you would 
draw near the bed, Mr. Wye he com be of Virginia," said tho 
vice-admiral, pithily, though he extended a hand to, and 
smiled kindly on, the youth, as the latter passed him in 
con.pli.nce. ' 

The sick man now succeeded, wii.li -a -:Oor.l deal of diffi- 
culty, in drawing a valuable signet-ring from a finger. — 
This ring bore the Wyohceombe arms, engraved on it. Il 
was without the bloody hand, however ; for it was far older 
than the order of linronols, having, as Wycherly well knew, 
been given by one. of the I'hintagenet Ilukes to an ancestor 
of the family, during the French wars of Henry VI., and 
that, too, in eommemornfiun of some signal act of gallantry 
in the field. 

"Wear this — nob'e follow— honour lo name," said Sir 
Wvcberlw "Must be descended — ail Wycheeombe.s de- 
scended—him—" 

"I thank you, Sir Wycherly, lor this present, which I 
prize as it ought to be prized," said Wycherly, every trace 
of any other leelitig than dial of gratitude having vanished 
from his countenance. "I may have no claims to your 
honours or money : but this ring ! need not he ashamed to 
v/ear, since it was bestowed on one who was as much my 
ancestor, as he was the ancestor of any Wyeliecombe in 
England." 



19 
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" Legitimes 1" cried Tom, :l fierce iceling of resentmeu 
upsetting his caution and cunning. 

"Yes sir, legitimate," answered Wycheriy, tu filing to Lis 
interrogator with I'm calmness of one conscious of his own 
truth, and with a glance of the eye that caused Tom id 
shrink back again into the circle. " I need no bar, to enable 
me to use this seal, which, yon may perceive, Sir Gervaise 
Oakes, is a fac simile of the one 1 ordinarily wear, and 
winch was transmi'led to me from my direct ancestors." 

The vice-admiral compared the seal on Wycherly's watch- 
chain with that on the rlny .. :ai'l, llio bearings being principally 
griffins, he was enabled to see that one was the exact, coun- 
terpart of the other. Sir Reginald advanced a step, and 
when the admiral had satisfied himself, be also took the two 
seals and compared them. As all the known branches of the 
Wycheco.mbcs of Wychecombe, bore the same arms, viz., 
griffins for Wyehecombe, with three battering- rams quar- 
tered, for Wycherly,— he saw, at once, that the young man 
habitually carried about his person, this proof of a common 
origin. Sir Reginald knew very well that arms were often 
assumed, as well as names, and the greater the obscurity of 
the individual who took Ihese liberties, the greater was his 
impunity ; but the seal was a very ancient one, and innova- 
tions on personal rights were far less frequent a century 
since, than they arc to-day. Then the character and ap- 
pearance of Wycherly put fraud out of the question, so far 
as the young lieutenant himself was concerned. Although 
the elder branch of the family, legitimately speaking, was 
reduced to the help'ess old man who was now stretched 
upon his death-bed. bis own had been expensive ; and it well 
might be that some cadet of the Wychecombes of Wyehe- 
combe-Regis, had strayed into the colonies and left de- 
scendants. Secretly resolving to look more closely into 
these facts, he gravely returned the seals, and intimated 
to Sir Gervaise thai the more important business before them 
had tetter proceed. On this hint, Atwood resumed the pen, 
and the vice-admiral his duties. 

" There want yet some 6 or £7000 to make up £20,000, 
Sir Wycherly, which 1 understand is the sum you have in 
the funds. Whose name or names will you have next 
inserted?" 
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' Rotherham — vicar— poor St. James— gone ; yes — Mr. 
— Rotherham — vicar." 

The clause was written, the sum of £1000 was inserted, 

and the whole was read and approved. 

" This still leaves us some £5000 more to d'.al with, my 
dear sir?" 

A long pause succeeded, during which time Sir Wycherly 
was deliberating what to do with liie re.it of his ready money. 
At lcntrth his wandering eye rested on the pale features of 
Mrs. Dutton; and, while lie had a sort of liking, that pro- 
ceeded from habit, lor her husband, he remembered that she 
had many causes for sorrow. With a feeling that was 
creditable to his own heart, he uttered her name, and the 
sum of £2000. The clause was written, accordingly, read 
and approved. 

" We have still £3000 certainly, if not £4000," added 
Sir Gevvaise. 

" Mtlly — dear little — Milly— pretty Mllly," stammered out 
the baronet, aliecliouately. 

" This must go into a codu-il, Sir Gervaisc," interrupted 
Atwood; "there being already one legacy in the young 
lady's favour. Shall it he one, two, three, or lour thousand 
pounds, Sir Wycherly, in favo-ir el" Miss Mildred, to whom 
you have already bequeathed £3000 V 

The sick man mul.iered ihe words " three thousand," after 
a short pause, adding "codicil." 

His wishes were complied with, and the whole was read 
and approved. After this, Sir Gciwaise inquired if the 
testator wished to make any more devises. Sir Wycherly, 
who had in effect bequeathed, within a few hundred pounds, 
all he had (o bestow, bethought himself, for a. its moments, 
of ihe state of bis afiiiirs, and then he signified his srcisihotioti 
with what had been done. 

"As it is possible, Sir Wycherly, that you may have 
overlooked something," said Sir Gervaisc, '-and it is better 
that nothing should escheat to the crown, I will suggest the 
expediency of your making some one residuary legatee." 

The poor old man smiled an assent, and then he suc- 
ceeded in muttering the name of " Sir Jleginu d Wyohe- 
comhe." 

This clause, like all the others, was written, read, and 
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approved. The will, was now completed, and preparations 
were made to year] it carefully over to the intended testator, 
tn order that this might be done with sufficient care for 
fuiure objections, the two admirals and At wood, who wer:: 
selected for the witnesses, each read the testament himself, 
in order to say that, nothing was laid before the testator but 
that which was fairly contained in the instrument, and that 
nothing was omitted. When all was ready, the will was 
audibly and slowly read io Sir Wycbci'ly, by the secretary, 
from the beginning to the end. The old man listened with 
great attention; smiled when' Mildred's name was men- 
tioned ; and clearly expressed, by signs and words, his entire 
satisfaction when all was ended. It remained only to place 
a pen in his hand, and to give him such assistance as would 
enable him lo affix his name twice ; once to the body of the 
ins- i'li mear ; and. when this was duly witnessed, (hen again 
to the codicil. By this time, Tom Wychecombe thought 
that the moment for interposing had arrived. lie had been 
on thorns during the whole proceeding, forming desperate 
resolutions to sustain the bold fraud of his legitimacy, and 
thus take all the lands and heir-looms of the estate, under 
the entail ,' still he weli knew that a subordinate, but impor- 
tant question might arise, as between the validity of the two 
wills, in connection wjtli Sir Wycherly's competency to 
make the last. It was material, therefore, in his view of the 
case, to enter a protest. 

" Gentlemen," lie said, advancing to the foot of the bed ; 
" I call on you all to observe the nature of this whole trans- 
action. My poor, beloved, but misled uncle, no longer ago 
than last night, was struck with a lit of apoplexy, or some- 
thing so very near it as to disqualify him to judge in these 
matters; and here he is urged to make a will — " 

" By whom, sir?" demanded Sir Get'vaise, with a severity 
of tone that induced the speaker to fall back a step. 

" Why, sir, in my judgment, by all in the room. If not 
with their tongues, a! least with their eyes." 

"And why should all in the room do this? Am I a lega- 
tee ? — is Admiral Bluewater to be a gainer by this will I— 
can witnesses to a will lie legatees?" 

" I do not wish to dispute the matter with you, Sir Ger- 
vaise Oaltes ; but I solemnly protest against this irregular 
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and most extraordinary manner of making a will. Let all 
who hear me, remember this, avid be ready to testify to it, 
when called on in a court of justice." 

Here Sir Wycheriy struggled to rise in the bed, in evident 
excitement, gesticulating srrongly lo express his disgust, and 
his wish Tor his nephew lo withdraw. But the physicians 
endeavoured lo pacify iiirn, while At wood, with the paper 
spread on a port-folio, and a pen in readiness, coolly pro- 
ceeded to obtain the necessary signatures. Sir Wycherly's 
hand trembled so much when it. icecived (he pen, that, for Ilia 
moment, writing was oat of the question, and it became 
necessary to administer a restorative in order to strengthen 

"Away — out of .sight, " muttered I he excited baTonet, 
leaving no doubt on all present, that the uppermost feeling 
of the moment was the strong desire to rid himself of the 
presence of the offensive object. " Sir Reginald — little Milly 
— poor servants — brothers— all the rest, stay." 

" Just becalming I lie mind, fitr Vv vcberly Wychecombe," 
put in Magrath, " and ye 'II bo solacing the body by the same 
effort. When the mind is in a state of exaltation, the nervous 
system is apt to feel the influence of sympathy. By bring- 
ing the two in harmonious co-oporafion, the testamentary 
devises will have none the less of validity, either in reality 
or in appearances." 

Sir Wychcrly understood the surgeon, and he struggled 
for self-command. He raised the pen, and succeeded in 
getting its point on the proper place. Then his dim eyo 
lighted, and shot a reproachful glance at Tom ; he smiled 
in a ghastly manner, looked towards the paper, passed a 
hand across his brow, closetl his eves, and fell back on the 
pillow, utterly unconscious of all that belonged to life, its 
interests, its duties, or lis feelings. In ten minutes, he ceased 
to bi'ealhe. 

Thus died Sir Wychcrly Wychecombe, after a long life, 
n which general qualities of a very negative nature, had 
jeen somewhat relieved, by kindness of feeling, a passive 
i" not an active benevolence, and such a discharge of his 
„.i>ponsihlc dufies as is apt to flow from an absence of any 
tjurtlilies that arc positively bad; as well as of many of 
rtintei'il account, that are affirmatively good. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

"Come ye, who still the cumbrous load of lift 
Pusli hard hj> hill ; iiut ut tiiu furthest steep 
Von trust lo gain, and put tin end lo strife, 
Down liiunilu-s buck the bLui'u v/iti-j ini.ji.ly Mvocp, 
And hurls your labour* lo the '.'alley deep; — " 

TlLOM^U.V. 

Tup sudden, and, in some measure, nn looked -for event 
related in the close of the last chapter, produced a great 
change in the condition of things at Wychecoinbe Hal!. 
The "first step was lo make sure that the baronet was actu- 
ally dead ; a fact lb-;' Hir (torvaise Oukes, in particular, was 
very unwilling to believe, in the actual state of his feelings. 
Men often fainted, and apoplexy required three blows to 
kill ; the sick man might slid revive, and at least be able 
to execute bis so clearly expressed i intentions. 

" Ye 'II never have: yet of any sort, lesSnmentary or matri- 
monial, legal or illrgal, in this sift*, from the late Sir VVy- 
cherly Wychecombe of Wycheeombe [Jail, Devonshire," 
coiflv ooserved Matc'atb, as be col'octed the dillerent medi- 
cines and instvumeii'.s he hud himself brought forth for the 
occasion. "He's fir beyond the jurisdiction of My Lord 
High Chancellor or Iks College of Physicians and Surgeons; 
and therefore, ye 'II be noting prudently to consider him as 
deceased ; or, in the ii-jlit in which the human body is placed 
by the cessation of all the animal functions." 

This decided the matter, and the necessary orders were 
given; all but the proper at'eirdants quilting the chamber 
of death. It would be far from true to say that no one 
lamenled Sir Wyeherly Wychecombe. Both Mrs. Dutton 
and Mildred grieved for his sudden end, and wept sincerely 
for his loss ; thou:;h totally wiihon! a (bought of its conse- 
quences to themselves. The daughter did not even once 
think how near she had been to the possession of £6000, 
and how unfortunately the cup of comparative affluence had 
been dashed from herlips : though truth compels us to avow 
Jiat ihe mother did once recall :his circumstance, with a 
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feeling akin to. regret. A similar recollection had its .nflu- 
eticc on the manifestations of sorrow tiiiil flowed from others;. 
The domestics, in particular, were too much astounded to 
indulge in any very abstracted grief, and Sir Gervaise and 
At wood were both extremely vexed. In short, the feelings 
usual to such occasions wore but little indulged in, though 
there was a. strict observance of decorum. 

Sir Reginald Wyohecombe noted these circumstances 
attentively, and lie look his incnsuies accordingly. Seizing 
a. favourable moiuen: to consult wilii the two admirals, his 
decision was soon made : and, within an hour after his kins- 
man's death, all the guests and most of the upper servants 
were assembled in the room, which it was the usage of the 
house to call the library ; though the books were Cew, and 
seldom read. Previously, there had been a consultation 
between Sir Reginald and the two admirals, to which Atwood 
had been admitted, ex officio. As everything, therefore, had 
been arranged in advance, there was no tunc lost unneces- 
sarily, when the company was collected ; the Hertfordshire 
baronet coming to ! he point ut once, and that in the clearest 
manner. 

" Gentlemen, and you, good people, domesrics of the late 
Sir VVvcherly Wydiecumbo," he commenced; "you are 
all acquainted with the unlortunaic state of this household. 
By the recent death of its in aster, it is left without a head ; 
and the deceased departing this lile a bachelor, there is no 
child to assume his place, us the natural and legal successor. 
In one sense, I might be deemed the next of kin ; though, 
by a dictwm of the common law 1 have no claim to the suc- 
cession. Nevertheless, you all know it was the inlention 
of our late friend to constitute me his executor, and I con- 
ceive it proper that search sho:dd now be made for a will. 
which, by being duly executed, must dispose of all in this 
house, and let us know who is entitled to command at this 
solemn and important moment/* It strikes me, Sir Gervaise 
Oakes, that the circumstances are so peculiar as to call foi 
prompt proceedings." 

" I fully agree with you, Sir Reginald," returned the vice- 
admiral ; " but beibre we proceed any further, I would sug- 
gest the propriety of having us many of those present as 
possible, who have an interest in the result. Mr. Thomas 
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Wychecombe, (lie reputed nephew of the deceased, I do nol 

On examination, iliis was [bund to be true, and the man 
of Tom Wychecombe, who bad been ordered by liis master 
to be present a3 a sjsy, wss immediately 'sunt lo the latter, with 
a request that he would attend. After a delay of two or 
three minutes, the fellow re'.urned with the answer. 

" Sir Thomas Wycheco rube's compliments, gentlemen," 
he said, " and he desires !.o know iiics object of your request. 
He is in his room, indulging in natural grief for his recent 
loss; and he pre (ore (o be ielt aloi;c with his sorrows, just 
at this moment, if it he agreeable to you." 

This was taking high ground in the commencement; and, 
as the man had his cue, arid delivered his message with 
great distinctness and steadiness, the effect on the depend- 
ants of the household was very evident. Sir Reginald's face 
flushed, while Sir Cervaise bit his lip ; Blue water played 
with the hilt of his sword, very indifferent to all that was 
passing ; while Atwood and the surgeons shrugged their 
shoulders and smiled. The first of [huso persons well knew 
that Tom had no shadow of a claim to the title he had been 
in so much haste to assume, however, and be hoped that 
the feebleness of his rights in all particulars, was represented 
by the mixed feeb'.eness ft mi impudence connected wilh this 
message. Determined not to be bullied from his present 
purpose, therefore, he turned lo the servant and sent him 
back with a second message, that did no!, fail of its object. 
The man was directed lo inform his master, that Sir Regi- 
nald Wychecombe was in possession of facts that, in his 
opinion, justified the course he was taking, and if "Mr, 
Thomas Wychecombe" did not choose to appear, in order 
to look after his own interests, ho should proceed without 
him. This brought Tom into the room, his face pale with 
uncertainty, rather Hum with grief, and his mind agitated 
with such apprehensions as are apt to beset even [ho most 
wicked, when they take their first important step in evil. 
He bowed, however, to the company with an air that he 
intended to represent the manner of a well-bred man acknow- 
ledging bis duties i.o respected guests. 

" If I appear remiss in any of the duties of a host, gentle, 
men," he said, " you will overlook it, I trust, in considera- 
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tion of my [!i ,onl. feelings. .Sir YVycherly was my father's 
elder brothei, .md was very dear, us he was very near to 
me. By this mekiooholy death, Sir Reginald, I am sud- 
denly and unexpectedly elevated to be the head of our 
ancient and honourable family ; but ] know my own per- 
sonal un worthiness to occupy ilia! distinguished place, and 
feel how much better it would be filled by yourself! Al- 
though the law has placed a wide and impassable barrier 
between all 01" your branch of the- family and ourselves, 1 
shall ever be ready to acknowledge the a(iin;iy,and to confess 
that it does us finite as much honour as it bestows." 

Sir Reginald, by a ^real effort, commanded himself so 
far as to return the bow, and apparcn'ly to receive the con- 
descending admissions of the speech, with a proper degree 
of respect. 

" Sir, I thank you," he answered, with formal courtesy ; 
"no affinity that can be properly and legally established, 
will ever be disavowed by mo. Undo:' present circumstances, 
however, summoned as 1 bave been to the side of his death- 
bed, by the late Sir Wyoherly, himself, and named by him, 
as one might say, with bis dying breath, as his executor, I 
feel it a duty to inquire into the rights of all parties, and, if 
possible, to ascertain who is the successor, and consequently 
who has the best claim to command hero." 

" You surely do not attach any validity, Sir Reginald, to 
the pretended will that was so singularly drawn up in my 
dear uncle's presence, an hour before he died ! Had that 
most extraordinary instrument been duly signed and sealed, 
I cannot think that tin: Doctor'-: Commons would sustain it ; 
but unsigned and unsealed, it is no better than so much 
waste paper." 

" As respects the real eslate, sir. though so great a loser 
by the delay of five minutes, I am willing to admit that you 
are right. With regard to the personals, a question in 
equity — one of c'.euriv-e^pressed intention — -mi^h'. possd.lv 
arise; though even of that 1 am by no means certain." 

" No, sir ; no — " cried Tom, a glow of triumph colouring 
hla check, in spite of every effort to appear calm ; " no 
English court would ever disturb the natural succession to 
the personals 1 I am the last man fo wish to disturb some 
if these legacies— particularly that to Mr. Rotherham, and 
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those lo (lie poof, faithful domestics," — Tom saw the pru 
dence of conciliating allies, at such a critical moment, and 
his declaration had an instant ami strong el'Iuct, as was evi- 
dent by the countenances of many of the listeners; — ■ 
"and I may say, that to Miss Mildred Dutton; all of which 
will be duly paid, precisely as if my beloved uncle had been 
in his right mind, anil had actually made the bequests ; for 
thia mixture of reason iiik! jn.Jt.icn, with wild and extraordi- 
nary conceits, is by no means uncommon among men of 
great age, and in their last moments. However, Sir Regi- 
nald, I beg you will proceed, and act as in your judgment 
the extraordinary dreuniiitauecs of what may bo called a 
very peculiar ease, require." 

" I conceive it to be our duty, sir, to search for a will. 
If Sir Wycherly has actually died intestate, it will be time 
enough to inquire into fho ei;.<e.s!ion of the succession at com- 
mon law. I have hero the key., of his private secretary ; 
and Mr. Furlong, the land-steward, who has just arrived, 
and whom you sec in the roiyrj, tells me Sir Wycherly was 
accustomed to keep nil his valuable papers in this piece of 
furniture. I sha.il ivnv proceed to open it." 

" Do so, Sir Reginald ; no one can have a stronger desire 
than myself to ascertain my beloved midu's pleasure. Those 
(o whom ho seemed to wish to give, oven, shall not he losers 
for the want of his name." 

Tom was greatly raised in the opinions of half in the 
room, by this artful declaration, which was effectually se- 
curing just so many friends, in the event of any occurrence 
that might render such support necessary. In the mean 
time, Sir Reginald, assisted by the steward, opened the 
secretary, and found the deposifo of papers. The leases 
were all in order; the title-deeds were properly arranged ; 
the books and accounts appeared <o be exactly kept; ordi- 
nary bills and reed pis were filed with me! bod; two or three 
bags of guineas proved that ready cash was not wanting ; 
and, in short, everything showed that the deceased had left 
his affairs in perfect order, and in a very intelligible condi- 
tion. Paper after paper, however, was opened, and nothing 
like a will, rough draft or copied, was to be found. Disap- 
pointment was strongly pain'ed on [he fiices of all the gen- 
tlemen present ; for, they had ignoranfly imbibed the opinion, 



Hosiec by Google 



THE TWO ADMIRALS. 227 

that thf production of a will would, In sonic unknown man- 
ner, defeat the hopes of the soi dinuid Sir Thomas Wyche- 
combe. Nor was Tom. himself, altogether without concern ; 
for, since the recent change in his uncle's feelings towards 
himself, be lind ;i secret iippicbelisiou Ihal some paper might 
be found, io de-eat all his hopes. Triumph, however, gradu. 
ally assumed the place of (ear, in the expression of his 
countenance; and when Mr. Furlong, a perfectly honest 
man, declared that, from the late baronet's habits, as well as 
from the result of this search, he did not believe that any 
such instrument; existed, his Hidings overflowed in language. 
"Not so fast, Master furlong — not so last," he cried; 
" here is something that possibly even your legal acumen 
may be willing to term a will. You perceive, gentlemen, I 
have it in my possession on good authority, as it is addressed 
to me by name, and thai, too, in Sir Wycherly's own hand- 
writing; the envelope is sealed willi his private seal. You 
will pronounce this to be my dear uncle's hand, "Furlong," — 
showing the supersuripiion of the letter — ■" and this to be his 

"Both are genuine, gentlemen," returned the steward, 
with a sigh. " Thus far, Mr. Thomas is in the right." 

"Mr. Thomas, sirrah! — And why not Sir Thomas 1 
Ave baronets addressed as ofher men, in Kngland? But, no 
matter ! There is a time tor all Ihiugs. Sir Gcrvaise Oakes, 
as you are perfectly inditierent in this alHii.r, I ask of you the 
favour to break the seal, and to inquire into the contents of 
the paper?" 

The vice-admiral was not slow in complying ; for, by 
this time, he began to feel an intense interest in the result. 
The reader will readily '.indoi'slaiui thai, Turn had banded to 
Sir Gervaise the will drawn up by his father, and which, 
after inserting- his repu'oi.l nephew's name, Sir Wycherly 
had duly executed, and delivered to the person most interested. 
The envelope, address, and outer seal, Tom had oblained 
the very day the will was signed, after assuring himself of 
the contents of the latter, by six or eight careful perusals. 
The vice-adrniral read the instrument from beginning to 
end, before he put it into the hands of Sir Reginald to ex- 
amine. The latter fully e-q>eet.ed to meet with a clumsy 
orgerv ; but Ihe instant his eyes fell on the phraseology, he 
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perccivoj thru the will had been drawn by otic expert ;n the 
law. A second look satisfied him that the hand was lhat 
of Mr. Baron Wychecombe. It has already been said, thai 
in this instrument, Kir WycheriY had bequeathed all he had 
on earth, to " his ncpbeii ; , Thomas Wyebccotnbc, son, &a. 
&c." making; Ins heir, also, his executor. 

"This will appears to me to have been drawn tip by a 
very skilful lawyer ; the kilo iiuron Vryehocombe," observed 
the baronet. 

" It was, Sir IlfighvaLl," answered Tom, endeavouring to 
appear unconcerned. "He did.it to oblige my respected 
uncle, leaving blank:! ibr lite name oi' l.iio devisee, not liking 
to make a will so very decidedly in favour of his own son. 
The writing in the blanks is by Sir Wycberly himself, 
leaving no doahts oi'hU intentions." 

" 1 do not see but yon may claim to be the heir of Wyche- 
combe, sir, as well us oft ho personals ; though yourclaims 
to the baronetcy shall certainly bo continual and defeated." 

"And why defeated]" demanded Wycberly, stepping for- 
ward for the first time, and speaking with a curiosity he 
found it difficult to control. "Is not Mr.Th.omas- — Si- 
Thomas, I ought rather to say, — (he eldest son of the late 
Sir Wycherly's next brother; and, as a matter of course, 
heir to the title, as well as to the estate V 

" Not he, as I can answer from a careful examination of 
proofs. Mr. Baron Wydieeoinbc was never married, and 
thus could have no heir at law." 

" Is this possible! — How have we all been deceived then, 
in America I" 

" Why do yon nay this, y.otnig :»c.'i I kalian ' Can you have 
any legal claims here?" 

"I am Wycberly, the only sou of Wycberly, who was 
lbs eldest son of Gregory, the younger brother of the late 
baronet; and if what you say be true, the next in succession 
to lhe baronetcy, at least." 

"This is — " Tom's words skick in Ins throat; for fhn 
qm'et, stern eye of theyouna' sailor met. his look and warned 
him to be prudent. — "This is a mistake" he resumed. 
"My uncle Gregory was lost at sea, and died a bachelor. 
He ca.n have left" no lawful issue." 

" I must say, young gentleman," added Sir Reginald; 
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gravely, " that audi lifts always been the history of his fate. 
I have had too near an interest in this family, to neglect ita 
annals." 

" I know, sir, thai sneh lias been the opinion here for more 
than lialf a century ; but it was founded in error. The facts 
are simply these. My grandfather, a warm-hearted but 
impetuous young man, struck an older lieutenant, when 
ashore and on duty, in one of the West India Islands. The 
penalty was deaili ; but, neither the party injured nor the 
commander of the vessel, wished to push matters to ex- 
trcmity,and the offender was advised to absent himself from 
the ship, at the moment of sailing. The injured party was 
induced to take this eosu'se, as in a previous quarrel, my 
grandfather had received his lire, without returning it ; 
frankly admitting his fault. The ship did sail without Mr. 
Gregory Wychecombe, and was lost, every soul on board 
perishing. My grandfaiher passed into Virginia, where he 
remained a twelvcnioiilb, supp resting his story, lest its narra- 
tion might lead to iviiiif.ary punishment. Love nest scaled 
his future fate. He married a woman of fortune, and though 
his history was well known in his own retired circle, it 
never spread beyond it. No one supposed him near the 
succession, and there was no motive for stating the fact, on 
account of his interests. Once he wrote to Sir Wyehcrly, 
but he suppressed the letter, as likely to give more pain 
than pleasure. That letter I now have, and in his own 
hand -writing. I have also his commission, and all the othei 
proofs of identity that such a person would be apt to pos- 
sess. They are as complete as any court in Christendom 
would be likely to require, for he never felt a necessity for 
changing his name. He has been dead but two years, and 
previously to dying lie saw that every document norossary 
to establish my claim, should a moment for en forcing it ever 
arrive, was put In such a legal form as to admit of no cavil- 
ling. He outlived my own father, but none of us thought 
there was any motive (or presenting ourselves, as all be- 
lieved that the sons of Baron Wychecombe were legitimate. 
7 can only suy.sir, that 1 have complete legal evidence that 
[ am heir at law of Ureiipry, the younger brother of the late 
Sir Wycherly Wychecombe. "Whether the fact will give 
me anv rights here, you boat can say." 
20 
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" It will make you hesr of entail to this estate, master of 
this house, and of most of what it contains, and the present 
baronet. You have only to prove what you say, to defeat 
every provision of this will, wish (ho exception of that which 
refers to the personal estate." 

" Bravo !" cried Sir Gervaisc, fairly rubbing his hands 
with delight. " Bravo, Dick : il'we were aboard the Plan- 
tagenet, by tho Lord, I 'd turn the hands up, and have three 
cheers. So then, my brave yoimg seaman, you turn out to 
be Sir Wycher'.y Wyohecombe, after all !" 

"Yes, that's the way we always docs, on board ship," 
observed Galleygo, to the group of domestics ; " whenever 
anything of a halloing oha racier turns up. Sometimes we 
makes a signal to Aditiir.il Tiluo and the rest on 'em, to 
'stand by to cheer,' and all of us sets to, to cheer as if our 
stomachs was full of hurrahs, and wo wanted to get rid on 
'em. If Sir Jarvy would just pass the word now, you'd 
have a taste of that 'ere custom, that would do your ears 
good ibr a twelve-month. It's a cheering matter when one 
of the trade falls heir to an estate." 

" And would this be a proper mode of settling a question 
of a right of property, Sir Corvaise Oakos?" asked Tom, 
with more of right ami reason than he commonly had of his 
side; "and that, too, with mv nncie lying dead beneath this 
roof?" 

" I acknowledge the justice of ;he reproof, young sir, and 
will say no more in the rnat'er — tit least, nothing as indis- 
creet as my last speech. Sir Reginald, you have the affair 
in hand, and I recommend if. to your serious attention." 

" Fear nothing, Sir Gorvrdsc,'' answered he of Hertford- 
shire. "Justice shall be done in the promises, if justice rule 
in England. Your story, young gentleman, is probable, 
and naturally told, anil I see a family likeness between you 
and the Wychecombos. generally ; a likeness that is cer- 
tainly not to he traced in the person of the other claimant, 
Did the point depend on the legitimacy of Mr. Thomas 
Wyehecombe, it might lie easily determined, as I have his 
owt; mother's declaration to the fact of his illegitimacy, as 
well as of one other material circumstance that may possibly 
unsettle even the Into !!;:ron Wye-iioeombo's will. But this 
testamentary devise of Sir Wyoherlv appears to be perfect, 
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and nothing but the oniail can defeat it. You speak of your 
proofs ; where are they 1 It is all-important to know which 
party is entitled to possession." 

" Here they arc, sir," answered Wycherly, removing a 
belt from his body, and producing his papers ; " not in the 
originals, certainly ; for most <>\' them arc matters of official 
record, in Virginia; but in, what the lawyers call 'exem- 
plified copies,' and which I am told are in a fit state to be 
read as evidence in any court in England, that can fake 
coimi/anee of the matter." 

Sir Reginald took (lie papers, and began to read them, 
one by one, and with deep .vkuition. The evidence of the 
identity of the grandfather was full, and of the clearest 
nature. He had been recognised as an old schoolfellow, by 
one of the governors of the colony, and it was at this gen- 
tleman's suggestion that he had taken so much pains to per- 
petuate the evidence of his identity. Both the marriages, 
one wilh Jane Beverly, and the other with Rebecca Ran- 
dolph, were fully substantiated, as were the two births. 
The personal identity of the young man, and this too as the 
only son of Wycherly, the eldest son of Gregory, was "well 
certified to, and in a way that could leave no doubt as to the 
person meant. In a word, the proofs were such as a careful 
and experienced lawyer would hare prepared, in a case that 
admitted of no doubt, and which was liable to be contested in 
a court of law. Sir Reginald was quite half an hour in 
looking over the papery ; ami during this time, every eye in 
the room was on him, watching the expression of his coun- 
tenance with the utmost solicitude. At length, he finished 
his task, it hen be again lurried io Wycherly. 

"These papers have been prepared wish great method, 
and an acute knowledge of what might be required," he 
Bftid. "Why have they been so long suppressed, and why 
did you permit Sir Wycherly to die in ignorance of your 
near affinity to him, and of your claims?" 

"Of my claims 1 was ignorant myself, believing not Only 
Mr. Thomas Wyeheeoiube, but his two brothers, to stand 
before me. This was the opinion of my grandfather, even 
when he caused these proofs to be perpetuated. They were 
given to me, that I might claim affinity to the family on my 
ui rival in England ; and it was the injunction of my grand- 
15 
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father that they should be worn on my person, until the mo. 
ment arrived when I eonld vise them." 

" This explains your not preferring the claim— why not 
prefer the relationship I" 

" What for, sir ? I found America and Americans looked 
down on, in England — colonists spoken of as a race of in- 
ferior beings— of diminished sta!ui'<;, leeblor iiitellecis, and a 
waning spirit, as conmaved to those from whom they had 
so recently sprung ; and I was too proud to confess an 
affinity where I saw it was not desired. When wounded, 
and expecting to die, I was landed hen;, at my own request, 
with an' intention to state the facts ; but, falling under the 
care of ministering annuls,"-— hero Wye-berk' glanced his 
eye at Mildred and her mother — -" I less felt the want of 
relatives. Sir Wycherly I honoured; but he loo mani- 
festly regarded us Americans as inferiors, to leave any wish 
(o tell him 1 was his great- nephew." 

" I fearwe are not all.oijoihui' liee .'Kirn this reproach, Sir 
Gervaise,"observi"'il Kir t L ■:-?!.■ i : i : ; I ■'! - 1. h < .? m ;.v 1 1 1 1 l i ] I _y . " Wedoap- 
pear to think there is something in the air of this part of the 
island, that renders us better than common. Nay, if a 
claim comes from over water, let it bo what it may, it strikes 
us as a foreign and inadmissible eiaim. The fate from which 
even princes are not exempt, humbler men must certainly 
submit to !" 

" I can understand the feeling, and I think it honourable 
to the young man. Admiral F5lue«-ater, yon and I have had 
occasion often to rebuke this very spirit in our young offi- 
cers; and you will agree with me when I say that litis 
gentleman has acted naturally, in acting as he has." 

" I must corroborate what you say, Sir Gervatse," an- 
swered Bluewater ; " and, as one who has seen 'much of the 
colonies, and who is getting to be an old man, I venture to 
predict that this very feeling, sooner or later, will draw down 
upon England its own eons'.iooenees, in the shape of condign 
punishment." 

" I don't go as far as that, Dick — I don't go as far as 
that. But it is unwise and unsound, and we. who know bolh 
hem ism .ores, ought to set our jiicos against it. We have 
already some gallant fellows from (bat quarter of the world 
among us, and I hope to live to see more," 
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This, let it be remembered, was said before the Hallowells, 
and Coffins, and lircntons of our own times, were enrolled 
hi a service that lias since become foreign to that of the land 
of their birth; but it was prophetic of their appearance, 
and of that of many other high names from the colo- 
nies, in the lists of the British marine. Wycheriy smiled 
proudly, but he made no answer. All this lime, Sir Regi. 
nald had been musing on what had passed. 

"It would seem, ;.^:nlloin.-:n,-' rho latter now observed, 
" that, contrary to our belief, there is an heir to the baro- 
netcy, as well as lo the e.slufe of Wychecombe ; and all our 
regrets that the lute incttmbent did not live to execute the 
will we had drawn at Ids request, have become useless. Sir 
Wycheriy Wychecombe, t congratulate you, on thus suc- 
ceeding to the honours and estates of your family ; and, as 
a member of the las 1 ., I may he permitted to congratulate all 
of the name In being so woriliilv represented. For one of 
that family I cheerfully recognize you as its head and chief." 

Wycheriy bowed his a e.k now: oddments, receiving also the 
compliments of most of the others present. Tom Wyche- 
combe, however, formed an exception, and instead of mani- 
festing any disposition to submit to this summary disposal 
of bis chums, he was brooding over the means of maintain- 
ing them. Detecting by the conntennnces of the upper ser- 
vants that they were orieeinally bribed by bis promise tu pay 
the l.atc baronet's legacies, bo felt tolerably confident of sup- 
port from that quarter. He well knew that possession was 
nino points of the law, and his thoughts naturally turned 
towards the means necessary to securing this great ad- 
vantage. As yet, the two chimanls were on a par, in this 
respect; for while the executed will might seem to give him 
a superior claim, no authority that was derived from an in- 
sufficient source would bo deemed available in law; and Sir 
Wycheriy had clearly no right to devise Wychecombe, so 
long as there existed an heir of entail. Both parties, too, 
were merely guests in the house ; so that neither had any 
possession that would require a legal process to eject hi'm. 
Tom had been entered at the Temple, and had some know- 
edge of the law of the land ; more especially as related to 
real estate ; and he was aware that there existed some quain) 
20* 
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ceremony of taking possession, as it existed under the feudal 
system; but he was ignorant of the precise forms, and had 
some reasonable doubts how far [hey would benefit him, 
under the peculiar circumstances of ibis on.se. On the whole, 
therefore, he was disposed to try the effect of intimidation, 
by means of the advantages he dearly possessed, and of 
such little reason as the fuels connected with his claim, 
allowed him to offer. 

" Sir Reginald VV _\ ehceombe," he said gravely, and with 
as much indifference as he i;o:ild assume ; " you have be- 
trayed a facility of belief in this American history, that has 
surprised me in one with so high a reputation for prudence 
and caution. This sudden revival of the dead may answer 
for the credulous lovers of marvels, but it would hardly do 
for a jury of twelve sober-minded and sworn men. Admit- 
ting the whole of (his ge a 1 ",i. Brian's stnleinent to be true, how- 
ever, you will not deny the late Sir Wycherly's right to 
make a will, if he only devised his old shoes; and, having 
this right, that of naming his executor necessarily accom- 
panied it. Now, sir, I am clearly that executor, and ag 
such I demand leave to exercise my functions in this house, 
as its temporary master at least.'' 

" Not so fast — not so fast, young sir. Wills must he 
proved and executors qualified, before either has any validity. 
Then, again, Sir VV'ycherly could only give authority over 
that which was his own. The instant he ceased to breathe, 
his brother Gregory's grandson became [he life-tenant of 
this estate, the house included ; and I advise him to assert 
'that right, trusting :o I he validity of his claim, for his justifi- 
cation in law, should it become necessary. In these matters 
he who is right is safe ; while he who is wrong must take 
(he consequences of his own acts. Mr. Furlong, your 
stewardship ceased with the life of your principal ; if you 
have any keys or papers to deliver, I advise your placing 
them in the hands of Ibis, gentleman, whom, beyond all cavil, 
I take to be the rightful Sir Wyeherly Wychecombc." 

Furlong was a eaufieus : clear-headed, honest man, and 
with every desire to see Torn defealed, iie was tenacious of 
doing his duty. He led Sir Reginald aside, therefore, and 
examined him, at some levig'h, touching the nature of the 
proofs that had been offered ; until, quiie satisfied that thero 
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could be no mistake, he declared hi* willingness to comply 
with the request. 

" Certainly, I hold the keys of tin; lute Sir Wycherly'a 
palters,- -those that have just been seen in the search for the 
will," he said, " and have every wish to place them in the 
hands of their proper owner. Here they are, Sir Wycherly; 
though I would advise you to remove the bags of gold thai 
are in the secretary, to some other place ; as those youi 
uncle had a right to bequeath to whom lie saw fit. Every- 
thing else in the socrctm'y goes with the estate ; as do the 
plate, furniture, and other boir-loonis of the Hall." 

" I thank you, Mr. Furlong, and I will first use these 
keys to follow your advice," answered the new baronet; 
" then I will return them to you, with a request that you 
will still retain the charge of all your ibmier duties." 

This was no sooner said than done ; Wycherly placing 
the bags of gold on the floor, until some other place of secu- 
rity could be provided. 

"All that I legally can, Sir Wycherly, will I cheer- 
fully do, in order to aid you in the assertion of your righ'. ; 
though 1 do not see how I can transfer more than I hold. 
Quifacit per alium,fticit per se, is good law, Sir Reginald ; 
but the principal mast have power to act, before the deputy 
can exercise authority. It appears to me that this is a case, 
in which each party stands on his own rights, at his own 
per.il. The possession of the farms is safe enough, for the 
'.ime being, with the tenants ; but as to the Hall and Park, 
there would seem to be no one in the legal occupancy. 
This makes a case in which title is immediately available." 

" Such is the law, Mr. Furlong, and I advise Sir Wy- 
cherly to take possession of the key of the outer door at 
once, as master of the tenement." 

No sooner was (his opinion given, than Wycherly left the 
room, followed by all present !o the hall. Here he pro- 
ceeded alone to the vestibule, locked the great door of the 
building, and put the key in his pocket. This act was 
steadily performed, and in a way to counteract, in a great 
degree, the effect on the domestics, of Tom's promises con- 
cerning the legacies. At the same moment, Furlong whis- 
pered something in the ear of Sir Reginald. 

" Now you are quietly in possession, Sir Wycherly," said 
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the latter, smiling ; " there is no necessity of keeping us all 
prisoners in order to maintain vour chums. David, the 
usual poller, Mr. Furlong tells me. is a faithful servant, and 
if he will accept of the key as your agent, it may be returned 
to him with perfect legal safety," 

As David cheerfully assented 1.0 this proposition, the key 
was put into his hands again, and the new Sir Wycherly 
was generally thought to be in possession. Nor did Tom 
dare to raise the contemplated question of his own legitimacy 
before Sir Reginald, who, he had discovered, possessed a 
clue to the facts; and he consequcmly suppressed, for the 
moment at least, the certiiicaie of marriage he had so re- 
cently forged. Bowing round to the whole company, there- 
fore, with a sort of s;i,rwis!ic compliance, ho stalked off to 
his own room with the air of an injured man. This left our 
young hero in possession of the field ; but, as the condition 
of the house was not one suitable to an unreasonable display 
of triumph, the party soon separated ; some to consult con- 
cerning the future, some to diseonr.sc of the past, and all to 
wonder, more or less, of the present. 
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OHAPTEE XVI. 

"Let winds be shrill, let waves roll high 
I fear not wave nor wind ; 
Yet marvel not, Sir Childe, tliat I 
Am soirowfulofmind." 

Childe Harold. 

•'Well, Sir Jarvy," said Galleygo, fallowing on tiie 
heels of the two admirals, as the latter entered the dressing- 
room of the officer addressed ; " it has turned out just as I 
thought ; and the County of Fair-villluii has come out of Ida 
hole, like a porpoise coming up to breathe, the moment our 
hacks is turned ! As soon as we gives the order to square- 
away for England, and I sees the old Planter's cabin win- 
dows turned upon France, I fbrcsced them consequences. 
Well, gentlemen, here ! s been a heap of prize-money made 
in this house, without much lighting. We shall have to give 
the young lieutenant a leave, ibr a ibw months, in order that 
he may take his swing ashore, here, among his brother 

" Pray, sir, what may be your pleasure V demanded Sir 
Gervaise ; " and what the devil has brought you at my 

" Why, big ships always lows sinaii craft, your honour," 
returned Galleygo, simpering. " Howsever, I never comes 
without an errand, as every body knows. You see, Sir 
Jarvy, — you see. Admiral iihie, that our signal- officer is 
ashore, with a report for us ; and mee'ing me in the hall, he 
made it to me first like, that [ might bring it up to you a'ter- 
wards. ■ His news is I hut the bYencb county is gone to sea, 
as I has just told you, gentlemen." 

" Can it be possible I hat l.kuj'iug has brought any such 
tidings here ! Harkce, Galleygo ; desire Mr. Bunting to 
walk up ; and then see thai you behave yourself as is decent 
in a bouse of tr. 
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" Ay-ay-sir. No fears of I, gentlemen. I can put oh as 

^.■i.ovoes a look as tin: best oil 'cm, find il'thcv wishes to sen 
sorrow becomingly, a.nd shio-sbape, let thorn study my con- 
duct and countenance. We has all seen dead men afore 
now, gentlemen, ras we all knows. When wc fou't Moun- 
sheer Gravelaud, (Cravelin) we had forty -seven slain, be- 
sides the hurt thai lived to tell their own pain ; and when we 
had the — " 

" Go to the devil, Mas'.er feeley.^o, and desire Mr. Bunting 
lo walk up stair;;," eried Sir Gervaise, impatiently. 

" Ay-ay-sir. Which will your honour have done first ?" 

" Let me see the si.unal-otbccr,_/i'o(, : ' answered the vice- 

ndnhral, laughing ; " then tic certain of cioculin;; :he other 

" Well," muttered Ga!k'y<ro, as he descended the stairs; 
"if I was to do as he says, now, what would we do with 
the licet? Ships wants orders lo fight: and flay:; wants 
ibod ki give orders ; and food wjnls stewards lo be put U[>oii 
the table; and stewards wants no devils to help 'em do 
their duty. No — no— Sir Jarvy ; I 'II not pay that visit, '.ill 
we all goes in company, as is suitable for them that has 
sailed so long together." 

" This will be great news, Dick, if do Vervlllin has really 
come out !" cried Sir Ccrvfiise, mbbltty Ids hands with do- 
light. " Hang me, if I wait lor orders from London ; but 
we'll sail with the first wind and tide. Let them settle the 
quarrel at home, as they best tan : it is our business to catch 
llie Frenchman, Mow many ships do you really suppose 
Ihe count to have V 

" Twelve of two decks, besides one three-decker, and 
beating es in irigates. Two or three, however, are short 
vessels, rind cannot be ijuite as heavy as our own. I see no 
reason why we should not engage him." 

" 1 rejoice to hear you say so I How much more honour- 
able is it to seek the enemy, than to be iiU:'i«iung about a 
court ! I hope yon in'ei.id to let me announce that red riband 
in general orders to-morrow, Dick 1" 

"Never, with my consent, Sir Gcrvnise, so long as the 
house of Hanover confers liic boon. But what an cxtraordi. 
nary scene we have just had below 1 This young lieutenant 
is a noble fellow, and I hope, with all my heart, he will be 
enabled to make good Lis claim." 
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" Of that Sir Reginald' ussurr^ me there can be no man. 
ner ol' i.loMbt. His paper,-; arc in perieet order, and his story 
simple and probable. Do yon not remember hearing, 
when we were midshipmen in Ihe West Indies, of a lieu- 
tenant of Ihe Sappho's striking a senior ofucer, ashore ; and 
of his having been probably saved from the sentence of 
death, by the loss of the ship 7" 

" As well as if it were yesterday, how you name (he 
vessel. And this yon suppose to have been the late Sir 
Wychci'ly's brother? Did he belong to the Sappho?" 

" So they tell me, below ; and it leaves no doubt on my 
mind, of the truth of the whole story." 

" It is a proof, too, how easy it is for one to return to 
England, ami maintain his villus, aiier an absence of more 
than half a century. He in Scotland has a claim quite as 
strong as that of this youth !" 

" Dick Bluewator, you seem determined to pull a house 
down about your own ears ! What have you or I to do with 
these Scotch adventurers, when a gallant enemy invites us 
to come out and m^et him 1 Hut, mum ■ -hen 1 is Runting." 

At this instant the sigual-liculeiiant of the PI anta genet was 
shown info (.lie room, by Uiilleyjro, in person. 

" Well, Runting; what (idings from the fleet ?" demanded 
Sir Gervaise. " Do the ships still ride to the flood?" 

" It is slack-water, Sir Gervaise, and the vessels are 
looking oil ways at once. Most of us are clearing hawse, 
for there are more round turns in our cables, than I remem- 
ber ever to have seen in so short a time." 

" That comes of there horns no wind, and the uselessness 
ofthestaysailsand spankers. What has brought you ashore? 
Galleygo tells us something of a cutter's coming in, with 
information that the French arc out ; but Am news is usually 
galley-news:' 

" Not always, Sir Gervaise,'' returned ihe "ieutenant, cast- 
ting a side-look at Ihe steward, who often comforted him 
with ship's delicacies in the admiral's cabin ; " this time, he 
is right, at least. The Active is coming in slowly, and has 
been signalling us all the morning. We make her out to 
say that Monsieur Vervillin is at sea with his whole force." 

" Yes," muttered Ga.lleygo (<> j.lie rear-admiral, in a sort 
of aside ; " the County of Fairvillian has come out. of hia 
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hole, just as I told Sir .larvy. Fair-wcather-villians they 
all js, and no bones broken." 

" Silence — and you think, Burning, you read the signals 
clearly?" 

"No doubt of it, Sir Gervaise, Captain Greenly is of 
the same opinion, and has sent me ashore with the news. 
He desired me to tell you that the ebb would make in half 
an hour, and that wis can then ietcli past the rocks to the 
westward, light as the wind is." 

"Ay, that is Greenly, I can swear!— He'll not sit down 
until we are all awei^b, and standing out. Does the cutter 
tell us which way the count was looking?" 

" To the westward, sir ; on an easy bowline, and under 
short canvass." 

"The gentleman is in no hurry, it would seem. Has he 
a convoy )" 

" Not a sail, sir. Nineteen anil, all cruisers, and only 
twelve of the line. He has one two-decker, and two frigates 
more than we can muster ; just a Frenchman's odds, sir." 

" The count has certainly with him, the seven new ships 
that were built last season," quietly observed Bluewater, 
leaning back in bis easy-chair, until his body inclined at an 
angle of forty-live degrees, and stretching a leg on an 
empty stand, in his usual sclf-indnliicnt manner. "They 
are a little heavier than their old vessels, and will give us 
harder work." 

" The tougher the joh, the more creditable the workman- 
ship. .The tide is turning you say, Bunting?" 

" It is, Sir Gervaise ; and we shall ail tend ebb, hi twenty 
minutes, The frijfat.es outside are riding down' channel 
already. The Chios; seems to (hink that we shall be moving 
soon, as she has crossed (op -''.a'! ant and royal-yards, liven 
Captain Greenly wua thinking of strelchin^ alotu.; the tries- 
senger." 

" Ah ! you 're a set of uneasy fellows, all round ! — You 
tire of your native land in twenty-lour hours, 1 find. Well, 
Mr. Bunting; you can <;o off, and say tha! all is very well. 
This house is in a sad state of eon fusion, as, I presume you 
know. Mention this to Captain Greenly." 

" Ay-ay-sir ; is it your pleasure I should tell bra any- 
thing else, Sir Gervaise Oakes ?" 
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" Why — yes — Bunting," answered the vice-admiral, 
.smiling ; " you may as well give him a hint to get all his 
fresh grub off, as fast as he can— and— yes ; to lei no more 
men quit the ship on liberty." 

" Anything more, Sir Gervaise V added the pertinacious 
officer. 

" On the whole, you may as well run up a signal to be 
ready to unmoor. The ships can very well ride at single 
anchors, when the tido has once fairly made. What say 
you, Bluewatcr V 

"A signal to unmoor, at once, would expedite matters. 
You know very well, you intend to go to sea, and why not 
do the thing off-hand J" 

" I dare sav, now. Bunting, you too would likf: to give the 
commander-in-ehiel'a nudge: of some; sort or other." 

"Iff could presume so tin-, Sir Gervaise. I can only 
say, sir, that the sooner we are off, the sooner we shall flog 
the French." 

"And Master Galley go, what are your sentiments, on 
this occasion 1 It is a lull council, and all ought to speak, 
freely." 

"You knows, Sir .Tarvy, that I never speaks in these 
matters, unless spoken to. Admiral Blue and your honour 
arc quite enough to take care of the fleet in most circum- 
stances, though there is some knowledge in the tops, as well 
as in the cabin. My ideas is, gentlemen, that, by casting 
to starboard on this ebb tide, we shall all have our heads 
off-shore, and we shall (etch into the oiling as easily as a 
country wench turns in a jig. What we shall do with the 
fleet, when vve gets out, will be shown in our ultra move, 
ments." 

By " ultra," David meant " ulterior," a word he had 
caught up from bearing despatches read, which he understood 
no better than those who wrote them at the admiralty, 

"Thanks to you all, my friends!" cried Sir Gervaise, 
who was so deligbi'id at the prospect of a general engage- 
ment, that he felt a boyish pleasure in this ibohng ; "and 
now to business, seriously. Mr. Bunting, I would have the 
signal for sailing shown. Let each ship fire a recall-gun 
for her boats. Half an hour later, show the bunting to un- 
moor; and send mv boat ashore as soon as you begin to 
21 
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heave on the capstan. So, good-morning, my fine fellow, 
and show your activity." 

" Mr. Bunting, as you pass ihe ( ,'iesar, do me the favour 
to ask for my boat, also," said Rluewaier, lazily, but half- 
raising liis body to look after the retiring lieutenant. " If 
we are to move, 1 suppose I skill have to go with the rest 
of them. Of course we shall repeat all your signals." 

Sir Gervaise wai'.ed until liuming was out of the room, 
when he turned to the steward, and said with some dryness 
of manner— 

" Mi'. Galleygo, you have my permission to go on board, 
bag Mini baggage." 

" Yes, Sir Jarvy, I understands. We are about to get the 
ships under way, and good men oiiiibl to bo in their places. 
Good-by, Admiral Blue. We shall meet before the face of 
the French, and then 1 ("(peels every man on us will set an 
example to himself of courage and devotion." 

"That fellow grows worse and worse, each day, and I 
shall have to send bim forward, in order to check his im- 
pertinence," said Sir Gervaise, half-vexed and half-laughing. 
" I wonder you stand bis saucy familiarity as well as yon 
appear to do — with bis Admiral Blues !" 

" I shall take offence as soon as I find Sir Jarvy really 
out of humour with him. The man is brave, honest, and 
attached; and these are virtues that would atone for a 
hundred faults." 

" Let the fellow go to the devil ! — Do you not think I had 
better go out, without waiting ior despatches from town?" 

" It is hard to say. Your orders may send us all down 
into Scotland, to face Charles Stuart. Perhaps, too, they 
may make you a duke, and me a baron, in order to secure 
our fidelity!" 

" The blackguards ! — well, say no more of that, just now. 
If M. de Ver villi o. is steering to the westward, he can hardly 
lie aiming at Edinburgh, and the movements in the north." 

" That is by no means so certain. Your really politic fel- 
lows usually look one way and slccr another." 

" It is my opinion, (bat bis object is to e'lect a diversion, 
and my wish is to give it to him, to bis heart's content. So 
long as this force is kept near the chops of the channel, it 
can do no harm in the north, and, in-so-much, must leave 
the road to Germany op^n." 
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" For one, I think it a pity — not to say a disgrace — that 
England cannot settle her own quarrels without calling in 
the aid of cither Frenchman or Dutchman." 

" We must take the world as it is, Dick, and act like two 
straight- forward seamen, without stopping to talk politics. 
J fake it for granted, notwithstanding your Stuart fervour, 
that you are willing <.yiou;;h to iieb me thresh Monsieur de 
Vervillin 7" 

" Beyond a question. Nothing bu! the conviction that he 
was directly employed in serving my naiural and legitimate 
prince, could induce me to show him any favour. Still, 
Oakes, it is possible he may have succours for the Scotch 
tin board, and be bound to the north by the way of the Irish 
channel!" 

" Ay, pretty succours, truly, for an Englishman to sto- 
mach ! Mousquf.tairc.:;, am; rva'uMnt.*. de Crtty, or de Dillon, 
or some d d French mime or other; and, perhaps, beau- 
tiful muskets from the Bois de Vincermes; or some other 
infernal nest of Gallic inventions to put down the just as- 
cendency of old England ! No— no— Dick Bluewater, your 
excellent, loyal, true-hearted fmglish mother, never bore 
you, to he a dupe of Bourb;":e perfidy and trick. I dare say 
she sickened at the very name of Louis !" 

" I 'II not answer for that, Sir Jarvy," returned the rear- 
admiral, with a vacai)* smile ; "for she passed some tin 12 
at the court of le Grand Monarque. But all this is idle ; 
we know each others opinions, and, by this time, ought to 
know each other's characters. Have you digested any plan 
for your future operations ; and what part am I to play in 
it V 

Sir Gervaise paced the room, with hands folded behind 
his back, in an air of deep contemplation, for quite five 
minutes, hefore he answered. All this time, Bluewater re- 
mained watching his countenance and movements, in antici- 
pation of what was to come. At length, the vice-admiral 
appeared to have made up his mind, and he delivered him- 
self of his decision, as follows. 

" I have reflected on thorn, Dick," be said, " even while 
my thoughts have seemed to he occupied with the concerns 
of others. Ifdc Vervillin is out, ho must still bo to the east- 
ward of us; for, running as the tides do on the French coast, 
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he can hardly have, made ranch weeing u-.th this light 
south-west wind. We arc yet uncertain of liis destination, 
and it is all-important that we get immediate sight of him, 
and keep him in view, u tit i t he can he brought to action. 
Now, my plan is this. I will send out the ships in succes- 
sion, with orders to keep on an easy bowline, until each 
reaches the chops of the channel, when she is to go about 
and stand in towards the English coast. Bach succeeding 
vessel, however, will weigh as soon as her leader is hull 
down, and keep within signal dis!ance, in order io send in- 
telligence through the whole line. Nothing will be easier 
than to keep in sight of each oilier, in such tine weather; 
and by these means we shall spread a wide clew, — quite a 
hundred miles,— and command the whole of the channel. 
As soon as Monsieur de Vervillm is made, the fleet can 
close, and then we will bo governed by circumstances. 
Should we see nothing of the French, by the time we make 
their coast, we may be certain they have gone up channel; 
and then, a signal from the van can reverse the order of 
sailing, and we will chase to the eastward, closing to a line 
abreasl as liisi its possible. 

" All this is very well, certainly ; and by means of the 
frigates and smaller cruisers wo can easily sweep a hundred 
and fifty miles of ocean ;— nevertheless, the fleet will be 
lunch scattered." 

" You do not think there will be any danger of the 
French's engaging the van, before the rear can close to aid 
it?" asked Sir Gervaise, with interest, for he had the pro- 
foundest respect for his friend's professional opinions. " I 
intended to lead out in the I'l.-intagencl, myself, and to have 
five or six of the laslosl: ships next to me, with a view that 
we might keep off', until you could brjgg up the rear. If 
they chase, yon know wo can retire." 

" Beyond a douht, if Sir Gervaise Oakes can makeup his 
mind to retire, belore any Frenchman who was ever born,'" 
returned Bluewater, laughing. " All this sounds well ; hut, 
in the event of u meeting, I should >:x-ppcl to find you, with 
the whole van dismasted, iigliiiuu- your hulks like bull-dogs, 
and keeping the Count; at hay, leaving the glory of covering 

" No — no— Dick : I '11 give you my honour I 'II do no- 
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thing so boyish and silly. I'ma different man at fifty-five, 
from what I was at twenty-five. You may be certain thai 
I will run, until 1 think mysed' strong enough to fight." 

" Will you al.ow me to make a suggestion, Admiral 
Oakes ; ami this wiih all the !'rai:kiiess that '.uiyhi. to charac- 
terize our ancient friendship?" 

Sir Gervaise stopped short in his walk, looked Bluewater 
steadily in the luce, and nodded his head. 

"3 understand by : he expression of your countenance," 
continued the other, "that I am expected to apeak. I had 
no more to say, than lo make the simple suggestion .that 
your plan would be most likely to be executed, were I to 
lead the van, and were you to bring up the rear." 

" Ths devil you do ! — This tomes as near mutiny — or 
scandalum magnuUtm.- —as one can wish ! And why do you 
s'jj>;)i).su thai 'no plan of the commandcr-iii-chid' will be least 
m danger of failing, if Admiral Bluewater lead on this occa- 
sion, instead of Admiral Oakes 1" 

" Merely because 1 think Admiral (lakes, when an enemy 
is pressing him, is more apt to take counsel of his heait 
than of his head ; while Admiral Firewater is not. You do 
not know yourself, Sir Jarvy, if you think it so easy a 
matter to run away." 

" I've spoiled yon, Dick, by praising your foolish ma- 
noeuvring so much before your lace, and that 's the whole 
truth of the matter. No— my mind is made up ; and, I be- 
lieve you know me well enough to feel sure, when that is 
the case, even a council of war could not move it. / lead 
out, in the first two-decked ship that lifts her anchor, and 
you follow in the last. You understand my plan, and will 
see it executed, as you see everything executed, in face of 
the enemy." 

Admiral Bluewater smiled, and not altogether without 
irony in his manner; though he managed, at the same time, 
to get (he leg that had been lowest for the last five minutes, 
raised by an ingenuity peculiar to himself, several inches 
above its fellow, 

" Nature never made you for a conspirator, Oakes," he 
said, as soon a.s this change was effected to his mind ; "for 
you carry a 'op-light in your breast that even the blind can 

21 * 



Hosiec by Google 



24G THE TWO ADMIliALS, 

" What crotchet is uppermost in your mind, now, Lhckl 
Ar'n't the orders plain enough to suit yon V 

"I confess it : — as well as the motive ibr giving them just 
in this form." 

" Let 's have it, at once. I prefer a full broadside to your 
minute-guns. What in ray motive?" 

" Simply that you, Sir .larvy, say to a certain Sir Ger- 
vaise Oakes, Bart., Vice- .Admiral of llie Red, and Member 
for Bowldero, in your own mind, ' now, if I can just leave 
that fellow, Dick Blue water, behind me, with four or five 
ships, he '11 never desert nw, when in front of the enemy, 
whatever he might do with K ing George; and so I '11 make 
sure of him hv placing (In: qut-.^liun in such a light that it 
shall be one of friendship, rather than one ofloyalty.' " 

Sir Gervaise coloured (o the temples, Ibr the other had 
penetrated into his mosl secret thoughts: and, yet, spite of his 
momentary vexation, he faced his accuser, and both laughed 
in the heart-felt manner that the circumstance would be 
likely to excite. 

" Hearkee, Dick," said the vice-admiral, as soon as he 
could command sufficient gravity to speak ; " they made a 
mistake when thoy sent you to sea; you ought lo have 
been apprenticed lo a conjuror. 1 care not what you think 
about it ; my orders are given, and they must be obeyed. 
Have you a clear perception of the plan?" 

" One quite as clear, I tell you, as I have of the motive." 

" Enough of this, Blue water ; we have serious duties be- 
fore us." 

Sir Gervaise new entered more at length into las scheme ; 
explaining to his friend ail his wishes and hopes, and letting 
him know, with official minuteness, what was expected at 
his hands. The rear-ad mi ml listened with his accustomed 
respect, whenever any tiling grave was in discussion between 
them ; and, had any one entered while they were thus 
engaged, he would have seen in the manner of one, nothing 
but the dignified frankness of a friendly superior, and in the 
other the deference which the naval inferior usually pays to 
rank. As he concluded Sir Gervaise rang his bell, and 
desired the presence of >S;r Wychcrly Wyehccombe. 

" I could have wished to remain and see this battle for 
the succession fairly fought," he said ■ " but a battle of n dif- 
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such I hope you. will ever consider me. Can I be of any 
service, here?" 

" One of our cutters has just, come ill with news that will 
take (he fleet to sea, again, this morning; or, as soon as 
the tide begins to run a strong ebb. The French are out, 
and we must go and look for (hem. It was my intention 
and my hope, to be able to take you to sea with me in the 
Plantagenet. The date of your commission would not put 
you very high iimiiui h'-i' lieu loo ants ; but, Bunting deserves 
a first lieutenantcy, and I meant to give it to him this after, 
noon, in which case (here would be a vacancy in the situa- 
tion of my own siu'iint'-oiiicei', '< duty you could well perform. 
As it is, you ought not to quit, this bouse, and I must take 
my leave of you with regret it is so." 

" Admiral Oakes, what is there that o'm/m. to keep one of 
my station ashore, on the eve of a general battle'! I sin- 
cerely hope and trust you will alter the last determination, 
and return to the first." 

" You forget your own important interests — remember 
that possession is nine points of the law." 

"We had heard the news below, and Sir Reginald, Mr. 
Furlong, and myself, were discussing the matter when I 
received your summons. These gentlemen tell me, that 
possession can be holt! by deputy, as well as in person. I 
urn satlsliui we can dispose ol'l.his '.injection." 

" Your grandfather's brother, and the late head of your 
family, lies dead in this bouse; it is proper his s 
should he present at his funeral obsequies." 

" We thought of that, also. Sir Reginald has kin 
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nfferod to appear isi my piuce : and, then, (here is the chance 
that the meeting with Monsieur do Vcvvillin will take place 
within the next eighl-and-ie-rly hours; whereas my undo 
cannot be interred certainly ibr a weef; or ten days." 

"Iseuyou have well calculated all the chances, young 
sir," said. Sir Gcrvaise, smiling. " 1)1 uewater, how docs 
this matter strike you 1" 

" Leave it in my hands, and 1 will see to it. You will 
sail near or quite t\veni'v-Ii>ur hours bcibre me, and there 
will be time for more reflection:. Sir Wycberly can remain 
with me in the Caesar, in the action ; or he can be thrown 
aboard the Piantageuet, when we meet."' 

After a little reflection, Sir Gerva.ise, who liked to give 
every one a fair chance, consented to the arrangement, and 
i: was decided that Wyoherly should come out in the Ctesar, 
if nothing occurred tu render the .step improper. 

This arrangement completed, tho vice-admiral declared 
he was ready to quit the Hall. Galleygo and the other 
servants had already undo (ho dispositions necessary for 
embarking, and it only remained to take leave of the in- 
mates of the dwelling. The- parting between the baronets 
was friendly ; for Liu; common interest they- felt in the suc- 
cess of Wycherly, had. in a. derive, rendered them intimates, 
and much disposed .Sir Reginald to overlook the sailor's 
well-known Whiggevy. .Button and the ladies took their 
departure at the same time, and what passed between thorn 
and Sir Gervalse on this occasion, took place on the road 
to the head-land, whither al' parties proceeded on foot. 

A person so important as Sir Gervaise Oakes did not 
leave the roof that had sheltered him, to embark on board 
his own ship, without a due escort to the shore. Blucwater 
accompanied him, in order to discuss any little point of 
duty that might occur to the mind of either, at the last mo- 
ment ; and Wycherly was of the group, partly from pro- 
fessional feeling, and more from a desire to he near Mildred. 
Then there were A'.uood, and the surgeons, Mr. Rothcr. 
Iiaie, and two or three of the cabin attendants. Lord 
GoiiilVev, too, strol-ed along with the rest, though it was 
understood that his own ship would not sail that day. 

Just as the party issued from the gate of the park into 
tho street of the hamlet, a heavy gun was fired from the 
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fleet. It was soon succeeded by others, and whiffs and 
cornels mt-'J seen dying from the; masi-he;Lds tliLSt rose above 
tho openings in Ihe olilis, tin: signal of recall for all boats. 
This set everyone in him! ion, and, never within the memory 
of man, had Wyehecondjo presented, such a scene of confu- 
sion and activity. l-lalf-iiUe-.xiealoil seamen were driven 
down to the boats, by youngsters with the cloth diamond in 
their collars, like swine, who wore reluctant to go, and yet 
afraid to stay. Quarters of beeves were trundled along in 
carls or barrows, and were soon soon swinging at different 
main-stays; whiie the gathering of eggs, butter, poultry, 
mutton, lamb, and veal, menaced the -no 1 rounding country 
with a scarcity. Through (his throng of tho living unci the 
dead, our party hold its way, jostled by the eager country- 
men, and respectfully avoided by all who belonged to the 
fleet, until it reached the point where the roads to the cliffs 
and the landing separated, when the vice-admiral turned to 
the only midshipman prison!, and courteously lifting his hat, 
as if reluctant to impose such it duty on a "young gentle- 
man 1 ' on liberty, he said — 

" Do me the favour, Lord Geoffrey, to step down to the 
landing and ascertain if my barge is there. The officer of 
the boat will find me at tho signal-station." 

The boy cheer Hilly complied : and this son of an English 
duke, who, by the death of an elder brother, became in time 
a duke himself, went on a service that among gentlemen of 
the land would be deemed nearly menial, with as much 
alacrity as if he foil honoured by the request. It was by a 
training like this, that England came, in lime, to possess a 
marine that has achieved so many memorable deeds ; since 
it taught those who were destined to command, the high and 
ireful lesson how fo obey. 

While the midshipman was gone to look for the boat, the 
two admirals waiked fiie clii!', side by side, discussing their 
future movements; and when all was ready, Sir Gervaiso 
descended to the shore, using the very- palh by which he 
had ascended the previous day; and, pushing through the 
throng fhat crowded the landing, a i most too much engaged 
to heed even his approach, he entered his barge. In another 
minute, the measured strokes of the oars urged hirn swiftly 
towards the Plantagenet. 
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As it was just past the turn of (lie day, Bluewater deter- 
mined to linger on liio clills lor several hours, or until it v/as 
time to think of his dinner. Abstracted as his thoughts 
were habitually, his mind found occupation and pleasure in 
witnessing the evolutions that succeeded among the ships ; 
some of which evolutions it may be well now briefly to re- 
late. 

Sir Gervaisc Oukes' loot had not been on the deck of the 
Plantagenet five minutes, before it: signal for all commanders 
was flying at that vessel's mast-head. Jn ten minutes more 
every captain of the feet, willi the exception of those belong- 
ing to the vessels in the oHinft, were in the flag-ship's cabin, 
listening to the intentions and instructions of the vice-ad- 

" My plan of sailing, gentlemen, is easily comprehended," 
continued the commander-in-chief, after he had explained 
his genera! intentions to chase and en.onge ; "and every 
one of you will implicitly follow it. We have the tide strong 
at ebb, and a good six-knot breeze, is coming up at south- 
west. I shall weigh, with my yards square, and keep them 
so, until the ship lias drawn out oi" the feel, find then I shall 
luff up on a taut bowline and on the starboard tack, Bringing 
the ebb well under my lee-bow. This will hawse the ship 
over towards Morlaix, and bring us quite as far to wind- 
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ward as is desirable. While the ebb lasts, and this breeze 
stands, we shall have plain sailing ; ihc difficulty will - come 
on the flood, or with a shift of wind. The ships that come 
out last must be careful to keep their seconds, ahead and 
astern, in plain sighf, and ivgulato their movements, as much 
as they can, by the leading vessels. The object is to spread 
as wide a clew as possible, while we hold the ships within 
signal -distance of each other. Towards sunset I shall 
shorten sail, and the line will close up within a league from 
vessel to vessel, and 1 have told Bluewater to use his dis- 
cretion about coming out with the last ships, though I have 
requested him to hold on as long as he shall deem it pru- 
dent, iu the hope of receiving another express from the Ad- 
miralty. When the flood makes, I do, not intend to go 
about, but shall continue on the starbo.'tt'd tack, and I wish 
you all to do the same. This will bring the leading vessels 
considerably to windward of those astern, and may possibly 
throw the fleet into a bow - and quarter lino. Being in the 
van, it will fall to my duly to look to this, and to watch for 
the consequences. But. I ask of you to keep- an eye on' the 
weather, and to hold your ships within plain signal-distance 
of each other, if it come on thick, or to blow very hard, we 
must close, from van to rear, ;tnd try our luck, in a search 
in compact order. Let the man who first sees the enemy 
make himself heard at once, and send the news, with the 
bearings of the I'Vendi, both uhead and astern, as fast as 
possible. In that case you will all close on the point from 
which the intelligence comes: and, mark me, no cruising 
to get (o windward, in your own fashions, as if you sailed 
with roving commissions. You know I '11 not stand /hat. 
And now, gentlemen, it is probable (hat we shall all never 
meet again. God bless you ! Come and shake hands with 
me, one by one, and then to your boats, for the first lieu- 
tenant has just sen' Greenly word that we are up and down. 
Let him trip, Greenly, and be oifas noon as we can." 

The leave-taking, a scene in which joyousness and sad. 
ness were strangely mingled, succeeded, and then the cap. 
tains disappeared. From that moment every mind was ben I 
on sailing. 

Although Dluewater did not witness the scene in the Plan- 



-HostecbyGoOgle 



252 THE TWO ADHIE1LS, 

tagcnet's cabin, he pictured it, in his mind's eye, and re- 
mained on the cliffs to watch the succeeding movements. 
As Wycherly had disappeared in the house, and Dutfon 
clung to his flag-Mail', >he reur-Kdtiiiral had no one but Lord 
Geoffrey for a companion. The latter, perceiving that big 
relation did not seem disposed to converse, had the tact to 
be silent himself; a task that was less difficult than com- 
mon, on account of the interest he felt in the spectacle. 

The boats of the dilierenl explains were still shoving off 
fram the starboard side ol'i.lie I'lantagenei. whither etiquette 
had brought them together, in a little crowd, when her 
three topsails tell, and their sheets steadily drew the clews 
towards the ends of the lower yards. Even while this 
was in process, tl;e yards began to ascend, and rose with 
that steady but graduated movement which marks the ope- 
ration in a man-of-war. All three were fairly mast-headed 
in two minutes. As the wind struck the canvass obliquely, 
the sails filled as they opened their lbkis, and, by the time 
their surfaces were flattened by distension, the Plantagenet 
steadily moved from her late berth, advancing slowly 
against a strong tide, out of the group of ships, among 
which she had been anchored. This was a beautiful evo- 
lution, resembling that of a. sea-loud, which lazily rises on 
its element, spreads its w-ings, emerges from the water, and 
glides away to seme distant and unseen point. 

The movement of the flag-ship was stately, measured, 
and grand. For live minutes she held her way nearly due 
east, with the wind on her starboard euurler, meeting the 
tide in a direct line ; until, having drawn sufficiently ahead 
of the fleet, she let fall her courses, sheeted home topgallant- 
sails and royals, set her spanker, jibs and staysails, and 
braced up sharp on a wind, with her head at south-south- 
east. This brought the tide well under her lee fore-chains, 
and set her rapidly off the land, and to windward. As she 
trimmed her sails, and steadied be;' bowlines, she fired a 
gun, made the numbers of the vessels in the offing to weigh, 
and to pass within hail. All this did Bluewater note, with 
the attention of an amateur, as well as with the critical 
analysis of a connoisseur. 

"Very handsomely done, Master Geoffrey — very hand- 
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somely done, it must be allowed! never did a bird quit a 
flock with less fuss, or more beantiikUy. than the Plantage- 
net lias drawn out of the fleet. It must bs admitted thai 
Greenly knows bow t:> bundle his ship." 

" I fancy Captain Stowel would have done quite as well 
with the Ccesar, sir," answered the boy, with a proper 
esprit-de..sfcyj. "Don't you wmemter. Admiral Blue water, 
the time when we got under way off l'Orient, with the wind 
blowing a gale directly on shore 'I 1'lven Sir Gervaise said, 
afterwards, that we lost lc»s ground than any ship iu the 
fleet, and yet the Plantagenet is the most weather! y two- 
decker in the navy ; as everybody says." 

"Everybody ! — She is corlainly u weatherly vessel, but 
not more so than several others. Whom did you ever hear 
give that character to this particular ship ?" 

" Why, sir, her reefers are always bragging as much as 
that ; and a great deal more, too." 

" Her reefers ! — Young «entlcmen are particularly struck 
with the charms of their first loves, both ashore and afloat, 
my boy. Did you ever hear mi old seaman say (hat much 
for the Plantagenet?" 

" I think I have, sir," returned Lord Geoffrey, blushing 
" Galleygo, Sir Gervaissf.-i ^toward, is commonly repeating 
some such stuff, or other. They arc furious braggarts, the 
PIaii!;u>;ene:.'s, all round, sir." 

"That comes honestly," answered Bluewater, smiling, 
" her namesakes and predecessors of old, having some 
such characteristic, too. Look at that ship's yards, boy, 
and learn how to trim a vessel's sails on a wind. The pen- 
cil of a painter could not draw lines more accurate 1" 

" Captain Stowel ie!!s us, sir, that the yards ought not to 
be braced in exactly alike ; but that wo ought to check the 
weather- braces, a little, as we go aloft, so that tho topsail 
yard should point a little less forward than the lower yard, 
and (he top;>;.dl,'int than the topsail." 

" You are quite right in taking Stowel's opinion in all 
such matters, Geoffrey; but has not Captain Greenly done 
the same thing in the Plantagenet 1 When I speak of sym- 
metry, I mean the symmetry of a seaman." 

The boy was silenced, though exceedingly reluctant to 
admit that any ship could equal his own. In the meantime, 
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there was every appearance of a change in the weather, 
J usl about the time the Plantagenel braced up. the win a 
freshened, and in ten minutes il blew a still" breeze". Some 
time before the admiral spoke tin; vessels outside, he was 
compelled to take in all his light canvass ; and when ha 
filled, again, after giving bis orders to the frigate and sloop, 
the topgallant sheets wire let fly, a single reef was taken 
in the topsails, and the lighter sails were set over them. 
This change in the wonther, mere especially as the nigh! 
threatened to be elouded, if not absolutely dark, would ne- 
cessarily bring about a corresponding change in the plan 
of sailing, reducing the intervals between the departures of 
the vessels, quite one-half. To such vicissitudes are all 
maritime operations liable, and it is fortunate when there is 
sufficient caducity in the lenders to remedy them. 

In less than an hour, the Plantagenet's hull began to 
sink, to those on a level with it, when the Carnatie tripped 
her anchor, opened he;- ennvass, shot out of the fleet, hauled 
by the wind, and followed in the admiral's wake. So accu- 
rate was the course she steered, that, hnlf an hour alter she 
had braced up, a hawse- bucket, which had been dropped 
from the Plar.tngenet. in hauling water, was picked up. 
We may add, here, though it will be a little anticipating 
events, that the Thunderer follower! the Carnatie ; the Blen- 
heim the Thunderer ; the Achilles ijie Blenheim ; the War- 
spite the Achilles ; the Dover the Warspile : the York the 
Dover ; the Elizabeth the York ; the Dublin the Elizabeth ; 
and the Cassar the Dublin. But hours passed before all 
these ships were in motion, and hours in which we shall 
have some occurrences to relate that took place on shore. 
Still it will aid the reader in better understanding the fu- 
ture incidents of our tate, if we describe, at once, some of 
the circumstances under which all these ships got in mo- 
tion. 

By the time the PianJagenet's topsails were beginning to 
dip from the cliffs, (he < 'arnatic, the Thunderer, the Blen- 
heim, the Achilles, and the Warspite wei-s all stretching out 
in line, with intervals of quite two leagues between them, 
under as much cnnvn.ss as they could now bear. The ad. 
miral had shortened sad the most, and was evidently allow- 
ing the Carnatie to close, mos' probably on account of the 
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tln'c-aii'iiing look, of tin; .sky, lo whirlwind ; while he was 
s;;;ii'!'ii:;.; 'he iligate ami sloop, the l.'hloe and Driver, to pass 
ahead of him, the one ini his weather, and the other on his 
lee bow. When the Dover weighed, the .admiral's upper 
sail was not visible from her lops, though the Warspite's 
hull had not yet disappeared from her deck. She left the 
fleet, or the portions of it that, still remained at anchor, with 
her fore-course set, and hauled by the wind, under double- 
reefed topsails, a single roof in her mainsail, and with her 
main -topgallant sail set over its proper sail. With this re- 
duced canvass, she .stared away on tho track of her con- 
sorts, the brine foaming under her bows, and with a heel 
that denoted the heavy pressure (hat bore on her sails. By 
this time, the York was uweigli, tho tide had turned, and it 
became necessary to fill on tho other tack in order to clear 
the land to the eastward. This altered the formation, but 
we will now revert to the events as they transpired on the 
shore, with a view to relate them more in their regular 

It is scarcely necessary lo say that Bhiewater must have 
remained on, or about the clifl's several hours, in order to 
witness the departure of so many of the vessels. Instead 
of returning to the Hall at the dinner hour, agreeably to 
promise, he profiled by tho appearance of Wycherly, who 
left the cottage with a flushed, agifalod manner, just as he 
was thinking of the necessity of sending a message to Sir 
Reginald, and hegged. the young man to be the bearer of 
his excuses. He thought that die change in the weather 
rendered it necessary for him to remain in sight of the sea. 
Dutton overheard this message, and, after a private confer- 
ence with his wife, he ventured to invite, his superior to 
appease his appetite under his own humble roof. To this 
Blucwater cheerfully assented; and when the summons 
came to the tabic, to his grea! joy he found that his only 
companion was to be Mild rod, who like himself, for some 
reason known only to her own bosom, had lot the ordinary 
dining hour pass without appearing at table, but whom her 
mother had now directed to take some sustenance. 

" The late events ;<-. the ITall have agiiu'.ed the poor child, 
sir," said Mrs. Dutton, in the way of apology, "and she 
!ia? not tasted feed sinoe mrirning. I have told her you 
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would excuse the intrusion, and receive her carving "and at- 
tentions as Lin excuse for her company." 

Bhiewater looked at the pallid countenance of the girl, 
and never before had ho found the resemblance to Agnes 
Hedworth so strong, as ihiil moment. The last year of 
two of his own sweet friend's lili; had boon iar from happy, 
and Cue. languid look a:irl tearful eyes of Mildred revived the 
recollection of the dead, wi:h painful distinctness. 

"Good God!" he murmured to himself; "That two 
such beings should exist only to stiller ! my good Mrs. But- 
ton, make no excuses : but believe me when t say that you 
could not have found in England another that would have 
proved as welcome as my present little messmate." 

Mildred struggled for a smile; and she. did succeed in 
looking extremely grateful. Beyond this, however, it ex- 
seeded her powers to go. Mrs. Dntton was gratified, and 
soon left the two to partake ef their neat, hut simple meal, 
by themselves; household duties requiring her presence 



" Let me persuade you to take a glass of this really ex- 
cellent port, my child," said Bhiewater. " If you had 
cruised as long as I have done, on the coast of Portugal, 
you would know how to value a. liquor as pure as this. I 
don't know- of an admiral that has as good !" 

" It is probably our last, sir," answered Mildred, shaking 
a tear from each of her long dark lushes, by an involunta- 
rily trembling motion, as she spoke. " It was a preseni 
from dear, old, Hir Wycherly, who never left my mother 
wholly unsupplicd with such plain delicacies, as he fancied 
poverty placed beyond our reach. The wine we can easilv 
forget ; not so easily the donor." 

Bluewater felt as if he could draw a cheque for one-half 
the fortune he had devised to his companion ; and, yet, by 
a caprice of feeling that is not uncommon to persons of the 
liveliest susceptibility, he answered in a way to smother his 
own emotion. 

"There will not soon be another old Sir Wycherly ta 
make his neighbours comfortable; bn' 'hero is a yiyiuiij one, 
who is not likely to forget his uncle's good example. 1 
hope yon all here, rejoice at the sudden rise in fortune, that 
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has so unexpectedly been placed within the reach of our 
favourite lieutenant V 

A look of anguish passed over Mildred's face, and her 
companion noted it. ; though surprise and pity— not to say 
resentment — prevented his bei.ra.ying iiis discover}'. 

" We endeavour to be idai.l, sir," answered Mildred, smil- 
ing in so suffering a manner, as to awaken all her com- 
panion's sympathies ; " but it is not easy for us to rejoice 
at any thing which is gained by the loss of our former, 
vfi Li.u.'Li friend."' 

"I am aware that a young fei'mv, like the present Sir 
Wyeherly, can be no substitute for i'.n old fellow like the last 
Sir Wyeherly, my dear; but as one. is a sailor, and the 
other was only a landsman, my professional prejudices may 
not consider the disparity as great as it may possibly appear 
to he to your less partial judgment." 

Bluewater though; the glance he revived was imploring, 
and ho instantly regretted that bo had t.a.ken such means to 
divert his companion's sadness. Some consciousness of 
this regret probably passed through Mildred's mind, for she 
rallied her spirits, and made a pari.ially successful effort to 
be a more agreeable companion. 

" My lather thinks, sir," she said, " that our late pleasant 
weather is about lo desert us, and that it is likely to blow 
heavily before sis-and-thiriy hours are over." 

11 1 am afraid Mr. Dutton will prove to be too accurate an 
almanac. The weather has a breeding look, and I expect 
a dirty night. Good or had, we seamen must face it, and 
that, too, in the narrow sous, where gaies of wind are no 
gales of Araby." 

" Ah, sir, it is a terrible life to lead ! By living on this 
cliff, 1 have learned to pity tailors." 

" Perhaps, my child, you pity us when we are the most 
happy. Nine seamen in ten prefer a respectable gale to a 
flat calm. There are moments when the ocean is terrific ; 
but, on the whole, it is capricious, rather than malignant. 
The night that is belbre us promises to be just such a one 
as Sir Gervaise Oakes delights in. He is never happier 
than when he hears a n:;le Siowiiuc: vbro'.igh the cordage of 
his ship." 

" 1 have heard him spoken of as a very daring and self- 
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relying commander. Bui you cannot entertain such feelings. 
Admiral Blue water ; for to me you seem better fitted for a 
fireside, well filled with friends and relatives, than for the 
conflicts and hardships of the sea." 

Mildred had no difficulty now in forcing a smile, for the 
sweet one she bestowed on the veteran almost tempted him 
to rise and fold her in his arms, as a parent would wrap a 
beloved daughter lo his heart. Discretion, however, pre- 
vented a betrayal of iodines that might have been misinter- 
preted, and he answered in his original vein. 

"I fear J am a wolf in sheep's clothing," he said; " whiki 
Oakes admits the happiness he ice!. 1 ) in seeing his ship 
ploughing through a raging sea, iu a dark night, he main- 
tains that my rapture is sought in a hurricane, I do not 
plead guilty lo the accusation, but I will allow there is a 
sort of force difight m participating, as it might be, in a 
wild strife of the elements. To me, my very nature seems 
changed at such moments, and I forget all that is mild and 
gentle. That comca of having lived so much estranged from 
your sex, my dear ; desolate bachelor, as I am." 

" Do you think sailors ought to marry ]" asked Mildred, 
with a steadiness that surprised herself; for, while she put 
the question, consciousness brouulii l.heblood 1o her temples. 

"1 should be sorry to condemn a whole profession, and 
that one I so well love, to the hopeless misery of single life. 
There are miseries peculiar to the wedded lives of both sol- 
diers and sailors; hut are inure net miseries peculiar to those 
who never separate? I have heard seamen say — men, too, 
who loved their wives and families — that they believed the 
extreme pleasure of meetings after !r ng separations, the de- 
lights of hope, anil the /est of exchoil leelitigs, have rendered 
their years of aetive service more replete with agreeable 
sensations, than the s'.asrtuml periods of peace. Never hav- 
ing been married myself, I can only speak on report." 

" Ah I this may be so with men; but — s u rely —surely ~ 
women never can feel thus !". 

"I suppose, a sailor's daughter yourself, you know Jack's 
account of his wife's domestic creed ! ' A good fire, a clean 
hearth, the children abed, and the husband at sea,' is sup- 
posed to be the climax of felicity." 

" This may do for the sailor's jokes. Admiral Bluewaler, 
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answered Mildred, smiling; "hut ii. will hardly ease a 
breaking hcarf. I iear, ii'tin: all 1 have heard this afternoon, 
and rrom the sudden sailing of the ships, that a great battle 
is at hand?" 

" And why should yon, a liritish officer's daughter, dread 
that? Have you so little faith in us, as to suppose' a battle 
will necessarily bring defeat ! I have seen much of my 
own profession, Miss Dut'.on, and (rust 1 am in some small 
degree above the rhodomontade of the braggarts; but it is 
not usual for us to meet lae enemy, and to give those on 
shore reason to be ashamed of the English flag. "It has 
never yet been my luck to meet a Frenchman who did not 
manifest a manfy desire to do his country credit; and I have 
always felt thai we must fight hard lot' him before we could 
get him; nor has the result ever disappointed me. Still, 
fortune, or skill, or right, is commonly of our side, and has 
given us the advantage in the end." 

" And to which, sir, do you ascribe a success at sea, so 
very uniform V 

"As a Pro lest an t, 1 ought to say to our religion ; but, 
this ray own knowledge of Protestant -rices rejects. Then 
to say fortune would be an exceeding self-abasement — one, 
that between us, is not needed ; and 1 believe I must impute 
it to skill. As plain seamen, 1 do helieve we are more 
expert than most of our neighbours : though I am far from 
being positive we have any great advantage over them in 
tactics. If any, the Dutch are our equals." 

"Notwithstanding, you are quite certain of success. It 
must be a great encouragement to enter into the fight with 
a strong confidence in victory ! I suppose — that is, it seems 
to me — it is a matter of course, sir, — that our new Sir Wy- 
cherly will not be able to join in the battle, this timel" 

Mildred spoke timidly, and she endeavoured to seem un- 
concerned ; but Bluewafer read her whole heart, and pitied 
the pain which she had inflicted on herself, in asking the 
question. It struck him, too, that a girl of his companion's 
delicacy and sensibility would no!, thus advert to the young 
man's movements at all, if the latter had done aught justly 
to awaken censure; and this conviction greatly relieved his 
mind as to the effect of slid ion elevnibn on the handsome 
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lieutenant. As it was necessary to answer, however, lest 
Mildred might delect his consciousness of her feelings, not 
a moment was lost, before making a reply. 

"It is not an easy matter to pre vent si young, clashing 
sailor, like this Sir U ye.heriy W yehoenmbe, from doing his 
part in a general engagement, and that, mo, of the character 
of the one to which we are looking forward," he said, 
"Oskes has left the matter in my hands; 1 suppose J shall 
have to grant, the young mail's request." 

"He has then requested to be received in your ship V 
asked Mildred, her baml shaking as she used the spoon it 
held. 

" That of course. No one who wears the uniform could 
or would do less. It seems a ticklish moment for him to 
quit Wycheeombe, too; when; I (itucy lie will have a battle of 
liis own to fight en; lon;r ; but professional feeling will over- 
shadow all others, hi young men. Among us seamen, it is 
said to be even stronger than love." 

Mildred made no answer ; but her pale cheek and quiv- 
ering lips, evidences of feeling that her arllessness did not 
enable her to corneal, caused liluewator again to regret the 
remark. With a view to restore the poor girl to her self- 
command, he changed the subject of conversation, which did 
not again advert to Wyeherly, The remainder of the meal 
was consequently eaten in peace, the admiral manifesting to 
the last, however, the sudden and generous interest he had 
taken in the character and welfare of his companion. When 
they rose from tabic, MiltL'cd joined her mother, and Blue- 
water walked out upon the cliffs again. 

It was now evening, and the waste of water that lay 
stretched be lore the eye, ihiiu.irh I be soilness of summer was 
shed upon it, had 'he wild anil dreary aspect that the winds 
and waves lend to a view, as the light of day is about to 
abandon the ocean to the irioom of night. All this had no 
effect. 011 Bluewafer, however, who knew that two-decked 
ships, s;rou«ly manned, with their heavy canvass reduced, 
would make light work of worry in.'.* through hours of dark, 
ness that menaced no more than these. Still the wind had 
ire-;ij"iyd, and when he stood on the verge of the cliff, sus- 
tained by the breeze, which pressed him t.,aek from (he pre- 
cipice, n nderiug his head more steady, and his footing sure, 



-HoslecbyGoOgle 



!he Elizabeth was casting, under close-reefed topsails, and 
two reefs in her courses, with a heavy staysail or two, to 
case her helm. He saw that the ponderous machine would 
stagger under even this short canvass, and that her captain 
b;,d made his dispositions for a windy night. The lights 
that the Dover ami the York carried in their lops wevfe just 
beginning to be visible in the gathering gloom, the last 
about a league and a half down channel, the ship standing 
in that direction to get to windward, and the former, more 
to the southward, the vessel having already tacked to follow 
the admiral. A chain of lights connected the whole of the 
long line, and placed the maims of communication in the 
power of the captains. At this moment, the Plantagenel 
was fully fitly miles at sea, ploughing through a heavy 
:outh-west swell, which the wind was driving into the chops 
jf the channel, from the direction of the Bay of Biscay, 
and the broad Atlantic. 

Bhtewater buttoned bis coat, and ho felt his frame invigo 
rated by a gale that crime ever ids person, loaded with the 
peculiar flavour of the sea. But two of the heavy ships 
remained at their anchors, the Dublin and the Cffisar; and 
his experienced eye could see that Stowel had every thing 
on board the latter ready to trip and be olF, as soon as he, 
himself, should give the order. At this moment the mid- 
shipman, who had been absent lor hours, returned, and 
stood again at his side. 

"Our turn will soon come, sir,'' said the gallant boy, 
"and, for one, I shall not he sorry to be in motion. Them 
chaps on board the PI an In genet will swaggo '.ike so many 
Dons, if they should happen to <•<:>. a broadside at Monsieur 
de Vervillin, while we arc King here, under the shore, like 
.a gentleman's yacht hauled into a bay, that the ladies might 
eat without disturbing their stomachs." 

" Little fear of that, Geoffrey. The Active is too light 
of foot, especially hi the weather we have had, to sutler 
heavy ships to be so close on her heels. She must have had 
some fifteen or twenty miles the start, and the French have 
been compelled to double Cape la Hoguo and Alderney, be- 
fore they could even look this way. If coming down chan- 
nel at all, they arc ihliy fifty miles to the eastward ; and, 
should our van stretch far enough by morning to head them 
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off, it will bring us handsomely to windward. SirGervaisi 
never set a better trap, than he has done this very day. 
The Elizabeth lias her hands fail, hoy, and the wind seeuii 
to be getting scant for her. IT it knock her off much more, 
it will bring the Hood on her weather- bow, and compel bet 
to tac"k. This wii.1 throw the rear of our line into eonfi- 

" What should we do, sir, in such a case ? It would never 
answer to leave [jcof Sir Jarvy out there, by himself I" 

"We would try not to Aotkat!" returned Blue water, 
smiling at the affectionate solicitude of the lad, a solicitude 
that caused him slightly !o forget bis habitual respect for 
the commander-in -chief, and to adopt the sobriquet of the 
fleet. " In such a case, it would become my duty to collect 
as many ships as I could, and to make the best of our wa; 
towards the place where we might hope to fall in with tht 
others, in the morning. There is lillle danger of losing 
each other, for any length or" time, in these narrow waters, 
and I have R:n~ apprehensions of the French being far 
enough west, to fall in with our leading . vessels before 
morning. If they should, indeed, Geoffrey — " 

"Ay, sir, if they should, I know well enough what 

"What, boy? — -On the supposition that Monsieur de 
VerviNin did meet with Sir Gervaise by day-break, what, 
in your experienced eyes, seem most likely to be the con- 
sequences V 

" Why, sir, Sir Jarvey would go at 'em, like a dolphin 
at a hVuig-lish : and if ho should really happen to catch 
one or two of 'em, there' il he no sailing in company with the 
Plantagenet's, for us Ciesar's ! — When we had the last 'bout 
with Monsieur deG ravelin, they were as saucy as peacocks, 
because we didn't close until their lore-yard and mizzen. 
topgallant-mast were gone, although the shift 1 of wind 
brought us dead to leeward, and, after all, we had eleven 
men the most hurt in the fight. You don't know them 
Plantagenet's, sir : for (hey never dure say any thing before 
you /" 

" Nor to the discredit, of my young Ci.esu.rs, I 'II answer 
for it. Yet, you'll remember Sir Gervaise gave us full 
.:i'edif, in his despatches." 
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" Yes sir, all very Irlie. Sir Gervaise knows better ; 
und then he understands what the Cuaar is ; and what she 
Can do, avid has done. But it 's a very different matter with 
his youngsters, who fancy because they carry a red flag at 
the fore, they arc so many Blake:; and Howards, themselves. 
There 's Jack Oldcastle, now ; he 'b always talking of our 
reefers as if there was no sea-blood in our veins, and that 
just because his own father happened to be a captain — a 
e;n;miuidt>rn, be snys, because he happened once to havo 
three frigates Udder his orders." 

" Well, that would make a commodore, for (ho time being. 
Hi! - -, surely lie dons not claim privilege lor the Oidcustio 
blood, over lhat of the Clevelands!" 

- "No, sir, it isn't tlut sort of thing, at all," returned the 
fine boy, blushing a Siitio, m spite of his contempt for any 
such womanly weakness ; ; ' you know we never talk of that 
i.inns(.'Q=i(; in our squadron. Willi us it 's all service, and 
that sort of thing. Jack Oldcastlo says the Clevelands are 
all civilians, as he calls 'em ; or soldiers, which isn't much 
better, as you know, sir. Now, 1 tell him lhat there is an 
old picture of one of 'em, with an anchor -button, and that 
was long before Queen Anne's time — Queen Elizabeth's, 
perhaps,— and then you know, sir, I fetch him up with a 
yarn about the Hedworths ; for I am just as much Hedworth 
is Cleveland." 

" And what doc* the iinpnjf-nt. dag say to that, Geoffrey?" 

" Why, sir, he says the name should be spell Headsiwfc, 
and that they were all 'lawyer,?. But I ;;ave him as good aa 
he sent for that saucy speech, i 'm certain !" 

" And what did you give hiiu, in return for such a com- 
plimenf 1 Did yoo tell him ibc Oldeastles wore just so much 
stone, and wood, and old iron ; and that, too, in a tumble- 
down condition V 

" No, sir, not 1," .■iiisweivu the boy, laughing ; " I didn't 
think of any answer half so clever; and so I just gave him 
a dig in the nose, and that, laid on with right good -will." 

" And how did he receive thnl argument ', Was it conclu- 
sive; — or did the debate continue?" 

" Oh, of course, sir, wc fought it out. J T was on board 
the Dover, and the firs: liratcnruit saw fair play. Jack 
carried too many guns for me, sir, for he 's more than a 
17 
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year older , but I hulled htm so often that he owned it was 
harder work than being must -headed. After that the Dover's 
chaps took my purl, mid they said the Hed worths had no 
Rendwork at all, but they were regular sailors; admiral?, 
and captains, and youngntei's, you know, sir, like all the 
rest of us. I told 'em my grandfather Hud worth was an 
admiral, and a good one, too," 

" In that you made a small mistake. Your mother's 
father was only a general; hut his father was a full admiral 
of the red, — for lie lived before that grade was abolished— 
and as good an oflicer- as ever (rod u plunk. He was my 
mother's brother, anil boih Kir Gervidse and myself served 
long tinder his orders. He was a sailor of whom you well 
might boast." 

" I don't think any of the Plant a genets will chase in that 
quarter again, sir ; for we 'vc had an overhauling among 
oyr chaps, and we find we can muster four admirals, two 
commodores, and ihirteeu explains in our two messes ; that 
is, counting nil sorts of relatives, you i:now, sir." 

"Well, my dear boy, I hope you may live to reckon alt 
that and more too, in your own persons, at some future tiny. 
Yonder is Sir itc^-iiijiid Wycheeombe, comma; this way, to 
my surprise, and perhaps he wishes to see me alone. Go 
down to the landing and ascertain if my barge is ashore, 
and let me know it, as soon as is convenient. Remember, 
Geoffrey, you will go oft' with me ; and hunt up Sir Wy. 
cherly Wycheeombe, who will lose bis pa.ssage, unless reaiv 
the instant he is wanted." 

The boy touched his cap, and went bounding; down th/> 
hill to execute the order. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

"So globed the Tempter, and his poison tuned; 
Into Mui hniirt !il' Kvn hia words made way, 
Though at the voice much marvelling." 

Milton. 

It was, probably, a species of presentiment, that, inihie.ed 
Hhtewater til send away the midshipman, when lie .saw' She 
adherent of the doth rum.: J bouse a.pproiteiiing. Enough had 
passed between the parties to siitisiy eaoh of the secret bias 
of the other ; and, by that sort of free-masonry which gene 
rally accompanies .stron:: loelinga o!'p:ti-lisauship, theadmira. 
felt persuaded that [lie. approaching interview was about to 
1'elate to the pohnca] troubles of the day. 

The season and the hour, and the spot, too, were all poet- 
ically favourable to an interview between conspirators. It 
was now nearly dark; the head-land was deserted, Dufton 
having retired, first to his bottle, and then to his bed ; the 
wind blew heavily athwart !he bleak euiioence, or was beard 
scuffling in the caverns of the cliffs, while the portentous 
clouds that drove through the air, now veiled entirely, and 
now partially and dimly revealed the light of the moon, in 
a way to render the scene, both exciting and wild. No 
wonder, then, that Bluewater, his visiter drawing near, felt 
a stronger disposition than had ever yet come over him to 
listen to the tare of the tempter, as, under all the circum- 
stances, it would scarcely exceed the bounds of justice to 
call Sir Reginald. 

" In seeking you at such a spot, and in the midst of this 
wild landscape," said the latter, " I might, have been assured 
I should be certain of finding one who really loved the sea 
and your noble profession. The Hall is a melancholy 
house, just at this moment ; and when I inquired for you, 
no one could say whither you hud strolled. In following 
what I thought a sermian's instinct, it appears that I did 
well. — Do my eyes fail me. or are there no more than three 
vessels; a! artdior yonder 1" 
23 
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"Your eyes are stilt g: ;;>■!, Sir Reginald : Admiral Uakes 
salted several hours since, and he has been followed by all 
the fleet, with the exception oJ" the two [ine-of-battle ships, 
and the frigate you see ; leaving me to be the last to quit 
i Ik: anchorage." 

" Is it a secret of state, or are you permitted to say 
whither so strong a force basso suddeuly sailed V demanded 
the, baronet, glancing liis dark eye so expressively towards 
the other as to give iuro, in the growing obscurity, the ap- 
pearance oi'an inquisitor. " 1 had been told the fleet would 
wait for orders from London?" 

: " Such was (tie first intention of the commander-in-chief; 
but intelligence of the sailing of the Comtc de Vervillin hus 
induced Sir Gervaise to change his mind. An English 
admiral seldom errs when lie seeks and beats an active ana 
dangerous enemy." 

" Is this always 1rue, Admiral i.Uo.ewaler?" returned Sir 
Reginald, dropping in at the side of the other, and joining 
in his walk, as he paced, to and fro, a short path that Button 
called his own quarter- deck ; " or is it merely an unmean- 
ing generality thai sometimes causes men to become the 
dupes of their own imaginations. Arc those always out' 
enemies who may seem to be so? or, are we so infallible 
that every feeling or prejudice may he saiely set down as an 
impulse to which we ought to submit, without questioning 
its authority 1" 

" Do you esteem it a prejudice to view France as the 
natural enemy of England, Sir Reginald ?" 

" By heaven, I do, sir I I can conceive that England 
may be much more her own enemy than France has ever 
proved to be. Then, conceding flint ag."s of warfare have 
contributed to awaken some such fooling as this you hint at, 
is there not a question of right a.nd wrong that ties behind 
all. Reflect how often England lias invaded the French 
soil, and what serious injuries she has committed on the 
territory of the latter, while France has so little wronged us, 
in the same way ; how, even her throne has been occupied 
by our princes, and her provinces posseted by our armies." 

" I think you hardly allow for all the equity of the dif- 
ferent cases. Parts of what is now Franco, were the just 
inheritance of those who have sat on the English throne, and 
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(he quarrels were no mora than the usual c!ifiii.:iiltir:s of 
neighbourhood. When our claims wort: just in l.hem-iches, 
you surely could not have wished to see them abandoned." 

"Far ('com it ; but when claims were disputed, is. it not 
natural for the loser to view them as. a hardship, I believe 
we should; havo hud a. much bel:er neighbourhood, as you 
call it, with France, had not. the modern difficulties con- 
nected with religious chungej, occurred." 

" I presume you know, Sir Reginald, that I, and all my 
family, are Protestants." 

" I; do, Admiral jiiuewafer ; and I rejoice to find that a 
difference of opinion on this great interest does not necessa- 
rily produce one on all others. From several little allusions 
that have passed between us to-day, I am encouraged to 
believe that we ihink alike on certain temporal matters; 
however wide ihe chasm between us on spiritual things." 

" I confess I have fallen into the same conclusion j and 
I should be sorry to be undeceived if wrong;"' 

"What occasion, then, for lar'licr ambiguity? Surely 
two honourable men may safely trust each other with their 
common sentiments, when the times call for decision and 
frankness! I am a Jacobite, Admiral Bluewafer; if Frisk 
life or fortune by making Ihe avowal, 1 place both, without, 
reserve, at your merey." 

"Theycould not be in safer bands, sir; and 1 know no 
better mode of giving you every possible assurance that the 
confidence will no! bo abused, than by tolling you in return, 
I hat I would cheerfully lay down my life could the sacrifice 
restore the deposed family !o the throne." 

"This ts noble, and fisruiiy, and (rank, as I had hoped 
from a .sailor '"exclaimed f-:r Reginald, more delighted than 
he well knew how to express al the moment. " This simple 
assurance from your lips, carries more weight than all the 
oaths and pledges of vulgar conspiracy. We understand 
cacti other, and [ should be truly sorry to inspire less -confi- 
dence than I feel." 

" What better proof can I give you. of the reliance placed 
on your iaith, than the declaration you have heard, Sir Re- 
ginald? My head would answer for your treachery in a 
week ; but I have never Jelt it more securely on my. shoul- 
ders [ban at this moment." 
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The baronet grasped 1.]jO other's band, and each gave and 
received a pressure that was full of meaning, Then both 
walked on, thoughtful aim relieved, ib? quite a minute, in 
profound silence. 

" This sudden appearance of the prince in Scotland has 
taken us all a little by surprise," Sir Reginald resumed, after 
Ihe pause ; " though a few of us knew thai, his intentions led 
him this way. Perhaps he has done well to come unat- 
tended by a foreign force, and to throw himself, as it might 
be singly, into I hi: arms of his subjects ; trusting everything 
to their generosity, loyalty, and courage. Some blame 
him ; hut I do not. Ho will awaken interest, now, in every 
generous heart in the nation," — this was artfully adapted to 
the character of the listener; — " whereas, some might feel 
disposed to be lukewarm under a less manly appeal to their 
affections and loyalty. In Scotland, we learn from all di- 
rections that His Royal Highness is doing wonders, while 
the friends of' his house are full of activity in England, 
though compelled, for a lime, lo be watchful and prudent." 

" 1 rejoice, from the bottom of my heart, to hear this 1" 
said Bluewaier, drawing a Ion™ breath, like one whose mind 
was unexpectedly relieved from a heavy load. " From the 
bottom of my heart, do 1 rejoice ! 1 had my apprehensions 
that the sudden appearance of the prince might find his well- 
wishers unprepared, and limkl through surprise." 

" As far from that as possible, my dear sir ; though much 
still depends on ihe promptitude and resolu;ion of the master 
spirits of the party. We are strong enough to control the 
nation, if we can bring those forward who have the strength 
to lead and control ourselves. All we now want are some 
hundred or two of prominent men to step out of their diffi- 
dence and show us the way to honourable achievement and 
certain success." 

"Can such men be wanting, at a moment like this?" 

"1 think we are secure of most of the high nobility, 
though their great risks render them all a little wary in the 
outset.. It is among the professional men — the gallant sol- 
diers, and the bold, ardent seamen of the fleet., that we must 
look for the first demonstrations of loyalty and true patriot- 
ism. To be honest with you, sir, I tire of being ruled by » 
German." 
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" Do you know of any intenlion lo rally a force in this 
part of England, Sir Reginald 1 If so, say but the word — 
point out the spot where the standard is to be raised, and I 
will rally under ii, the intrant eireumstanecs will permit!" 

" This is just what T expand, Mr. Oluewutor," answered 
the baronet, more gratified than he thought it prudent to 
express; "though i: is not exactly ihc form in which you 
can best serve us at this precis.: 1 moment. Cut off from the 
north, as we are in this part of the island 1 , by all the re- 
sources of the actual government, it would be the height of 
imprudence in us to show our hands, until all the cards are 
ready to be played. Active and eonfiJiiiitinl agents are at 
work in the army ; London lias its proper share of business 
men, while others are in the counties, doing their host to 
put things in a shape lor the eon.su mm:u ion we so anxiously 
look for. I have been with several of our friends in this 
vicinity, to bring mailers into a combined state ; and it was 
my intention to visit this very estate, to see what my own 
name might do with the tenantry, had not the late Sir Wy. 
oheriy summoned me as he did, to attend his death-bed. 
Have you any clue to the feelings of this new and young 
head of my family, the sca-lieuretuuif and present baronet?" 

" Not a very plain one. sir, though I doubt if they be 
favourable io l he liou.se of Stuart." 

"I feared' as much; this very evening 1 have had an 
anonymous communication that I think must come from his 
competitor, pretty plainly intimating that, by asserting his 
rights, as they are called, the whole Wye he combe tenantry 
and interest could be united, in the present struggle, on 
whichever side I might desire lo see them." 

" This is a bold and decided stroke, truly ! May I in- 
quire as to your answer, Sir Reginald?" 

■" T shall give none. Under all circumstances 1 will' ever 
refuse to place a bastard in tiie seat of a legitimate descend- 
ant of my family. We contend lor legal and natural rights, 
my dear admiral, and (he means employed should not be 
unworthy of the end. Besides, I know the scoundrel to be 
unworthy of trust, and shall not have the weakness to pul 
myself in his power. I could wish the other boy to be of 
another mind; but, bv getting him off to sea, whither Ik 
23* 
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tolls me he is bound, we shfiil .it least send him out of 
harm's way." 

In all this Sir Reginald was perfectly sincere; for, while 
he did not always hesitate about the employment of means, 
in matters of politics, lis; whs risridly honest in everything 
that related to private property ; a species of moral contra- 
diction that is sometimes I bund .imonL! men who aim at the 
management of human afiairs : since those often yield to a 
besetting weakness who are nearly irreproachable in other 
matters. Blue-water was gbxl to hear this declaration; his 
own simplicity of cbara<;tor inducing him to fancy it was an 
indication to the general probity of his companion. 

" Yes," observed the latter, " in all cases, we must main- 
tain the laws of the land, in an affair of private right. This 
young man is not capable, perhaps, of ib.rming a just esti- 
mate of his political duties, in a crisis like this, and it may 
be well, truly, to jit;! him oil' to sea, lest !iy taking the losing, 
side, he endanger his estate before he is fairly possessed of 
it. And having now disposed of Kir Wyeheriy, what can 
I do most to aid the righ'oous and glorious cause?" 

"This is coming to the point manfully, Sir Richard — I 
beg pardon for tln.H stvliug you, bin 1 happen to know that 
your name has been bcliire the prince, (or some time, as one 
of those who are to receive trie riband from a sovereign 
really authorized lo bestow it ; if I have spoken a little pre- 
maturely, I again entreat your pardon ;— but, this is at once 
coming manfully to the poiui ! Serve us you can, of course, 
and that most effectually, and in an all-important manner. 
I now greatly regret thai my father had not put me in the 
army, in my youth, that T might serve my prince as I could 
wish, in this- perilous trial. But we have many friends ac- 
customed to arms, and among them your own honourable 
name will appear conspicuous as to the past, and encouraging 
as to the future." 

" I have carried arms from boyhood, it is true, Sir Regi- 
nald, but it is in a. service that will scarcely much avail us 
id this warfare. Prince Edward has no ships, nor do I 
know he will need any." 

"True, my dear sir, but King George has ! As for the 
necessity, permit me to say you are mistaken ; it will soon 
he all -important lo kein open the communication with the 
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continent. No. doubt, Monsieur de Vorviilin is out, with 
some such object, already," 

Blue water started, and he recoiled from the firm grasp 
wbiih the other took of his arm, in the earnestness of dis- 
course, with some sueh instinctive aversion as a man recoils 
from the touch of the reptile. The thought of a treachery 
like that implied in the remark of Ins companion had never 
occurred to him, and his honest mind turned with a strong 
disrelish, from even the implied proposition of the other. 
Still, he was not quite cerlain how fir Sir Reginald wished 
to urge him, and he feit it just to ascertain his real views 
before he answered them. Plausible as this appeared, it 
was a dangerous delay for one so simple-minded, when 
brought in. contact with a person as prudisedas the baronet ; 
Sir Reginald having the tact to- perceive that his new friend's 
feelings had already taken the alarm, and at once determin- 
ing to be more wary. 

" What am I to understand by this, Sir Reginald Wyche? 
combe?" demanded the rear-admiral. "In what manner 
ean I possibly be connected with the naval resources of the 
House of Hanover, when it is my intention to throw oif its 
service. King George';; Heels will hardly aid the Stuarts; 
and they will, at least, obey the ordos's of their own officers." 

".Not the least doubt in the world of this, Admiral Blue- 
water ! What a glorious privilege ii was for Monk- lo have 
it in his power to put his liege .sovereign in his rightful seat, 
and thus lo save the empire, by a coup de main, from the 
pains and grievances of a civil contest ! Of all the glorious 
names in English history, I esteem thnt ol'George Monk as 
the one most to be envied I It is a great thing to be a prince — 
one born to be set apart as God's suhs;ititte on earth, in all 
that relates to human justice and human power; — and yet 
it is greater, in my eyes, to be the subject to restore the 
order of these almost divine successions, when once deranged 
ly lawless and presuming men." 

" This is true enough, sir : (hough I would rather have 
joined Charles on the beaeh at. Dover, armed only with an 
untainted. sword, than f'd'owed by an army at my heels 1" 

"What, when that army followed cheerfully, and was 
equally eager with yourself to serve (h'.'ir sovereign !" 

"That, indeed, might somewhat qualify the feeling. But 
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soldiers and sailors are usually influenced by the opinions 
ol' [hose who have been placed in command over them by 
the higher authorities." 

" No doubt they are : and that is ns it should be. We 
are encouraged to believe that some ten or fifteen captains 
are already weli-d is posed towards ns, and will cheerfully 
talie their respective ships to the points our wants require, 
the moment they feel assured of being properly led, when 
collected. By a little timely conceit, we can command the 
North Sea, and keep open important communications with 
the continent, It is known the ministry intend to employ 
as many German troops as they can assemble, and a naval 
force will be all-important in keeping these mustachoed 
foreigners at a distance. The quarrel is purely English, 
sir, and ought to bo decided by Englishmen only." 

" In that, indeed, 1 fully concur, tiir Reginald," answered 
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then think that the French ships 

" Such is our information ; have yon any reason to sup. 
pose that the enemy intend differently ?" 

The baronet paused, and he appeared to ruminate. 
Enough had already pnssed to satisfy him he had not an 
ordinary mind in llia.t of his companion to deal with, and he 
was slightly at a loss how to answer. To bring the othei 
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within his lures, ho was fully resolved ; and the spirits (hat 
aid tiic designing just at that moment suggested the plan 
which, of all other-;, was most iikely to bo successful. Blue- 
water had betrayed his aversion to the interference of foreign 
troops in the quai-ivl, and on Shis subject he intended to 
strike a chord which ho rigklv limbed would thrill on the 
rear-admiral's feelings. 

" We have our information, certainly," answered Sir 
Reginald, like one who was reluelunt to tell all he knew; 
"though good faith requires it should not actually be ex- 
posed. Nevertheless, any one can reason on the probabili- 
ties. The Duke of Cumberland will collect his German 
auxiliaries, and (bey must get into England the best way 
that they can. Would an intelligent enemy with a well- 
appointed fleet suiler this junction, if he could prevent it? 
We know he would not j and when we remember the pre- 
cise time of the sailing of the Comle, his probable ignorance 
of the presence of this squadron of yours, in (he channel, 
and all the other circumstances of the case, who can sup- 
pose otherwise than to believe his aim is to intercept the 
German regiments," 

" This docs seem plausible ; and yet the Active's signals 
told lis (hat the French were steering west ; and that, too, 
wilb n liijjhl westerly wind." 

" Do not fleets, like a rimes, frequency make false demon- 
strations? Might not Monsieur de Vervillin, so long as his 
vessels were in sight from file shore, have turned toward the 
west, with an intention, as soon as covered by the. darkness, 
lo incline to the east, again, and sail up channel, under Eng- 
iish ensigns, perhaps? Is i: net possible ibr him to pass the 
Straits of Dover, even, as an English souadi'on — your own, 
for instance — and ihus deceive the Hanoverian cruisers until 
ready to seize or destroy any transports that may be sent?" 

"Hardly, Sir Reginald," said fSluewaler, smiling. "A 
French ship can no more Lo mistaken for an English ship, 
than a Frenchman can pass for a Briton. We sailors are 
not as easily deceived as that would show. It is true, how- 
ever, that a fleet might well stand in one direction, until far 
enough off the land or covered by night, when it might 
change its course suddenly, in an opposite direction ; and it 
is possible the Comic de Vorvilbu has adopted some such 
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stratagem. If he actually knew of the intention to throw 
German troops into the island, it is even quite probable. In 
that case, for one, 1 could iictuaily wish him success !" 

" Well; my dear sir, and what is to prevent if?" asked 
Sir Reginald, with a triumph that was not feigned. " No- 
thing, you will say, unless he fail in with Sir Gervaise 
Oakes. But you have not answered my inquiry, as to the 
manner in which flag-officers divide their commands, at 

"As soldiers divide their commands ashore. The supe- 
rior orders, and Liu; imerior obeys." 

"Ay, this is true; but it does not meet my question. 
Here are eleven large ships, and two admirals ; now what 
portion of these ships are under your particular orders, and 
what portion under those, of .Sir Uervaisc Oakes?" 

"The vicc-admii-ii! has assigned to himself a division of 
six of the ships, and left me the other five. Each of us has 
his frigates and smaller vessel':. But Lin order that the com- 
mander-in-chief may choose to give any captain must be 
obeyed by him, as the iniorior submits, as a rule, to the last 
order. " 

" And you" resumed Sir Regintdd, with quickness , 
" bow are yon situated, as respects Lbese captains." 

" Should I give a direct order to any captain in the fleet, 
it would certainly be his duty to obey it ; though circum- 
stances might occur wind} would- render it obligatory on 
him to let me know that he had difleient instructions from 
our common superior. Bui. whv ii.ese questions, Sir Regi- 
nald r 

"Your, patience, my dear ii.dv.vira! ;— and what ships have 
you specifically under your care?" 

"The Csesar, my own ; the Dublin, (he Elizabeth, (ho 
York, arid the Dover. To these must be added the Druid 
frigate, Ihe sloop of war, and the Gnat. My division 
numbers eight in all." 

" What a magnificent force, to possess at a moment as 
critical as this [—.Rut where- are ;dl these vessels ? I see but 
four and a cutler, and only two of these seem to be large." 

" The light you perceive there, along !ho land to the west- 
ward, is on hoard the Elizabeth; and thai broad off here, 
in the channel, is on board the York. The Dover's lantern 
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has disappeared further to the southward. Ah! there the 
Dublin casts, and is off after the others!" 

"And you intend to follow, Adnural Blue water 7" 

" Within an hour, or I shall lose the division. As it is, 
I have been deliberating on tho propriety of calling back the 
stcrnmost ships, and collecting them in close squadron ; for 
this increase and hauling of the wind fender it probable they 
will lose the vice-admiral, and lh.it day-light will find the 
fine scattered and in confusion. One mind must control the 
movements of ships, as well as of battalions, Sir Reginald, 
if they are to act in concert." 

" With what view would you collect the vessels you have 
mentioned, and in the manner you have named, it' you do 
not deem my inquiry indiscreet!" demanded the baronet, 
wil.ii quickness. 

" Simply that they might be kept together, and brought 
.n subjection to my own particular signals. This is the duty 
tii fit more especially falls to my share, as head of the di- 
vision." 

" Have you the means to dice! this, here, on this hill, and 
by yourself, sir V 

" It would be a great oversight to neglect so important a 
provision. My signal-officer is lying under yonder cover, 
wrapped in his cloak, and two quarter-masters are in readi- 
ness to make the very signal in qi.ie~i.on ; for its necessity 
has been foreseen, ami ready would seem io be approaching, 
If done at all, it must be done quickly, too. The light 
of the York grows dim in the distance. It shall be done, 
sir; prudence requires it, and you shall see the manner in 
which wo hold our distant idiips in command." 

Bluewater could not hate announced more agreeable in- 
telligence to his companion. Sir Reginald was afraid to 
propose the open treason he meditated : but he fancied, li- 
the rear-admiral could /iiirlv withdraw lih own division from 
the fleet, it would at. once weaken the vice-admiral so much, 
as to render a.n engagement with the French impossible, 
and might lead to such a .nopa ration of the commands as to 
render the final defection of the division in-shore easier of 
accomplishment. It is true, Bluewa:er, himself, was actuated 
by motives directly contrary to these wishes; but, as the 
parties travelled the same road to a certain point, the in- 
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trigging baronet hid his expectations of being able to per. 
suade his new friend to continue on in ills own route. 

Promptitude is a military virtue, find, among seamen, il 
is a maxim lo do everything that is required to be done, 
with activity and vigour. These laws were not neglected 
□n the present occasion. No sooner had the rear-admiral 
determined on his course, than he summoned his agents to 
put it in execution. Lord Geoffrey h;id returned to the 
heights and was witk.n call, and hi.: carried the orders to the 
liculenanl and the qua rter-i rasters. The lanterns only re- 
quired lighting, and then they were rim aloft on Dutioifs 
staff, as regularly as the same duly could have been per- 
formed on the poop of the CEesar. Three rockets were 
thrown up, immediately alier. ami the gun kept on the cliffs 
Tor thai purpose was fired 1 , to draw attention to the signal. 
It might have been a minute ere the heavy ordnance of the 
CEesar repeated the summons, and the same signal was shown 
at her mast-head. The Dublin was still so near that no 
time was lost, but according lo orders, she too repeated the 
signal ; for in the line that uisjht, it was understood that an 
order of this nature; was to he sent from ship to ship. 

" Now for the Elizabeth !" cried Blue water ; " she cannot 
fail to have heard our guns, and to see our signals." 

"The York is ahead of her, sir!" exclaimed the boy ; 
" see ; she has the signal up already I" 

All this passed in a very tew minutes, the last ships hav- 
ing sailed in the expectation of receiving some such recall. 
The York preceded the ship next to her in the line, in con- 
sequence of having gone about, and being actually nearer 
to the rear-admiral than her second astern. It was but a 
minute, before the gun and the lanterns of the Elizabeth, 
however, announced her knowledge of the order, also. 

The two ships last named wen: no longer visible from the 
cliffs, though their positions were; known hy their lights ; but 
no sign whatever indicated the part of the ocean on which 
the Dover was struggling along through the billows. Alter 
a pause of several rniniv.es. liluewatcr spoke. 

" I tear we shall collect no more,'' he .said ; " one of my 
phips must take her chance to find the commander-in-chief, 
nlone. Ha !— that means something !" 

At this instant a faint, distant (lash was seen, for a single 
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i the gloom, imd limn all lnnils were bent forward 
to listen, in breathless attention. A little time had elapsed, 
when the dull, smothered report of a gun proclaimed thai 
even the Dover had caught. !he rapidly transmitted order. 

" What means that, : ur I" ongedv demanded Sir Reginald, 
who had attended to every! limy- with intense expectation. 

" It means, sir, that ail of (lie division are still under my 
command. No other ship would nolo the order. Their 
directions, unless specifically pointed out by their numbers, 
must come from the vine-admiral. Is my barge ashore, 
Lord Geoffrey Cleveland?" 

" It is, sir, as well as the cutter lor Mr. Cornet and thjii 
quarter- masters." 

" It is well. Gentlemen, we will go on board ; the Ctesar 
must weigh and join the other vessels in the offing. I will 
follow you to the landing, h:;i. yon will shove off, at once, 
and desire Captain Hiowei lo weie:h and east to-port. We 
will fill on the starboard tack, and haul directly off the 

The whole party immediately left the station, hurrying 
down to Ihe boats, leaving Bhiowalcr and Sir Reginald to 
follow more leisurely. It was a critical moment for the 
baronet, who had so nearly ollected his purpose, that his 
disappointment would have been double did be fh.il of his 
object altogether. He determined, therefore, not to quit the 
admiral while there was Ihe slightest hope of success. The 
two consequently descended together io the shore, walking, 
for the first minute or hvo, in profound silence. 

"A great game is in your hands, Admiral Bluewater," 
resumed the baronet : 1; righlly played, it may secure the 
triumph of the good cause. I think I may say I know do 
Vervillin's object, and thru h:s success will reseat the Stuarts 
on the thrones of their ancestors! One who loves them 
should ponder well before he dues aught to mar so glorious 
a result." 

This speech was as bold as it was artful. In point of 
fact, Sir Reginald Wychecombe know no more of theComte 
de Vervillin's intended movements than his companion ; but 
he did not hesitate to assert what he now did, in order to 
obtain a great political advantage, in a moment of so much 
importance. To commit Rluewa'er and his captains openly 
34 
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Dn the side of iho Suiarl.s would be a great .achievement in 
itself; to frustrate the plans of Kir I.Jervaise might safelyte 
Recounted another : and, Lben, there were all the chances 
that the Frenchman was not at sea lor nothing, ;md ibui hi;i 
operations might indeed succour thrj movements of the prince, 
'Die baronet, upright as lie was in other matters, had no 
scruples of conscience on this occasion ; having long since 
hro:ji>l it himself over to the belief that il was justifiable lo 
attain ends as great as those lie had in view, by flic sacrifice 
of any of the minor mora! considerations. 

The effect on Bluewater was not trilling. The devil had 
.placed the bait before his eyes in a most tempting form ; for 
lie felt that he had only to hold his division In reserve to 
render an engageiuen! morally improbable. Abandon his 
friend to a superior force he could and would not ; but, it is 
our painful duty lo avow dint his mind bad glimpses of the 
.possibiliiy of" doiti:: Ihe. ndvemurer in Kcerland a great good, 
without doing the vice-admiral and the van of the fleet any 
very essential harm. Let us he understood, however. The 
rear-admiral did not even contemplate treason, or serious 
defection of any sort : but, through one of (hose avenues of 
frailty by which men are environed, he had a glance at 
results that the mastcr-spiri;. of evil momentarily placed 
before his. mental vision as both great and glorious. 

" I wish we were really certain of de Vervillin's object," 
he said; the only concession he made to tins novel H'eliu.r, 
in words. "It might, indeed, throw a great light on the 
cou.se wo ought lo take ourselves. 1 do devest ibis (ioriuau 
alliance, and would abandon the service ere 1 would convoy 
or transport a re^amiidin of them all to England." 

Here Sir Reginald proved how truly expert he was in the 
. arts of management. A train of thought, and fcoimg ba.d 
been lighted in the mind of his companion, which he felt 
might lead to all he wished, while lie was apprehensive that 
further persuasion woidd awaken opposition, and renew old 
seniiincnis. He wisely deiennuicd, therefore, to leave things 
as they were, trusting' (o ihe siroug and. declared bias of the 
admiral in favour of the revolution, lo work out its owii 
consequences, with a visible and all-important advantage sc 
Prominently plaeetl before his eyes. 

" I know nothing cf ships," he answered, modestly; "but 
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I do know I hat the C'omte has our succour In view. It would 
ill become me to advise one of your expedience how to lead 
it force like this, which is stdijecf (o your orders; but, a 
friend of the good cause, who is now in the west, and who 
was lately in the presence itself, tells me that the prince 
manifested extreme satisiacliou when he (earned how much 
it might be in your power to serve hiiri." 

" Do you then think my name has reached the royal 
ear, and that the prince has any knowledge of my real 
feelings V 

" Nothing but your exd'eme modes! \- could cause you to 
dottbt the first, sir; as to the last, ask yourself how came I 
to approach you to-nigh', with my heart in my hand, as it 
might be, making you master of my life as well as of my 
secret. Love and hatred are emotions that soon betray 
themselves." 

It is matler of historical truth that men of the highest 
principles and strongest minds have yielded to the flattery 
of rank. Blue-water's political feelings had rendered him 
indifferent to the blandishments of the court at London, 
while his imagination, [hat chivalrous deference lo antiquity 
and poetical right, which lay at the root of his Jacobitism, 
and Ids brooding sympathies, disposed him hut too well to 
become the dupe of language like this. Had he been mora 
a man of facts, one less under the influence of his own ima- 
gination; had it been his good tbrluue to five even in con- 
tact with those he now so devoutly worshipped, in a political 
sense at least, their influence over a mind as just and clear* 
sighted as his own, would soon have ceased ; but, passing 
his time at sea, they had the most powerful auxiliary possi- 
ble, in the high faculty he possessed of fancying things as 
Is" wished them to be. No wonder, then, (hat he heard 
(his false assertion of Sir Ueuinald with ;t glow of pleasure; 
with even a thrill at the heart te which he had long been a 
stranger. For a time, his belter feelings were smothered in 
(his new and tre^i (--heroes sensation. 

The gentlemen, by this time, were at the landing, and it 
became necessary to separate. The barge of the rear-admi- 
ral was with difficulty kept from leaping on the rock, by 
means of ears and boat-hooks, and each instant rendered 
Sie embarkation more and more difficult. The momenta 
18 
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were precious on more accounts than one, and the leave- 

In kin.'!' was short. Sir Reginald said but little, though he 
intended the pressure of (he hand Ik; gave his companion Ic 
express everything. 

" God be with you," ho added ; " and as you prove true, 
may you prove successful 1 Remember, ' a lawful prince, 
and the claims of birth-right.' God bo with you I" 

"Adieu, Sir Reginald; when we next meet, the future 
will probably bo more apparent to us all. — ISut who comes 
hither, rushing like a madman towards the boat?" 

A form cami.' leaping through the darkness; nor was it 
known, until it stood within two feel of Bluewaler, it was 
that of Wycherly. He had heard the guns and seen the 
signals. Guessing at the reasons, ho dashed from the park, 
which he was pacing to ooo! his agitation, and which now 
owned him for a master, and ran the whole distance to the 
shore, in order not to be left. His arrival was most oppor- 
tune ; for, in another minute, the barge left the rock. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

"O'er the glad waters of the dark-blue sen, 

Our tlmuglils m b',iiriillii.-in, ;md i-.ur i^o-als as free. 
For as tfie brt'iffi r.mi Lear, iUn billows foam, 
Survey our oupir;; am! Iiokoiii unr home!" 

The Caiaair. 

One Is never fully aware of the extent of the movement 
that agitates the bosom of the ocean until fairly subject to 
its action himself, when indeed we all feel its power and 
reason closely on its dangers. The first pitch of his boat 
told Bluewater that the night. (hreii - enod to be serious. As 
the lusty oarsmen bent to their stroke, the large rose on i: 
swell, dividing the foam that glanced past it like a marine 
Aurora Borealis, and then plunged into the trough as if de- 
scending to the bottom, It required several united and 
vigorous efforts to force the little craft from its dangorou;; 
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vicinity to the rocks, and to get it in perfect command. 
This once done, however, the well-praeti : ;ed crew urged the 
barge slowly but steadily ahead. 

"A dirty night! — a dirty night!" muttered Bluewater, 
unconsciously to himself; " we should have had a wild 
berth, had we rode out this blow, at anchor. Oakes will 
have a heavy time of it out yonder in the very chops of the 
channel, with a westerly swell heaving in against this ebb." 

"Yes, sir," answereu Wveherly; "the vice-admiral will 
be looking out for usali, nuxioady uiioiiy;h, in the morning." 

Not another syllable did .Rh.iewater niter until his boai 
had touched the side of the Ci.es.ar. He reflected deeply on 
his situation, and those who know his feelings will easily 
understand that his red ecti oils were nor altogether free from 
pain. Such as they were, he kept them to himself, however, 
and in a man-of-war's heat, when a flag-officer chooses to be 
Bilent, it is a matter of course for his inferiors to imitate his 
example. 

The barge was about a quarter of a mile from the land- 
ing, when the heavy flap of the Caesar's main-top-sail was 
heard, as, close-reefed, it. struggled for freedom, while her 
crew drew its sheets down to the blocks on the lower yard- 
arms. A minute later the Gnal, under the head of her lore- 
and-aft-mainsail, was seen skuiding slowly oft' from the 
iand, looking in the darkness like some half-equipped shadow 
of herself. The sloop of war, too, was seen bending low to the 
force of the wind,vyilh her mere apology of a topsail thrown 
aback, in waiting for the (lag-ship to cast. 

The surface of the waters was a sheet of glancing foam, 
while the air was filled with the blended sounds of the wash 
of the element, and (he roar of the winds. Still there was 
nothing chilling' or repulsive in the temperature of the air, 
which was charged with the freshness of the sea, and was 
bracing and animating, bringing wilh it the flavour that a 
seaman loves. After fully fifteen minutes' severe tuggingat 
the oars, the barge drew near enough to permit the black 
mass of the Carssar to be seen. For some time, Lord Geof- 
frey, who had seated himself at the tiller, — yoke-lines were 
not used a century .since, — 'Steered by the lop-light of the 
rear-admiral ; but now the maze of hamper was seen waving 
slowly to and lro in the lurid heavens, and tho huge hull 
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became visible, heaving anil sei'ing, as if ihe ocean groaned 
with fhe labour of lifting such a pile of wood and iron. A 
light gleamed from the e<djin-wiiidows, and ever and anon, 
one glaiiccd athwart an open gun-room port. In all other 
respects, the ship pvcseiitoi but one brio of blackness. Nor 
was it an easy imder:akii!g, cveis after the barge was under 
the lee of the ship, for those in it, to quit its uneasy support 
and get a firm fooling on the elects that, lined the vessel's 
side like a ladder. This was done, however, and all as- 
cended to the deck but two of the crew, who remained to 
hook-on the yard and stay-tackles. This effected, the shrill 
whistle gave the word, and that lar^r boat, built to carry at 
need some twenty souk, was raised from the raging water, 
as it were by some gigantic effort of the ship herself, and 
safely deposited in her hosorn. 

■ "We arc none (oo soon, sir," said Slow el, the moment he 
had received the rear-admiral with the customary etiquette 
of the hour. " It 's a cap-full of wind already, and it pro- 
mises to blow harder be.'bvo morning. We are catted and 
fished, sir, and the forecastle-men are passing the shank- 
painter, at Ibis moment." 

" Fill, sir, and s( retch ofli on an easy bow-line," was the 
answer ; " when a league in the offing, let me know it. Mr, 
Comet, 1 have need ofyou, in my cabin."' 

As this was said, Uluewatcr went below, followed by his 
signal- officer. At the same instant the firs! lieutenant called 
out to man the main-braces, and to till the topsail. As soon 
as this command was obeyed, (be Ca'sar started ahead. He: 
movement was slow, but it had a majesty in it, that set at 
naught the turbulence of the elements. 

]31uewater had paced to and fro in his cabin no less than 
six times, with his head drooping, in a thoughtful attitude, 
ere bis attention was called to any external object. 

"Do you wish my presence, Admiral Bluewater?' the 
signal -officer at length inquired. 

"I ask your pardon, Mr. Cornet ,' I was really uncon- 
scious that yon were in the cabin. Let me see— ay-— our 
last signal was, ' division come within hail of rear-admiral.' 
They must gel. close to us, !o be able (o do that, to-night, 
Cornet! The winds and waves have begiai their song in 
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"And yet, sir, I'll venture a month's pay that Captain 
Drink water brings the Dover so near us, us to put the officei 
of the deck and [he quarter-master at the wheel in a fever, 
We once made thai signal, in a gale of wind, and he passed 
his jib-boom-end over our tatfraii." 

" He is certainly a most literal gentleman, that Captain 
Drink water, but lie knows how to lake care of his ship. 
Look for the number of ' follow the rear- admiral's motions.' 
'T is 211, I think." 

" No, sir j but 212. Blue, red and white, with the flags. 
With the lanterns, 'I is one of the simplest signals we have." 

" Wo will make it, at once. When that is done, show 
'the rear-admiral; keep in his wake, in the general order 
of sailing.' That I am sure is 204." 

"Yes, sir ; you are quite right. Shall I show the second 
signal as soon as al! the vessels have answered the first, 
sir V 

" That is my intention, Cornet. When all have answered, 
let me know it." 

Mr. Cornet now left the cabin, and Rluewater took a seat 
in an arm-chair, in deep meditation. For quite half an 
hour the former was busy on the poop, with his two quarter- 
masters, going through the slow and tar from easy duty of 
making night-signals, as I hey were ibeii practised at sea. It 
was some time before the most distant vessel, the Dover, 
gave any evidence of comprehending the first order, and 
then the same tardy operation had to be gone through with 
.for the second. At Iem;;lh the sentinel threw open the cabin- 
door, and Cornet reappeared. During the whole of his ab- 
sence on deck, Bluewaier bad not stirred,' scarce seemed 
to breathe. His thoughts were away from his ships, and 
for the first time, in the ten years he had worn a flag, he 
bad tbrgoMeu the order he bad given. 

"The signals are made and answered, sir," said Cornet, 
as soon as be had advanced to the edge of the table, on 
which the rear-admiral's elbow was leaning. " The Dublin 
is already in our wake, and the Elizabeth is bearing down 
fast on our weather-quarter; she will bring herself into her 
station in ten minutes." 

" What news of the York and Dover, Cornet ?" asked 
:, rousing himself from a (it of deep abstraction. 
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" The York's light nears lis, quite evidently ;' though lhal 
of the Dover is still a fixed star, sii'," answered the lieu- 
tenant, d'liiokJiiiy; ;■ little at. his own humour ; " it scorns mi 
larger than it did when we first made it." 

" It is something to have made it at all. I was not aware 
it could be seen from deck 1" 

"Nor can it, sir; but, by going up half-a-dozen ratlins 
we get a look at it. Captain Dnnkwaier bowses up his 
lights to the gaff-end, and I am see him always ten minutes 
sooner than any other ship in Uie fleet, under the same cir- 
cumstances." 

" Drinkwater is a careful officer ; do (he bearings of hia 
light alter enough to tell [he course he is steering?" 

"I think l.hey do. sir, though onr standing out athwart 
his line of sailing would make liie change slow, of course. 
livery foot we get to the southward, you know, sir, would 
throw his bearings farther west ; while every foot he comes 
cast, would counteract the.! change and throw his bearings 
further south." 

" That 's very clear ; but, as he must go three fathoms 
to our one, running off with square yards before such a 
breeze, I think we should he constantly altering his bear- 
ings to the southward." 

" No doubt of it, in the world, sir ; and that is just what 
we are doing. I think 1 can see a diiiei'ertce of half a point, 
already ; but, « hen wo get ids light fairly in view from the 
poop, we shall he able to toll with perfect accuracy." 

"All very well. Cornet. Do me the favour to desire 
Captain S towel to step into the cabin; and keep a bright 
look-out for the ships of the division. Stay, for a single in- 
stant; what particularly sharp-eyed youngster happens to 
belong to the watch on deck?" 

" I know none keener in that way than Lord Geoffrey 
Cleveland, sir ; he can see all (he roguery that is going on 
in the whole fleet, at any rate, and ought to see other 
things." 

" He will do perfectly well : send the young gouthman to 
me, sir; but, first inform Hip officer of the watch that ! have 
need of him." 

Bluewaterwas unusually fastidious in exercising his au- 
thority over those who had temporary superiors on the 
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assigned duly of the ship ; and lie never sent an order lo 
any of Lite watch, v.-ithouJ. e;u!.sing it to pass through the 
officer of that watch. He waited List a minute before the 
boy appeared. 

" Have you a good gripe to-night, boy?" asked the rear- 
admiral, smiling ; "or will it bo both bands for yourself and 
none for the king 1 I want you on the fore-top-gallant-yard; 
for eight, oi' tun minutes." 

11 Well, sir, it 'a a plain road there, and one I 've often 
(ravelled," relumed the hid. cheerfully. 

" That I well know ; you are certainly no skulk when 
duty is to he done. Go aloft then, and ascertain if the lights 
of any of Sir Gcrvaise's .squadron arc to be seen. You will 
remember that the Hover bears .somewhere; about south-west 
from us, and that she is still a long way to seaward, I 
should think all of Sir Gervai.se'.s ships must be quite as far 
to windward as that point would bring them, but much fur- 
ther off. By looking sharp a poinl or half a point to wind- 
ward of the Dover, you may possibly see the light of the 
Warseite, and ihen we shall yet a correet idea of the bear- 
ings of ail the rest of the division — " 

" Ay-ay-sir," interrupted ihe boy ; " I think I understand 
exactly what you wish to know, Admiral iiluewater." 

" That is a natural gift at sixteen, my lord," returned the 
admiral, .smiling ; " but it may bo improved :i ltfMo ; per!ja.p.s, 
by the experience of iili.y. Adw, it is possible Sir Gervai.se 
may have gone about, as soon as the flood made; in which 
case he ought to bear nearly west of us, and you will also 
look in that direction. On the other band, Sir Gervaise 
may have stretched so far over towards the French coast 
before night shut in, as to fee! sa'.islied Monsieur de Vervil- 
3in is still to the eastward of him ; in which case he would 
keep off a little, and may, at this moment, be nearly ahead 
of us. So that, under all the circumstances, you will sweep 
the horizon, from the weather-beam to the lee-bow, ranging 
forward. Am I understood, now, my lord V* 

"Yes, sir, 1 think you are," answered the boy, blushing 
at his own impetuosity. " You will excuse my itidiscre'ii.-n, 
Admiral Bluewater ; but I ilut/i.^ht 1 understood all you 
desired, when I spoke so hastily." 

" No doubt you did, Geoffrey, but you perceive you did) 
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not. Nature hrss made you quick of apprehension, but nol 
q.uit;ji enough to forv.xe.e all an old mini's gossip. Come 
nearer, now, and let us shake hands. So go aloft, and hold 
on well, ibr il is a windy night, ami I do not desire to bse 
you ovefboard." 

The boy did as told, squeezed B'uewaters hand, and 
dashed oui of the cabin i.o conceal his tears. As for tho 
rear-admiral, ho immediately relapsod into his fit of fbrgot- 
fulness, waiting lot' Che arrival of Stowel. 

A summons to a explain does not ns immediately produce 
a visit, on hoard a vessel of war, as a summons to a mid- 
shipman. Captain Stowel was busy in looking at the man- 
ner, in which bis bonis were stowed, when Cornet told him 
of the rear-admiral's request ; and then he had to give some 
orders to tho first lieutenant concerning the fresh inea.t that 
had been got off, and one or two other similar little things, 
before he was at leisure to comply. 

" See me, do yo-a say, Mr. Cornet ; in his own cabin, as 
soon as it is convenient?" lie at length remarked, when all 
these several officers bud been duly performed. 

The signal -oflieer repealed Ibc request, word for word as 
he had beard it, and then be turned to take another look at 
the light of the Dover. As tor Stowel, he cared no more 
for the Dover, windy and dark as the night promised to be, 
than the burgher is apt to care for his neighbour's house 
when the whole street is threatened with destruction. To 
him theCassar was the great eon' re of alt ruction, and Cornet 
paid him orT in kind ; lor, of all the vessels in the flee', tho 
Cajsur was precisely the one to which he gave the least 
attention; and this for the simp!;; reason that she was the 
only ship to which ho novel gave, or from which he never 
received, a signal. 

"Weil, Mr. Bluff;" said Sknve! to the first lieutenant; 
" one of us will have to be on deck most of the night, and 
I'll take a slant below, Ibr hall' an hour first, and see what 
the admiral wishes." 

Thus saying, the captain left tho dock, in order fo ascer- 
tain his superior's pleasure. Captain Stowel was several 
years the senior of llluewni.er. having actually been a lieu- 
tenant in one of the iVi;;u!es in which the rear-admiral had 
nerved as a midshipman , a circinns'arkcc to which he occa- 
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sionally alluded in their present intercourse. Tiie change 
in the relative positions was the vosult of '.he. family influence 
of the junior, who had passed his senior in the grade of 
master mid commander ; si rani; that [lici] brought many all 
Inmost man up (or life, in the English marine. At the ago 
of live-and-Ibrty, that at which Bkiewater first hoisted his 
(lag, SUak.il was posted ; aiid soon ai!cr lie was invited by 
hi.s old sbbmate, who had once hail him under him as his 
firs! lieutenant in a sloop of war, to lake th» command of 
his flag-ship. From that day down (o the present moment, 
the two officers had sailed together, whenever they sailed al 
all, perfectly good friends ; though the captain never ap- 
peared entirely to forget the time when they were in the 
aforesaid frigate ; one a gun-room officer, and the other only 
a " youngster." 

S [owe I must now have been about sixty-five; a square, 
iard- featured, red- "need seaman, who knew all about his 
■hip, from her truck to her limber-rope, hut who troubled 
himself very little about anything else. He had married a 
widow when he wn.a postod, but was childless, aiid had long 
since permitted his aflections to wander hack into their own 
channels; from the domestic hearth to his ship. lie seldom 
spoke of matrimony, hot the little he saw' (it to say on the 
subject was comprehensive and to the point. A perfectly 
sober man, he consumed largo rpianlities of both wine and 
brandy, as well as of tobacco, and never seemed to be the 
worse for either. Loyal he was by political faith, and he 
looked upon a revolution, let ils object he what it might, as 
he would have regarded a mutiny in the Cscsar. He was 
exceedingly pertinacious of his rights as "■ captain of his 
own ship," both ashore and afloat; a disposition that pro- 
duced less trouble with the mild and gentle-manly rear-ad- 
miral, than with Mrs. Stowel. If we add that this plain 
sailor never looked into a book, his proper scientific works 
excepted, we shall have said all of him that his connection 
with our tale demands. 

" Good-evening, Admiral liiucv.'filer." said Ibis true tar, 
saluting the rear-admiral, as one neighbour would greet 
another, on dropping in of an evening, for they occupied 
different cabins. " Mr. Cornet told me you would like to 
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any a word to mo, before i turned in ; if, indeed, (urn in tt L , 
ail, 1 do this blessed night." 

" Take a seal, Si.owel, and n glass of this sherry, in tho 
bargain," Bluewater answered, kindly, showing how well he 
understood his m;:n, by 1.1 10 manner in which hi: shoved both 
bottle snd g!;i^s within reach 0!" his hand. " How goes the 
night? — and is i.liis wind likely to stand?" 

" I'm of opinion, sir,— we'll drink liis Majesty, if you've 
no objection, Admiral i'Uucwater, — 1 'm of opinion we shall 
slrelch the threads of that new main-top-sail, before we 've 
done with the breeze, sir. I believe I 've not told you, yet, 
that I 've had the new sail bent, since we last spoke together 
on the subject. It 's a good fit, sir; and, close-reefed, the 
sail stands like the side of a house." 

"I'm glad to hear it, Sfowel ; though I think all your 
canvass usually appears to be in its place." 

"Why you know, Admiral Bluewater, that I've been 
long enough at it, to understand someihhig about the matter. 
It is now more than forty years since we were in the Calypso 
foge:bor, and ever since that time I've borne the commis- 
sion of an officer. You were then a youngster, and thought 
more of your joke, than of bonding sails, or of seeing bow 
they would stand." 

" There wasn't much of me, certainly, forty years ago, 
Stiiwel ; but I we!; remember the knaei: yon bad of making- 
every robin, slice!, bowline, and thread do its duty, then, as 
you do to-day. By the way, can you tell me anything of 
the Dover, this evening?" 

" Not I, sir; she came out with the rest of us I suppose, 
and must he somewhere in the ileet r though T dare say the 
log will have it all, if she has been anywhere near us, 
lately. I am sorry we did not go into one of the watering. 
ports, instead of this open roadstead, for we must be at least 
twenty- seven hundred gallons short of what we ought to 
have, by my calculation ; and then we want a new set. of 
light spars, pretty much all round; and the lower hold 
hasn't as many barrels of provision in it, by thirty-odd, as 
I could wish to see there." 

" I leave these things to you, entirely, Stowel ; you will 
report in time to keep the ship efficient." 

" No fear of the Ca;sar, sir ; for, between Mr. Bluff, th( 
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master, and myself, we know petty mueh all about tier; 
though I daresay there are men in the fleet who can tell you 
more about the Dublin, or the Dover, or the York. Wo 
will drink the queen, and ail the royal iiunily, if you please, 

As usual, Bluewal.er merely bowed, for his companion 
required no further acquiescence in his toasts. Just at that 
moment, too, it would have needed a general order, at least, 
to induce him to drink any of the family of the reigning 
house. 

" Oakes must be well off, mid-channel, by this time, 
Oi!|iiaiii Stowel?" 

"I should think he might be, sir; though I can't say I 
took particular notice of the l:nw lie sailed. I dare say it '& 
all in the log. The Plantagenct is a fast ship, sir, and 
Captain Greenly understands her trim, and what she can 
do on all tacks ; and, yet, I do think His Majesty has one 
ship in this fleet that can find a Frenchman quite as soon, 
rtnd deal with him, when found, quite as much to the pur- 

;l Of course you mean the Caisar ; — well, I 'm quite of 
your way of l.hiiikmg, (hou;;h Sir (jervaiso manages never 
to be in a slow ship. I suppose you know, Stowel, that 
Monsieur de Vervillin is out, and that we may expect to see 
or hear something of him, to-morrow." 

" Yes, sir, there is some such conversation in the ship, I 
know; but the quantity of ga.iiey-nows in so grout in (his 
squadron, that I never a! Lend much !o what is said. One of 
the officers brought oiF a rumour, I believe, that there was a 
sort of a row in Scotland. By the way, sir, there is a su- 
pernumerary lieutenant on board, and as he has joined 
entirely without orders, I 'm at a loss how to berth or lo pro- 
vision him. We can treat the aenlJeman hospitably to- 
night; but in thy morning I shall by obliged to get him 
regularly on paper." 

"You mean Kit' Wyi.'be.i'ly Wydiccombe; he shall come 
into my mess, raiher than .give you any trouble." 

"I shall not presume to meddle with any gentleman you 
may please to invite into you.- cabin, sir," answered Stowet, 
with a stiff bow, in the way of apology. " That 's what I 
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nlways tell Mrs. Stowel, air;— that my cabin is my own. 
and even a with has no right to aissike u broom in it." 

" Which is a great advantage to us seamen ; for it gives 
us a citadel to retreat to, when the outworks are piessed. 
You appear to take but little interest in this civil war. 
Stowel I" 

" Then it 's true, is it, sir '! I didn't know but it might turn 
out to be galley-news. Pray what is the rumpus ail about, 
Admiral Bluewater ; for, { never could get that story Added 
properly, so as to set up tin; rigging, a: id have the spar well 
slaved in ils place." 

" It is merely a war lo decide who shrill ho king of Eng- 
and ; nothing eke, I do assure you, sir." 

" They're an uneasy set ashore, sir, if the tvuth must be 
said of Ihem ! We 've got one king, already; and on what 
principle does any man wish for more? Now, there was 
Captain Blakely, from the Elizabeth, on board of me thfc 
afternoon ; and we talked the matter over a little, and both 
of us concluded that they got these things up much as a 
matter of profit among the army contractors, and the dealers 
in warlike stores." 

Bluewater listened with intense interest, for here wan 
proof how completely two of his captains, at least, would be 
at his own command, and how little they would be likely, 
for a time, at least, k> dispute any of his orders. He thought 
of Sir Reginald, and of the rapture with which he would 
have received this trait of nautical character. 

"There are people who set their hearis on the result, not- 
withstanding," carelessly observed the rear-admiral ; " and 
some who see their fortunes marred or promoted, by the 
success or downfall of the parties. They think de Vervillin 
is out on. some errand connected with this rising in the 

" Well, T don't see what he has got to do with the matter 
at all; for, I don't suppose that King Lotus is such a fool 
as to expect to be king of England as well as king of 
France 1" 

"The dignity wo^'d be too nu;di for one pair of shoulders 
lo bear. As well might one admiral wish to command ali 
'ho divisions of his own fleet, though they were fifty leagues 
d sunder." 
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" Or one captain two ships ; or what is more to the pur- 
pose, sir, one ship to keep two captains. We'll drink to 
discipline, if you've no objection, sir. 'Tis the sou! of 
order and quiet, ashore or afloat. For my part, I want no 
co-equal — I believe that 'a the cant word they uso on such 
occasions — but. I want no eo-cqua!, in the Cresar, and I am 
unwilling to have one in the house at Greenwich; though 
Mr.-!. Slovrel thinks dhieroiitly. Horn's my ship ; she 's in 
her place in the line; it's my business to soe she is fit for 
any service that a. lirst-ekiss two-^efkor can undertake, and 
that duty I endeavour (o perform ; and I make no doubt it 
is all the bettor performed because there's no wife or co- 
equal aboard here. ~Whr.ru the ship is to go, and what 
she is to do, are other mailers, which i take from general 
orders, special orders, or signals. Let them act up to this 
principle in London, and we should hoar no more of dis- 
turbanees, north or south." 

"Certainly, Stowel, year doctrine would make a quiet 
nation, as well as a quiet ship. I hope you do me the justice 
to think there is no co-equal in my commands')" 

"That there is no; sir — and i have the honour to drink 
your health— that there is not. When we were in the 
Calypso together, I had the inlvaiifage ; and I must say that 
1 never had a youngster under me who over did his duty 
more cheerfully. Since that day wo \e shifted places ; end 
for end, as one might say ; and ! endeavour to pay you, in 
your own coin. There is no man whose orders I obey more 
willingly or more to my own advantage; always excepting 
thoseofAdmiraJOakos.wbo. being cornmauder-in-chief,over- 
lays us all with his anchor. We must dowse our peaks to 
his signals, though wo ran mainlain, without mutinying, 
that the Caesar is as good a boat, on or off a wind, ns the 
I J l;inlii;:!;!!'' ; , the host day Sir jarvy over saw." 

" There, is no manner of doubt of that. You have all (he 
notions of a true sailor, 1 find, Stowel ; obey orders before 
all other things. T am curious lo know bow our captains, 
generally, stand affected to this claim which the Pretender 
has set up to the throne 1" 

" Can't tell you, on my soul, sir ; though I fancy few of 
them give themselves any great anxiety in the matter. 
When tne wind is fair we can run off large, and when it is 
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foul we must haul upon a bowline, lot who wilt reign. I 

was a youngster under Queen Anne, and she was a Stuart, 
I believe; and I have served under the German family evei 
since; and to bo frank with you, Admiral Bluewaler, I see 
but little difference in the duty, the pay, or the rations. My 
maxim is to obey orders, mid then 1 know the blame will 
fall on them that give them, if anything goes wrong." 

"We have many Scotchmen in the fleet, Stowcl," ob- 
served the roar-admiral, in a musing manner, like one who 
rather thought aloud than spoke. " Several of the captains 
are from north of Tweed." 

"Ay, sir, one is pretty certain of meeting gentlemen from 
that part of the island, in almost rd! situations in life. I 
never have underwood that Scotland had much of a navy in 
ancient times, and vet the moment old England has to pay 
for it, the lairds arc wilting enough to send their children to 

"Nevertheless it must be owned that they make gallall, 
and useful officers, Siowel." 

" No doubt they do, sir ; but gallant and useful men arc 
not scarce anywhere. Yon and 1 are loo old and too expe 
rienced, Admiral Bhicwnter, to put any faith in the notion 
that courage belongs to any particular part of the world, or 
usefulness either. I never Ii.uii.flil. a I'Veuchman yet that i 
thought a coward; and, in my judgment., there are brave 
men enough in England to command ail her ships, and to 
fight them too." 

" Let this be so, Si.owel, still we must take things as they 
come. What do you think of the night 1" 

" Dirty enough before morning, 1 shouid think, sir, though 
it is a little out of rule, that it does not rain with this wind, 
already. The next time we come-to, Admiral Bluewaler, I 
intend to anchor with a shorter scope of cable (ban we have 
been doing lately ; for, T begin to think there is no use in 
wetting so many yarns in the summer months. They tell 
me the York brings up always on forty fathoms." 

" That 's a short range, I should think, for a heavy ship. 
But here is a visiter." 

The sentinel opened the eabbi-door, and Lord Geoffrey, 
with his cap fastened to his head by a pocket-handkerchief 
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and his face red with exposure to the wind, entered the 

" "Well," said Bluewater, quietly ; " what is the report 
from aloft ?" 

" The Dover is running down athwart our forefoot, and 
nearingus las', sir," roinrnofl the midshipman. •'■ The. \ ori; 
is close on our weather-heimi, edging in to her station ; but 
1 can make out nothing ahead of us, though I was on the 
yard twenty minutes." 

" Did you look well on (he weather-beam, and thence 
forward to the lee-bow?" 

" I did, sir ; if any light is in view, better eyes than mins 
must find it." 

Stowel looked from one to the other, as this short conver- 
sation was held ; but, as soon as there was a pause, he put 
in a word in behalf of the ship. 

"You've been up forward, my lord?" he said. 

"Yes. I have, Captain Stowel." 

"And dill yen i think of seeing how the heel of the top- 
gallant-mast stood it, in this sea? Bluff tells me 't is too 
loose to be fit for very heavy weather." 

" I did not, sir. I was sent aloft lo look out for the ships 
of the commander-in-chief's division, mid didn't think of the 
heel of the top-<ia!:;uM.-m;isl.'s hemp; too loose, at all." 

"Ay, that's the way with id I the youngsters, now-a-days. 
In my time, or even in yours. Admiral l.'lucwater, we never 
put our feet on a ratlin, but hands and eyes were at work, 
until we reached (ho balling place, even (hough it should bo 
the truck. That is the manner to know what a ship is made 
of!" 

" I kept my bauds and eyes at work, too, Captain Stowel ; 
but it was lo hold on well, and lo look out well." 

" That wili never do— that will never do, if you wish to 
make yourself a sailor. Begin with your own ship first; 
learn all about her, and then, when yott get to be an 
admiral, as your father's son, ray lord, will be certain to 
become, it will ho lime enough to bo inqumng about the rest 
of the fleet." 

" You forget, Captain Stowel — " 

■'Thai. wi.'l do, Lord Geoffrey," Bluewater soothingly in. 
terpojed, lor he 1 knew that tie captain preached no mom 
2-5* 
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than he literally practised ; " if I am satisfied with jour 
report, no one else has a right to complain. Desire Sir 

Wyeherly VVycheoombe to meet me on deck, where we will 
now go, Stowel, and take a look at the weather for our- 
selves." 

"With all my heart, Admiral Bluewater, though I 'II just 
drink the First Lord's health before we quit this excellent 
liquor. That youngster has stuff in him, in spite of his 
nobility, and by fetching him up, with round turns, occa- 
sionally, I hope to make a man of him, yet." 

" If he do not grow into that character, physically and 
morally, within the next lew years, sir, he will be the first 
person of his family who has ever timed of it." 

As Bluewater said this, he and the captain left his cabin, 
and ascended to the quarter-deck.. Here Siowel stopped to 
hold a consultation with his first lieutenant, while the ad- 
miral went up the poop-ladder, and joined Cornet. The 
last had nothing new to communicate, and as he was per- 
mitted to go below, he was desired lo send Wyeherly up to 
the poop, where the young man would be expected by the 
rear-admiral. 

. Some little time elapsed before the Virginian could be 
found ; no sooner was this effected, however, than he joined 
Bluewater. They had a private conversation of fully half 
an hour, pacing the poop the whole time, and then Cornet 
was summoned hack, again, to his usual station. The latter 
immediately received an order lo acquaint Captain Stowel 
the rear-admiral desired that the Ca?sar might be hove- 
to, and to make a signal for the Druid 36, to come under 
the flag-ship's Ice, and back her main-top-sail. No sooner 
did this order reach Ihe quarter-deck than the watch was 
sent to the braces, and the main-yard was rounded in, until 
the portion of sail that was still set lay against the mast. 
This deadened the way of the huge body, which rose and 
fell heavily in the seas, as they washed under her, scarcely 
large er.ough to lift 'be burthen it imposed upon them. Just 
at this instant, the signal was made. 

The sudden check to '.]>(■■ movement of the Cajsnr brought 
the Dublin booming up in the darkness, when putting, her 
helm up, that ship surged slowly past lo leeward, resembling 
y black mountain moving by in the gloom. She was .-hailed 
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and directed to heave-to, also, as soon as far enough ahead. 
The Elizabeth followed, clearing the fiug-ship by mere'.y 
twenty fathoms, and receiving n f.imdar order. The Druid 
had been on the admit-uTs w wi! lit? r- quarter, but she now 
came gliding down, with the wind abeam, taking room to 
hack her top-sail under the Cscsrir's lee-bow. By this time 
a cutter was in the water, rising six or eight feet up the 
black side of the ship, and sinking as low aoparently be- 
neath her bottom, and tliou Wyoherly reported himself as 
ready to proceed. 

"You will not forget, sir, 1 ' said .Blue water, "any part 
of my commission ; but inform the commander-in-chief of 
the whole. It may be important, that we understand each 
other fully. You will also hand him this letter which I 
have hastily written while the boa', was getting ready." 

"I think I understand your wishes, sir ;— at least, I hope 
so, - " — andl will endeavour to execute them." 

"God bless you, Kir Wydioriy Wychecombe," added 
Biuewater, with emotion. " We may never meet again ; 
we sailors carry uncertain lives; and we may be said to 
carry them in our hands." 

Wycherly took his leave of the admiral, and he ran 
down the poop-ludder to descend into the boat. Twice he 
paused on the quarter-deck, however, in the manner of one 
who felt disposed to return and ask some explanation ; but 
each time he moved on, deeided to proceed. 

It needed all the agility of our young sailor to get safely 
into (he boat. This done, the ears fell and the cutter was 
driven swiftly away to leeward. In a kw minutes, it shot 
beneath the lee of the frigate, and discharged its freight. 
Wycherly could not have been three minutes on the deck 
of the Druid, ere her yards were braced up, and her top- 
sail tilled with a heavy flap. This caused her to draw 
slowly ahead. Five minutes later, however, a white cloud 
was seen dimly fluttering over her hull, and the reefed main- 
sail was distended to the wind. The effect was so instanta- 
neous that the frigate seemed to glide away from the flag- 
ship, and in a quarter of an hour, under her three top-saila 
double-reefed, and her courses, she was a mile distant on 
her weather- bow. Those who watched her movements 
without understanding than, observed that she lowered her 
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light, and appeared io detach herself from the rest of the 
division. 

It was some time beibre t. E i e Ca'sar's boat was enabled to 
pull up against the tide, wind, and sea. When this hard 
task was successfully accomplished, 1 i jo ship tilled, passed 
the Dublin and Elizabeth, and resumed her place in the line. 

Blue-water paced the poop an hour longer, having dis- 
missed his signal-officer and the quarter-masters to their 
hammocks. Even Stowel had turned in, nor did Mr. Bfufi 
deem it necessary to remain on deck any longer. At the 
end of the hour, the rear-admiral bethought him of retiring 
too. Before he i|ifitted the poop, however, he stood at the 
weather-ladder, holding on tot ho inizzen-rigging, and gazing 
at the scene. 

The wind had increased, as had the sea, but it was not 
yet a gale. The York had long beibre hauled up in ( her 
station, a cable's leng\h aj;e;id o!" the Cie-sur, and was stand- 
ing on, under the same canvass as (lie Hag-ship, looking 
stately and black. The Dover was just shooting into her 
berth, under the standing sailing-orders, at the same dis- 
tance ahead of the York ; visible, but much less distinct and 
imposing. Thesloopand thecuderwere running along,undei 
the lee of the heavy ships, a quarter of a mile distant, each 
vessel keeping her relative position, by close atlention to 
her canvass. Further than this, nothing was in sight. The 
sea had that wild mixture of brightness and gloom, which 
belongs to the element when much agitated in a dark night, 
while the heavens were murky and threatening. 

Within the ship, all was still. Here and there a lantern 
threw its wavering light around, but the shadows of the 
masts and guns, and other objects, rendered this relief to 
the night trifling. The lieutenant of the watch paced the 
weather sideof the quarter-deck, silent but attentive. Occa- 
sionally he hailed the look-outs, ami admonished them to be 
vigilant, also, and at each turn he glanced upward to see 
how the top-sail stood. Four or five old and thoughtful sea- 
men walked the waist and forecastle, but most of the watch 
were stowed between the guns, or in the best places they 
could find, under the lee of the bulwarks, catching cat's 
naps. This was an indulgence denied the young gentlemen, 
of wlwm one was on the forecastle, leaning against the 
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mast, dreaming of home, one in the waist, supporting the- 
nettings, and one -milking the lee-side of the quarter-deck, 
his eyes shut, his fhouuiils coiiinscd, and his footing uncer- 
tain. As Bluewater stepped on the q u a r if <r- deck -I adder, to 
descend to his own cabin, ihc youngster hit Ins foot against 
an eye-bolt, and iuitlied away plump up ".guiust his superior. 
Blue water caught tin: (ad in his arms, and saved him from 
a fall, setting him fairly on Liis feet before lie let him go. 

'"Tis seven beds, Geoffrey," said the admiral, in an 
under tone. " Hold on for half an hour longer, and then 
go dream of your dear mother." 

Before the boy could recover himself to thank his supe- 
rior, the latter had disappeared. 



CHAPTER XX. 

" Yrl notii-ithstiimliiiji;, licin;; icint-iir-o^! 
As flaws congealed in t. 



The reader will remember that the wind had not become 
fresh when Sir Gervaisc Oakes gol iulo his barge, with tha 
intention of carrying his deer in sea.. A retrospective glance 
at the state of the weather, will become necessary to the 
reader, therefore, in carrying his mind back to that precise 
period, whither it has now become our duty to transport 
him in imagination. 

The vice-admiral governed a fleet on principles very dif- 
ferent from those of Bluewater. While the last left so much 
to the commander:-: of the diiieror.t vessels, his friend iooked 
into everything himself. The details of the service he knew 
were indispensable to success on a larger scale, and his 
active mind descended into all these minutiae, to a degree 
sometimes, that annoy.:;.:] his explains. On the whole, how- 
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.ever, he was sufficiently observant of lh;t'. formidable barrier 
to excessive faniiiktrily, ami that great promoter of heart, 
burnings in a squadron, naval etiquette, to prevent anything 
like. serious misunderstandings, and the best Tee lings pre- 
vailed between him and the several magnates under his 
orders. Perhaps the circumstance that he was a fighting 
admiral contributed to ibis interna! I.rampiillity ; for, it has 
been often remarked, that armies and fleois will both tolerate 
more in leaders that give them plenty to do with the 
enemy, than in commander* who leave them inactive and 
less exposed. The constant encounters with the foe would 
seem to let. out all the superfluous (juiirrolsorne tendencies. 
Nelson, to a certain extent, was an example of this influence 
in the English marine, Suffren* in that of France, and 
Preble, to a much y renter decree (ban in either of the other 
cases, in our own. At all event*, while most of his captains 
sensibly felt themselves less of commanders, while Sir Ger- 
vaise was on board or around their ships, than when he was 
in the cabin of the ['km' age net, :he peace was rarely broken 
between them, and he was jjcnerally beloved as well as 
obeyed. Bluewater was a more invariable favourite, per- 
haps, though scarcely as much respected; and certainly 
not half as much feared. 

On the present occasion, the vice-admiral did not pull 
through the fleet, without diHcoveviiia 1 the peculiar propen- 
sity to which we have alluded, in passing one of the ships, 
he made a sign lo his coxswain ■'<> cause the boat's crew to 
lay on their oars, when he hailed the vessel, and the follow- 
ing dialogue occurred. 

" Carnally ahoy !" cried the admiral. 

* Siiffren, though one of the brisl si!n.[:n[iNiir!s franco ever possessed, 
was a man of extreme severity and great roughrif-s nf iiiiiriiiiir. Si ill 
he musl have !,«n a mar, .f "family, as his title of U„.ill, ,],; SuUrui, 
was derived from his lioing a Knight t>f Malta. It is a singular cir. 
I'uinstiiico connected with tac riuutli o:' this distinguished officer, which 
occurred not limy belurr ill?: i'reneii revolution, that he disappeared in 
.on extraordinary uiiiuitr, and in Imricd no one knows where. It is 
sit;j(!'j«i'd Jji.'i! In; h-iis killed hy (Mi:- ni' his own chiefs, in a rer.coni.iv 
in the streets of l'nris, ,:l. si:;jf>\, and thai the lieluence "f the friends of 
the victor was sufficiently great In suppress inutiiry. The conse of the 
quarrel is attributed In harsh treLilineul on aervice. 
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"Sir," exclaimed the officer of the deck, jumping- on o 
o/narter-deek gun, raid raisin™ liis hat. 

" Is Captain Parker on boned, sir?'' 

" lie is, Sir Gervaise; will you see him^sirl" 

A nod of the head sufiteed lo bring the said Captain Parker 
on deck, and to the gangway, where he could coaverse with 
his superior, without inconvenience to either. 

" How do you do. Captain Parker?" — a certain sign Sir 
Gervaise meant to rap the other over the knuckles, else 
would it have been Parker. — " How do you do, Captain 
Parker? I am sorry to sec yon have got your ship too 
much down by the head, sir. She'll steer oft' the wind, like 
a colt when he first ieels the bridle; now with his head on 
one side, and now on (he other. You- know I like a com- 
pact line, and straight wakes, sir." 

"lam well aware of that, £ir Gervaise," returned Parker, 
a grey-headed, meek old man, who had fought his way up 
from the forecastle to his present honourable station, and, 
who, though brave as a lion before tin: enemy, had a particu- 
lar dread of all his commanders; "but we have been obliged 
to use more water aft than we could wish, on account of the 
tiers. Wo shall coil away the cables anew, and come at 
some of the leaguers forward, and bring all right again, in 
a week, I hope, sir." 

"A week?— the d — 1, sir; that will never do, when I 
expect. to see do Vevvillin to-morrow. Fill all your empty 
casks aft with salt-water, iiumedi;Ue!y ; and if that wont do, 
shift some of your slu.it from lorward. I know that craft of 
yours, well ; she is as tender as a lei low with corns, and th« 
shoe musn't pinch anywhere." 

" Very weli, Sir Gervaise ; the ship shall be brought in 
trim, as soon as possible." 

"Ay, ay, sir,. that is what I expect from every- vessel, at 
all limes; and more espeeialfv when we are ready to meet 
an enemy. And, 1 say. I'urlrr," — making a sign to his 
boat's crew lo stop rowing ^rain—" I say, Parker., I know 
yon love brawn ; — I 'II scud you some that Galleyge tells 
me he has picked up, along-shore here, as soon as I -get 
aboard. The fellow has been robbing all the hen-roosls in 
Devonshire, by bis own account of the matter." 

Sir Gervaise waved his band, Parker smiled and bowed 
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'lis (hanks, and the two parted with feelings of perfect kind 
ness, notwithstanding the little skirmish with which the 

interview hud commenced. 

" Mr. Williamson,'' said Captain Parker to his first lieu- 
tenant, on q-.iit'.in:; the !^:ui::w;-y, " voli hear what the com- 
mander-in-chief says ; and he must be obeyed. I don't 
think the Carnatie would have sheered out of the line, even 
if she is a little by the head ; but have the empty casks 
tilled, and brins her down ^i m inches more by the stern." 

"That's a good fellow, that old Parker," said Sir Got- 
vaise to his purser, whom he was carry in:? off good-naturedly 
to the ship, lest he might lose his passage ; " and I wonder 
how he let his ship act her nose under water, in that fashion. 
I like to have him for a second astern ; for I feel sure he'd 
follow if I stood into Cherbourg, bows on I Yes ; a good 
fellow is Parker ; and, Locker," — to his own man, who was 
also in the boat ;—" mind you send him too of the best 
pieces of that brawn — hey !— hey ! — hey I — what the d — 1 
has Lord Moronic" — a descendant from royalty, by the 
left-hand, — "been doing now! That ship is kept like a 
tailor's lay- figure, jusl to stuiX jackets and gim -cracks on 
her — Achilles, there I" 

A quarter. master ran to the edge of the poop, and then 
turning, he spoke to his captain, who was walking the deck, 
and informed him that (lie commander-in-chief hailed the 
ship. The Earl of Morganic, a young man of four-and- 
twenty, who had succeeded to the title a lew years before by 
the dea'h of iin elder LroAer,— ihe usual process by which 
an old peer is brought into the British navy, the work being 
loo discouraging lor those who have fortune before (heir 
eyes from the start, — now advanced to the quarter of the 
ship, bowed with respec'.fu' ease, and spoke with a self-pos- 
session that not one of the old commanders of the fleet would 
have dared to use. n general, ihis nobleman's intercourse 
with his superiors in tiy.val rank, betrayed < he consciousness 
of his own superiority in civil rank ; bul, Sir Gervaise being 
of an old family, and mute as rich as he was himself, the 
vice-admiral commanded more of his homage than was cus- 
tomary. His ship was full of " nobs," as they term it in 
the British navy, or the sons and relatives of nobles ; and 
it was by no means an uncommon thing for her messes to 
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have their jokes at the expense of even (lag-officers, who 
were believed to he a little ignorant of the peculiar sensibili- 
ties that are rightly enough imagined to characterize social 
station. 

" Good -morning, Sir Gervaisc," called out this nobln 
captain,' "I'm glad to see you looking so well, alter our 
long cruise in the Bay; 1 in: ended to have the honour tc 
inquire after your health in person, this morning, but they 
told me you slept out ol' your ship. We shall have to hold 
a court on you, sir, if you fall much into that habit !" 

All within hearing smiled, even to the rough old tars, 
who were astraddle of the yards ; and even Sir Gervaise's 
lip curled a little, though he was not exactly in a joking 
humour. 

." Come, come, inorganic, do you let my habits, alone, and 
lock out for your own ibre-top-mast. Why, in the name 
of seamanship, is that s;>ar stayed forward in such a ihshion, 
looking like a xebec's foremast 1" 

" Do you dislike it, Sir Gervaise? — Now to our fancies 
aboard here, it gives the Achillea a knowing look, and we 
hope to set a fashion. By carrying the head-sails well for- 
ward, wc help the ship round in a sea. you know, sir." 

" Indeed, I know uo .such thing, tnv lord. What you gain 
after being taken aback, you lose in coming to the wind. 
if I had a pair of scales suitable to such a purpose, I would 
nave all that hamper you have stayed away yonder over 
jour bows, on the end of such u long lever, weighed, in 
order that you might learn what a beautiful contrivance 
you've invented, among you, So make it ship pitch in a head 

sea. Why, d e, if I think you'd lie-to, at all, with so 

much stuff aloft to knock you off to leeward. Come up, 
everything, forward; come tip everything, my lord, and 
bring the mast as near perpendicular as possible. It's a 
hard matter, I find, to make one of your new-fashioned 
captains keep tbingj : ;i their places." 

" Well, now, Kir Gervaisc, I think tin: Achilles makes as 
good an appearance as most of the other ships; and as lo 
travelling or working, I do not know that, she is either dull 
or clumsy!" 

" She s pretty well, Moi'iiuiiic, considering how many 
Bond-street ideas you have not among you; but she 'II never 
2C 
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do in a dead sea, with that fore-top-mast threatening yom 
knight-heads. So got the- must up-and-down, again, as soon 
as convenient, and come ami dine with rnc, without further 
invitation, the first fine day we have al sea. I 'm going tg 
send Parker some brawn; but, I'll feed you on some of 
Gal ley go'* turtle-soup, made on:, of pig's heads." 

" Thank 'ee, Sir Gcrvaisc ; we '11 endeavour to straighten 
the stick, since you w-Ul have it so ; though, 1 confess 1 get 
tired of seeing everything to-driv, just as we had it yesfer- 

" Yes— yes— 1 lint 's the way with most of them St. James 
cruisers," continued the vice-admiral, as lie rowed away. 
" They want a fashionable tailor to rig a man-of-war, as 
they are rigged themselves. There's my old friend and 1 
neighbour, Lord Scuppeifoo— he 's taken o fancy to yacht- 
ing, lately, and when his new briir, was put into the water, 
Lady Scuppcrton made him send for an upholsterer from 
town to fit out tlic cabin ; and when -He blackguard had sur- 
veyed the itnforl.it hate craft, us if it were a country box, 
what does he do but give an opinion, that ' this here edifice, 
my lord, in my judgment, should be furnished in cottage 
style,' — the vagabond I" 

This story, which was not particularly original, for Sir 
Gervaise himself had told it at tetist a dozen times' before, 
put the admiral ivi a good humour, and he found iio morn 
fault with his captains, until he readied the Plantagenet. 

" Daly," said the l.^irl of Mor;va eic to his iirst lieutenant, 
an experienced old Irishman of fifty, who still sung a good- 
song and told a {rood story, and what was a little extraordi- 
nary for either of these accomplishment, know how to take' 
good care of a ship; — " Daly- I suppose we must humour 
the old gentleman, or he : ll he r/uuranliii:i>g me, and- that l 
shouldn't particularly like on the eve of a general action ; 
so we 'II ease olf forward, and sot up the strings aft, again. 
Hang me iff think lie could find it out if we didn't, so long 
as we kept dead in his wake !" 

"That wouldn't be n very sale desa.it for Sir .Tarvy, my' 
lord, for he 's a wonderful eye !'or a roj>e ! Were it Admiral 
Blue, now, I 'd engage to cruise in his company for a week, 
with my mizzen-mast stowed in the hold, and there should 
be no bother about the novelty, at all ; quite likely he '3 bt! 
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hailing us, and ask ' what brig 's that V But none of these 
tricks will answer will) 1.'oSh'":-i-, who misses I he whipping off 
the end of a gasket, as soon as any first luff of us all. And 
so I'll just go about the business in earnest; get the car- 
penter up with his plumb-bob, and set everything as 'Straight 
up-and-down as the back of a grenadier;" 

Lord Morgan:;: laughed, as was usual with him when Ins 
lieutenant saw lil to be humorous ; a.nd then his caprice in 
changing the staying of his masts, as well as the orde: 
which co i.; life mi an fled it. was forgotten. 

The arrival of Sir Gervaise on board his own ship was 
always an event in the fleet, even though his absence had 
lasted no longer than- twenty-four hours. The effect wag 
like that which is produced on a team of high-mettled cattle, 
when they- feel that the reins are in the hands of an expert 
eneed and spirited coachman. 

"Good-morning, Greenly, good-morning to you all, gen- 
tlemen," said the vice-admiral, bowing to the quarter-deck 
in gross, in return for the ' present-arms,' and rattling of 
drums, and lowering of hats thai greeted his arrival ; "a 
fine day, and it is likely we shall have a fresh breeze. 
Captain Greenly, your sprit-sail-ya.nl wants squaring by 
Hie lifts; and, Banting, make the Thunderer's signal to get 
her fore-yard in its place, as soon as possible. She 's had 
it down long enough to make a new one, instead of merely 
fishing it. Are your boats all aboard, Greenly?"' 

" All but your own barge, Sir Uervaise, and that is hooked 

" In with it, sir ; then trip, and we 'II be off.' Monsieur 
de Vervillin has got some inisehicf in his head, gentlemen^ 
and we must go and fake il out of him." 

These orders were prornptlv obeyed ; but, as the manner 
in which the Plantagcttet passed old: of the fleet, and led the 
Other ships to sea, has been already related, if. is unnecessary 
tn repeat it. There was the usual hustle, the customary 
orderly confusion, the winding of calls, the croaking o e 
blocks, and the swinging of yards, ere the vessels were in 
motion. As the breeze freshened, sail was reduced, as 
already related, until, by the time the leading ship was ten 
leagues at sea, all were under short canvass, and the ap- 
pearance of a windy,- if not n dirty night, had set in. Of 
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course, all means of coininnnioafini] between the Plantagenet 
and Ihe vessels still at anchor, had ceased, except by send, 
tng signals dawn the line; but, to those Sir Gcrvaise had 
no recourse, since he was satisfied hiliiewaier understood his 
[ilans, and he then entertained no manner of doubt of his 
friend's willingness to aid them. 

Little heed was taken of anything astern, by those on 
board the Plantagenet. Every one saw, it is true, that ship 
followed ship in due succession, as long as the movements 
of those in-shorc could be perceived at ail ; but the great 
interest centred on the horizon lo [ho southward and east- 
ward. In that quarter of the channel the French were ex- 
pected to appear, lor the cause of this .sudden departure was 
a secret from no one in the fleet. A dozen of the best look- 
outs in the ship were kepi aloft (ho whole afternoon, and 
Captain Greenly, himself, sat in the for ward -cross -trees, 
with a glass, for more than an hour, just as the sun was 
setlitiii, in order lo sweep [he horizon. Two or three sail 
were made, it is true, but they all proved to be English 
coasters; Guernsey or Jersey men. slanding for ports in the 
west of England, most probably laden with prohibited arti- 
cles from the country ol i.be enemy. Whatever may be the 
dislike oC an Englishman for a Frenchman, he has no dis- 
like lo the labour of his hands ; and there probably has not 
been a period since civilization has introduced the art of 
smuggling among its other arts, when French brandies, and 
laces, and silks, were not exchanged against English to- 
bacco and guineas, and that in a contraband way, let it be 
in peace or let it be in war. One of the characteristics of 
Sir Gervaise Oakes was lo despise all petty means of annoy- 
ance ; usually he disdained even to turn aside to chase a 
smuggler. Fishermen he never molested at all; and, on 
the whole, he carried on a marine warfare, a century since, 
in a way that some of his successors might have imitated to 
advantage in our own times. Like that high-spirited Irish- 
man, Caldwell,* who conducted a bioekialc in the Chesa- 
peake, at the commencement of ihe revolution, with so much 
liberality, that his enemies a.einally sent him a n invitation to 

"The writer believer; this noMe-mimied sailor to have been the lata 
Admiral Sir Benjamin Caldwell. It is scarcely necessary to say thai 
die invitation could not be accepted, though quite 6ufir.ii.isly ;;lv. ■"• 
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a public dinner, Sir Gervaiso knew how !o distinguish be- 
tween the combatant and the non-combatant, and heartilv 
disdained all the money-making pai'ts of his profession, 
though large sums had fallen into his hands, in this way, 
as pure God-sends, No notice was taken, therefore, of 
anything that had not a warlike look ; the noble old ship 
standing steadily on towards the French coast, as the mas- 
tiff passes the cur, on his way to encounter another animal, 
of a mould and courage more worthy of his powers. 

"Make nothing of 'em, hey! Greenly," said Sir Ger- 
vaise, as the captain came down from his perch, in conse- 
quence of the gathering obscurity of evening, followed by 
hali-a-dozen lieutenants and midshipmen, who had been 
aloft as volunteers. " Well, we know they cannot yet be 
to the westward of us, and by standing on shall be certain 
of heading them oil", before (his time six months. How beau- 
tifully all the ships behave, following each other as accu- 
rately as if Bluewater himself were aboard each vessel to 

" Yes, sir, they do keep tiiu line uncommonly well, con- 
sidering that the tides run in streaks in the channel. I do 
think if we were to drop a hammock overboard, that the 
Carnatic would pick it up, although she must be quite foul 
leagues astern of us." 

" Let old Parker alone for that ! I '11 warrant you, he is 
never out of the way. Were it Lord Morganic, now, in the 
Achilles, I should expect him to be away off here on our 
weather-quarter, just to show us how Ids ship can eat us out 
of the wind when he tries; or away down yonder, under 
our lee, that we might understand how she falls off", when 
he don't try." 

" My lord is a gallant oQ'ieoi-, and no bad seaman, for his 
years, notwithstanding, Sir Gervaise," observed Greenly, 
who generally took the part of the absent, whenever his 
superior felt disposed to berate them. 

" I deny neither, Greenly, most particularly the first. I 
know very well, were I to signal Morgamc to run into Brest, 
he'd do it,- but whether he would go in, ring- tail-boom or 
jib-boom first, I couldn't tell till I saw it. Now you are a 
youngish man w.irsel:', Greenly — " 
26* 
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" Eveey dav of eight-and-thirtv, Sir Gervaise, and a fi;» 
months to spare; and 1 can; not if the ladies know it." 

" Poll ! — They like us old fellows, half the time, as weft 
as they do the boys. But you are of an age not to feel 
time in your bones, and can see the lolly of some of our. 
old-fashioned notions;, perhaps ; though yon are not quite as 
likely to understand the louies-ies ihal have come in, in your 
own day. Nothing is more absurd than to be experiment- 
ing on the settled principle-?; of ships. They are machines, 
Greenly, and have their laws, just the same as the planets 
in the heavens. The idea comes from a fish, — head, run, 
and helm ; and all we have to do is to study the fishes in 
order to get the sort of era It we want. If there is occasion 
for bulk, lake tho whale, and you gel a round bottom, full 
fore-body, and a clean run. When you want speed, models 
are plenty — take the dolphin, for instance, — and there you 
find an entrance, like a wediie, a lean fore-body, and a run 
as clean as this ship's docks. But some of our young cap- 
tains would spoil a dolphin's sailing, ii' they could breathe 
under water, so as to get at the poor devils. Look at their 
fancies! The First Lord slitili give one of his- cousins a fri- 
gate, now, thai is moulded ati.cr nature irself, as one might 
say; with a bottom that would put a trout to shame. Well, 
one of the first things the lad does, when he gets on board 
her, is to lengthen his gall, perhaps, put a cloth or two in 
his mizzen, and call it a spanker, settle away the peak (ill 
it sticks out over his tatt'rail like a sign-post, and then away 
lie goes upon a wind, with his helm hard-up, bragging what 
a weatlierly craft he has, and how hard it is to make her 
even look to leeward." 

" I have known such sailors. 1 must confess, Sir Gervaise, 
but time cures ihern of that folly." 

" That is to he hoped ; ibr what wotdd a man think of a 
fish to which nature had fitted a tad af [wart-ships, and which 
was obliged to carry a fin, like a lcc-bo;it'd, under its Ice- 
jaw, to pre: vent ihlliitg off dead lie-lore the wind !" 

Here Sir Gervn:'s"e laughed hearilly at the picture of the 
awkward creature to which his own imagination had given 
birth; Greenly joining in the merriment, partly from the 
oddity of the conceit, and partly from the docility with which 
a commander-in-chief's jokes are usually received. T!ie 
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■feeling of momentary indignation which hud aroused Sir 
Gervaise to such an expression of his disgust at modern, in- 
novations, was appeased by this little success ; and, inviting 
his captain to sup with him,— a substitute- for a dinner, — he 
led the way below in high good-humour, Galleygo having 
just announced that, the table was ready. 

The convives on this occasion wort; merely the admiral 
himself, Greenly, and Atwood. The fare was substantial, 
rather than scientific : but the service was rich ; Sir Ger- 
vaise uniformly easing off of plate. In addition to Galleygo, 
no less than five domestics attended to the wants of the 
parly. As a ship of the Hlanl.agenet.'s size was reasonably 
steady at all times, a gale of wind excepted, when the lamps 
and candles were lighted, and the group was arranged, aided 
by the. admixture of rich furniture with frowning artillery 
and the other appliances of war, the great, cabin of the Plan- 
tageuet was not without a certain air of rude magnificence. 
Sir Gervaise kepi no less than three servants in livery, as 
a part of his personal establishment, tolerating Galleygo, 
and one or two more of the same stomp, as a homage due 
to Neptune. 

The situation not being novel to either of the party, and 
the day's work having been severe, the first twenty minutes 
were pretty studiously devoted to the duty of "restoration," 
as it is termed by the great masters of the science of the 
table. By the end of that time, however, the glass began lo 
circulate, though moderately, and with it tongues to loosen. 

"Your health, Captain t.li'ceniy — Atwood, I remember 
you," said the vice-admiral, nodding his head familiarly to 
his two guests, on the eve of tossing oil" a glass of sherry. 
" These Spanish wines go directly to the heart, and I only 
wonder why a people who can make them, don't make better 

"In the days of Columbus, the Spaniards had something 
to boast of in that way, too. Sir Gervaise," Atwood re- 
marked. 

" Ay, but that was a long time ago, and they have got 
bravely over it. I account tor the deficiencies of both the 
French and Spanish marines something in this way, Greenly 
Columbus, and the discovery of America, brought ships and 
sailors into fashion. But a ship withcul an officer fit to 
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command her, is like a body without a soul. Fashion, how 
ever, brought your young nobles into their services, and 
men were given vesse's Leftist; their fathers were dukea 
and counts, and not because they knew anything about 

" is our own service entirely IVee !Vom this sort of favour- 
ilism '!" quietly demanded "he captain. 

"Far from it, Greenly; else would not Morganie been 
made a captain at twenty, and old Parker, for instance, one 
only at fifty. But, somehow, our classes slide into each 
other, in a way that neutralizes, in a great degree, the eflect 
of birth. Is it not so, Atwood I" 

" Some of our classes, -Sir Gcrvalse, manage to slide into 
all the best places, if the truth mast be said." 

" Well, that is pre'ty bold for a Scotchman !" rejoined the 
vice-admiral, good-humouredly. " Ever since the accession 
of the house of Stuart, we've built n bridge across the Tweed 
that lets people pass in only-one direction. I make no 
doubt this Pretender's son will bring down half Scotland at 
his heels, to fill all the berths they may fancy suitable to 
their merits. It's an easy way of paying bounty — pro- 
mises." 

"This affair in the north, they tell me, seems a little 
serious," said Greenly. " I believe this is Mr. Al wood's 
opinion 1" 

" You'll find it serious enough, if Sir Gervaise's notion 
about the bounty be true," answered the immovable secre- 
tary. " Scotia is a small country, but it's well filled with 
' braw sperils,' if there : s an opening ibr them to prove it." 

" Well, well, this war beHvceti England and Scotland Js 
out of place, while we have the French and Spaniards on 
our hands. Most extraordinary scenes have we had ashore 
yonder, Greenly, with an old Devonshire baronet, who 
slipped and is off for the other world, while we were in his 
house." 

" Magrath has told me something of it, sir ; and he tells 
me the jill-vs nvU-us — ha.nij me if I can make out his gib- 
hei'i.sh, ike minutes after i! was to'd to me." 

" Filing milium, you mean ; nobody's baby — the son ol 
nobody — have vou lorgo'.ten vour Latin, man?" 

"Faith, Sir Gervaisc, I never hod any to forget. My 
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fatftoi was a captain of a man-of-war before me, and ha 
kept me afloat from tho lime I was five, down to the day of 
his death j Latin was no pari o:' my spoon-meat." 

" Ay — ay— my good follow, I know your father, and was 
in the third ship from him, in the action in which he fell," 
returned the vice-admiral, kindly. " Bluewater was just 
ahead of him, and wo all loved him, as we did an elder 
brother. You were not. promoted, then." 

" No, sir, I was only a midshipman, and didn't happen 
lo be in his own ship that da.y," answered Greenly, sensfbly 
touched with this Inbu'.o lo his parents merit ; " but I was 
old enough to remember how nobly you all behaved on the 
occasion. Well," — silly brushing his eye wilh his hand, — 
"Latin may do a school master anod, but it is of little use 
on board ship. I never bad but one scholar among all my 
cronies and intimates." 

"And who was he, Greenly? Yoif shouldn't despise 
knowledge, because you don't understand it. I dare say 
your intimate was none the worse for a little Latin — enough 
to .go through mtllux, nulla, nullum, for instance. Who was 
this intimate, Greenly?" 

"John Bluewater — handsome .lack, as ho was called; the 
younger brother of the admiral. They sent him to sea, to 
keep him oat of harm's way in some love affair; and you 
may remember that while ho wa.s with the admiral, or Cap- 
in hi l;liiev,'a.lr:i', as he was •hen, 1 was one of the I ion tenuis. 
Although poor Jack was a soldier and in the guards, and he 
was four or five years my senior, he took a fancy to me, 
and we became intimate. He understood Latin, better than 
ho did his own interests." 

" In what did he fail '.'— -llluewafer was never very com- 
mimical! ve to me about that brother." 

" There was a private marriage, and cross guardians, and 
the usual difficulties. In the midst of it all, poor John fell 
In battle, as you know, and his widow followed him to Iho 
grave, within a month or two. T was a sad story all 
round, and I try to think of if. as li't.le as possible." 

"A private marriage!" repealed Sir Gcrvaise, slowly. 
" Are you quite sure of that ? I don't think Bluewater is 
aware of that circumstance ; at least, I never heard litm 
ttllude to it. Cculd there have been any issue V 
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" No one can know ii better than myself, as I helped to 
gc! the lady oil', and was present ;it ihe ceremony. That 
much t know. Of issue, I should think there was none; 
though the colonel lived a year after the marriage. How 
far the admiral is familiar with all these circumstances I 
cannot say, as one would not like to introduce the particu- 
lars of a private marriage of a deceased brother, to his com- 
manding ifiicer." 

" I am glad there was no issue, C reenly — particular cir- 
cumstances make me glad of that. But we will change the 
discourse, as these- iionily oisns;ers make one melancholy; 
and a melancholy dinner is like ingratitude to Him who 
bestows it." 

The conversation now grow <roncrai, our! in due season, 
in. common with the feast, it ended. After sitting the usual 
time, the guests retired. Sir Gervaise then went on deck 
and paced the poop for an hour, looking anxiously ahead, in. 
quest of the French signals ; and, (ailing of discovering them, 
he was fain to seek his berth out of sheer fatigue. Before he 
did this, however, the uetrossarv orders wore given ; and that 
to call him, should any thin;; out of the common track occur, 
o less than four times. 



CHAPTEK XXT. 

' Roll on, thou dpep and ckrk-Mue ocean — roll ! 
Ten Ihoiisnrnl :]M;fs kwcuj. over tlioe in vain ; 
Man marks Kuj c;n1.h ivilh ruin— his control 
Stops with the shore ;— upon the wat'ry plain 
The wrecks arc all thy deed." 

Childe Harold. 

It was. broad day-light, when Sir t.lcrvaise Oakes next 
appeared on deck. As the scene then offered to his view, as 
weilas the impression it made on his mind, will sufficiently 
explain to the reader the state of affairs, some six hours later 
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ihan the time last included in our account, wo refer him to 
(hose for his own impressions. The wind now blew a real 
gak>, though the season of tin; year rendered it less unplea- 
Kant to the feelings l.hiiii in us-iai with wintry tempests. The 
air was even bland, and sli'l charged with the moisture of 
the ocean ; though it eame sweeping athwart sheets of foam, 
with a fury, at moments, whicti threatened to carry the 
entire summits of waves miles from their beds, in spray. 
Even the aquatic birds seemed to lie tern lied, in the instants 
of the greatest power of the winds, actually wheeling sud- 
denly on their wings, and plunging inio the element. beneath 
to seek .protection lh.ni the maddened efforts of thatto whiejl 
they more prpperly belonged. . 

Still, Sir Gervaise.s-aw that, his ships bore up nobly 
against the fierce stnt.e. Kaon vessel sis owed the same can- 
vass; viz, — a rceied lore-sail; a small triangular- piece :of 
strong, heavy cioih, fitted between the end of : t[i6 bowsprit 
and the head of the fore-top- roast ; n similar sail over, the 
quarter-deck, between the mizzen and main masts, and a 
close-reefed main -top-sail. Several times that morning, 
Captain Greenly had though! he should he compelled to sub- 
stitute a lower surface to the wind than that of the sail last 
mentioned. As it was an imporla.'it auxiliary, however, in 
steadying the shin, and in beeping her under the command 
of her helm, on each occasion the order had been delayed, 
until he now began to question whether the canvass could 
be reduced, without too great a risk to the men whom it 
would be necessary to send aloft. He had decided to let it 
stand or blow away, as fortune might decide. Similar rea- 
soning left nearly ail the other vessels under precisely the 
same canvass. 

The ships of the vice-admiral's division had closed in tha 
night, agreeably to an order given be (bra quitting the an- 
chorage, which had directed them to come within the usual 
sailing distance, in the event of the weather's menacing a 
separation. This command had been obeyed bv the shins 
astern carrying sail hard, long alier the leading vessels had 
been eased by reducing their canvass. The order of sailing 
was the Plantageuet in the van- and the Carnatic, Achilles, 
Thunderer, Blenheim, and Warspile's following, in the order 
'named; some changes having been made in the night, in 
20 
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order to bring the ships of the division Into their fighting- 
stations, in a lino ahead, the vice-admiral leading. The 
superiority of the Pbntagenet was a little apparent, notwith- 
standing; the Oa malic alone, and that only by means of thfi 
most careful watching, being able to keep literally in the 
commander-in-chief's wake ; all the other vessels gradually 
but almost hnpereori-ibiy seeing to leeward of it. These 
several eircums ranees struck Sir Gervaisc, the moment his 
foot touched the poop, where he found Greenly keeping an 
anxious look-out on the sf;de of the weather and the condi- 
tion of Ins own ship ; leaning at the same time, against the 
spanker- boom lo steady himself in the gusts of the gale. 
The vice-admiral braced his own well-knit and compact 
frame, by spreading his leys, and then he turned his hand- 
some but weather-beaten litee towards the line, scanning 
each ship in succession, its she lay over to the wind, and 
came wallowing on, shoving aside vast mounds of water 
with her bows, her masts deseribing short arcs in the air, 
and her hull rolling to windward, and then lurching, as if 
tiering her way through the ocean. Galleygo, lvho never 
regarded himself as a steward in a gale of wind, was the 
only other person on the poop, whither he went at pleasure 
by a sort of imprescriptible right. 

" Well done, old Plainer " n cried Sir (J or raise, heartily, 
as soon ns his eye iiad taken in the leading peculiarities of 
Iheview. "You see, Greenly, she has everybody but old 
Parker to leeward, and she would have him there, too, but 
he would carry every slick he has, out of the Carnatic, 
rather than not keep his berth. Look at Master Morganio ; 
he has his main course close-reeled on the Achilles, to luff 
into his station, and I '11 warrant you will get a good sis 
months' wear out of that ship in this one gale; loosening 
her knees, and jerking her spars like so runny whip-handles; 
and all for love of the new fashion of rigging an English 
two-decker like an Aigcrine xebec ! Well, let him tug his 
way up to windward. Bond-street fashion, if he likes the fun. 
What has become of the Chloe, Greenly V 

" Here she is, sir, rjnite a league on our lee-bow, looking 
iiul, necordieg to orders." 

" Ay, that is her work, and she 'II do it effectually.— Bui 
I don't-see the Driver !" 



Hosiec by Google 



"She's dead ahead, sir," answered Greenly, smiling; 
«her orders being rather more difficult of execution. Her 
station v. ouid be off yonder to Windward, half a league ahead 
of us; but it's no easy mailer to gut info that position, Sir 
Gervaise, when (ho I'lantagcuet is really in earnest." 

Sir Gervaise laughed, and rubbed his hands, and then he 
(nrned to look for the Active, the only other vessel of his 
division. This little cutter was dancing over the seas, half 
the timo under water, noiwiLhsiatiuitfii, under the head of 
her mainsail, broad off, on the admiral's wea t her- beam ; 
finding no difficulty in maintaining her station there, in the 
absence of all top- ham per, and favoured by the lowness of 
her hull. After this he glanced upward at the sails and 
spars of the Plantagonet, which he .studied closely. 

" No signs of de Vereiltiu, hoy. Greenly !" the admiral 
asked, when his survey of the whole fleet., had ended. " I 
was in hopes we might see something of A™, when the light 
returned this morning." 

" Perhaps it is quite as well as it is, Sir Gervaise," re- 
turned the captain. " We could do little besides look at 
each other, in ibis gale, and then Admiral B-newnter ought 
to join before 1 should like even to do thai." 

" Think you .so, Master Greenly 1— There you are mis- 
taken, then ; for I 'd lie by him, were I alone in this ship, 
that I might know where lie was to be found as soon as the 
weather would permit us 1.0 having something to say to him." 

These words were scarcely uttered, when the look-out in 
(he forward cross-trees, shouted at the top of his voice, 
'■sail-ho!" At the next instant the Ohloe fired a gun, the 
report of which was just heard amid the roaring of ihc gale, 
though the smoke was distinctly seen floating above the 
misis el' thn it-can ; and siie set a signal at her naked miizen- 
top-gallant-mast-head. 

"Run below, young gentleman,'' said the vice -admiral, 
aclvaneuig to the break of the poop and speaking to a mid. 
fihi.pfi-jfrn mi die quarter-deck ; " and desire Mr. limiting (o 
make his appearance. The i.'Moe signals us — tell him net 
to look for his knee- buckles." 

A century since, the last injunction, though sttll so much 
in use on ship-board, was far more literal than it is to-day, 
nearly all classes of men possessing the articles in question, 
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(hough not invariably wearing them when at sea. The 
rriJcKJi'.Tjninii dove below, however, as soon as the words 
were out of his superior's mouth ; and, in a very few mi- 
nutes, Bunting appeared, having actually stopped on the 
main-deck ladder to assume his coat, lest he might too un- 
ceremoniously invade the sacred precincts of the quarter- 
ileck, in his shirt-sleeves. 

"There it is, Bunting," said Sir Gervaise, handing lha 
lieutenant the glass : " two hundred and twenty-seven — ' a 
large sail ahead,' if! remember right." 

" No, Sir Gcrvnise, ' sidls ahead ;' the number of them 
to follow. Hoist the answering Hug, quarter- master." 

" So much the better ! So much the better, Bunting ! 
The number to follow 1— Well, we '11 follow the Dumber, 
let it be greater or smaller. Come, sirrah, bear a hand up 
with your answering flag." . 

The usual signal that the mossaiK: win understood was 
now run up between the masts, and instantly hauled down 
again, tin: lings seen in the Chloc descending at the same 
moment, 

" Now for the number of the sails, ahead," said Sir Ger- 
vaise, as he, Greenly, and iiuiiling, each levelled a glass at 
the frigate, on hoard which the next signal was momentarily 
expected. " Eleven, by George 1" 

" No, Sir Gervnise," exclaimed Greenly, i: I know better 
than that. Red above, and blue beneath, with the distin- 
guishing pennant beneath, make fourteen, in our books, 

" Well, sir, if they are forty, we '11 go nearer and see of 
what sort of stuff they are made. Show your answering 
Hag, limiting, that we may know what else the Cilice has to 
teil us." 

This was done, the frigate hauling down her signals in 
has!e, and showing a new set as soon a.s possible. 

" What now, Bunting ? — what now, Greenly?" demanded 
Sir Gervaise, a sea having struck the side of the ship and 
thrown so much spray into his (ace as to reduce bim to the 
necessitj of using his pockoi-b:iudkei'cliier, al the very mo. 
ment he was anxious to be looking through his glass. 
'What do you make of that, gentlemen V 
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'■ 1 make out the number to be 3S2," answered Greenly 
" but what it meaos, I know not." 

" ' Strange sails, enemies,' " read Bunting from the book 
" Show the answer, qunricr- master." 

" We hardly wmJmI a signed fur that, Greenly, since 
there can be no friendly force, hereaway ; and fourteen sail, 
on this coast, always means mischief. What says the Chloe 
next V 

"'Strange sails on the; larboard tack, heading as fol- 
lows.* " 

"By George, crossing our course! — We shall soon see 
them from deck. Do the -hips astern notice the signals?" 

"Everyone of them, Sir Gen-use," answered the cap- 
tain; "the Thunderer has just lowered lie r answering flag, 
and the Active is repeating. I have never seen quarter- 

" So much the better — so much the better — down he 
comes ; stand by for another." 

After the necessary pause, the signal to denote the point 
of the compass was shown from the Chloe. 

'.' Heading how, Buniidg?" ih;; vice-admiral eagerly in- 
quired. " Heading how, sir?" 

"North-west-and-by-norlb," or as Bunting pronounced it, 
" nor-west-and-by-noatbe, I believe sir, — no, I am mistaken, 
Sir Gervaise ; it is nor-nor-west." 

"Jammed up like ourselves, hard on a wind ! This gait 
comes directly in from the broad Atlantic, and one party is 
crossing over to the north and the other to the south shore. 
We must meet, unless one of us run away — hey 1 Greenly?" 

"True enough, Sir Gervaise; though fourteen sail is 
rather an awkward odis for .seven." 

"You forget the Driver and Active, sir; we've nine;- 
nine hearty, substantial lb-dish cruisers." 

" To wit : six ships of liie line, one frigate, a sloop, and a 
cutter" laying heavy emphasis on the two last classes of 
vessels, 

" What does the Chloe say now, Bunting ? That we 're 
enough for the French, abhounii 'hoy are two to one?" 

" Not exactly that, I believe", Sir Gervaise. ' Five more 
sail, ahead.' They increase fast, sir." 

"Ay, at that rate, they may indeed grow too strong foi 
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us," answered Sir C-k:rvaise. with more coolness of manner; 
" nineteen to nine are rather heavy odds. I wish we had 
Biuewatcr here?" 

" That is what. I was about to suggest, Sir Gervaise," ob. 
served the captain. " If we had the other division, as soma 
of lite Frenchmen arc probably frigates and corvettes, we 
might do belter. Admiral rih.iewa.ter cannot be far from us ; 
somewhere down hr.rc, towards north-east— or nor-nor-east. 
By waring round, I think we should make his division in 
the course of a eonple of hours." 

" What, and leave to Monsieur dr.: Vervilfin the advantage 
of swearing he frightened lis away ! No — no— Greenly ; 
we will first pass him fairly and esar.fj.dy, and that, loo, 
within reach of shot ; and [hen it will he time enough to go 
round and look afterour friends." 

" Will not that be putting the French exactly between our 
two divisions, Sir Gervaise, arid give him the advantage of 
dividing our force. If he stand far, on a nor-nor-west 
course, I think he will infallibly get between us and Admiral 
Blue water." 

"And what will he gain by that, Greenly ?—What,.ac- 
cording to your notions of matters and things, will be the 
great advantage oi' having an English fleet on each side of 

" Not much, certainly, Sir Gervaise,"' answered Greenly, 
laughing; " if those fleets were at ail equal to his own. But 
as they will be mueli inferior to him, the Cornte may manage 
to close with one division, while the other is so far off as to 
be unahle to assist ; and one hour of a hot fire may dispose 
el' the victory." 

" All this Is apparent enough, Greenly, and yet I could 
hardly brook letting 'lie enemy go scatheless. So long as 
it blows as it does now, there will not be much fighting; 
and there can he no harm in taking a near look at Mr. de 
Vervillin. In half an hour, or an hour at most, we must 
get a sight of him from oil' deck, even with this slow head- 
way of the two fleets. Let them heave the log, and ascer- 
tain how fast we go, sir." 

" Should wc engage the French in such weather, Sir Ger- 
vaise," answered Greenly, after giving the order just men- 
tioned ; " it would be giving them the very advantage they 
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like. They usually fire at ihe spars, and one shot would 
do more mischief, with such a strain on the masts, than 
half-a-dozen in a moderate blow." 

" That will do, Greenly — that will do," said the vice-ad- 
miral, impatiently; "if I didn't so well know you, and 
hadn't seen you so ofien engaged, 1 should think you were 
afraid of these nineteen sail. You have lectured long enough 
to render me prudent, and we'll say no more." 

Here Sir Geryaise turned on his find, and began to pace 
the poop, for lie was slightly vexed, though not angered. 
Such little dialogues often occurred between him and his 
captain, the latter knowing that his commander's greatest 

Erofessional failing was excess of daring, while he ielt that 
is own reputation was too well established to be afraid to 
inculcate prudence. Next to the honour of the flag, and 
his own perhaps, Greenly felt the greatest interest in that 
of Sir Gervaise Oakes, under whom he had served as mid- 
shipman, lieutenant, and captain ; and this his superior 
knew, a circumstance that would have excused far greater 
liberties. After moving swiftly to and fro several times, the 
vice-admiral began to cool, and then he forgot this passing 
ebullition of quick feelings. Greenly, on the other hand, 
satisfied that the just maid of the commander-in-chief would 
not fail to appreciate facis that had been so plainly presented 
to it, was content to change the subject. They conversed 
together, in a most friendly manner, Sir Gervaise being even 
unusually frank and eommunioaa've, in order to prove he 
was not displeased, (he matter in discussion being the state 
of the ship and the siluaiion el' the crew. 

"You are always ready lor battle, Greenly," the vice- 
admiral said, smilingly, in conclusion; "when there is a 
necessity; and always just as ready to point out the inex- 
pediency of engaging, where you faney nothing is to be 
gained by it. You would cot have me run away from a 
shadow, however; or a signal ; and that is much the same 
thing: so we will stand on, until we make the Frenchmen 
fairly from olT-dcck, when it will be time enough to deter- 
mine what shall come next." 

" Sail-ho !" shouted one of the look-outs from alott, a cry 
(hat immediately drew all eyes towards the mizzen-ton- 
mast- cross -trees, whence the sound proceeded. 
27* 
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The wind blew loo fresh to render eon versa lion, even by 
means of a trumpet, easy, and the man was ordered down 
to give an account of what ho had won. Of course he first 
touched the poop-deck, where lie was met by the admiral 
and captain, the oilicer of the wa'ch, to whom lie properly 
belonged, giving him up to lliu examination of las two supe- 
riors, without a grimace, 

" Where-away is the sail you 've seen, sir?" demanded 
Sir Gervaise a little sharply, for he suspected it was no 
more than one of the ships ahead, already signalled, "Down 
yonder to the soi.Hhwnrd and eastward— iiey ! sirrah V 

"No, Sir Jarvy," answered the top-man, hitching Ida 
trowscrs with one hand, and smoothing the hair on his fore- 
head with the other ; " but out here, to the nor'ard and 
west'ard, on our weather- quarter. It's none o'them French 
chaps as is with the County o!' Pairvillian," — for so all the 
common men of the fleet believed their gallant enemy to be 
rightly named, — "but is a sipiare-ri^ed craft by herself, 
jammed up on a wind, pretty much like nil on ua." 

" That alters the matter, Greenly ! How do you know 
she is square-rigged, ray man?" 

"Why, Sir Jarvy, your honour, she's under her fore 
and ma in -law- sails, dose- reefed, with a bit of the mainsail 
set, as well as I can make it out, sir." 

"The devil she is! It must be some fellow in a great 
hurry, to carry that canvass in this blow ! Can it be possi- 
ble, Greenly, that the leading vessel of Blue water is heaving 

" I rather think not, Sir Gervaise ; it would be too far to 
windward for any of bin two-deckers. It may turn out to 
be a look-out ship of the Freneh, got ro:md on the other 
tack to keep her station, and carrying sail hard, because 
she dislikes our appearance." 

"In that case she must claw well to windward to escape 
us ! What's your name, ray lad — Torn Davis, if I'm not 
mistaken T" 

"No, Sir Jarvy, it's Jack Brown; which is mu-.h the 
same, your honour. We 's no Mays partie'lar about names." 

" Well, Jack, does it blow hard aloft '! So as To give vou 
liny trouble in holding on?" 

" Nothing to speak on, Sir Jarvy. A'ter cruising a wn —i 
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and spring in the Day of Biscay, I looks on this as no more 
nor a purl'. Half a hand will keep n. follow in his berth, 
aloft." 

"Galleygo — take Jack Brown below to my cabin, and 
give him a fresh nip in his jigger— he '1! hold on all the 
better for it." 

This was Sir Gervaise's mode of atoning for the. error 
in doing the man injustice, by supposm:; he was mistaken 
about the new sail, and Jack Brown went aloft devoted to 
the commander-in-chief. It costs the great and powerful so 
little to become popular, that one is so me times surprised to 
find that any are otherwise; but, when we remember (ha! 
it is also their duty to be just, abolishment ceases ; justice 
being precisely the quaijly Ui whiah a large portion of the 
human race arc most averse. 

Half an hour passed, and no further reports were reccive'd 
from alofi. (n a few minutes, however, the Warspite sig- 
nalled the admiral, to report the stranger on her weather- 
quarter, and, not long ail.er, the Active did ihe same. Still 
neither told his character ; and the course being substantially 
the same, the unknown ship approached but slowly, not- 
withstanding the unusual quantity of sail she- had set. At 
the end of the period mentioned, I be vessels in the south- 
eastern board began to be visible from the deck. The ocean 
was so while with foam, that it was net easy to distinguish 
a ship, under short canvass, at any great distance ; but, by 
the aid of glasses, both Kir Gervaiso and Greenly satisfied 
themselves that the number of the enemy at the southward 
amounted to just twenty ; one more having hove in sight, 
and been signalled by the Chloe, since lier first report 
Several of these vessels, however, were small; and, the 
vice-admiral, after a long and anxious survey, lowered hit- 
glass and turned to bis captain in order to compare opinions, 

"Well, Greenly/' lie asked, " what do you make of 
them, now? — According to my reckoning, thcte are thirteen 
of the line, two frigates, four corvettes, and a lugger ; or 
wenty sail in all." 

" There can be no doubt ofthe twenty sail, Sir Gervaise, 
though the vessels astern are still too distant to speak of 
their size. I rather think it will turn out fourteen of the 
line and only three frigates. 
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" That is rather too much for us, certainly, without Blue ■ 
water. His five ships, now, and this westerly position, 

would make a t'.lior-i'iti;; prospect for us. We mijflit .slick by 
Mr. de Vervillin until it moderated, arid then pay our re- 
spects to him. What do you say to that, Greenly?" 

"That it is of no great moment, .Sir Getvaise, so long as 
the other division is not with us. But yonder are signals 
flying on hoard the Active, flits Wars pi to, and the Blenheim." 

" Ay, they 've something to tell us of the chap astern and 
to windward. Come. B-mlhig, give us the news." 

'"Stranger in the northwest shows the Druid's num- 
ber;'" the signal-officer road mechanically from the hook. 

" The deuce he doe; ! Then Blucwater cannot be far oil'. 
Let Dick alone for keeping in his proper place; he has an 
instinct for a line of battle, and I never knew him fail to be 
in the very spot I could wish to have him, looking us much 
at home, as if his ships had all been built there 1 The 
Druid's rinmbnr ■ The Cxsar and [ho rest of them are in a 
line ahead, further north, beading up welt to windward even 
of our own wake. This puts the Comic fairly under our 

But Greenly was far from being of a temperament aa 
sanguine as that of the vice-admiral's. He did not like the 
circumstance of the Druid's being alone visible, and she, 
too, under what in so heavy a gale, uii^iit he deemed a press 
of canvass. There was no apparent reason for the divi- 
sion's carrying sail so hard, while the frigate would be 
obliged to do it, did she wish to overtake vessels like the 
Plantagenet and her consorts. He suggested, therefore, the 
probability that the ship was alone, and l.hat her object might 
be to speak them. 

"There is something in what yon say, Greenly," an- 
swered Sir Gervai.se, after a minute's reflection) "and we 
must look into it. If Denliam doesn't give us anything new 
from the Count to change our plans, it may be well to learn 
what the Druid is after." 

Denham was the commander of the Chloe, which ship, 
a neat s:\-and-lhirtv, was pitching into ihe heavy seas that 
now came rolling in heavily from the broad Atlantic, the 
water streaming from her hawse-holes, as she rose frort' 
each plunge, like the spouts of a whale. This vessel,' 
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has been stated, was l'uily a league ;l:;o.'h:1 arid to leeward of 
the Plantagenet, and consequently so much neater to the 
French, who »tic approaching li'om that precise quarter of 
the ocean, in a long single line, like that of the English ; a 
liltle relieved, however, by I in.' look-out resds, all of which, 
in their case, wore sailing along on the weather-beam of 
their friends. The disjunct: was still so great, as to render 
glasses necessary in getting ;uiy very accurate notions of the 
force and the point of .tailing of Monsieur de Vervillin's 
(leer, the ships astern being yet so remote us to require long 
practice to speak with any cerlaiuty of their characters. In 
nothing, notwithstanding, was the superior practical seaman. 
ship of the Engli-li more apparent, than in the manner w 
which these respeciivo linos were formed. That of Sir Ger- 
vaise Oakes was compact, each ship being as near as might 
be a cable's- length distant from her seconds ahead and 
astern. This was a point on which the vice-admiral prided 
himself; and by compelling ins captain; rigidly to respect 
their line of sailing, find by keeping the same ships and 
officers, as much as possible, under Ids orders, each captain 
of the fleet had got to know his own vessel's rate of speed 
and all the other qualities (hat were necessary to maintain 
her precise position. All the ships being w eat her ly, though 
some, in a slight degree, were more so than others, it was 
easy to keep the line in weather like the present, the wind 
not blowing sufficiently hard to render a lew cloths more or 
less of canvass of any very great moment. If there was 
a vessel sensibly out of her place, in (lie entire line, it was 
the Achilles ; Lord Morganie not liaviutf bad time to getall 
his forward spars as far aft as they should have been ; a 
circumstance that had knocked him off a little more than 
had happened to the other vessels. Nevertheless, had on 
air-line been drawn a! this moment, '.'rom the mizzen-top of 
(he Plantagenet to that of (lie V/arspite, it would have been 
found to pass through the spars of quite ha if the intermediate 
vessels, and no one of them all would have been a pistol-shot 
out of the way. As there were sis intervals between the 
vessels, and each interval as near as could be guessed at 
was a cable's-Iength, the extent of the whole line a little 
exceeded three-quarters of a mile. 

On the other hand, the French, though they preserved a 
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very respectable degree ol' order, were much less compact, 
and by no means us methodical in their manner of sailing. 
Some of their ships were a quark;]' of a mile to leeward of 
the hue, and the intervals were irregular and ill-observed. 
These circumstances arose from several causes, neither of 
which proceeded from any fault in the commander-in-chief, 
who was both an ex per it-need sciunan and a skilful tactician. 
But his captains were new lo each oilier, and some of them 
were recently appointed to their ships : it being just as much 
a matter of course that a seaman should ascertain the quali- 
ties of his vessel, by riimiMariiy, n.s that a man should learn 
the character of his wife, in the intimacy of wedlock. 

At the precise momen; of which we are now writing, the 
Chloe might have been about a league from the leading 
vessel of the enemy, and her position to leeward of her own 
fleet threatened to bring her, half an hour later, within 
range of the Frenchmen's guns. This fact was apparent to 
all in the squadron ; still the. frigate stood on, having been 
placed in that station, and the whole being under the imme- 
diate supervision of the commander-in-chief. 

" Denham will have a warm berth of it, air, should he 
stand on much longer," said Greenly, when ten minutes 
more had passed, during which the ships had gradually 
drawn nearer. 

" I was hoping he mijiht gel between the most weatherly 
French frigate and her line," answered Sir Gervaise; " when 
I think, by edging rapidly away, we could lake her alive, 
with the Plantagenet.". 

" In which case we might as well clear for action ; such 
a manasuvre being certain to bring on a general engage- 

" No — no — I'm not quite mad enough lor that, Master 
Telemachus ; but, we can wait a little longer for the chances. 
How many flags can you make out among the enemy, 
Bunting?" 

" I see but two, Sir Gervaise ; one at the fore, and the 
other at the mizzen, like our own. I can make out, now, 
only twelve ships of the line, too ; neither of which is a 
three-decker." . 

" So much for rumour; as flagrant a liar as ever wagged 
a tongue ! Twelve ships on two decks, and eight frigates, 
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sloops, and luggers. There can be no great mistake in 
this. 

"I think not, Sir Gervaise ; their commander-in-chief is 
in the fourth ship from lite head of the lino. His flag is just 
discernible, hy means of our best glass. Ay, there goes a 
signal, this instant, i:p at the cud of his gaff!" 

" If one could only read French now, Greenly," said the 
vice-admiral, smiling: " wo might; get into some of Mr. ds 1 
Vervillin's secrets. Perhaps it 's tin order to go to quarters 
or to clear; look out sharp, Bunting, for any signs of such 
a movement. What do you make of it?" 

" It 's to the frigates, Sir ( iervaise ; all of which answer, 
while the other vessels do not." 

" We want no French to read that signal, sir," put in 
1. 1 recti ly : "the frigates themselves felling us what it means. 
>lonsic;ir de Yrrvililu has u.o idea of letting the I'ktliiagenet 
take aiiyt.hin:: ho has, alive." 

This was true enough. Just as the captain spoke, the 
object of the order was made soi'liciently apparent, by all 
the light vessels to windward of the French Heel, bearing up 
together, until they brought the wind abaft their beams, 
when away they glided to leeward, like floating objects that 
have suddenly" struck a swift current. Before this change 
in their course, these fs'igaies and corvettes had been strug- 
gling along, the soas meeting them on their weather-bows, 
at the rate of about two knots, or rather less ; whereas, their 
speed was now quadrupled, and in a lew minutes, the whole 
of (hem had sailed through the different intervals in their 
main line, and had formed as before-, nearly half a league to 
leeward of it. Hspe, in the event of an action, their principal 
duties would have been to succour crippled ships that might 
be forced out of their allotted -itahons daring the combat. 
AH this Sir Gervaise viewed with disgust. He had hoped 
his enemy might have presumed oti the stale of the elements, 
and suffered his light vessels to maintain their original posi- 

" It would be a great triumph to tis, Greenly," he said, 
"if Denham could pass withoii! shilthi'.s; his berth. There 
would bo something manly and sea tfiii.11 like in an inferior 
fleet's passing n superior, in such a style." 

" Yes, sir, though it migH cost us" a fine frigate. The 
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count can have no difficulty in fighting his weather main- 
deck guns, and a discharge Li-oin two or three of his leading' 
vessels might cut away some spar that Denham would misa 
sadly, just at such a moment." 

Sir Gervaiso placed [lis hands behind his back, paced the 
deck a minute, and (hen said decidedly — 

" Bunting, make the Ch Ion's signal to ware — tacking in 
this sea, and tinder ilii.iislujrtcanvas.-ii, is out of the question. " 

Bunting had anticipate! this order, and had even ventured 
clandestinely to direct the (.;ui.irku'-iiiusiers lo bond on the 
necessary flags; and Sir Gevvai.se had scarcely got the words 
out of his mouth, before the signal wns abroad. The Chloe 
was equally on the alert ; for she too each moment expected 
the command, and ere iior answering ting was seen, her 
helm was up, (he mi'«cn-siay-:ali down, and her head falling 
off rapidly towards the enemy. This movement seemed to 
be expected all round- — and it certainly had been delayed to 
the very last mo men;— -I'or the loading French ship fell off 
three or four points, and as the frigate was exactly end-on 
to her, let fly the contents of al! the guns on her forecastle, 
as well as of those on her main-deck, as far aft as they could 
be brought lo bear. One of the I op- sail-sheets of the frigate 
was shot away by 'his rapid and unexpected fire, and some 
little damage was done to the standing rigging; lint, luckily, 
none of immediate moment. Captain Denham was active, 
and the instant he found his (opsnd fmp;>ing, he ordered it 
clewed up, and the mainsai! loosed. The latter was set. 
close-reefed, as (he ship came (o the wind on the larboard 
tack, and by the time everything was braced up and hauled 
afi, on that lack, the main-top-sail was ready to be sheeted 
home, anew. During the lew minutes that these evolutions 
required, Sir Gervaise kept his eye riveted on the vessel ; 
and when he saw her I airly round, and trimmed by the 
wind, again, with the mainsail drugging her ahead, to own 
the troth, he felt mentally relieved. 

"Not a minute too soon, Sir Gervaise," observed the 
cautious Greenly, smiling. " I should not be surprised if 
Denham hears more from that, follow at the head of the 
French line. His weather cbnse-g'ms are exactly in a rangy 
with the frigate, and (he two upper ones might be worked, 
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" I think not, Greenly. The forecastle gun, possibly , 

ncarceh" anything below it." 

Sir Gervaise proved to be partly right and partly wrong. 
The Frenchman did attempt a fire \vi:|i his main-deck gun ; 
but, at the first plunge of the ship, a son shipped up against 
her wcathcr-bow, and sent a column of wider through the 
port, that drove half its crew into the lee-scuppers. In the 
midst of this water-spout, the gun exploded, the loggerhead 
having been applied an iiisMut beibi'c. giving a sort of chaotic 
wildness to the scene in-board. This satisfied the party 
below; though that on the forecastle fared better. The last 
fired their gun several times, and always without success. 
This failure proceeded from a cause tlisit is seldom sufficiently 
estimated by nautical gunners; the shot having swerved 
from the line of sijilit, by the (bive ofihr; wind against which 
it flew, two or. three hundred ieet, by the time it had gone 
the mile that lay between the vessels. Sir Gevvaise anxiously 
watched the etiect of the fire, and perceiving that all the shot 
fell to leeward oJ" the Chloe, lie was no longer uneasy about 
that vessel, and he began to turn his attention to other and 
more important concerns. 

As we are now rmproaehiiig a moment when it is neces- 
sary that the reader should reeeive some tolerably distinct 
impressions of the relative positions of the two entire fleets, 
we shall close the present chapter, here ; reserving the 
duty of explanation for the commencement of a new oue. 
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Ami 1,-iiJihed, mid shouted, as slic darted on, 

Ami ;i.:jriiri;fl linlld the Ibiilli. i.rsil rn:-(:[ it h^h, 
Ihi'j ir.i: iJnek, lls ■l-.jh.j l a :4i'.'i;^, taubrd ■■'.Lii'iJ 
t'liiii'K llju ihiLli iVriiii hull i:i lu.-i either race," 

PEttCtVAL. 

Tup. long twilight of a high kttitudc had now ended, and 
the sun, though concealed behind clouds, had risen. The 
additional light ronfriliuted to lessen llio gloomy look of the 
ocean, though lire fury of the winds and waves still lent to 
it a dark and menacing aspect. To windward there were 
no signs of anaksleineiH of ri:e gain, while the heavens con- 
tinued to abstain from [citing- down their floods, on the 
raging waters beneath. By this lime, the fleet was materi- 
ally lo the southward of Cape la Uegne, though far to the 
westward, where the channel received the winds and waves 
from the whole rake of the Atlantic, and the seas were set- 
ting in. in the long, regular swells of the ocean, a little dis- . 
turned by the influence of (ho tides. Ships as heavy as (he 
two-deckers moved along with groaning efforts, their bulk- 
heads and limbers " complaining," lo use the language of 
the sera, as the huge masse.'!, loaded with their iron artillery, 
rose and sunk on the coming a.r.d receding billows. Bui 
their movements were stately and full of majesty ; whereas, 
the cutter, sloop, and even fhe frigates, seemed to be tossed 
like loam, very m'veh at the mercy of the elements. Tho 
Chioe was passing the admiral, on the opposite tack, quite a 
mile to leeward, and yet, as she mounted to the summit of 
a wave, her cut-water was often visible nearly to the keel, 
These are the [rials of a vessel's strength ; for, were a ship 
always water-borne equally on all her lines, there would nol 
be the necessity which new exists to make her the well-knit 
mass of weed and iron she is. 

The progress of the (wo flecSs was very much the same, 
both squadrons sl.ru Tiling along through the billows, at the 
rate of about a marine league in fhe hour. As no lofty sail 
was eaVried, and the vessels were first made in the haze of n 
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^1= ■s.si.loe.L moniinu;, lln: sliips had not become visible to each 
other until nearer than common ; and, by the time at which 
we have now arrived in us.;r tale, (he leading vessels were se 
parated hy a space: that did not exceed two miles, estimating 
'Jii; distance oiiiv <jii their respective tines of sailing ; though 
iitere. would lie: ;i l.ioitt the same space between the:m when 
abreast, the English licit];* so much to windward of their en- 
emies. Any one in the least familiar with nautical manosii- 
vrcs will understand that these circumstances would bring 
the van of the French and the rear of their foes much nearer 
together ill passing, b-ji.li fleets beiuy; close-hauled. 

Sir Gervaise Oakes, as a matter of course, watched the 
progress of the two lines with close and intoLi^cnt attention. 
Mens, jle Verviilin did the same from the poop of !e Fou- 
droyant, a noble eighty -gun ship in which his flag of vice- 
amiml was flying, as it might be, in defiance. By the 
side of the former stood Greenlv, Bunting, and .l.'ury. the 
Plantagenet's first lieutenant ; by the side of the latter his 
capitaino do vaisseau, a man as little like the caricatures of. 
such ijiiiecrs, as » hostile ioeling has laid before the readers 
of Rnghsh literature, as Washington was like the man held 
up to odium in the London journals, at the corrlmencement 
of the great American war. M. de Vervillin himself was 
a man of respectable birth, of a scientific education, and of 
great familiarity with ships, so far as a knowledge of their 
genera! powers and principles was concerned; hut here his 
professional excellence ceased, all that infinity of detail 
which composes the distinctive merit of flic practical seaman 
being, in a great degree, unknown to him, rendering it ne- 
cessary for him to thivk in moments of emergency ; periods 
when the really prime mariner seems more to act by a sort 
of indi.net than by any very intelligible process of ratioci- 
nation. With his (leet drawn out before him, however, and 
with no unusual demands on his resources, this gallant offi- 
cer was an exceedingly Ibrmidable foe to contend with in 

Sir Gervaise Oakes lost ail his constitutional and feverish 
impatience while the fleet n drew iiigher and nigher. As is 
no: unusual with brave men, wdio arc naturally c-^cii;ibie, 
ns ilie crisis approached he grew calmer and obtained a 
more perfect command over himself; seeing all things in 
21 
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their true colours, am! it'dhig more and more equal to con- 
trol them. He continued fo walk the poop, but it was witha 
slower step ; ami, though his hands, wore still closed behind 
his back, the lingoes were passive, while his countenance 
became grave and his eye l.houghti'al. Greenly knew that 
his interference would now bo ha/.ardous ; for whenever the 
vice-admiral assumed that air, he literally became command- 
er-in-chief j and any attempt to control or influence him, 
unless sustained by the communication of new facts, could 
only draw down rescntmenl. on his own head. Bunting, too, 
was aware that the " admiral was aboard," as the officers, 
among themselves, used to describe this state of their supe- 
rior's mind, and was prepared to discharge his own duty in 
the most silent and rapid manner in his power. All the 
others present iell more or less of this same influence of an 
established character. 

"Mr. Bunting," said Sir Gervaise, when the distance 
between the Plantagenet and le Temeraire, the leading 
French vessel, misjht have been about a league, allowing for 
the difference in the respeelive lines of sailing — " Mr. Bun- 
ting, bend on the signal fur the ships to go to quarters. We 
may as well be ready for any turn of the dice." 

No one dared to comment on this order: it was obeyed in 
readiness and silence. 

" Signal ready, 3h Genuine," said Bunting, the instant 
the last flag was In its place. 

" Run it up at once, sir, and have a bright look-out for 
the answers. Captain Greenly, i;o lo quarters, and see all 
clear on the main-deck, to use the batteries if wanted. The 
people cm stand (list below, as I think it might bo danger- 
ous to open the ports." 

Captain Greenly passed off the poop to the quarter-deck, 
and in a minute !ho drum nod life struck up the air which 
is known all over the civilized world as the call to arms, 
In most services this summons is made by the drum alone, 
which emits sounds to which the (aney has attached pecu- 
liar words ; those of the soldiers of France being li prend 
ton sac~~-prcnd ton sac— prend ton sac." no bad represent- 
atives of the meanir,"' ; but in English nnd American ships, 
thjs appeal is usually made in company with the notes of the 
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ear-piercing fife," which pivos it a melody that might 
otherwise be wantjng. 

"Signal answered throughout the fleet, Sir Gervaise," 
said Bunting. 

No answer was given to this report beyond :i quiet, incli- 
nation of the head. After a. moment's pause, however, the 
vice-admiral turned to his signal officer and said — 

" t should think,, IJymiiifi;, no captain can need an order 
to tell him not to open his Jce-lower-deo!; ports in such a sea 
as this V 

"I rather fancy not, Sir Cervaise," answered Bunting, 
looking drolly at the boiling element that gushed up each 
minute from beneath the bottom of the ship, in a way to 
appear as high as the hammock-cloths. "The people at 
the wtai/i-deck grins would have rniher a wet time of it." 

" Bend on the signal, sir, for the ships astern lo keep in 
the vice-admiral's wake. Young gentleman," to the mid- 
shipman who nlv.-'iys acted as his aid in battle, " teli Captain 
Greenly I desire lo see him as soon as he has received all 
the reports." 

Down to the moment when the first lap of the drum was 
heard, the Plantagenel had presented a scene of singulai 
quiet and unconcern, considering the circumstances in which 
she was placed. A landsman would scarcely credit that 
men could be so near their enemies, and display so much 
indifference to their vicinity ; but this was the result of long 
habit, and a certain marine instinct that tells the sailor when 
anything serious is in the wind, and when not. The differ- 
ence in the force of the two fleets, the heavy gale, and 
the weatherly position of flic I aiglish, alt conspired lo assure 
the crew that nothing decisive con Id yet occur. Here and 
there an officer or an old seaman misrhl bo seen glancing 
through a port, lo ascertain the force and position of the 
French ; but, on the whole, their fleet excited little more at- 
tention than if lying at. anchor in Cherbourg. The break- 
fast hour was approaching, and that important event mono- 
polized the principal interest of the moment. The officers' 
boys, in particular, began to make their appearance around 
the galley, provided, as usual, with their pots and dishes, 
and, now and then, one cast a careless glance through the 
nearest opening to see how the strangers looked ; but as to 
28* 
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warfare, there was much mote the appearance of it between 
the protectors of the rights of the different messes, than be- 
tween the two s'.rent bruiircrenl navies themselves. 

Nor was the state of tilings materially different in the 
gun-room, or cock-pit, or on the orlops. Most of the people 
of a two- decked ship are berthed on tin; lower gun-deck, and 
the order to " clear ship" is more necessary to a vessel of 
that construe tiou, before going to quarters seriously, than to 
smaller craft; though it is usual in all. So long as the 
bags, mess-chests, and other similar appliances were left in 
their ordinary positions, Jack saw little, reason to derange 
himself; and as reports were brought below, from time to 
time, respecting the approach oi the enemy, and more espe- 
cially of his being well to leeward, ieiv of those whose duty 
did not call them on deck troubled themselves about the mat- 
ter at all. This habit of considering his fortune as attached 
to that of his ship, and of regarding himself as a point on 
her mass, as \vc. all look on ourselves as panicles of the orb 
we accompany in its revolutions, is sufficiently general 
among mariners; but it was particularly so as respects the 
sailors of a fleet, who were kept so much at sea, and who ■ 
had been so often, with all sorts of results, in the presence 
of the enemy. The scene that was passing in the gun-room 
at the precise moment at which our tale has arrived, was 
so characteristic, in particular, as to merit a brief descrip- 

All the idlers by this time were out of their bertha and 
colts ; the signs of those who " slept in the country," as it 
is termed, or who were obliged, for want of stale-rooms, to 
sling in the common apartment, having disappeared. Ma- 
grath was reading a treatise on medicine, in good Leydcn 
Latin, by a lamp. The purser was endeavouring to decipher 
his steward's hieroglyphics, favoured by the same light-, and 
the captain of marines was examining the lock of an aged 
musket. The third and fourth lieutenants were helping each 
other to untangle one of their Bay-of-Biscay reckonings, 
which had set both plane mid spherical trigonometry at defi- 
ance, by a lamp of their own; and the chaplain was hurry- 
ing the steward and the boys along with the breakfast — hia 
usual occupation at that " witching lime" in the morning. 

While things were in this state, the first lieutenant, Mr. 
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Bury, appeared in trie gun-room. His arrival caused one 
or two of the mess to glance upward at him, though no one 
spoke but the junior lieutenant, who, being an honourable, 
was at his ease with every one on board, short of the cap- 
tain. 

" What's the news from deck, Bury V asked this officer, 
a youth of twenty, his senior being a man ten years older. 
" Is Mr. de Vernlim thinking of running away yet?" 

" Not he, sir ; there 's loo much of the gatne-eock about 
him for Dint." 

" I 'II warrant yon, be can crow ! But what is the news, 
Bury?" 

" The news is that the old Planter is as wet as a wash- 
tub, forward, and I mast have a dry jacket — do you hear, 
there, Tom? Soundings,'' turning to the master, who just 
then came in from r in- ward, " have you taken a look out of 
doors this morning?" 

"You know 1 seldom forget that, Mr. Bury. A pretty 
pickle the ship would soon be in, if /forgot to look about 
me!" 

"He swallowed the deep-sea, down in the bay," cried the 
honourable, laughing, " mid ;>;oes every morning at day- 
light to look for it. out at the bridle-ports." 

" Well, than, Souud!u!;s, what do you think of the third 
ship in the French line V eoniinucd Bury, disregarding the 
levity of the youth : " did yon ever see such top-masts, a.s 
she carries, before ?" 

"I scarce ever saw a Frenchman without them, Mr. 
Bury. You 'd have just such sticks in this fleet, if Sir 
Jarvy wo:ild s'atid tltcm." 

" Ay, but Sir Jarvy won't stand them. The captain who 
sent such a stick up in his ship, would have to throw it over- 
board before night. I never saw snob a pole in the air in 

"What's the matter with the mast, Mr. Bury?" put in 
Magrath, who kept up what he called constant scientific 
skirmishes with the ehkr sea-o/iieers ; the junior being too 
inexperienced in his view to be worthy of a- contest. "I '!1 
engage the spar is moulded and fashioned agreeably lo the 
most approved phedosjihieaf principles; lor in that tho 
French certainly excel us." 
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"Who ever heard of moulding a spar?" interrupted 
Soundings, laughing loudly, " we mimld a ship's frame, 
Doctor, but we lm;>the.ii and shorten, and scrape and fid 
her masts." 

" I 'm answered as usual, gentlemen, and voted down, 1 
suppose, by acclamation, as they call it in other learned bo- 
dies. I would advise no creature that has a reason to go to 
sea; an instinct being all thai is needed to make a Lord 
High Admiral of twenty tails." 

" I should like Sir .larvy to hear that, my man of books," 
cried the fourth, who bud jus', satisfied, himself that a book 
was not his own forte — " I fancy your instinct, doctor, will 
prevent you from whispering this in Ihe vice-admiral's ear !" 

Although Magmth had a pro I bund respect for the com- 
mander-in-chief, he was averse to giving in, in a gun- 
room discussion. His answer, therefore, partook of tire 
feeling of the moment. 

" Sir Gervaise," (lie pronounced this word Jairvis) "-Sir 
Gervaise Oakes, honourable si:'," he said, with a sneer, 
"may be a good seaman, but he's no linguist. Now, there 
he was, ashore among the dead and dying, just as ignorant 
of the meaning of itlius ■riiilhit.i, whirl! h hoy's Latin, as if 
he had never seen a horn-book ! Nevertheless, gentlemen, 
it is science, and not even the classics, that makes the man; 
as for a creature's getting I he sciences by instinct, 1 shall 
contend it is against the possibilities, whereas the attainment 
of what you call seamanship, is among even the lesser pro- 
babilities." 

" This is the most mnriuc-i*h talk I ever heard from your 
mouth, doctor," interrupted Soundings. "How the devil 
can a man tell how to ware ship by instinct, as you call it, 
if one may nsk the question J" 

"Simply, Soimdines, berause the process of ratiocination 
is dispensed with. Do you have to lltink in waring ship, 
bow ? — I 'II put it to your own honour, for the answer." 

" Think ! — I should be a poor creature tor a master, in- 
deed, if much thinking wore wanting in so simple a matter 
as tricking or veering. No — no — year real sea-dog has no 
occasion for thinking, when he has his work. before him." 

" That : 11 just he it, gentlemen ! — that 'II be just what 1 'm 
telling ye," cried the doctor, exulting in the success of hia 
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mtifice. "Not only will Mr. Soundings not think, when 
iic has his ordinary ditiies to perform, but be holds the pro- 
cess itself in merited contempt, ye 'il obsairve ; and so my 
theory is established, by evidence of a pairty concerned; 
which is more than a postidiilo logically requires." 

Here Magrath dropped liis book, and laughed with that 
sort of hissing sound that seems peculiar to the genus of 
which he formed a part. He was still indulging in his 
triumph, when the first tap of the drum was heatd. All 
listened; every ear pricking like that of a deer that hears 
the hound, when there followed — " r-r-r-ap tap — r-r-r-ap 
tap — r-r-r-ap lap a -tap-tap— rap-a-tap — a-rap-a-tap a-rap-a 
tiip — a- tap -tap." 

"Instinct or reason, Sir Jnrvy is going to quarters!" 
exclaimed the honourable. "I'd no notion we were near 
enough to the Monsie.urs, for that/" 

"Now," said Miig'Tilh, with a grinning sneer, as he rose 
to descend to the cock-pit, " there : il may be arise an occa- 
sion for a little learning, when I 'II promise ye all the science 
that can be mustered In niy unworthy knowledge. Sound- 
ings, I may have to heave the lead in the depths of your 
physical formation, in which case I'll just endeevour to 
-ivoid the breakers of ignorance." 

" Go to the devil, or to the eock-pit, whichever you 
please, sir," answered the master ; " I 've served in six 
general actions, already, and have never been obliged to one 
of your kidney for so much as a bit of court-plaster or lint. 
With me, oakum answers for one, and canvass for the 
other." 

While this was siiym<?, all hands were in motion. The 
sea and marine officers looking lor their side-armr-, the sur- 
geon carefully coilee.ling his nooks, and the chaplain seizing 
a dish of cold beei; tbiil was hurriedly set upon a table, car- 
rying it down with hitn (o bis cuarl.erfi, by way of taking it 
out of harm's way. In a minute, the gun-room was cleared 
of all who usually dwelt there, and their places were sup- 
plied by the seamen who manned the three or four thirty- 
two's that were mounted to the apartment, together with 
their opposites. As the sea-oiiicers, in particular, appeared 
among the men, their luces assumed ajiuir of authority, and 
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their voices were heard calling out the order to "tumble 
up," as they hastened themselves to their several stations, 

Ail this time, Sir Gervaise dikes paced the poop. Bunt- 
ing and the quarter-master were in readiness to hoist the 
new signal, and Greenly merely waited lor the reports, to 
join the commander-in-chief. In about five minutes after 
the drum had given lis lirsf (up, these were completed, and 
the captain ascended to the poop. 

"By" standing on, on our present course, Captain Greenly," 
observed Sir Gervaise, anxious to justify to himself the evo- 
lution he contemplated, ' : the rear of our line and the van 
of the French will lie brought within (air range of shot from 
each other, and, by an accident, v,-i; might lose a ship; since 
any vessel that was crippled, would necessarily sag directly 
down upon the enemy. Now, I propose to keep away in 
the Plantagenet, and just brush past the leading French 
ships, at about the distance the VV'arspite will have to pass, 
and so alter the face of matters a little. What do you think 
would be the consequence of sueii a manoeuvre?" 

"That the van of our line and the van of the French will 
be brought as near together, as you have jtist said must 
happen in the rear, Sir Gervaise, in any case." 

"It does Dot require a iiiulhemii'.iciun to tell that much, 
sir. You will keep away, as soon as Bunting shows the 
signal, and bring the wind a-heam. Never mind the braces ; 
let them stand fast. ; as soon as wo have passed the French 
admiral, I shall luff, again. This will cause us to lose a 
little of our weatherly position, but about that I am very in- 
different. Give the order, sir— Buttling, run up the signal." 

These commands were silently obeyed, and presently thu 
I'lantagenet was niiminu directly in the troughs of the peas, 
with quite double her former velocity. The other ships an- 
swered promptly, each keeping away as her second ahead 
came down to the proper line of sailing, and all complying 
to the letter with an order that was very easy of execution. 
The effect, besides giving every prospect of a distant en- 
gagement, was to straighten the linn to nearly mathematical 

. " Is it your wish. Sir Gervaise, that we should endeavoiti 
to open our lee lower ports ?" asli.oi.l Greenly. " Unless we 
attempt something of the sort, we shall have nothing heavier 
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than the eighteens to depend on, should .Monsieur <le Ver- 
villin see fit to begin." 

".And will he be any better off? — It would be nest to 
madness (o think of fiybting the lower-deck guns, in such 
weather, and we will keep all fast. Should the French 
commence the sport, wo shall have the advantage of being 
to windward ; and the loss of a. lew weather shrouds might 
bring down (he lies!, must in their fleet." 

Greenly made no answer, 'hi'tidi he perfectly "understood 
that the loss of a mast would almost certainly ensure the 
loss of the ship, did one of his own heavier spars go. But 
this was Sir Gcrvaise's greatest weakness as a commander, 
and he knew it would be useless to attempt persuading him 
to suffer a single ship under his order to pass the enemy 
nearer than lie went himself in the 1'lantagenet. This was 
what he called covering his ships; though it amounted to no 
more. than putting all of them in the jeopardy that happened 
to be unavoidable, as regarded one or two. 

The Comte de Vervillin seemed at a loss to understand 
this sudden and extraordinary movement in the van of his 
enemy. His sijriifils followed, and hi.-; crews went to their 
guns; but it was not an easy matter for ships that perse- 
vered in hugging tin: wind to mitke any material alterations 
in their relative positions, in isueh a gale. The rate of sail- 
ing of the English, however, now menaced a speedy colli- 
sion, if collision were intended, and it was time to be stir- 
ring, in order to he ready for it. 

On the other hand, rill was quiet, and, seemingly, death- 
like, in the English ships. Their people were at their quar- 
ters, ah'e.'id_v : and (his is a moment of profound stillness in 
a vessel of war. The lower ports being down, the portions 
□ f the crews stationed on those decks were buried, as it 
might be, in obscurity, while even those above were still 
partly concealed by the half-ports. There was virtually 
nothing for the sail-trimmers to do, and everything was ap- 
parently left to the evolutions of the vast machines them- 
selves, in which they (loafed. Sir Gervaise, Greenly, and 
the usual attendants still remained on the poop, their eyes 
scarcely turning for an instant from Iho lleet of the enemy. 

By this time the I'laninseriel anil le Temeraire were little 
more than a. mile apari, each minute lessening this distance. 
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The hitter ship was struggling along, her bow* pV^ging 
into the seas to the hawse-holes, while the former had a 
swift, easy molbn through the troughs, and along the sum. 
mils of the waves, her flattened sails aiding in steadying he( 
in the heavy lurches that imrivoifJubly accompanied such a 
movement. Still, a. se;i would occasionally break against 
her weather side, sending its crest upward in a brilliant jet- 
tTeau, and leaving tons of water on the decks. Sir Ger- 
vaisc's manner had new lost every glimmering of excite- 
ment. When ho spoke, it was in a gentle, pleasant tone, 
such as a gentleman might tise in the society of women 
The truth was, all his energy had concentrated in the deter- 
mination to do a daring deed : and, as is not unusual with 
the most resolute men, the nearer he approached fo the 
consummation of his pui'pose, the more he seemed to reject 
all the spurious aids of manner. 

"The French do not open their lower ports, Greenly," 
observed the vice-admiral, dropping the glass after ono of 
his long looks at Ihe enemy, " although they have the ad- 
vantage of being to leeward. I take that to be a sign they 
intend nothing very serious." 

" We shall know better five minutes hence, Sir Gervaise. 
This ship slides along like a Loudon coach." 

" His line is lubberly, after all, Greenly I T.ook at (hose 
two ships astern — ihey are near half a mile to windward of 
the vest of the fleet, and at least half a mile astern. Hey ' 
Greenly 1" 

The captain turned towards the rear of the French, an 
examined the positions of the two ships mentioned with sniE- 
cient. deliberation ; but Sir Cervaise dropped his head in a 
musing manner, and began to pace the poop again. Once 
or twice he stopped to look at the rear of the French line, 
then distant from biro quite a league, and as often did he 
resume his walk. 

" Bunting," said the vico-a.dnnral. mildly, "come this way, 
3 moment. Our last signal was to keep in (he commander- 
in-chief's wake, and to follow his motions V 

" It was, Sir Gervaise. The old order to follow motions, 
' with or without signals,' as one might say." 

" Bond on the signals to close up in line, as near as safe, 
and to carry sail by the flag-ship." 
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"Ay, ay, Sir Gervaise — we'll have 'em both up in fivo 
minutes, sir." 

The commander-in-chief now even seemed pleased. Hia 
physical excitement relumed a little, and a smile struggled 
round his lip. His eye glanced at Greenly, to see if he 
were suspected, and then all his calmness of exterior re- 
turned. In the meantime l lie signals were made and an- 
swered. The latter circumstance' was reported to Sir Ger- 
vaiso, who cast his eyes down the line astern, and saw that 
the different ships were already bracing in, and easing off 
their sheets, in order to diminish the spaces between the 
diferent. vessels. As soon as it was apparent that the Car- 
natic was drawing ahead, Captain Greenly was told to lay 
his main and fore-yards nearly square, to light up all his 
staysail sheets, and to hoop away sufficiently to make every- 
thing draw. Although these orders occasioned surprise, 
ihey were implicitly obeyed. 

The moment of meeting had now come. In conseuuenee 
of having kept away so much, the Plantagenet could not iu 
quite three -fourths of a mile on the weather-bow of h Te- 
meraire, coming up rapidly, and threatening a semi-trans- 
verse fire. In order to prevent ibis, the French ship edged 
oft' a little, giving herself an easier and more vapid move- 
ment through the water, and bringing her own broadside 
more fairly to the shock. This evolution was followed by 
the two next ships, a little .prematurely, perhaps; but the 
admiral in le Foiitlroyttnt., disdaining to edge oft from her 
enemy, kept her luff. The ships astern were governed by 
the course of their superior. This change produced a little 
disorder in the van of the French, menacing still greater, 
unless one party or the oilier receded from the course taken. 
Rut time pressed, and Ihe two fleets were closing so fast as 
to induce other thoughts. 

"There's lubberly work for you, Greenly!" said Sir 
Gervaise, smiling. "A commander-in-chief heading up 
with the bowlines dragged, and bis second and third ahead 
— not to say fourth — ■■nummg off will: the wind abeam! 
Now, if we can knock the Comic- off a couple of points, in 
passing, all his fellows astern will follow, and the Warspite 
and Blenheim and Thunderer will slip by like girls in a 
29 



Hosiec by Google 



country-dance.! Send Bury down to the main-deck, with 
ciders lo be read*,- with those eighteens." 

Greenly obeyed, of course, and he began to think better 
of audacity in naval warfare, than be had dene before,- that 
day. This was the usual course of things with these two 
officers ; one arguing ami deoaliiig according to the dictates 
of a cool judgment, and the other following his impulses 
quite as much as anything else, until tacts supervened to 
prove that human things are as much controlled by adven- 
titious agencies, the results of remote and unseen causes, as 
by any well-digested plans laid at the moment. In their 
cooler hours, when they came to reason on the past, this 
vice-admiral generally con.snmmatod his triumphs, by re- 
minding his captain that if he had not been in the way of 
luck, he never could have profited by it; no bad creed for a 
naval officer, who is otherwise prudent and vigilant. 

The quarter- ma liters of the fleet were just striking six 
bells, or proclaiming that it was seven o'clock in the morn- 
ing watch, as the Plantagenet and le Temeraire came 
abeam of each other. Both ships lurched heavily in the 
troughs of the seas, and both rolled to windward in stalely 
majesty, and yet both slid through the brine with a mo- 
mentum that 'resembled the imperceptible motion of a planet. 
The water rolled back from their black sides and shining 
ham mock -cloths, and all lb-;; other dark panoply that distin- 
guishes a ship of war glistened with the spray ; but no sign 
of hostility proceeded from cither. The French admiral 
made no signal to engage, and Sir Gervaise had reasons of 
his own for wishing to pass the enemy's van, if possible, 
unnoticed. Minute passed after minute, in breathless r si- 
lence, on board the Plaiii.ngenrit and the Camatic, the latter 
vessel being now but half a cable's -length astern of the ad- 
miral. Every eye that had any oullel ibi' such a purpose, 
was riveted on the main-deck ports of le Temeraire, in 
expectation of seeing the (ire issue from her guns. Each 
instant, however, lessened the chances, as regarded that 
particular vessel, whie.Ii was soon out of the line of fire from 
the Plantagenet, when the same scene was to follow with 
the same result, in connection with le Conquereur, the 
second ship of the French line. Sir Gervaise smiled as he 
passed the three firs', ships, seemingly unnoticed; but as ho 
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drew nearer to the admiral, lie felt confident this imranitj 
must cease. 

" What they mean by it all, Greenly," he observed to his 
Companion, " is more than I can say ; but we will go nearer, 
and try to find out. Keep her away a little more, sir; keep 
her away half a point." Greenly was not disposed to re- 
monstrate now, for his prudent leiiipcrament was yielding lo 
f!if! excitement of the moment, just reversing the traits of 
Sir Gervaise's character; the one losing iiis extreme discre- 
tion in feeling, as the o'her uained by the pressure of cir-' 
cu instances. The holm was eased a little, and the ship 
sheered nearer to 1c Foudroyant. 

As is usual in all services, the French commafider-in- 
ehief was in one of the best vessels of his fleet. Not only 
was the Foudroyant a heavy ship, carrying French forty- 
twos below, a circumstance ilia: made her rale as an eighty, 
but, like the Plantagenet, she was one of the fastest and 
most weatherly vessels of her class known. By " hugging 
the wind," this noble vessel had got, by this lime, materi- 
ally to windward of her second and third ahead, and had 
increased her distance essentially from her supports astern. 
Ina word, she was far from being in a position to be sus- 
tained as she ought to be. unless she edged off" herself, a 
movement that no one on board her seemed to contemplate. 

" He 's a noble fellow, Greenly, thai Oimte'de Vervillin !'" 
murmured Sir Gervaise, in a tone of admiration, " and so 
have I always found him, and so have I always reported 
him, loo! The fools about the Gazettes, and the knaves 
abon! (lie offices, may splutter as iliev will ; Mr. do. Vervillin 
would give' them plenty of occupation were they A. ere, I 
question if he mean to keep off in the least, hut insists on 
holding every inch he can gain !" 

The next momeni, however, satisfied Sir Gervaise that 
he was mistaken in his last conjecture, the bows of the 
Foudroyant gradually falling off, until the line of her lar- 
board guns bore, when she made a gencinl disc barge oft.be 
whole of them, with the exception of those on the lower 
deck. The Planiageners waited until the ship rose on a sea, 
and then they returned the compliment in the same manner. 
The tlarna.ric's side showed a sheet of iiame imoT'iliately 
after; and the Achilles, Lord M organic, lulling briskly to 
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the wind, so as to bring her gnus to bear, followed up the 
game, like flashes of lightning. All three of these ships 
had directed their fire at le Foudroyant, and the smoke had 
not vet driven from among tu;r spars, when Sir Gervaisc 
pereewed that all three of lief kip-inasis were hanging to 
leeward. At this sight, Greenly fairly sprang from the 
deck, and gave three cheers. The men beiow caught up 
the cry, even to those who were, in a manner, buried on the 
lower deck, and presently, spite of the gale, the Oamatie's 
■were heard following their ev.umde astern. At this instant 
(he whole French and J.'aiglish lines opened their fire, from 
van to rear, as far as their nuns would bear, or the shol 

tell. 

" Now, sir, now is our time to close with de Vervillin !" 
exclaimed Greenly, the instant he perceived the manner in 
which his ship was crippled. " In our close order we might 
hope to. make a thorough wreck of him." 

" Not so, Greenly," returned Sir Gcrvaise calmly. "You 
see he edges away already, and will be down among his 
other ships in five minutes ; we should have a general 
action with twice our force. What is done, is well done, 
and we will let it stand. It. is so-m.ct.Mng to have dismasted 
the enemy's commander-in-chief; do you look to it that the 
enemy don't do the same with ours. I heard shot rattling 
aloft, and every thing now bears a hrtrd strain." 

Greenly went to look after his duty, while Sir Gervaiso 
continued to pace the poop. The whole of lc Foudroy- 
ant's fire hod been directed at the Plantagenet, but so 
rough was the oeean that not a shot touched the hull. A 
little injury had been done aloft, but nothing that the ready 
skill of the seamen was not able to repair even in that rough 
weather. The fact is, most of the shot had touched the 
waves, and had flown off from their varying surfaces at 
every angle that offered. One of the secrets that Sir Ger- 
vaise had taught his cap'ains was to avoid hitting the sur- 
face of the sea, if possible, unless that surface was reasona- 
bly smooth, and the object intended to be injured was near 
at hand. Then the French admiral received the first, fire — 
always the most destructive— of three fresh vessels; and his 
injuries were in proportion. 

The scene was now animated, and not without a wiid 
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magnificence. The gale continued as heavy as ever, and 
with tht: racing of the ocean mid 'In.- howling oi'fhe winds, 
mingled the roar of artillery, and the smoky canopy of battle. 
Still the destruction on neither side bore any proportion lo 
the grandeur of the accompaniments ; (lie distance and the 
unsteadiness, of the ships preventing much accuracy of aim. 
In that day, a large two-dcoked ship never carried heavier 
metal than an eighteen above her lower batteries; and this 
gun, efficient as it is on most occasions, does not bring with 
it the Tearful destruction that attends a more modern broad- 
side. There was a jrood deal ol" noise, not withstanding, and 
some biood shed in passing; but, on the whole, when the 
Warspite, the last of the English snips, ceased her fire, on 
account of the distance of the enemy abreast of her, it would 
have been difficult Jo tell that any vessel but le Foudroyant, 
had been doing more than saluting. At this instant Green- 
ly re-appeared on the poop, bis own ship having ceased to 
fire for several minutes. 

" Well, Greenly, the main-deck guns are at least scaled," 
eaid Sir Gervaise, smiling: "and that is not to be done 
over again for some time. You keep everything ready in 
the batteries, I trust I" 

" We are all ready, Sir Gervaise, but there is nothing to 
be done. It would be useless U> waste our ammunition at 
ships quite two miles under our lee." 

" Very true — very true, sir. But all the Frenchmen are 
not quite so far to leeward, Greenly, as you may see by 
looking ahead. Yonder two, at least, are not absolutely out 
of harm's way !" 

Greenly turned, ga/.ed an instant, in the direction in which 
the commander-in-chief pointed, and then the truth of what 
Sir Gervaise had really in view iu keeping away, flashed on 
his mind, as it might be, at a glance. Without saying 
a word, he immediately quitted the poop, and descending 
even to the lower deck, passed through the whole of hia 
batteries, giving Ins eiders, ami examining their condition. 
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The little connic! between the English ships and ilu! In eio 
ol" the Frein.-li lino, the evolutions that had grown out of it, 
the crippling of lo Fund my ant, and the continuance! ol' the 
gale, contributed to produce material changes in the relative 
positions of the two tieels. All rite Llugiisli vessels kep; their 
stations with bouutiliil accuracy, .still running to the south- 
ward in a dose line ahead, having the wind a Irifle abaft 
the beam, with their yards braced in. Under the circum- 
stances, it needed but some .seven or eight minutes for these 
ships to glides mile throuyl] the troubled oe.ean, and this was 
about the period the most exposed of them all had been 
under (he random and slow tire that the slate of! ho weather 
per mi I led. The trilling damages sustained were already 
repaired, or in a way soon to be so. On the oilier hand, 
considerable disorder prevailed among the French. Their 
line had never been perfect, extending quite a league; a 
few of the leading vessels, or those near the commander-in- 
chief, sustaining each other as well as could be desired, 
while long intervals existed between the ships astern. 
Among the latter, too, as has been staled, some were much 
fanher to windward fhan the others; an irregularity Unit 
pro;: ceded from a desire of (Vie comte to luff up as near as 
possible to the enemy — a desire, which, practised on, neces- 
sarily threw the least weatherly vessels to leeward. Thus 
the two ships in the extreme rear, as has been hinted at 
already, being jammed up unusually hard upon the wind, 
had weathered materiai'v on their consor(s, while their way 
through the water h;id been proportionably less. Tl was 
these combined n'-c.umstiiiie.es which brought them so fur 
astern and to windward. 

At the time Sir L.ervaiso pointed out their positions to 
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Greenly, the two vessels just mentioned were quite half a 
mile to the westward of nidi 1 nearest consort, and more than 
that distance to the southward. When it is remembered 
that the wind was nearly due west, and that all the French 
vessels, these two excepted, \rerc steering north, the rela- 
tive positions of the latter will he understood. Le Fotidroy- 
ant, too, had kejil uway, after the loss of her top-masts, 
until fairly in Hie wake of the ships ahead of her, in her 
own line, and, as the vessels had been running oil' with the 
wind abeam, for several minutes, This manretivre threw the 
French still farther to leeward. To make the matter worse, 
just as the Warspite drew out of the range of shot from the 
French, M. fie Yervillm showed a signal at the end of his 
giifl'i for his whole Heel to ware in succession ; a.n order, 
which, while it certainly had a gallant semblance, as it was 
bringing his vessels round on the same tack as his enemy, 
and looked like a defiance, was singularly adapted to re- 
storing to the latter oil the advantage of the wind they had 
lost by keeping away. As it was necessary to take room 
to execute this evolution, in order to clear the ships that 
Were now crowded in the van, when le Tcmeraire came to 
the wind again on the starboard tack, she was fully half a 
mile to leeward of Ihe admiral, who had just put his helm 
up. As a matter of course, in order to form anew, with the 
heads of the ships !o I he .southward, each vessel had to get 
into her leader's wake, which would be virtually throwing 
the whole French lint, again, hvo miles to leeward of the 
English. Nevertheless, :[ic stragglers in the rear of the 
French continued to hug the wind, with a pertinacity that 
denoted a resolution to have a brush with their enemies in 
passing. The vessels were In ^cipiou and la Vicloire, each 
of seventy-four guns. The first of these ships was com- 
manded by a young man of very little professional experi- 
ence, but of high court iul'liionce; while the second had a 
captain who, like old Parker, had worked his way up to his 
present station, through great difficulties, and by dint of 
hard knocks, and harder work. Unfortunately the first 
ranked, and the humble cap'uahu; dr. j'ri:gaie, placed by 
accident in command of ;•■ ship of the line, did not dare to 
desert a cap-.taine tk vnUnwi, who had a due for an elder 
brother, ant called himself mmte. There was perhaps u 
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redeeming gallantry in the spirit which determined (hrj 
Comte de Ohelincourt to incur the risk of passing so near 
six vessels with only two, that mighi throw a veil over the 
indiscretion; more especially as his awn fleet was near 
enough to support him in the event of any disaster, and it 
was certainly possible that tho loss of a material spar on 
board either of his foes, might induce the capture of the 
vessel. At all events, thus reasoned M. dc Chclincourt j 
who continued boldly on, with his larboard tacks aboard, 
Always hugging the wind, even after the Temevaire was 
round; and M. Comptaut chose to follow him in la Victoire. 
The Plantageuet, by ihis time, being not. a mile distant from 
the Scipio, coming on with steady velocity, these intentions 
and circumstances created every human probability that she 
would soon be passing her weather beam, within a quarter 
of a mile, and, consequently, that a cannonade, far more 
serious than what had yet occurred, must follow. The few 
intervening minutes gave Sir Gcrvaise timo to throw a 
glance around him, and to come to his linul decision. 

The English fleet was never in better line than at that 
precise moment. The ships were as close to each other as 
comported with safety, and every thing stood and drew as 
in the trade winds. The leading French vessels were war- 
ing and increasing their distance to leeward, and it would 
require an hour for them to gel up near enough io be at all 
dangerous in such weather, while till the rest were follow? 
ing, regardless of the two that continued their luff. The 
Chloc had already got round, and, hiding the wind, was 
actually coming up to windward of her own line, though 
under a press of canvass that nearly buried her. The Ac- 
tive and Driver wcro in their stations, as usual ; one on the 
weather beam, aral the other on the weather bow ; while the 
Druid had got so near as to show her hull, closing fast, 
with square yards. 

" That is either a very hold, or a very obstinate fellow , 
he, who commands the two ships ahead of vis," observed 
Greenly, as he siood at the vice-ad rmral's side, and just as 
the latter terminated his survey. iL What object tan he pos- 
sibly have in braving three times, his fuico in a gale liki.r 
this?" 

"If it were an Englishman, C reerdy, we should call him 
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a ,iero! By taking a must out of one of us, he might cause 
the loss of the ship, or compel us to engage double our force. 
Do not blame him, but help me, rather, to disappoint him. 
Now, listen, and see all done immediately." 

Sir Gci'vaise then explained to the caoiain what his inten- 
tions really were, first ordering, himself, (a very unusual 
course for one of his habits,) the first lieutenant, to keep the 
skip off as much as practicable, without dooming to wish to 
do so; but, as the orders will be explained incidentally, in 
the course of the narrative, it is not necessary to give them 
here. Greenly then went below, leaving Sir Gervaise, 
Hunting, and their auxiliaries, iu possession of the poop. A 
private signal had been bent on some li-l.le time, and it was 
now hoisted. In about five minutes it was read, understood, 
and answered by all the ships of the fleet. Sir Gervaise 
rubbed his hands like a man who was delighted, and ho 
beckoned to Bury, who had (he trumpet on the quarter-deck, 
to join him on the poop. 

"Did Captain Green; y let you into our plot, Bury," asked 
the vice-admiral, in high <:ixm.I- humour, as soon as obeyed. 
"1 saw he spoke to you in going below?" 

" He only fold me. Sir Gervaise, to edge down upon tbe 
Frenchmen as close as I could, and (bis we are doing, I 
think, as Hist as mounsheer" — Bury was an Anglo-Gallican 
— "will at all like." 

"Ah ! there old Parker sheers bravely to leeward ! Trust 
to him to lie in the right place. The Carnatic went fifty 
fathoms out of the line at that one twist. The Thunderer 
end Warspite too! Never was a signal more beautifully 
obeyed. If the Frenchmen don't lake die alarm, now, every. 
thing will be to our minds." 

By this time, Bury began io understand the manoeuvre. 
Each alternate ship of the English was sheering fast to lee- 
ward, forming a weather and a lee line, with increased in- 
tervals between tbe vessels, while all of them were edging 
rapidly away, so as greai.lv to near the enemy. It was ap- 
parent now, indeed, tba! the J.'laii^ii'.one;. herself must pass 
within a hundred (lit horns of the Scipio, and that iu less 
than two minutes. The delay in issuing (he orders for this 
evolution was in favour of its success, inasmuch as it did 
not. give the enemy time for deliberation. Tho Comto dp 
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Chelincourt, in fact, did not detect it ; or, at least, did not 
foresee the consequences ; though both were quite apparent 
to the more experienced capitainti dc frigate astern. It 
was loo late, or the latter would have signalled his superior 
to put him on his guard ; but, as things were, there remain- 
ed no alternative, apparently, but to run the gauntlet, and 
trust all to the chances of battle. 

In a moment like that we are describing, events occur 
much more rapidly than they can be related. The Plan- 
tagenet was now within pistol-shot of le Scipion, and on 
her weather-bow. At that precise- instant, when the bow- 
guns, on both sides, began to play, the Curualic, then nearly 
in a line with the enemy, made a rank sheer to leeward, and 
drove on, opening in the very act with lie r weather-bow 
guns. The Thunderer and Warspife imitated this manoeu- 
vre, leaving the Frenchman 'lie cheerless prospect of being 
attacked on both sides. It is not to be concealed that M. 
de Chelincourt was considerably disturbed by this sudden 
change in his situation. That which, an instant before, had 
the prospect of being a chivalrous, but extremely liaziU'duus, 
passage in front of a formidable enemy, now began lo as- 
sume the appearance of something very like destruction. 
It was too late, however, to remedy the evil, and the young 
Comte, as brave a man as existed, determined to face it 
manfully. He had scarcely time to utter a few cheering 
sentiments, in a dramatic manner, to those on the quarter- 
deck, when the English (lag-ship came sweeping past in a 
cloud of smoke, and a blaze of lire. His own broadside 
was nobly returned, or as much of it as the weather per- 
mitted, but the smoke of both discharges was still driving 
between his masts, when the dark hamper of the Carnatic 
glided into the drifting canopy, which was made to whirl 
back on the devoted Frenchman in another torrent of flame. 
Three times was this fearful assault renewed on the Scipio, 
at intervals of about a minute, (he iron hurricane first com- 
ing from to windward; and 'ben seeming to be driven back 
from to leeward, as by its own rebound, leaving no breath- 
ing time to meet it. The effect was completely to silence 
her own fire ; for what between the power of the raging ele- 
ments, and the destruction of the shot, a species of wild and 
blood-fraught contusion look the place of system and order. 
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Her decks were covered with killed and wounded, among 
the latter o ' whom was l.lie ( '"rale de (Jhelincourt, whiic or- 
ders were given and countermanded in a way to render them 
useless, if not incoherent. From the time when the Plan- 
tagenct fired her first gun, to that when the Warspito fired 
her last, was just live minutes by the watch. It seemed an 
hour to the French, and hut a niSment to their enemies. 
One hundred and eighty-two men and boys were included 
in !lie casualties o:" these feeiviiiig momenta on hoard the 
Scipion alone; and when thai ship issued slowly from the 
scene of havoc, more by the veloeily of her assailants in 
passing than by her own, the foremast, was all that stood, 
the remainder of her spars d raisins: under her fee. To cut 
the last adrift, and to run off nearly belbre the wind, in or- 
der to save the spars forward, and to get within the cover 
of her own fleet, was all that could now be done. It ma) 
as well be said here, llint these two objects were effected. 

The Plantagenet had received damage from the fire of 
lier opponent. Some ten or fifteen men were killed and 
wounded ; her main-top-sail was split by a shot, from clew 
to caring; one of the mianer- masters was carried from the 
poop, literally drained overboard by the sinews that con- 
nected head and body; and .several of the spurs, with a 
good deal of rigging, required to be looked to, on account 
of injuries. But no one thought of these things, except as 
they were connected with present and pressing duties. Sir 
Gervaise got a sight of la Vicloire, some hundred and 
twenty fathoms ahead, just as the roar of the Carnatic's 
guns was rushing upon his ears. The French commander 
saw and understood the extreme jeopardy of Ins consort, 
and he had already put his helm hard up. 

'■ Starboard — starboard hard, Bury 1" shouted Sir Ger- 
vaise from the poop. ".Damn him, run him aboard, if he 
dare hold en long enough to meet us." 

The lieutenant signed with his hand that the order was 
understood, and the helm being put up, the ship went whirl- 
ing ofFto leeward on Ibe summit of a hill of foam. A cheer 
was heard struggling in the tempest, and glancing over his 
left shoulder, Sir (iervalso perceived ihe (.'arnatic shooting 
out of the smoke, and imitating his own movement, by 
making another and still ranker sheer to leeward. At the 
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same moment she set her mainsail elose-reefed, as if deter- 
mined to outstrip her antagonist, and maintain her (station. 
None but a prime seaman could have done such a thing so 
steadily aud so well, in the midst of the wild baste and con- 
fusion of such a scene. Sir (iervaise, now not a hundred 
yards from the Carnatic, waved high his hat in exultation 
and praise; and old Parker, alone on his own poop, bared 
his grey hairs in acknowledgment, of the compliment. All 
litis time the two ships drove; mildly ahead, while the crash 
and roar of the 1 battle was heard astern. 

The remaining French ship was well and nimbly han- 
dled. As she came: round she unavoidably sheered towards 
her enemies, and tSir Gervaise found it necessary to coun- 
termand his last order, and to crime- swiftly up to the wind, 
both to avoid her raking broadside, and to prevent running 
into his own consort. But the Carnatic, having a little 
more room, first kep! oil", and then came to the wind again, 
as soon as the Frenchman hail tired, in a way to compel him 
to haul up on the other tack, or to fill fairly aboard. Al- 
most at the same instant, the Plantagenet closed on his 
weather quarter and raked. Parker had got abeam, and 
pressing nearer, he compelled la Vjcloire to haul her bow- 
lines, bringing her completely between two fires. Spar went 
after spar, and bring left with nothing shading but the lower 
masts, the Plantagenet and Carnatic could not prevent them- 
selves from passing their victim, i hough each shortened sail; 
the first being already witlioi.it. a topsail. Their places, how- 
ever, were immediately supplied by the Achilles and the 
Thunderer, both ships having hauled elosvn their staysails 
to lessen their way. As the Blenheim and Warspite were 
quite near astern, and an eighteen-pound shot had closed 
the earthly career of (he poor cii-pitainc. tie frigate, his suc- 
cessor in command deemed it prudent i.o lower his ensign ; 
after a resistance that in its duration was unequal to the 
promise of its commencement. Still the ship had suffered 
materially, anej had fifty of her crew among the casualties. 
Of course, this submission terminated the combat, for the 
moment. 

Sir Gervaisc Oakes bad now leisure, and, as the smoke 
soon cleared before the gale, opportunity, to look about him. 
Most of the Fn neh ships hael got round ; hut, besides being 
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quite as far astern, when they should get up abeam, sup- 
posing himself to remain where he was, they would be at 
very long gun-shot dead to leeward. To remain where ho 
was, however, formed no part of his plan, for he was fully 
resolved to maintain all his advantage,. The great difficulty 
was to take possession of hirn prize, the sea running so high 
as to render it questionable if a boat would live. Lord Mor- 
g;mie, however, was just of nil age and a temper a nn ait to 
bring thai q'.;cs;ioti to a speedy issue. Being on the weather- 
beam of la Victoive, as her ilag came down, he ordered his 
own first lieutenant into the la rgt.u" cutter, and putting half-a- 
dozen marines, will) the proper crew, into the boat, it was 
soon seen dangling in the air over the cauldron of the ocean; 
the oars on-end. To lower, iel go, and unhook, were the 
acts of an instant ; (he oars Jell, and the boat was swept 
away to leeward. A commander's commission depended on 
his success, and Daly made desperate (-(forts to obtain it. 
The prize offered a lee. and the L'rench, wuh a national be- 
nevolence, courtesy, and magnanimity, thai would scarcely 
have been imitated had matters been veve.sed, threw ropes 
to their conquerors, to help to rescue them from a very awk- 
ward dilemma. The men did succeed in getting into the 
prize ; but the boat, in the end, was sieve and lost. 

The appearance of the rad flag «i~ England, the symbol 
of his own professional rank, iti.id worn by most under his 
own orders, over the white ensign of France, was the sign 
to Sir Gervaisc that 'he prize-o dicer was in possession. He 
immediately made (he signal, for the fleet to follow the mo- 
tions of the commander-in-chief. By this time, his own 
mainsail, close- reefed, had taken the place of the torn top- 
sail, and the Plantagenet led off to the southward again, a;; 
if nothing unusual had occurred. Daly had a quarter of an 
hour of extreme exerlion on board the prize, before he could 
get her fairly in motion as he desired; but, by dint of using 
the axe freely, he cut the wreck adrift, and soon had la Vic- 
toire liberated from that, incumbrance. The fore-sail and 
fore and mizzen staysails were on the ship, and the mainsail, 
close-reefed also, was about to be set, to drag her from the 
melee of her foes, when her ensign came down. By getting 
[he tack of the latter aboard, and the sheet aft, he would have 
fill the canvass set the gale would allow, and to this all. 
30 
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essential po ni. lie directed bis wils. To ride down the mails- 
tack of a two-decked ship, in n gale of wind, or what fell 
little short of a veal gale, was not lo be undertaken will] 
twenty men, the extent of Daly's command; and he had 
recourse to the assistance of his enemies. A good-natured, 
iacetious Irishman, himself, wiih a smattering of French, he 
soon got lorry or iiliy of the prisoners in a sufficient iiumoi.u 
to lend their aid, and 'ho sy.il was set, though not wilboul 
great risk of its splitting. From this moment, la Victoire 
was heller off, as respeercd I ho ga.'.e and keeping a weathei'ly 
position, than any of the English ships; inasmlleh as she 
could carry all (lie canvass the wind permitted, while she 
was relieved from the drill, inseparable from much hamper 
aloft. The effect, indeed, was visible in the first hour, to 
Daly's great delight and exultation. At the end of that 
period, he found himself quite a cable's- length to windward 
of the line, and this simply because he had not made the 
customary" set to leeward. But in relating this last particular, 
events have been a litilo anticipated. 

Greenly, who had gone below lo attend lo the batteries, 
which were not worked wilbout great difficulty in so heavy 
a sea, and to bo in readiness lo open the lower ports should 
occasion offer, reappeared nu deck just as the commander- 
in-chief showed the signal for the ships to follow his own 
motions. The hoe was soon tbnued, as mentioned, arid ere 
long it became apparent that the prize could easily keep in 
her station. "As most of the day was still before him, Sir 
Gervaise had little doubt of being able to secure the latter, 
ere. night should come to render it indispensable. 

The vice-admiral and his capiain shook bands cordially 
on the poop, and the former pointed out to the latter, with 
hones* exultalion, 'he result of his own Isold ruanceuvres. 

"We've clipped the wings of two of them," added Sir 
Gervaise, " and have fairly bagged a third, my good friend ; 
and, God willing, when Bhiowater joins, there will not be 
much difficultly with the remainder. I cannot see that any 
of our vessels have suffered much, and 1 set them al! down 
as sound. There's been time for a signal of inability, that 
curse to an admiral's evolutions, but no one seems disposed, 
to make it. If we reallv escape that nuisance, it will bo the 
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" Hall-a-dozcn yards may be crippled, and no one the 
worse for it, in this heavy weather. Were we under a press 
nf canvass, it would be a dillereui mallei' ; but, now, so long 
ns the main sticks stand, we shall probably do well enough. 
I can find no injury in ray own ship that may not be rente 
died at sea." 

"And she has had the worst of it. 'Twas a decided 
thing, Greenly, to engage such an odds in a gale; but we 
owe our success, most probably, to the audacity of tho 
attack. Had the enemy believed i': possible, it is probable 
he would have frustrated it. Well, Master Gaileygo, I 'm 
glad to sec you unhurt ! What is your pleasure V 

"Why, Sir Jarvy, I've two opportunities, as a body 
might say, on the poop, just now. One is to shake hands, 
as we always does u'tcr a brush, you knows, sir, and to look 
a'lei each other's health ; and the other is to report a mis- 
fortiu- that will bear hard on this day's dinner. You see, 
Sir Jarvy, I had the dead poultry slim;:: in a net, over the 
live stock, to be out of harm's way ; well, sir, a shot cut the 
lanyard, and let all the chickens down by the run, in among 
the gun-room grantors ; and as they never half feeds thorn 
hanimals, there isn't as much left of the birds as would 
make a meal lor a sick young gentleman. To my notion, 
no one ought to have live stock but the commands rs-in- 

" To the devil with you and the stock 1 Give me a shake 
of the hand, and bad; into your top— how came you, sir, to 
quit your quarters without leave J" 

"I didn't, Sir Jarvy. Seeing how things was a going 
on, among the pigs, for our top hovertooks the awful scone, 
I axed the young gentleman to let me come down to con- 
dole wilb your honour ; and as they always lets me do as 
1 axes, in such matters, why down I come. We has had 
one rattler in at our top, howsever, that came nigh to clear 
us all out on it!" 

"Is any spar injured?" asked Sir Gervaise, quickly. 
"This must be looked to — hey-! Greenly?" 

" Not to signify, your honour ; not to signify. One of 
them French cigh'eens aboard the prize just cocked its nose 
up, as the ship lurched, and let fly a round 'un and a grist 
of grape, right into our faces. I see'd it coming and sung 
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out ' scaldings ? and 't was well I did. We all ducked in 
lime, and the round 'un cleared everything, but a handful 
of the marbles are planted in [lie head of the mast, malting 
the spar look like a plum-pudding, or a fellow with the 
small-pox." 

"Enough of this. You are excused from returning to 
the top; — -and, Greenly, beu.i lire retreat. Bunting, show 
the signal for the forma from quarters. Let the ships pipe 
to breakfast, if they will." 

This order affords a iu.ii- picture of the strange admixture 
of feelings and employments that diameter ize the ordinary 
life of a ship. At one moment, its inmates find themselves 
engaged in scene.-; of wild magnificence, and fierce confusion, 
while at the next l.hey revert to (he mast familiar duiics of 
humanity. The crews of the whole fleet now retired from 
the guns, and immediately after they were seated around 
their kids, indulging ravenously in the food for which the 
exercise of the morning had given keen appetites. Still 
there was something of ihe sternness ol" battle in the merri- 
ment of this meal, and the few jokes that passed were sea- 
soned with a bitterness that is not usual among the light- 
hearted followers of the sea. Here and there, a mess-mato 
was missed, and the vacancy produced some quaint and 
even pathetic allusion to his habits, or to the manner in 
which he met his death ; seamen usually treating the ravages 
of this great enemy of the race, after the blow has been 
struck, with as much solemnity and even tenderness, as 
they regard his approaches with levity. It is when spared 
themselves, that Ihey most regard (be destruction of battle 
A man's standing in a ship, too, carries great weight with 
it, at such times ; the loss of the quarter-master, in particu- 
lar, being much regretted in the Plantagcnet. This man 
messed with a portion of the petty officers, a set of men 
altogether more thoughtful and grave than the body of the 
crew; and who met, when they assembled around ihoir 
mess-chest, that morning, with a sobriety and even stern- 
ness of mien, that showed how much in the management 
of the vessel had depended on their individual exertions. 
Several minutes elapsed in ihe particular mess of the dead 
man, before a word was spoken : all eating with -appetites 
'.hat were of proof, but no one breaking the silence. At 
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ength an old quayier-gunner, named Tom Sponge, who 
generally led the discourse, said in a sort of half-inquiring, 
half- regretting, way — 

"I suppose there's no great use in asking why -lack 
Glass's spoon is idle, this morning. They says, them fore- 
castle chaps, that they see'd his body streaming out over 
the starboard quarter, as if it had been the fly of one of his 
own ensigns. How was it, Ned? you was thereaway, and 
ought to know all about it." 

"To be sure I does," said Ned, who was Bunting's re- 
maining assistant. " I was there, as you says, and see'd as 
much of it as a man can see of what passes between a poor 
fellow and a shot, when they comes together, and that not 
in a very loving manner. It happened just as we come up 
on the weather beam of that first chap — him as we winded 
so handsomely among us. Well, Sir Jarvy had clapped a 
stopper on the .signals, seeing- as we had got fairly info the 
smoke, and Jack and J was a looking about us for the mus- 
kets, not knowing but a chance might turn tip to chuck a 
little lead into some of the party-woes; and so says Jack, 
says he, 'Ned, you 'a got my musket; — (as I had, sure 
enough) — -and says he, ' Ned, you 's got my musket; but 
no matter arter all, as they 're much of a muchness.' So 
when he 'd said this, he lets fly ; but whether he hit any- 
body, is more than I can say. If he did, 'twas likely a 
Frenchman, as he shot tiiat-n-way. ' Now,' says Jack, say., 
he, ' Ned, as this is your musket, you ran load it, and hand 

over mine^and 1 'II sheet home another of the h s. Well, 

at that moment the Frenchman lilted ibr'ard, on a heavy 
swell, and let drivm at us, with all his forecastle guns, fired 
as it viiiyii! be with one priming — " 

"That was had gunnery," growled Tom Sponge, "as it 
racks a ship woundily." 

" Yes, they'se no judgment in ships in general. Well, 
them French twelves arc spiteful guns : and a little afore 
they fired, it seemed to me I heard something give Jack a 
rap on the cheek, !b:ir sounded as if a fellow's ear was boxed 
with a clap of thunder. I looked up, and there was Jack 
streaming out like the fly of the ensign, bead foremost, with 
the body lowing after it by strings in the neck." 

"I thought when a fellow's head was shot off," put in 
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another qniuler-niasi.er named Bee. lkirrtr), " that tlie boilv 
was left in tin; ship while, only the truck went I" 

" That comes of not seeing them things, Ben," rejoined 
! he eye-witness. " A fellow's head is stayed in its berth 
just like a ship's mast. There's lor'ard and back-stays, 
and shrouds, all's one as aboard here,- the only difference 
is that the lanyards are a little looser, so as to give a man 
mora play for his head, than it might ho safe to give to a 
mast. When a fellow makes a how, why iie only comes 
up a little aft, and bowses on the Ibre-slay, and now and 
then you falls in with a chap that is stayed altogether too 
far for'ard, or who 's got a list perhaps from having the 
shrouds set up too taut to port, or to starboard." 

"That sounds reasonable," put in the (|iiartcr-gunnor, 
gravely ; " I 've seen such uroggers myself." 

" If you 'd been on the poop an hour or too ago, you 'd 
ha' seen more on it ! Now, there's all our marines, their 
back-stays have had a fresh pull since they were launched, 
and, as for their captain, 1 '11 warrant you, he had a luff 
upon luff!" 

"I've heard the carpenter overhauling them matters," 
remarked . Sam Wad, another quarier-gunner, " and he 
chalked it all out by the square and compass. It seems 
reasonable, too." 

"If you'd sec;.! Jack's head drying his body overboard 
just like the 1'Yenc.hnan dragging his wreck, under his lee, 
you'd ha' though!, it reasonable. What's a fellow's shoul- 
ders for, hut to give a spread to his shrouds, which lend 
down the neck and are set up under the arms somewhere. 
They says a great deal about the heart, and I reckons it 's 
likely everything is key'd there." 

" Hcarkee, Ned," observed a quarter-master, who knew 
little more than the mess generally, " if what you say is 
true, why don't these .shrouds lead straight from- the head to 
the shoulders, instead of being nil ttieked up under a skin 
in the neck 1 Answer me that, now." 

" Who the devil ever saw a ship's shrouds that wasn't 
eat-harpened in !" exclaimed Ned, with some heat. "A 
pretty hand a wife would make of it, in putting her arms 
around a ftllow's neck if the rigging spread in the way you 
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mean! Them things is ji.I1 settled ueeordiii' to reason when 
a chap's keel 's laid." 

This last argu merit seemed to dispose of [he matter, the 
discourse gradually turning on, and confining itself to the 
merits of the deceased. 

Sir Gervaise hud directed Gudeygo to prepare his break- 
fast as soon as the people, acre piped to their own ,' but he 
was still detained on dock in consequence of a movement in 
one of his vessels, to which it has now become necessary 
more particularly to recur. 

The appearance of the Druid to the northward, early in 
the morning, will doubtless he remembered by the reader. 
When near enough l.o have it made out, this frigate had 
shown her number; after which she rested satisfied with 
carrying sail much hut'der tlinn any tessel in sight. When 
the Heels engaged, she mnde an eflbrl to set the fore- top-sail, 
close-reefed, but several of the critics in the other ships, 
who occasionally no! iced her movements, fancied that some 
accident must have befallen her, us the canvass was soon 
taken in, and she appeared dispone 1 '.! to remain content with 
the sail carried when first seen. As this ship was materi- 
ally to windward of the line, and who was 1 running the whole 
time a little free, her velocity was much greater than that 
of the other vessels, mid by this lime she had got so near 
that Sir Gervaise observed she was fairly abeam of the 
Plantagenet, and a little to leeward of the Aetive. Of course 
her hull, even to the bottom, as she rose on a sea, was 
plainly visible, and such of her people as were in the tops 
and rigging could bo easily dis'in^uished by the naked eye. 

" The Druid must, ha.ve some commuuie.alion for us from 
the other division of the fleet,'' observed the vice-admiral 'o 
his signal-officer, as they stood watching the movements (■* 
the frigate; " it is a Utile extraordinary Bio wet does not si« 
nal ! Look at the book, and find me a question to put that 
will ask his errand?" 

Bunting was in the act of turning over the leaves of his 
little vocabula.ry of questions and answers, when three or 
ibur dark balls, that Sir Gervaise, by the aid of the glass, 
saw suspended between the frigate's masts, opened into Hags, 
effectually proving that. Blewet was not absolutely asleep. 

"Pour hundred and sixteen, ordinary commi.micatioi" '' 
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observed the vice-admiral, with his eye still at the glass. 
"Look up thiil. IjLuiiinj;, and let us know what it means." 

" The commander-in-chief — wish to speak him !" read 
Bunting, in the customary formal manner in which he an 
flounced the purport of a signal. 

"Very well— answer : then make the Druid's numoej 
lOcome within hail ! The fellow Iims got cloth enough spread 
to travel two feet to our one ; let him edge away and come 
under our lee. Speaking will be rather close work to-day.' 

" I doubt if a ship can come near enough to make her 
self heard," returned the other, " though the second lieuten- 
ant of that ship never uses a trumpet in the heaviest wea- 
ther, they tell me, sir. Our gents .say bis father was a 
towu-cricr, and that he has inherited the family estate." 

" Ay, our gents arcs a set of saucy fellows, as is usually 
lite ease when Ihere isn't work enough aboard." 

" You should make a little allowance, Sir Gervaise, for 
being in the ship of a ssicee.srifi.il commander-in-chief. That 
makes us all carry weather- helms among the other messes." 

"Up with your signal, sir; up with your signal. 1 shall 
be obliged to order Greenly to put you upon watcli-and- 
watch for a month, in order to bring you down to the old 
level of manners." 

"Signal answered, already. Sir Gervaise. By the way, 
sir, I 'II lhank you to request Captain Greenly to give me 
another quarter-master. It 's nimble work for us, when 
there is anything serious to do." 

" You shall have him, Hunting," returned the vice-admi- 
ral, a shade passim; over his face for the moment. 

" I had missed p<>0<' .lack Glass, and from seeing a spot 
of hlood on the poop, (messed bis fate. I fancied, indeed, I 
heard a shot strike somei'iln^ behind me." 

" It struck the poor fellow's head, sir, and made a noise 
as if a butcher were felling an ok." 

" Well— well — let us try to forget it, until something can 
he done for his son, who is one of the side boys. Ah! 
Here's Blewet keeping away in earnest. How the deuce he 
is to speak us, howo\er, is more than I can tell." 

Sir Gervaise now' sent a message to his captain to say 
that he desired his presence. Greenly soon appeared, and 
was made acquainted with the intention of the Druid, as 
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well as with the purport of the last signals. By this time, 
the rent main- top-sail was mended, ami the captain suggested 
it should be set a«a!n, dose- reefed, as before, and that the 
mainsail should bo taken in. This would lessen the Planta- 
genet's way, which ship was sensibly drawing ahead of" her 
consorts. Sir Gervaisc assenting, the change was made, 
and the effects wore soon apparent, not only in the move- 
ment of the ship, but in her greala- ease and steadiness of 
motion. 

It was not IoLip before tiio Druid was within a hundred 
fathoms of the (lag-ship, on her weather-quarter, shoving 
(he brine before her in a way k> denote a fearful momentum. 
It was evidently the i men lion of ( -a plain filowet to cross the 
l'l an tage net's storn, and to luff up under her lee-quarter ; the 
safest point at which ho could approach, in so heavy a swell, 
provided it were done with discretion. Captain Blewet had 
u reputation for handling his frigate like a boat, and the oe- 
casion was one which would bo likely to awaken all his 
desire to sustain the character he h;al already earned. Still 
no one could imagine bow he was to come near enough to 
make a communication of any length. The stentorian lungs 
of the second lieutenant, however, might effect it; and, as 
the news of the cn peeled hull parsed Ihm^gh the ship, many 
who had remained below, in apathy, while the enemy was 
close under their lee, came on deck, curious to witness what 
was about to pass. 

"Hey! Atwood '?" exclaimed Sir Gervaisc, for the little 
excitement had brought the secretary up from the com- 
mander-in-chief's cabin ; — " what js lilcwet at? The fellow 
cannot mean to set a studding-sail !" 

" He is running out a boom, nevertheless, Sir Gervaise, 
or my thirty years' experience el' nautical things have been 
thrown away." 

"He is truly rigging out his wciitlier fore -topmast-stud- 
ding- sail -boom, sir!" added Greenly, in a tone of wonder. 

" It is out," rejoined (ho vice-admiral, as one would give 
emphasis to the report of a calamity. " Hey ! — what ; Isn 1 ! 
that a man they're running up to the end of it, Bunting 
Level your glass, and let us know- at once." 

" A glass is not necessary to make out that much, Si/ 
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Gervaise. It is a mini, beyond a doubt, and there he hangs 
at. (be boom-olid, as if sentenced by a !:euoral court-mnrlial.." 
Sir Gervaise now suppressed every expression oi' surprise, 
and his reserve was i mi later J. quite its a matter of course, by 
the twenty officers, who, by litis time, bad assembled on the 
poop. The Druid, keeping away, approached rapidly, and 
had soon crossed ibe f!ag-ship 7 s wake. Here she came by 
the wind, and favoured by ibe momentum with which she 
had come down, and the addition of the mainsail, drew 
heavily but sleadily up on her lee-i.pNirU.a-. lioih vessels 
being close-hauled, it was not difficult steering; and by 
watching the helms closely, it would have been possible, 
perhaps, notwithstanding the heavy sea, to have brought the 
two hulls within ten yards of each other, and no harm should 
eomc of it. This was nearer, however, than it was neces- 
sary to approach; the studding-sail-boom, with the man 
suspended on the end of it, projecting twice that distance 
beyond the vessel's bows. Still it was nice work; and 
while yet some thirty or forty feet from the perpendicular, 
the man on the boom-end made a sign for attention, swung 
a coil of line he held, and when he saw hands raised ft 
catch it, he made a cast. A lieutenant caught the rope, and 
instantly hauled in the slack. As the object was now under- 
stood, a dozen others laid bold el" Ibe line, and, at a common 
signal, when those on board Ihe I'laniagenet hauled in 
strongly, the people of the Druid lowered away. By this 
simple, but united movement, the man descended obliquely, 
leaping out of the bowline in which he had sat, and casting 
the whip adrift. Shewing himself to gain his fooling, fie 
raised his cap and bowed to Sir Cervaise, who now saw 
Vfychedy Wycheijonibc on his poop. 
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" Yet weep nut limn — the s,l. 
O victors ol" l J !ii'i;>!)i ! niii] 
Iin1.li viohhil jiiiltut: to us :- 
l',y uao 6U:::j '.■onliiul must 



3 the people of the l'lantugeoet, who had so fai 
n discipline, when (lie/ ] >c reei veil a man hang- 
ing at the end oi' I he studding-sail-boom, as to appear in the 
rigging, on the booms, and on the guns, to watch the result, 
saw the stranger salely landed on the peon, they lifted their 
hats and caps, and, as one voice, greeted him with three 
cheers. The ollicers smiled til this outbreak of feeling, and 
the violation of usa^e was forgo; ten ; the rigid discipline of 
a man-of-war even, giving way occasionally to the sudden 
impulses of natural feeling. 

As the Druid approached the flag-ship, Captain Blewel 
had appeared in her weather miMcn-rigging, conning hia 
vessel in person ; and the order to luff, or keep off", had been 
given by his own voice, or by a gesture of his own hand. 
As soon as he saw Wydierly's leal on the poop of the Plan- 
tagenet, and his active form freed from '.he double-bowline, 
hi which it had been sealed, (lie captain made a wide sweep 
of the arm, to denote his desire to edge a.way ; the helm oi' 
Ihe frigate was borne up bard. and. as I lie two-decker surged 
ahead on the bosom of a sea, the Druid's bows were knocked 
off to leeward, leaving a space of about a hundred feet, 
or more, between the two ships, ns it might be, in an instant. 
The same causes continuing to operate, the Plantagenet 
drove still farther ahead, while the frigate soon came lo the 
wind again, a cable's-loaglh to leeward, and abreast of (he 
spar.e between the admiral and his second, astern. Hera, 
Captain IJIewet seemed disposed to wait for further orders. 

Sir Gervaiee Oakea was not accustomed to betray any 
surprise he might feel at little events lhat occurred oh duty. 
He returned the how of Wycherly, coolly, and then, with- 
out question or play of feature, tuned his eyes on the fur- 
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ther movements of the Druid. Satisfied that all was right 
with the frigate, ho directed the messenger lo follow him, and 
went below himself, leaving Wycherly to obey as fast as 
thfi many inquiries ho hud to answer as he descended the 
ladders would allow. Atwood, an .interest r:d observer of what 
had passed, noted that Captain Greenly, of all present, was 
the only person who seemed indillerent to the nature of the 
communication the stranger might bring, though perhaps 
the only one cnlitled by rank to put an interrogatory. 

"You have come n board of us in a novel, and extraordi- 
nary mode, Sir Wycherly Wyehecombe 1" observed the 
vice-admiral, a little severely, as soon as he found himself 
in his own cabin, alone with the lieutenant, 

" It was the plan of Captain Rlewet, sir, and was really 
the only one that seemed likely lo succeed, for a boat could 
scarcely live. I trust the success of the experiment, and 
the nature of the eominiinications I may bring, will be 
thought siii'ikient e\euses ibr the want of ceremony." 

" It is the first time, .since the days of the Conqueror. 1 
fancy, that an English vice-admiral's ship has heen boarded 
so cavalierly ; but, as you say, the ei re u instances may jus- 
tify the innovation. What is your errand, sir?" 

" This letter, 1 presume, Sir Gervaise, will explain itself. 
1 have little to say in addition, except to report that the 
Druid has sprung her lorcciast in carry big sail to close with 
you, and that we have not lost a moment since Admiral 
Bluewater ordered us to parr company with himself." 

"You sailed on board the Cresar, then?" asked Sir Ger- 
vaise, a great deal mollified by the zeal for service in a 
youth, situated ashore, as be knew Wycherly to be. "You 
left her, u-'iih this letter V 

" I did, Sir Gervaise, at Admiral Blnewator's command." 

" Did you go aboard the Druid boom-thshion, or was that 
peculiar style reserved lor i.ho commander-in-chief?" 

" I left the C&sar in a boat, Sir Gervaise ; and though we 
were much nearer in with the coast, where the wind has not 
the rake it has here, and the strength of the gale had not 
then come, we were nearly swamped." 

" If a true Virginian, you would not have drowned, 
Wychecc-mhe," answered the vice-admiral, in better humour. 
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" You Americans swim like cork. Excuse mo, while I read 

what A(hiiii , ;il lilucwa'cr bus to say." 

Sir Gervaise had received Wycherly in the great cabin, 
standing at the table which was lathed in its centre. He 
would have been puzzled himself, perhaps, to have given 
the real reason why be motioned l.u the young man to take 
a chair, while he went into what he called his " drawing- 
room ;" or the beautiful little apartment between the two 
state-rooms, ait, which was fitted with an elegance that 
might have been admired in a more permanent dwelling, 
and whither he always withdrew when disposed to reflection. 
It was probably eonuec.ted, however, with a latent appre- 
hension of the rear-admii'ars political bias, for, when by 
himself, be paused fully a minute before he opened the let- 
ter. Condemning tins hesitation as unmanly, he broke the 
seal, however, and read the: contents of a letter, which was 
couched in the following terms : 

" My dear Oa!<es :— Since we parted, my mind has un- 
dergone some violent misgivings as to the course duty re- 
quires of me, in this great crisis. One hand — one heart — 
one voice even, may decide the late of England! In such 
circumstances, all should listen to the voice of conscience, 
and endeavour to foresee the consequences of their own acts. 
Confidential agents are in the west of England, and one of 
them I have seen. By his communications I find more de- 
pends on myself than I eonid have imagined, and move on 
the movements of M. de Vervillin. Do not be too sanguine 
— take time for your own decisions, and grant me time ; for 
I feel like a wretch whose (are must soon be sealed. On no 
account engage, because you think this division near enough 
to sustain you, but at least keep off until you hear from me 
more positively, or we can meet. I find it equally hard to 
strike a blow against, my rightful prince, or to desert my 
friend. For God's sake act. pi-idently, and depend on sce- 
iny; me in the course of the next, twenty-four hours. I shall 
keep well to the eastward, in the hope of Jailing in with you, 
as I feel satisfied de, Vervillin has nothing to do very far 
west. I may send some vorb.il message by the bearer, for 
my thoughts come slie.'.irishly, end with great reluctance. 
"Ever yours, Richard Blue water." 

31 
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Sir Gervaise Oakes read i.tiis letter twice with great de- 
liberation ; then he crushed it in his hand, as one wom' ' 
strangle a deadly .'serpent. Not satisfied with this mannest- 
ation of distaste, he tore tin: letter into pieces so small as to 
render it impossible to imagine, its contend, opened a cabin- 
window, and threw the i'ragments into the ocean. When 
he fancied that every si : iti ol" his friend's weakness had thus 
been destroyed, lie began to pace the cabin in bis usual man- 
ner. Wycherly heard his step, and wondered at the delay ; 
but his duty compelled him to puss an uncomfortable half- 
hour in silence, ere the deer opened, and Sir Gervaise ap- 
peared. The latter had suppressed the signs of distress, 
though the lieutenant could perceive he was unusually iiiix- 

" Did the rear-admiral send any message, Sir Wycher- 
ly ?" inquired Sir Gervaise ; "in his letter he would seem 
to refer me to seine verbal explanations from yourself." 

"I am ashamed to say, sir, none that I can render very 
intelligible. Admiral Blue water, certainly, did make a few 
communications that 1 was to repeat, but when wo had part- 
ed, by some extraordinary del! nets of iny own I fear, 1 find 
it is out of my power to give them any very great distinct 
ness or connection." 

" Perhaps the limit is less your own, sir, than his. Blue- 
water is addicted to fits of absence of mind, and then he has 
no reason to complain that others do not understand him, 
as he does not always underslatid himself." 

Sir Gervaise said this with a little glee, for he was great- 
ly delighted at lint.liuy: his friend had not. committed himself 
to his messenger. The latter, however, was less disposed to 
excuse himself by such a process, inasmuch as he felt cer. 
tain that the rear-admiral's feelings were in the mailer he 
communicated, let the manner have been wdiat it might. 

"I do not think we can attribute anything to Admiral 
Bhiewater's absence of mind, on this occasion, sir," an- 
swerer] Wycherly, with sjenerous frankness. " His feelings 
appeared to be strongly enlisted in what he said. It might 
have been owing to the strength of these feelings that he was 
a little obscure, but it could not have been owing to indif. 
feiijnce." 
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"1 shall best understand the matter, then, by hearing 
what he did say; sir." 

Wycherly paused, and endeavoured to recall what had 
passed, in a way to make it intelligible. 

" I was frequently i old io caution yois not to engage- the 
French, sir, until the other division had closed, and was 
ready to assist. But, really, whether this was owing to 
some secret information thiit the rear-admiral had obtained, 
or to a natural desire to have a share in the battle, is more 
than I rati say." 

"Each may have had its influence. Was any allusion 
mad'.' to secret intelligence, thill you name it?" 

" I never felt more cause to bo ashamed of my own dull- 
ness, than at this present moment, Sir Gervaise Oakea," 
exclaimed Wycherly, who almost writhed under the awk- 
wardness of his situation; lor lie really began to suspect 
that his own personal grounds of uubnppiness had induced 
him to forget some material part of his message ; — " recenl 
oven's ashore, had perhaps disqualified me lor this duty." 

"It is natural it should be so, my young friend; and as 
3 am acquainted with them all, you can rest satisfied with 
mi' indulgence." 

"All! no— Sir Gervaise, you I; now not half— but, I forget 
myself, sir, and beg your pardon." 

"I have no wish- to pry into your secrets, Sir Wycherly 
Wychecombe, and wo will drop the subject. You may say, 
however, if the rear-ad aura! was in good spirits— as an Eng- 
lish seaman is apt to be, with the prospect of a great battle 
before him." 

" I thought not, Sir Gervaise. Admiral Btuewater to me 
seemed sad, if I may presume to mention it — almost to 
tears, 1 thought, sir, one or twice." 

" Poor' Dick !" mentally ejaculated the vice-admiral ; " he 
never could have made up his mind to desert me without 
great anguish of soul. Was there anything said," speaking 
aloud, " about the fleet of M. de Vervillin 1" 

"Certainly a good deal, si:" and yet am I ashamed to 
say, I scarce know what ! Admiral Bluewater appeared to 
think the Comte fin Vervillin had no intention to strike a 
b.ow at any of our colonies, and with this he seemed to 
connect the idea that thrive would be less necessity for our 
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engaging him. At all events, I cannot be mistaken in his 
wish that you wou.d keep off, sir, until he could close." 

"Ay, and you sec bow instinctively 1 have answered tc 
his wishes !" said Sir Gervaise, smiling a little bitterly. 
" Nevertheless, liad the rear of the fleet been up this morn- 
ing, Sir Wycherly, it might have been a glorious day foe 
England 1" 

"It has been a glorious day. as it is, sir. We, in the 
Druid, saw it all ; and there was not one among us that did 
not exult in the name of Englishman!" 

"What, even to the Virginian, Wycheeombel" rejoined 
Sir Gervaise, greatly gratified with (he natural commenda- 
tion conveyed in the manner and words of the other, and 
looking in a smiling, i'neinily manner, at the young man, 
"I was afraid the hits you got in Devonshire might have 
induced you to sepanue your nationality from that of old 
England. " 

" Even to the Virginian, Sir Gervaise, You have been 
in the colonies, sir, and must know wo do not merit all that 
we sometimes receive, on this side of the Atlantic. The 
king has no subjects more loyal than those of America." 

" I am fully aware of it, my noble lad, and have told the 
king as much, with my own month. But think no more of 
this. If your old uncle diil .'jive you nn occasional specimen 
of true John Bullism, he has left yon an honourable title and 
ft valuable estate. I shall sec that Greenly finds a berth fot 
you, and you will consent to mess with me, I hope. 1 trust 
some time to see you at Bowldero. At present we will go 
on deck ; and if anything that Admiral llluewater has said 
should recur to your mind more distinctly, you will not 
forget to let me know it." 

Wycherly now bowed and left the cabin, while Sir Ger- 
vaise sat down and wrote a note to Greenly to request that 
he would look a little after the comfort of the young man. 
The latter then went on deck, in person. Although he en- 
deavoured to shake o:T the. painful doubts that beset him, 
and to appear as cheerful as became an officer who had just 
performed a briilianl exploit, the vice-admiral found it diffi- 
cult to conceal the shock he had received from Bluewater's 
communication. Certain as he felt of striking a decisive 
blow at the enemy, could he be reinforced with the five 
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ships of the rcur division, he would cheerfully forego the 
triumph of such additional success, to be certain his friend 
did not intend to tarry his disaffection to overt acts. Ha 
found it hard to believe that a man like Blucwatcr could 
really contemplate currying oil' with hirri tbo ships he com- 
manded ; yet he knew the authority hi* friend wielded over 
his captains, and (he possibility of such a step would pain- 
fully obtrude itself on his mind, at moments. " When a 
man can persuade himself into all the nonsense connected 
with the jus dimnum" thought Sir Gervaise, " it is doing 
no great violence to common sense to persuade himself 
into all its usually admitted eon soqum-ic.es." Then, again, 
would interpose his recollections of Bl no water's integrity 
and simplicity of character, to reassure him, and give him 
more cheering hopes for the result. Finding himself thus 
vacillating between hop;; and dread, the commander-in-chief 
determined to drive the matter temporarily from his mind, 
by bestowing his attention on the part of the fleet he had 
with him. Just as this wise resolution was formed, both 
Greenly and vVycherlv appeared on the poop. 

" I am glad to see you with a hungry look, Greenly," 
cried Sir Gervaise, cheerfully ; ''hero has Galleygo just 
been to report his bo.-a.k|hs(, ami, as 1 know your cabin has 
not been put in order since the people left the guns, I hope 
for the pleasure of your company. Kir Wycherly, my gal- 
Jitnt young Virginian, hero, will, lake the third chair, I trust, 
nnd then our party will ho complete." 

The two gentlemen assemble:, the vice-admiral was about 
to lead the way below, when suddenly arresting his foot- 
steps., on the poop-ladder, he said — 

"Did you not toll me', Wyeherombe, that the Druid bad 
sprung her foremast 1" 

" Badly, I boliov-. Sir Gerviiiso. in the hounds. Captain 
l.iiowot carried on his ship fearfully, all night." 

"Ay, he's a fearful fellow v/irh spars, that Tom Blewet. 
I never felt certain of finding ail the sticks in their places, 
on turning out of a vnoming, when bo was with you as a 
lieutenant, Greenly. ITow many jib-booms and top-gallant 
yards did he cost us, in thai cruise oil." (he Cape of Good 
Hope? By Georae. it roust bnve been a dozen, at least!" 

" Not quite as bad as that, Sir Gervaise, though he did 
31* 
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expend two jib-booms ami three !op-galh.mt yards, for me. 
Captain Blcwet has a fast, ship, and lie wishes people to 
know it." 

"And lie has sprung ids 'bromast. find he shall sec 1 
kiiow it 1 Harkee, J.lnii t ill" - , make :he Druid's number to lie 
by the prize; and when that's answered, tell him to take 
charge of the Frenchman, and to wait for further orders. 
1 'II send him to I'lymoulh to get. a now ibfemast, and to see 
the stranger iii. By the way, dors anybody know tlic name 
of the Frenchman — hey ! Greenly?' 

"I cannot tell you, Sir Con-use, though some of our 
gentlemen think it is the -hip iSiul w;;s the admiral's second 
ahead, in our brush oil" Cape Fb.vistcrre. I am not of the 
same opinion, however; lor that vessel had a billet-head, 
and this has a woman figure-head, that looks a little like a 
Minerva, The French have ;i la IViiicrvt:. I think." 

"Not now, Greenly, if this bo she, for she is oars.'" 
Here SivGervaise laughed heariily at his own humour, and 
all near him joined in, as a matter of course. " But la Mi- 
nerve has been a frigate time out of mind. The Goddess 
of Wisdom has never been fool enough to get into a line of 
battle when she has had it in her power to prevent it." 

" We thought the figure-head of the prize a Venus, as 
We passed her in the Di-sid," Wychedy modestly observed. 

" There is a wsy of !o(r.vir.;r, and it shall be tried. When 
you 've done ivilh the Druid, Hunting, ni:d;e the prize's sig- 
nal to repeat her name by telegraph. You know how to 
make a prize's numbe:', 1 suppose, when she has none." 

" 1 confess I do not, Sir Gcrvaise," answered Bunting, 
who had shown by his manner that he was fit a logs. "Hav- 
ing no iiumbei' in oar books, one would be at a &:and how to 
get at her, sir." 

"How would you do it, young man !'' asked Sir Gervaise, 
who all this time was hanging oil to the man-rope of the 
poop-ladder. "Let lis see -how v.ell you've been taught, 

" 1 believe : T i may bo done in (liricront morlea, Sir Ger- 
vaise," Wycherly answered, wilhout any appearance of 
triumph at his superior readiijO:-s, " but the simplest ! know 
is to hoist the French fiag under the Fi;glish, hy way of 
saying for w'lon.i tb.e signal is intended." 
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"Do it, Buiitui^;,"' continued Sir Gervaisc, nodding his 
head as he descended the ladder, " and I warrant you, Dalj 
will answer. What sort of work he will make with the 
frenchman's flays, is another matter. I doubt, too, if he 
had the wit lo carry one of our hooks with him, in which 
ease ho will be at a loss to read our signal. Try him, how- 
ever, Bunting ; an Irishman always lias something to say 
though it bo a bull." 

This order given, Sir Gcrvaiso descended to his cabin. 
In half an hour the parly was scared at tabic, as quietly as 
if nothing unusual had occurred that day. 

" The worst of these hit le brushes which lead to nothing, 
is that they leave as strong a smell of gunpowder in your 
cabin, Greenly, as if a whole fleet had been destroyed," 
observed the vice-admiral good-humouredly, as he began to 
help his guests. " I hope the odour we have here will not 
disturb your appetites, gentlemen." 

" You do this day's success injustice, Sir Gervaise, in 
calling it only a brush," answered the captain, who, to say 
the truth, had fallen io as heartily upon the delicacies of 
Galleygo, as if he had not eaten in twenty-four hours. "At 
any rale, il has brashed the spurs out of two of kirn; Lewis's 
ships, and one of them into our hands ; ay, and in a certain 
sense into our pockets." 

" Quite true, Greenly — quite true ; but what would it 
have been if-—" 

The sudden manner in which the commander-in-chief 
ceased speaking induced his companions to think that he 
had met with some accident in eating or drinking; bolh 
looked earnestly at him, as if to offer assistance. He was 
pale in the face, but he smiled, and otherwise appeared at 

" It is over, gentle-men," sjid Sir Gervaise, gently— 
"we'll think no more of it." 

" I sincerely hope you 'vc not. been hit, sir t" said Green 
ly. "I 've known men hit, who did not discover that they 
were hurt until some sudden weakness has betrayed it." 

" I believe the French have let. me off this time, my good 
friend — yes, I think Ma:: rath will be plugging no shot-holes 
in my hull for this affair. Sir Wycherly, those eggs are 
from your own eslale, Galleygo having laid the manor tin- 
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der contribution for all sorts of good things. Try (hem, 
Greenly, as coming from our friend's property." 

" Sir Wychcrly is a. lucky iellow in hiving an estate," 
said the captain. " Few officers of his rank can boast of 
such an advantage ,' though, now and then, an. old one ia 
better off'." 

" That is true enough — hey ! Greenly 1 The army 
fetches up most of the fortunes ; for your rich fellows like 
good county quarters and county balls. I was a younger 
brother when they sent me. to sea, but ( became a baronet, 
and a pretty warm one too, while! yet it reefer. Poor Josse- 
lin died when I was only sixteen, and at seventeen they 
made me an officer." 

" Ay, and we like you all the better, Sir Gervaise, lor not 
giving us up when the money came. Now Lord Morganic 
was a captain when he .succeeded, and we think much less 
of that" 

"Morganic remains in service, to teach us how to stay 
top-masts and pain; figure-heads ;" observed Sir Gervaise, a 
little drily. " And yet the fellow hand Led his ship well to- 
day; making much better weather of it than I feared he 
would be able to do." 

" I hear wo are likely to get another duke in the navy, 
sir; it's not often we catch one of dial high rank." 

Sir Gervaise cared much less for things of this sort than 
Bluewater, but he naturally cast a glance at the speaker, as 
this was said, as much as to ask whom he meant. 

"They tell me, sir, that Lord Montroso.r, the elder brother 
of the hoy in (lie! Ca'sar, is in a had way, and Lord Geeih'oy 
stands next to the succession. I think there is too much 
stuff" in him to quit us now he is almost lit to get his com- 
mission." 

" True, Bluewater has thai boy of high hopes and pro- 
mise with him, too :" answered Mir Gervaise in a musing 
manner, unconscious of what he said. " God send he may 
not forgot iha!., among other things !" 

"I don't think rank mtikes any difference with Admiral 
Bluewater, or Captain S towel. The nobles are worked up 
in their ship, as well as the humblest reefer of them all. 
Here is Bunting, sir, to tell us something." 
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Sir Geivaise started from a fit of abstraction, and, turn- 
ing, he saw his signal oQ'icei' ready io report. 

"The Druid lias answered properly, Sir Gervaise, rind 
has already liiiu led up so close that 1 think she will luff 
through the line, though it may he astern of the Climatic." 

" And the prize, Bunting'! Have you signalled the prize, 
as I told you to do?" 

"Yes, sir; and she has answered so properly that I make 
no question lite prize- officer look a. book with him. The 
telegraphic signal was answered like the other." 

" Well, what does lie say 1 IJave you found out 'he name 
of the Frenchman ?" 

"That's the difficulty, sir; we are understood, but Mr. 
Daly lias shown something aboard the prize that the quar- 
ter-master swears is a paddy." 

" A paddy !■ — What, he hasn't had himself run up at a 
yard-arm, or stun'sail-boom end) has he — hey? Wye he- 
combe? Daly's an Irishman, and has only to show him- 
self to show a paddy." 

" But this is a sort of an image of some kind or other, 
Sir Gervaise, arid yet it isn't Mr. Daly. I rather think he 
hasn't the flags necessary for our words, and has rigged out 
a sort of a woman, to let us know his ship's name ; for she 
has a woman figure-head, yo-i know, sir." 

" The devil he has ! Well, that will tdrin an era in sig- 
nals. Galleygo, look out at the cabin-window and let me 
know if you can see the prize from them — well, sir, what 's 
the news?" 

" I sees her, Sir Jarvy," answered the steward, "and I 
sees her where no French ship as sails in company with 
British vessels has a right to be. If she's a fathom, your 
honour, she's ii.lly to windward of our line! Quite out of 
her place, as a body might, say, and unreasonable." 

"That's owing to our having (idled the forests of her 
masts, Mr. Galleygo : everv spar l.hut is left helping to put 
her where she is. That prize must be a weatherly ship, 
though, hey ! Greenly? She and her consort were well to 
windward of their own line, or we could never have got 'em 
as. we did. These Frenchmen do turn oil" a weatherly ves- 
sel now *nd then,' — ihat we must all admit." 

" Yes, Sir Jarvy," put in Galleygo, who never let the 
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conversation flag when lie was invited to take a part in it 
"yes, Sir Jarvy, find when they 've turned 'cm off the stocks 
they turns 'em over to ns, commonly, to .-nil 'em. Building 
a craft is one piece of knowledge, nnd sailing her well is 
another." 

"Enough of yc.ji.ir plihosophy, sirrah ; 'oak and ascertain 
if there is anything unusual io be seen hanging in the rig- 
ging of the prize. Unless you show more readiness, I'll 
send one <if the Jlowldei'os to help you." 

These Bowlderos were the servants that Sit' Gervaise 
brought with him from his house, having licen born on his 
estate', and educated as domestics in his own, or his father's 
family; and though long accustomed to a man-of-war, as 
their ambition never rose shove their ordinary service, the 
steward held them exceedingly cheap. A severer punish- 
ment could not be oiiered him, than to threaten to direct one 
of these common menials to do any duty that, in the least, 
pertained to the profession. The present menace had the 
desired effect, Gu.leysvo losing no time in critically examin- 
ing the prize's rigging. 

"I calis nothing extr'ornat'y in a Frenchman's rigging, 
Sir Jarvy," answered I lie steward, as soon as he felt sure 
of his fact; "their dock-men have idees of their own, as to 
such things. Now there is sum'mat hanging at the lee 
fore- yard -arm of that chap, that looks as if it might be a 
top-gallant-stun'sail made up to be sent aloft and set, hut 
which stopped when it got as high as it Is, on finding out that 
there 's no hamper over-head to spread it to." 

"That 'a it, sir," put in Bunting. " Mr. Daly has run 
his woman up to the Ibro-yard-urm, like a pirate." 

" Woman !" repeated Galleygo — " do you call that 'ere 
thing-um-mec a woman, Mr. Buntin"? I calls it a bundle 
of flags, made up to set, if there was anything to set 'em 
to." 

" Tt 's nothing but an Irish woman, Master Galleygo, as 
you 'II see for voursdf. if you 'II level this filass at it." 

" I 1 *!! do that office myself," cried Sir Gervaise. " Have 
yon any curiosity, gentlemen, to read Mr. Daly's signall 
Galleygo, open that weather window, and clear away the 
books and writing-desk, that we may have a look." 

The orders were im mediately obeyed, and the vice-ad. 
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miral was soon sealed examining the odd figure that was 
certainly hanging at the: Ice ibre-yard-arm of the prize; a 
perfect nondescript as regarded ail nanliciU experience. 

" Hang me, if 1 can make anything of it, Greenly," said 
Sir Gervaise, after a long look. " Do you take this seat, 
and try your hand a(. an observation. It resembles a sort 

" Yes, sir," observed Lluuiin<i , ! with the earnestness of a 
man who felt his reputation involved in the issue, " I was 
certain that Mr. Daly has run up the figure to let us know 
the name of the prize, and Unit for want of a telegraph- book 
to signal the letters; and so I made sure of what I was 
about, before I took the liberty to come below and report." 

"And pray what do you make of it, Bunting? The 
figure-head might tell us belter, but that seems to be imper- 
fect." 

" The figure-head has lost ail i's bust, and one arm, by 
a shot,'' said Greenly, tuniing tlio .glass to the object named ; 
" and I can tell Mr. Daly that a part of the gammoning of 
his bowsprit is gone, too! That .ship requires looking to, 
Sir Gervaise ; she 'II have no foremast to-morrow morning, 
if this wind stand 1 Anoiher shot has raked the lower side 
of her fore-top, and carried away half the frame. Yes, and 
there 's been a fellow al work, too — " 

" Never mind the shot — never mind the shot, Greenly," 
interrupted the vice-admiral. "A poor devil like him, 
couldn't have six of us at him, at one.e, and expect to go 
'shot free.' Tell us something of the woman." 

" Well, Sir Gervaise. no doubt Da.lv hus hoisted heir as a 
symbol. Ay, no doubt the ship is the Minerva, after all, for 
(here's something on the bead like a helmet." 

"It never can be the Minerva.," said the vice-admiral, 
positively, " for site. I loel certain, is a frigate. Hand me 
the little book with a red cover, Bunting ; that near your 
hand; it has a list of the enemy's navy. Here it is ' In 
Minerve, 32, la cnjril.trine da frigate, Mondon. Built in 
1793, old and dull.' That settles the Minerva, for this list 
is the last sent us by the admiralty." 

"Then it must be the Pallas," rejoined Greenly, " for 
she wears a helmet, too, and I am certain there is not only 
a cap to resemble a helmet, but a Guernsey frock on the 
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body fo represent armour. Both Minerva and Pallas, if I 

remember right, wore armour." 

" This is coming nearer to the point,-— hey I Greenly," 
the vice-admiral innocently chimed in; "let us look and 
see if the Pallas is a two-decker or not. By George, there 's 
no such name on the list. That's odd, now, that the French 
should have one of these goddesses and not. the other !' : 

"They never has anything right, Sir Jarvy," Galleygo 
thrust in, by way of commentary «u 111 1 -' vie; -admiral's and 
the captain's classical lore ; " and it 's surprising to me that 
they should have any goddess ;il all, seeing that they has 
so little respect ibr religion, in general." 

Wycherly fidgeted, but respect for his superiors kept 
him silent. As for I'lui'itig, 'I was all the same to him, his 
father having been a purser in the navy, and he himself 
educated altogether on board ship, and this, too, a century 

" It might not bo amiss. Sir Gervaise," observed the cap- 
tain, " to work this rule backwards, and jost look over the 
list until we find a two-decked ship that ought to have a 
woman figure-head, which will greatly simplify the matter 
I've known difficult problems solved in that mode." 

The idea struck Sir Gervaise as a good one, and he set 
about the execution of the project in good earnest. Just as 
he came to V Hecate fi4, an exclamation from Greenly 
catJgh'. his attention, and ho Inquired its cause. 

"Look for yourself, Sir Gervaise; unless my eyes are 
good for nothing, Daly is running a hedge up alongside of 

" What, a hedge 1 ?- — Ay, that is intended for an anchor, 
•mA it means Hope, Everybody knows that Hope carries 
an anchor, — hey! Wychecombo ? Upon my word, Daly 
shows ingenuity. Look for the Hope, in that list, Bunting', 
— you will find the English names printed first, in the end 
of the book." 

" ' The Hope, or VEsperance,' " read the signal-officer ; 
" ' 3(1, lee i;api/tu,.<: tle.c friaiih: tier Covrtraii.'' " 

" A single-decked .ship, after all ! This affair is as bad 

tis the d -d mdhis, ashore, there. I'll not be beaten in 

learning, however, hy any Frenchman who ever floated. 
Go below, Locker, and desire Doctor Magrath to step tip 
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here, if he is not occupied witli the wounded. He knows 
more Latin than :i!iy man in the ship." 

" Yes, Sir Jarvy, but this is French, you knows, your 
honour, and isn't as Latin, at all. I expects she '11 turn out 
to have some name as no modest person wishes to use, and 
we shfill have to halter It." 

" Ay, he 's catted his anchor, sure enough ; if the figure 
be not Hope, it must be Faith, or Charity," 

" No fear of them, Sir Jarvy ; the French has no faith, 
nor no charity, no, nor no bowels, as :iny poor fellow knows 
as has ever beezi wrecked on their coast, as once happened 
to me, when a b'y. I looks upon 'em as no better than so 
many beatheners, and perhaps that 's the name of the ship. 
I've seed healhenei's, a hundred times, Sir Jarvy, in that 
soi-i of toggery." 

"What, man, did you ever see a heathen with an anchor? 
— one that will weigh throe hundred, it" it will weigh a 
pound I" 

" Perhaps not, yotir honour, with a downright hanchor, 
hut with sum'mat like a kiltog. But, that 's no hanchor, 
a'ter all, but only a hedge, catted handier- fashion, sir." 

" Here comes Magrath, to help us out of the difficulty ; 
and we 'II propound i he matter to him." 

The vice-admiral now explained the whole affair to the 
sisrgeon, frankly .'id milting- that the elassics of the cabin 
were at fault, and throwing himself on the gun-room for 
assistance. Magrath was not a little amused, as he listened, 
for this was one of his triumphs, and he chuckled not a 
liKle fit the dilemma of Ills superiors. 

" Well, Sir Jairvis," he answered, " ye might do warsc 
than call a council o' war on the matter; but if it's the 
name ye 'II be wanting, 1 can help ye to that, without the 
aids of symbols, and signs, and hyeroglyphics of any sort. 
As we crossed the vessel's wake, a couple of hours since, 1 
reed it on her stent, in Sellers of gold. It 's la Vtctoire, or 
the Victory ; a most unfortunate cognomen lor an unlucky 
ship. She's a French victory, however, ye 'II remember, 
gentlemen I" 

" That must be a misfake, Magrath ; for Daly has shown 
nn anchor, yonder; and Victory carries no anchor." 

" It 's hard to say, veece-admiral, one man's victory bein^ 
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another m 

country." 

Sir Gervaise laughed, invited (In; :;enlletricn to help de- 
molish the break last, and sent orders on deck to hoist the 
answering Jlfijr. At a later day, Daly, when called on for 
an explanation, asserted that the armour and helmet be- 
longed to Victory, as a matter of course ; though he admitted 
that he had at first, forgotten the anehor : '■ but, when I did 
run it up, they read it aboard the ould Planter, as if it had 
been just, so ruueh primmer." 



CIIAPTBE XXV. 

"There's beauty in the deep: — 
The wave is bluer than the sky j 
And, though the light shines bright on high. 
Mure softly Jo tlic'swi.fffjms glow, 
That sparkle in the depths below ; 
Tim rainbow's tint-- an; only made 
When on the waters they are laid. 
And sun and moon mot sweetly s'jtuc 
lijXJVI the ocean's level brine. 
There's beauty in the deep." 



As Daly was the recognised jester of the fleet, his extra- 
irdinary attempt, to announce his vessel's name was receiv- 
ed as a characteristic joke, and i! served to laugh at until 
something better offered. Under the actual circumstances 
of the two squadrons, however, it was soon temporarily for- 
gotten in graver things, for lew helieved the collision that 
had already taken plaee was io .satisfy " until of the known 
temperament of the lommander-in-chief. As the junction 
of the rear division was 'An; only thing wanting to bring on 
a general engagement, as soon ns the wca.llier should mode- 
rate a little, every ship had care (Id look-outs aloft, sweeping 
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.ne horizon constantly with 

though the wind still continued fresh from the same quar 
ter as before. The sea begun to «o down, however, and ai 
eight bells material changes hud ocetirred in the situations 
of both fleets. Some of these it muy ho nceessary lo rnen- 

The ship of the French admiral, lo r'oudroyant, and le 
Scipion, had boon received, as it. might be, in the arms of 
their own fleet, in the manner already mentioned ; and from 
this moment, the movement of the whole force was, in a 
measure, regulated by that of those two crippled vessels. 
'('lie former ship, by means of her lower sails, might have 
continued to keep her station in the line, so long as the gale 
lasted; but the latter unavoidably foil olF, oompolling her 
consorts to keep near, or lo abandon her to her late. M, 
de Vervillin preferred the latter course. The consequences 
were, that, by the time she sun was in the zenith, his line, a 
good deal extended, still, and Jar from regular, was quite 
three leagues to leeward of that of the English. Nor was 
this all: at that important turn in the day, Sir Gervaise 
Oakes was enabled to make sail on fill his ships, setting the 
fore and mizzen- top-sails close-reefed; while la Victoire, a 
fast vessel, was enabled to keep in company by carrying 
whole courses. The French could not imitate this, inas- 
much as one of their (Tippled vessels, had nothing standing 
but a foremast. Sir Gervaise had ascertained, before the 
distance became too great for such observations, that the 
enemy was getting ready to send up new top-masts, and 
the other necessary spars on board the admiral, as well as 
jury lower-masts in loBoipiou ; though (ho sea would not ye! 
permit any very positive ricii-iniistral.ious to bo made towards 
such an improvement. He laid his own plans for the ap- 
proaching night accordingly : determining not to worry his 
people, or notify the enemy of his intentions, by attempting 
any similar improvement m the inmioiliatc condition of his 
prize. 

About noon, each slip;-: number wan oia.de in succession, 
and the question was put if she had sustained any material 
injury in the late conflict The answers were satisfactory 
(it general, though one or two of the vessels made such re- 
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plies as induced the commander-in-chief to resort to a still 
more direct mode of ascertaining the real condition of his 
fleet. In order to otTbct this imporlanl object, Sir Gervaise 
waited two hours longor, lor the double purpose of letting 
all the messes get. !h rough wii.li their dinners, and to permit 
the wind to abate and the sen to tall, as both were now last 
doing. At the expiration of that time, however, he appear- 
ed on the poop, summoning Bruiting to .his customary duty. 

At 2 P. M. if. blew a whole top-sail breeze, as it is called ; 
hut the sea being still high, and the ships elose-hauled, the 
vice-admiral did not see lit to order any more sail. Per- 
haps he was also influenced by a desire not to increase his 
distance from the enemy, it being a part of his plan to keep 
M. de Vcrvillin in plain sigh; so long as the day continued, 
in order that he might have a tolerable idea of the position 
of his fleet, during the hours of darkness. His present in- 
tention was to cause his vessels to pass before him in re- 
view, as a general orders his bat.ui lions to march past a sta- 
tion occupied by himself and stall", with a view to judge by 
his own eye of their steadiness and appearance, Vice-Ad- 
miral Oakes was the only officer in the British navy who 
ever resorted to this pruciice ; but lie did many things of 
which other men never dreamed, and, among- the rest, ha 
(.lid not hesi'aio to atlaeb doiible hi;; force, when an oeciisH.ni 
offered, as has just been seen. The officers of the fleet 
called these characteristic reviews " Sir .larvy's field-days," 
finding a malicious pleasure in comparing anything out of 
the common nautical track, to some usage of the soldiers. 

Bunting got his orders, nohiah,-4anditjg the jokes of the 
fleet ; and the necessary signals were made and the answers 
given. Captain Greeniy then received his verbal instruc- 
tions, when the commander-in-chief went below, to prepare 
himself for the approaching scene. When Sir Gervaise re- 
appeared on the poop, he was in full uniform,- wearing the 
star of the Ball], as was usual with him on all solemn offi- 
cial occasions. Atwood and Hunting were at his side, while 
the Bowlderos, in their rich shore-liveries, formed a group 
at hand. Captain Greeniy and his first lieutenant joined 
the party as soon as their duly with the ship was over. On 
the opposite side of (he poop, the whole of the marines off 
guard were drawn up in triple lines, with their ofiieers at 
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their head. The ship herself had hauled up her main-sail, 
haaled down all her stay-sails, and iny with her main-top- 
sail braced sharp abaci;, with orders to the quarter- master 
to keep her little off the wind ; the object being to leave a 
little way through the water, in order to prolong the ex- 
pected interviews. With these prepai'Fitions the command- 
er-in-chief awaited the successive approach of his ships, the 
sun, for the first time in twenty-four hours, making his 
appearance in a flood of brilliant summer-light, as if pur-' 
posely to grace the ceremony. 

The first ship that drew near the Plantagenct was the 
Curnatic, as a mailer of course, she being the next in the 
line. This vessel, remarkable, as the commander- in -chief 
had observed, for never homy out of the way, was not long 
in closing, though as she lulled up on the admiral's weather- 
quarter, to pass to windward, she let go all her top-sail 
bowlines, so as to deaden her way, making a sort of half- 
board. This simple evolution, as she righted her helm, 
brought her about, filly yards to windward of the Plauluge 
net, past' which ship she surged slowly but steadily, the 
weather now permitting a conversation to be held at that 
distance, and by means of trumpets, with little or no effort 
of the voice. 

Most of the officers of the Carnulie were on her poop, as 
she came sweeping up heavily, casting her shadow on the 
Plan tagenet's decks. Captain Parker himself was standing 
near the ridge-ropes, his head uncovered, and the grey hairs 
floating in the breeze. The countenance of this simple- 
minded veteran was a little anxious, for, had he feared the 
enemy a tenth pari, as much a.s he stood in awe of his com- 
manding officer, he would have been totally unfit for his 
station. Now he glanced upward at his sails, to see that all 
was right ; then, as he drew nearer, fathom by fathom as it 
might bo, he anxiously endeavoured to read the expression 
of the vice-admiral's face. 

"How do you do, Captain Parker?" commenced SirGer- 
vaise, with true trumpet formality, making the customary. 
salutation. 

"How is Sir Gervaise (Jakes, to-day 1 I hope untouched 
In the late affair with the enemy? ' 
32* 
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" Quite Well, I thank you, sir. Has the Carnatic received 
any serious injury in the battle I" 

" None to mention : fSii 1 G'^'vaisc. A rough scrape of the 
foremast; but not enough to alarm us, now the weather has 
moderated ; a little viira'iuK' cut, and a couple of raps in the 
hull." 

" Have your people suffered, sir?" 

"Two killed and seven wounded, Sir Gervaise. Good 
lads, most of 'em ; but. enough like "em remain." 

" J understand, then, Caption I'urkcr, that you report the 
Carnatic fit for any service 1" 

" As much so as my poor abilities enable me to make Iiei, 
Sir Gervaise Oakcs," answered the other, a little- alarmed 
at the formality and precision of the question. "Meddler 
with the helm — meet her with the helm," 

All this passed while the Carnalic was mating her half- 
board, and, the helm bein.u- righted,. she now slowly and 
majestically fell off with her broadside to the admiral, 
gathering way as her canvass began to draw again. At 
this instant, when the yard-arms of the two ships were about 
a hundred feet asunder, and just as the Carnatic drew up 
fairly abeam, Sir Gervaise (hikes raised his hat, stepped 
quickly to the side of the poop, waved his hand for silence, 
and spoke with a distinctness that rendered his words audi- 
ble to all in both vessels. 

" Captain Parker," he said, " 1 wish, publicly, to thank 
you for your noble conduct this day. I have always said 
a surer support could never follow a commander-in-chief 
into battle; you have more than proved my opinion to bo 
true. I wish, publicly, to thank you, sir." 

" Sir Gervaise — I cannot express — God bless you, Sit 



" I have but one limit to find with you, sir, and that ts 
easi'y pardoned." 

■' I 'm sore .[ hope so, sir." 

"You handled your ship so rapidly and so surely, thai 
we had hardly time to get out of the way of your guns !" 

Old Parker could not now have answered had his life de- 
pended on it ; but he bowed, and dashed a hand across his 
eyes. There was but a moment to say any more. 

"If His Majesty's sword be not laid on your shoulder 
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for this dav's.woik, sir, it shrill In; no Iji.nlt of mine," added 
Sir Gervaise, waving liis 1ml in adieu. 

While this dialogue lasted, no profound was the stillness 
ji the two ships, llin.t the wash of the water under the bows 
of the Carnatic, was the only sound to interfere with Sir 
Gervaise's clarion voice; but the instant he ceased to speak, 
the crews of both vessels rose as one man, and cheered. 
The officers joined heartily, and to complete the compli- 
ment, the com trim ider-in-elnoi" ordered his own marines, to 
present arms to the passing vessel. Then it was that, every 
sail drawing, again the Canir.Urc tool; a sudden start, and 
shot nearly, her length ahead, on the summit of a sea. In 
half a minute more, she was ahead of the Plantagenet's 
flying-jib-boom-end, s'oeriug a Utile li'oe, so as not to throw 
the admiral to leeward. 

The Carnatic was scarcely out of the- way, before the 
Achilles was ready to toko her place. This ship, having 
more. room, had easily lulled to windward of the Plantnge- 
net, simply letting go her bowlines, as her bows doubled on 
tht' arhnirrd'? slum, in order to check her way. 

" How do you do to-day, Sir Gervaise ?" called out Lord 
Morganic, without waiting for the commander-in-chief's 
hail — " allow me 10 com; rani ink: you, sir, on the exploits of 
this glorious day 1" 

" 1 thank yon, my lord, and wish to say I am satisfied 
with the behaviour of your ship. You've aft done well, 
and I desire to thank you all. Is the Achilles injured V 

"Nothing to speak of, sir. A little rigging gone, and 
here and there a stick. 1 ' 

" Have you lost any men, my lord 1 I desire particular- 
ly to know Iho condition of ench ship." 

" Some eight or ten poor fellows, I believe, Sir Gervaise ; 
but we are ready to engine this instant." 

"It is well, my lord ; sternly your bowlines, and make 
room (or iho Thunderer." 

Morganic gave the order, but us his ship drew ahead he 
;alled out in a pertinacious way,— " I hope, Sir Gervaise 
you don't mean to give that other lame duck up. I *ve got 
my first lieutenant on board one of 'cm, and confess to a 
desire to put the second on board another." 

" Ay — ay — Morganic, ice knock down the birds, and 
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you bag em. I '11 give you more sport in the same way 

before I've done wi'.h ye." 

This little concession, even Sir Gervaise Oakes, a man 
not accustomed to Irifio in in utters of duty, saw fit to make 
to the other's rani; ; and then the Achilles withdrew from 
before the flag-ship, as tins curtain is drawn from before the 

" I do believe, Groenleaf," observed Lord Morganic to 
his surgeon, one of hi* indulged iavo uiir.es ; " that Sir Jarvy 
is a little jealous of us, because. Duly got into the prize before 
he could send one of his own boat.!- uboard of her. 'T will 
tell well in the gazette, too, will it not ? — ' The French ship 
was taken possession of, and brought oil', by the Achilles, 
Captain the Earl of Morganic !' I hope the old fellow will 
have the decency to give us our due. I rather think it was 
our last broadside thai brought '.be colours down V 

A suitable answer was returned, but as the ship is draw- 
ing ahead, we cannot follow her to relate it. The vessel 
that approached the third, was the Thunderer, Captain 
Foley. This was one of (lie ships ibat had received the fire 
of the three leading French vessels, idler they had brought 
the wine! abeam, and being the leaning vessel of the English 
rear, she had suffered more than any other of the British 
squadron. The fact was apparent, as she approached, bv 
the manner in which her rising was knotted, and the atten- 
tion that had been paid (o her spars. Even as she closed, 
the men were on the yard bending a new main-course, the 
old one having been hit on the bolt-rope, and torn nearly 
from lire spar. There were also several plugs on her lee- 
side to mark the spots where the French guns had told. 

The usual greetings passed between the vice-admiral and 
his captain, and the former put his questions. 

"We have not been quite exchanging salutes, Sir Ger- 
vaise," answered Captain Foley ; " but the ship is ready for 
service again. .Should Ibe wind moderate a little, I think 
everything would .stand to carry sail hard." 

"I'm glad to hear it, sir — rejoiced to hear it, sir. 1 
feared more for you, than for any other vessel. I hopa 
you 've not stif'ei'ed materially in your crew?" 

"Nine killed, Sir Cei'vaise ; and Shi: surgeon tells me sis- 
Iren wounded," 
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" That proves you 've no?, been in port, Foley I Well,! 
dare say, could the truth be known, it would be found that 
M. de Vervillin'a vessels bear your marks, in revenge. 

Adieu— adieu — -God bless you." 



The Thunderer glided 


ahead, making room for the Blen 


heiin, Captain .Sterling. 


This was one of your serviceable 


ships, without any show 


or style about her ; hut a vessel 


that was always ready to 


give and take. Her commander 


was a regular sea-dog, a 


little addicted to hard and out- 


landish oaths, a great con 


.sumer of tobacco and brandy ; but 


who had the discriminate 


m never to swear in the presenco 


of the commander-in-ehii 


:f. although he bad been known to 


do so in a church ; or t 


o drink more than he could well 


carry, when he was in p 


resence of an enemy or a gale of 


wind. He was too firm 


a man, and too good a seaman, to 


use the bottle as a refuge 


; it was the companion of his ease 


and pleasure, and to coi 


ifess the truth, he ihca treated it 


with an affectionate benevolence, (.hill rendered it exceedingly 


difficult liir others not to ( 


mlerlain some of his own partiality 


for it. In a word, Captaii 


i Sterling was a sailor of the "old 


school ;" for (here was ar 


i " old school" in manners, habits, 


opinions, philosophy, morals, and reason, a century since, 


precisely as there is t.o-dav. and probably will be, a century 
hence. 



The Blenheim made a good report, not having sustained 
any serious injury whatever ; nor had she a man hurt. The 
captain reported his ship as fit for service as she was tho 
hour she litled her anchor. 

"So much the better, Sterling — so much the better. You 
shall take tho edge oil' the next affair, by way of giving you 
another chance. I rely on the Blenheim, and on her cap- 

"I thank you, sir,'' returned Sterling, as his ship moved 
on ; " by the way, Sir Gervaise, would it not be [air-play 
to rummage the prize's lockers bcibrc she gets into the hands 
of the custom-house 1 Out here on the high seas, there can 
be no srmifr^ling in that ; there must be good claret aboard 

" There would be ' plunder of a prize,' Sterling," said tho 
vice-admiral, laughing, for ho knew that the question was 
put more as a joke than a serious proposition ; " and that 
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is death, without benefit of clergy. Move on ; here is Good- 
lellow close upon your heels." 

The last ship in [he English line was (he Warspit.e, Cap- 
tain Good i'el low, an ollicer remarkable in the service at thai 
day, for a " religious turn," as it was called. As is usually 
the case wilh men of this stamp, Captain Goodfellow was 
quiet, thoughtful, and auentivc io his duty. There was less 
of the real tar in him, perhaps, than in some of his com- 
panions ; but his "hip was in good order, always did her 
duty, and was remarkably attentive to signals; a circum- 
stance that rendered her commander a marked favourite 
w.ith the vice-admiral. Alter (lie usoa! questions were put 
and' answered, Sir Gervaise informed Goodfellow that he. 
intended to change the order of sailing so as to bring him 
near the van. 

" We will give old Parker a breathing spell, Goodfellow," 
added the commander-in-chief, " and you will he my second 
astern, I must go ahead of you all, or you '11 be running 
down on the Frenchman without orders; pretending you 
eani see Ihr; signals, in the smoke." 

The Warspile drove ahead, and the Plantagenet was now 
left to receive the prize and the Druid ; the Chloe, Driver, 
and Active, not being- nieiiided in the signal. Daly had been 
gradually eating the oilier ships out of i he wind, as iias been 
mentioned already, and when (lie order was given to pass 
within hail, he grumbled not a little at (.he necessity of losing 
so much of his vantage-ground. Nevertheless, it would not 
do to joke with the eommande"-in-e:bicf in a matter' of this 
sort, and he was fain to haul up his courses, and wait for 
the moment when he might elose. By the time the War- 
spite was out of the way, his ship had drifted down so near 
the admiral, that he had nothing to do but to haul aboard 
his tacks again, and pass as near as was at all desirable. 
When quite near, he hauled tip his mainsail, by order of the 
vice-admiral. 

"Are you much in want of anything, Mr. Daly?" de- 
manded Sir Gcrvai.se, as soon as the lieutenant appeared 
forward to meet his hail. " The sea is going down so fast, 
that we might now send you some boats." 

"Many thanks, Sir GervaLso ; I waul to get rid of a hun- 
dred or two Frenchmen, and to have a bun Ired English meu 
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ID their places. We are but. twenty -one of the lung's sub- 
jects here, all told." 

"Captain Biewet is ordered to keep company with you, 
sir; and as soon as it is dark, 1 intend to send you into 
Plymouth under the frigate's convoy. Is she a nice ship, 
hey I Daley V 

" Why, Sir Gervrusc, she's like a. piece of broken crock- 
cry, just now, and owe can't tell all her merits. She's not 
a bad goer, and weatherly, 1 think, all will call her. But 
she's thundering French, inside." 

" We '11 make her English in due time, sir. How are the 
leaks? do the pumps work freely? 

" Deuce the Take has she, Sir Gervaise, and the pumps 
stick like a nine months' bahby. And if they didn't, we're 
scarce the boys to find out the contrary, being but nineteen 
working bonds." 

" Very well, Duly ; you can haul aboard your main-tack, 
now ; remember, you 're to go into Plymouth, as soon as it 
is dark. If you sec anything of Admiral Bluewater, tell 
him I rely on his support, and only wait for h is : appearance 
to iir.iidi Monsieur de Vervillin's job." 

"I'll do all that, with hearty good will, sir. Pray, Sir 
Gervaise," added Daly, grinning, on the poop of the prize, 
whither he had got by this time, having walked aft as his 
ship went ahead, "how do you like French signals? For 
want of a better, we were driven to the classics!" 

"Ay, you 'd be bothered to explain all your own (lags, I 
fancy. The name of the ship is the Victory, I am told; 
why did you put her in armour, and whip a hedge up against 
the poor woman ?" 

" It 's according to the books, Sir Gervaise. Every word 
of it out of Cicero, and I .'oruH-iry, and Cornelius Nepos, and 
them sort of fellows. Oh 1 I went to school, sir, before I 
went to sea, as you say yourself, sometimes, Sir Gervaise, 
and literature is the same in Ireland, as it is all over the 
world. Victory needs armour, sir, in order to be victori- 
ous, and the anchor is to show flint she doesn't belong to 
' the cut and run' family. I am as sure that all was right, 
as I ever was of my moods and tenses." 

"Very well, Daly," answered Sir Gervaise, laughing — 
" My lords shall know your merits in that way, and it may 
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get you named ;i professor — ■!; 
down on our sprit-sail-yard ; — 
Druid." 

Here llie gentlemen waved their hands in adieu as usual, 
and la Yictoive, clipped as she was of her wings, drew 
slowly past. The Druid succeeded, and Sir Gervaise sim- 
ply gave Blewet his orders l.o see the prize into port, and to 
look after his own fere-mast. This ended the field day ; 
the frigate luffing up to windward of the line again, leaving 
the Plantagenet in its rear. A few minutes later, the latter 
ship filled and stood after he-r consorts. 

The vice-admiral having now ascertained, in the most 
direct manner, the actna.l con (lit ion of his /led, had data on 
which to form his plans for the future. But for the letter 
from Bluewater, he would have been perfectly happy ; the 
success of the day having infused a spirit into the differ- 
ent vessels, that, <jf itself, was u pledge of more important 
results. Still he determined to act as if that letter had 
never been written, (hiding it impossible to believe that one 
who had so long l.icen Li'iie, could I'eally fail him in (he hour 
of need. " I know Ifs heart better than lie knows it him- 
self," he caught himself mentally exc' aiming, " and before 
either of us is a day elder, this will [ prove to him, to his 
confusion and my triumph." He had several short and 
broken conversations with VV'ycheriy in the course of the 
afternoon, with a view to ascertain, if possible, the real 
frame of mind in which his friend had written, but without 
success, the young man frankly admitting that, owing to a 
confusion of thought that he modestly attributed to himself, 
hut wdiich Sir Gervaise well knew ought in justice to be im- 
puted to Bluewater, he had noi been able lo bring away with 
him any very clear notions of the rear-admiral's intentions. 

In the meanwhile, the dements were beginning to exhibit 
another of their changeful humours. A gale in summer is 
seldom of long deration, and twenty-four hours would seem 
lo he the period which nature had assigned to this. The 
weather hat! moderated m<'i!erially by the time the review 
had taken place, and live hours later, not only had the sea 
subsided to a very reasonable swell, but the wind had haul- 
ed several points ; coming out a fresh (op-gallant breeze al 
north-west. The French fleet wore soon after, standing 
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about north -east- by -north, or on an easy bowline. They 
had been active in repairing dinnfiges, and the admiral was 
all a-tanto again, with everything set that the other ships 
carried. The plight of !e iHcijiion was not so easily reme- 
died, though even, she had two j a ry- masts rigged, assistance 
having been sent from the other vessels [is soon as boats 
could safely pass. As the sun hang in the western sky. 
wanting about an hoar ol' disappearing from one of the long 
summer days of Unit high liiti(.Lir.lo, this ship sot. a mw.zen.top- 
sail in the plaee of a main, and a lb i'c- top -gal la til-sail in 
lieu of a mi Men-lop- sail. Thu3 equipped, she was enabled 
lo keep company with her consorts, all of which were un- 
der easy canvass, waiting for the night to cover their move- 
Sir Gervaise Oakes had made the signal for his fleet to 
tack in succession, from the roar to the van, about an hour 
before le Scipion had obtained this additional sail. The 
order was executed with great readiness, and, as the ships 
had been looking up as high as west-south-west before, 
when they got round, and headed north- north-east, their 
line of sailing was still quite a league to windward of that 
of the enemy. As each vessel filled on the larboard tack, 
she shortened sail to allow thfi ships astern to keep away, 
and close to her station. It is scarcely necessary to say, 
that this change again drought the J'ktnlagenet to the head 
of the line, with the VVarspite, however, instead of the Car- 
natic, for her second asfern ; the latter vessel being quite in 
he rear. 

It was a glorious afternoon, and there was every promise 
of as fine a night. Still, as there were but about six hours 
of positive darkness at that Sanson of the year, and the 
moon would rise a! midnight, ihc vice-admiral know he had 
no time to lose, if he woald effect anything under the cover 
of obscurity. Reefs were no longer used, though all the 
ships were under short canvass, in order 10 accommodate 
their movements to those of the prize. The latter, however, 
was now in tew of the Druid, and, as this frigate carried 
her top-gallant-saiis, aided by her own courses, la Victoire 
was enabled not only to keep up with the fleet, then under 
whole top-sails, but to maintain Iter weatherly position. Such 
was the state of filings jus; as the sun dipped, the enemy 
33 



HostecbyGoOgle 



being on the lee b"w, ciiutuut one and a half /eagues, when 
the Plantagenct. showed a signal (be the whole fleet lo heave 
lo, with (he mahi-top-saiis to the musts. This command 
was scarcely executed, when (lie officers on deck were sur- 
prised to hear a boatswain's mate piping -away the crew of the 
vice-admiral's btis-gf-s. or Urn <>!' the bout which was appro. 
priated to the particular serviee of the commander-in-chief! 

"Did I hear aright, Sir Gervaise'r' inquired Greenly, 
with curiosity and interest; "is it your wish to have your 
barge manned, sir?" 

"You heard perfectly right, Greenly ; and, if disposed 
for a row this line evening, I shall ask the favour of your 
company. Sir Wycherly Wyehecoinbe, as you are an idler 
here, I have a flag-officers right, to press you into my service. 
By the way, Greenly, 1 Imvc made out and signed an order 
to this gentleman to report himself to you, as attached to 
my. family, as the soldiers eallit; as soon as Atwood has 
copied it, it will be handed to him, when I beg you will con- 
sider Iran as my first aid." 

To (his no one could ohjce\ and Wyr.herly made a bow 
of acknowledgment. At that instant the barge was seen 
swinging off over the ship's wjii.-it, and, at the next, the yard 
tackles were heard ovcrhaiisn;; themselves. The splash of 
the boat in the water followed. The crew was in her, with 
oars on end, and poised beat- honks, in another minute. The 
guard presented, the boatswain piped ever, the drum rolled, 
and Wycherly jumped to the gangway and was out of sight 
quick as thought. Greenly and Sir Gervuise followed, when 
the boat shoved off. 

Although the peas had great! v subsided, and their combs 
were no longer dangerous, the Atlantic was far from being 
as quiet as a lake in a summer eventide. At the very first 
dash of the oars '.ho barge rose; on a long, heavy swell that 
buoyed her up like a bubble, and as the water glided from 
under her again, it seemed as if she was about to sink into 
some cavern of the ocean. Few things give more vivid im- 
pressions of helplessness than boats thus tossed by the wa- 
ters when not in their rawing humours; for one is apt to 
expect better treatment than thus to be made the plaything 
of the element. All, however, who have ever floated on 
even the most rp.net ocean, must have experienced more or 
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less of this helpless dependence, the stoutest boat, impelled 
"by the lustiest crews, appearing half (ho lime like a tea- 
ther floating lli capricious currents of the air. 

The occupants of (lie baree. however, were too familiar 
with their situation to think much of these matters: and, as 
soon as Sir Gervuise had assented to Wychcrly's offer to 
take the tiller, lie glanced upward, with a critical eye, in 
order to scan the; I'iimlagoiiot.'s appearance. 

"That fellow, JVIorganic, has got a better excuse for his 
xebec- rig than I had supposed, Greenly," he said, after a 
minute of observation. "Your fore -top- mast is at least 
six inches too J'Jir forward, and I beg you will have ir stayed 
all: to-morrow morning, if the weather permit. 1 - None of 
your Mediterranean craft lor me, in the narrow seas." 

" Very well, Sir Gcrvaise ; tiie spar shall be righted in 
the morning watch," quietly returned the captain. 

"Now, there's Goodfellow, hull- parson as he is; the- 
man contrives to keep h:s sticks more upright than any cap- 
tain in the fleet. Yon never see a spar bail' an inch out of 
if.s place, on board the Warspite." 

" That is because her captain '.rims everything by his own 
life, sir," rejoined Greenly, smiling. "Were we half as 
eood as he is, in other mailers, we might be better (ban we 

" I do not think religion 1 hurts a sailor, Greenly — no, not 
in llvs least. That is to say, when he don't wedge his musts 
too light, btd leaves play enough lor all weathers. There 
is no cant in Goodfellow." 

" Not the least of it, sir, and that it is which makes him 
so great a favourite. The chaplain of the Warspite is of 
some use; but one might as well have a bow^pril rigged nut 
of a cabin-window, as have our chap." 

"Why, we never bury a man, Greenly, without putting 
him into the water as a. (thristian should be," returned Sir 
Gcrvaise, with the simplicity of a true believer of the decency 
school. " I hale to see a. seaman tossed into the ocean like 
a hag of old clothes." 

" We get along with that part of the duty pretty well ; but 
before a man is dead, the parson is of opinion that he belongs 
altogether to the doctor." 

" I'd bet a hundred c.uinoas, .\b;graiii has had some infill- 
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cnce over liim, in this matter — give liie Blenheim a wider 
berth, Sir Wycheriy, I wish to see how she looks aloft — 

he's a d d 1'eilow, ihitt Magralh," — no one swore in Sir 

Gervaise's boat but himself, when iho vice-admiral's flag was 
(lying in her bows; — "and he's just the sort of man to put 
such a notion into the chaplain's head." 

" Why, there, I believe you 're more than half right, Sir 
Gervaise ; I overboard a conversation between them one 
dark night, when they were propping I hi.' mizzen-mast under 
the break of the poop, and the surgeon did maintain a theory 
very like that you mention, sir." 

" Ah ! — he did, did he i It 'a just like the Scotch rogue, 
who wanted to persuade me i tint your poor uncle, Sir Wy- 
cheriy, ought not to have been blooded, in as clear a case 
of apoplexy as ever was met with." 

" Well, I didn't think he could have carried his impudence 
as far as that," observed Greenly, whose medical know- 
ledge was about on a par with that of Sir Gervaise. ' ; ] 
didn't think even a doctor would dare to hold such a doc- 
trine ! As for the chaplain, to hire be laid down the prin- 
ciple that religion and medicine never worked well together. 
He said religion was fin ' alterative,' and would neutralize a 
salt as quick as fire." 

" He's a great vagis bond, that Mrtj-jraih. when he gets hold 
of a young hand, sir; and I wish with all my heart the 
Pretender had him, with two or three pounds of his favourite 
medicines with him — i think, between the two, England 
might reap some advantage, Greenly. — Now, to my notion, 
Wychecombe, the Blenheim would make better weather, if 
her masts were shortened at least two feet." 

" Perhaps she might, Sir Gervaise ; but would she be as 
certain a ship, in coming into action in light winds and at" 
critical moments V 

" Umph I It's time for us old fellows to look about us, 
Greenly, when the boys begin to reason on a line of battle 1 
Don't blush, Wychecombe ; don't blush. Your remark was 
sensible, and shows reflection. No country can ever have 
a powerful marine, or, one likely to produce much influence 
in her wars, that duos not pay rigid attention to the tactics 
of fleets. Your frigate adieus and sailing of single ships, 
are well enough as drill ; but the great practice must be in 
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squadron. Ten lieiavy ships, in good ficct discipline, and 
kept at sua, will do more than a hundred single cruisers, in 
establishing and j-n;i.:i!rnii ling discipline ; and it is only by 
using vessels together, that wo lind out what both silips and 
men can do. Now, we owe the success o!' tliis day, to our 
practice of sailing in close order, and in knowing how to 
kcop o\:r stations ; else would six ships never have been abio 
to carry away the palm of victory ii'om twelve — palm ! — 
Ay, that 'a the very word, Greenly, I was trying to think 

of this morning. Daly's d d paddy should have had a 

palm-branch in its hand, as an emblem of Victory !" 



CHAPTEE XXVI. 

" Hb that has sailed upon the dark.blue sea, 
Haa viewed at times, I ween, a full fair sight ; 

Wli:.r, i;,.> ;'rw:i In re/:; is liiir ;ls Iiivl.v,:; iniiv In-, 
'I'll!! wllitO Silii ■((;', tiii: LS.Iknlt. Incite tight ; 

Mast, spires and strand, retiring to the sight, 

'Hie -;,irii;u- j Lin i;j cxnufiiliiiif u'er Hie bow, 

The convoy spread likn ivilil kivhijs in llnir flight, 

'Hie dullest sailer wurinjr bravely now, 

So gaily curl the waves In: Inn: eaeli il.nl linj; prow." 



As Sir Gorvaise Oakes' active mind was liahle fo such 
sudden mutations of liiouahl as ?iiat (.Inscribed in the close 
oft lie last chapter, Greenly neither .smiled, nor dwelt on the 
subject at all ; be simply poi tiled out in bis superior ike tact, 
that they were now abreast of the Thunderer, and desired 
to know whether it was his pleasure to proceed any further, 

"To the Carnatie, Greenly, if Sir Wycherly will have 
the goodness to shape his course thither. I have a word tc 
Eiiy to my friend Parker, before we sleep to-night. Give us 
room, however, to look at Moraanic's fancies, for i never 
pass his ship without learning some'hiii.^ new. Lord Mor- 
33* 
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game's vessel is ;i good school lor as old fellows to attend — 
■hey [ Greenly?" 

" The Achilles is certainly a model vessel in some re- 
spects, Sir Gervaise, though i llatfer myself the Planfage- 
nets have no great occasion to imitate her, in order to gain 
a character." 

" You imitate M organic in order to know how to keep a 
ship in order! — 1'ob ! let Morganic come to school to you. 
Yet the fellow is no', bashful in battle neither; keeps his sta- 
tion well, and makes himself both heard and felt. Ah! 
there he is, flourishing hi? hat on the poop, and wondering 
what tins deuce Sir Jury y's alter, now ! Sheer in, Wyche- 
combe, and let. us hear what be has to say." 

" Good evening, Sir Gervaise," called out the earl, as 

usual taking the in.Uin.ticc in i be discourse ; " I was in hopes 

-when I saw your Hag in the boat, that you were going to do 

me the favour to open a bottle of claret, and to taste some 

fruit, I have still standing on the table." 

"I thank you, my lord, bu! business before pleasure. We 
have not been idle to-day, though to-morrow shall be still 
inure bi.isv. How does the Achilles s'eer, now her ibreniusi 
is fn its place?" 

"Yaws like a follow with his grog aboard, Sir Gervaise, 
on my honour! We s'bali never do anything with her. until 
you consent to let us stay her spars, in our own fashion. 
Do'you intend to send me Daly hack, or am J to play first 
lieutenant myself, admiral?" 

"Daly 's shipped for ihe cruise, and you must do as well 
as you can without him. If you find yourself without a 
second as'eru. in the course of Ihe night, do not limey she 
has gone- to the bottom. Keep good look-outs, and pay at- 
tention to signals." 

As Sir Gervaise waved his band, the young noble did not 
venture to reply, much less to ask a question, though there 
was not a little speculation on (he poop of the Achilles, con- 
cerning the meaning of his words. The boat moved on, 
and five minutes later Sir Gervaise was on the quarter-deck 
of the'Carnatic. 

Parker received the eonnnander-in-ehief, hat in hand, with 
a solicitude and nnsiety that were constitutional, perhaps, 
s of deserving could entirely ap. 
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pease. Habit, however, had its share in it, since, accus- 
tomed 1o defer to rank from boyhood, and (he architect oi' 
his own " little fortune," he had ever attached more import- 
ance lo the commendation oi' his superior, than was usual 
with those who bad other props to lean on than their own 
services. As soon a.s Iho honours of the quarter-deck had 
been duty paid — lor these Sir Gcrva.isc m-.vce neglected him- 
self, nor allowed others to neglect — the vice-admiral inti- 
mated to Captain Parker a desire to see him in his cabin, 
requesting Greenly and Wychcrly to accompany them 

" Upon my word, Parker," coniineiiced Sit' Oervai.se, look- 
ing 'around him at the air oi' singular domestic comfort that 
the after-cabin of tin: ship presented, " you have a knack of 
taking a house to sea with you, that no other captain of the 
fleet possesses ! No finery, no Morganics, but a plain, 
wholesome, domestic look, that might make a man believe 
he was in his father's house, t would give a thousand 
pounds if my vagabonds could give the cabin of the Plan- 
tayenet such a How Id pro-look, now!" 

"Less than a hundred, sir, have done the little you see 
here. Mrs. Parker makes it. a point to look to those matters, 
herself, and in that lies the whole secret, perhaps, A good 
wife is a great blessing. Sir Corvuise, though you have 
never been able to persuade yourself into the notion, I be- 

"J hardly think, Parker, the wife can do it all. Now 
there's Stowel, 13! ue water's Ciip^im, he is married as well 
as yourself — nay, by George, I've heard I lie old fellow say 
he had as much wife as any man in his majesty's service — 
bu! his eabin looks like a cobblers barn, and his state-room 
like a soldier's bunk I When we were lie! a en; mis together 
in the Eurydiee, Parker, your state- room bad just the same 
air of comfort about it that this cabin has at this inslant. 
No— no — It's in the grain, man, or it never would show 

" You forget, Sir Gervaise, that when I had the honour 
to be your messmate in the I'hirydice, 1 was a married man." 

" I beg your pardon, my old friend : so you were, indeed ' 
Whv, that was a confounded Ion;; limea^o, ney! Parker!" 

"It was, truly, sir; but [ was poor, and could not afford 
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the extravagancies of a single life, /married for the sake 
of economy, Admiral Oakes." 

" And love — "answered Sir Gervaise, laughing. "I'll 
warrant you, Greenly, that he persuaded Mrs. Parker into 
that notion, whether true or not. I'll warrant you, ho 
didn't tell her ho married for so sneaking a thing as eco- 
nomy ! I should like to see your state-room now, Parker," 

"Nothing easier, Sir Gervaise,' 1 answered the captain, 
rising and opening the door. " Here it is, sir. though !i:ti<; 
worthy of the attention of the owner of Bowldero." 

"A notable place, truly !— and with a housewife- look 
ibout it that must certainly remind you of Mrs. Parker — 
.inless, indeed, that picture at the loot of your cot puts other 
notions into your head ! What young hussy have yon got 
there, my old Eurydice? — Hey !— Parker V 

"That is a picture of my faithful wife, Sir Gervaise; a 
proper companion, I hope, of my cruise?" 

" Hey ! What, that young thing your wife, Parke) I 
How the d— 1 eame she to have you V' 

" Ah, Sir Gervaise, she is a young thing no longer, but 
is well turned towards sixty. The picture was taken when 
she was bride, and is all (he dearer to me, now that I know 
the original has shared my fortunes so long. I never look 
at it, without remetTihcrmii, with gratitude, bow much she 
thinks of me in our cruises, and how oiteti she prays for our 
success. You are not forgotten, either, sir, in her prayers." 

"I!" exclaimed the vice-admiral, quite touched at the 
earnest simplicity of the other. " D'ye hear that, Greenly 1 
I'll engage, now, this lady is a good woman — a really ex- 
cellent creature — just such another as my poor sainted 
mother was, and a hlessing to all around her ! Give me 
your hand, Parker ; and when you write next to your wife, 
tell her from me, God hless her; and say all you think a 
man ought to say on such an occasion. And now to busi- 
ness. Let us seal ourselves in this snug d o mestic. looking 
Bahin of yours, and talk oi'ir matters over." 

The two captains and Wycherly followed the vice-admiral 
into the after-cabin, whore the latter seated himself on a 
small sofa, while the others took chairs, in respectful attt. 
tudes near him, no familiarity or jocularity on the part of a 
naval superior, ever lessening the distance between him and 
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a Tact that legis- 
a graduating rank in 
a service. As soon as all wore placed. Hir Gervaise opened 
hb mind. 

"I have a delicate piece of duty, Captain Parker," lie 
commenced, " which I wish intrusted to yourself. You 
must know thy!, we handled the ship which escaped us this 
morning by running down into her own line, pretty roughly, 
in every respect; heside:; culling two of her masts out of her. 
This ship, as yon may have seen, has got up jury-masts, 
already; but they are spars that can only be intended to 
carry her into port. Monsieur de Vervihiu is not the man I 
lake him to be, if he intends to leave the quarrel between 
us where it is. Still he cannot keep that crippled ship in 
his fleet, any more than we can keep our prize, and t make 
no doubt lie will send her off to Cherbourg as soon as it is 
dark ; most probably accompanied by one of his corvettes; 
or perhaps by a frigate." 

"Yes, Sir Gervnise," returned Parker, thoughtfully, as 
soon as hts superior ceased to speak ; " what you predict, is 
quite likely to happen." 

"It must happen, Parker, the wind blowing directly for 
his haven. Now, you may easily imagine what I want of 
the Carnatie." 

" T suppose I understand you, sir; — and yet, if I might 
presume to express a wish—" 

"Speak out, old boy — you're talking to a friend. I 
have chosen you to serve you, both as one I like, and as the 
oldest captain in the fleet. Whoever catches that ship will 
hear more of it." 

" Very true, sir; but are we not likely to have more 
work, here? and would it he altogether prudent to send so 
fine a ship as the Carnatie away, when (lie enemy will count 
ten to six, even irsho remain?" 

" All this has been thought of; and I suppose your own 
feeling has been anticipated. You think it will be more 
honourable to your vessel, to keep her place in the line, than 
to take a ihip already ha. I' beaten." 

"That's it, indeed, Sir Gervaise. I do confess some 
suc-h thoughts were crossing my mind." 

" Then see how easy it is to rowse them out of it. / can 
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not fight the French, in this moderate weather, without a 

reinforcement. When Ilia rear joins, we shall be just ton to 
ten, without you. and with you, should he eleven to ten. 
Now, I confess, I don't wish the least odd.;, and shall send 
away somebody ; especially when I feel certain a noble two- 
decked ship will be the reward. If a frigate aeco m pari y the 
crippled fellow, you'll have your hands full, and a very fair 
fight; and should you get either, it will be a handsome 
thing. What say yon mom.', Parker?" 

"I begin to think better of the plan, Sir Gervaise, and 
am grateful (or the selection. I wish, however, I knew your 
own precise wishes — I 've always found it safe to follow 
them, sir." 

" Here they are, then. Get four or five sets of the sharp- 
est eyes you have, and .send the in aloft to keep a steady look 
on your chap, while (here is light enough to be certain of 
him. In n little while, they Ml be ahlo to recognise him in 
the dark ; and by keeping your iiiidit-ghtssos well levelled, 
he can scarcely slip oil!, without yoiii' missing him, The 
moment he is gone, ware short round, and make the best of 
your way for Capo la Hoauo, or Aldcniey ; you will go 
three feet to his two, anil, my lite on it, by daylight you '11 
have him to windward of you, and then you 'II be certain of 
him. Wait lor no signals from me, but be off", as soon as 
it is dark. When your work is done, make the best of 
your way to the nearest Laiglish port, and clap a Scotch- 
man on your shoulder to hoop I ho kind's sword from chafing 
it. They though- mo fit for knighthood at three-and-twenty, 
and the deuce is in it, Parker, if you are not worthy of it, 
at three-and-sixty I" 

" Ah I Sir Gervaise, overythitia you undertook succeeded I 
You never yet /idled in any expedition." 

" That has come from attempting .much. My plana have 
often failed; hut as someihiui.; good has generally followed 
from (hem, I have the credit of designing to do, exactly what 

Then followed a long, detailed discourse, on the subject 
before them, in which Greenly joined : the latter making 
several useful suggestions to Iho veteran commander of the 
Carnatic. After passing quite an hour in the cabin of 
Parker, Sir Gervaise look his leave and re-entered his barge, 
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It was now so dark that small objects could not be distln- 
Huished a hundred yards, and the piles ol' ships, as the boat 
glided past them, resembled b'ack hillocks, with clouds float- 
ing among their tree-like and waving spars. No captain 
presumed to hail the commander-in-cluef, as he rowed down 
the line, again, with the exception of (ho peer of the realm. 
He indeed had always something to say; and, as he had 
been conjecturing what con id induce ibe vice-admiral to pay 
so long a visit to the Carnatic, he could not refrain from 
uttering as much aloud, when he heard the measured stroke 
of the oars from the returning barge. 

"We shall all ho jealous of this eomnlimcnt to Captain 
Parker, Sir Gervaise," he called out, " unless your favours 
are occasionally extended to some of us less worthy ones." 

" Ay — ay — Morganic, you 'II be remembered in proper 
time. In the meanwhile, keep your people's eyes open, so 
as not to lose sight, of the French. We shall have some- 
thing to say to them in the morning." 

" Spare us a night-action, if possible, Sir Cervaise ! I do 
detest fighting whet] sleepy ; and I like to sco my enemy, 
too. As much au you please in the day-time ; but a quiet 
nigh', I do beseech you, sir." 

" T 'II warrant you, now. if the opera, or Ranelagh, or a 
Jrum, or a masquerade, were inviting yen, Morganic, you'd 
ihink but little of your pillow !" answered Sir Gervaise, 
drily; "whatever you do yourself, my lord, don't let the 
Achilles get asleep on duty; I may have need of her to- 
morrow. Give way, Wychecombe, give way, and let us 
get home again." 

In fifteen minutes from that instant, Sir Gervaise was 
unce more on the poop of the Plunlageuot, and the barge in 
i t s place on deck. Greenly was attending to the duties of 
.,is ship, and Bunting s'ood in readiness to circulate such 
orders as it migb'. suit I he commander-in-chief to give. 

ft was now nine o'clock, and it was not easy to distin- 
guish objects on the ocean, even as large as a ship, at the 
distance of half a league. By the aid of the glasses, how- 
ever, a vigilant look-out was kept on the French vessels, 
which, by this limo, were quite two leagues distant, draw- 
ing more ahead. It was necessary to fill away, In order to 
close with them, and a night-signal was made to that effect. 
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The whole British line braced forward their main-yards, as 
rt might be, by a common impulse, and had there been one 
there of sufficiently acute tenses, lie might have heard all 
six of the main-?op-snils flapping at the same instant. As 
a matter of course the vessels started ahead, and, the order 
being lo follow the vice-admiral in a close line ahead, when 
the Plantagenet edged off, so as to bring the wind abeam, 
each vessel did the same, in succession, or as soon as in the 
commander-in-chiefs wake, as if guided by instinct. About 
ten minutes later, the Carmine, to the surprise of those who 
witnessed the manoeuvre in the Achilles, wore short round, 
and set studding-sails on hoi 1 star board side, steering large. 
The darkest portion of the horizon being that which lay to 
the eastward, or, in the direction of the continent, in twenty, 
minutes the pyramid of her shadowy outline was swallowed 
in the gloom. All this time, la Victoire, with the Druid lead- 
ing and towing, kept upon a bowline; and an hour later, 
when Sir Oervaise found himself abeam of the French line 
again, and half a league to windward of ii, no traces were 
to be seen of the three ships last mentioned. 

"So far, all goes well, gentlemen," observed the vice-ad- 
miral to the group around him on the poop ; " and we will 
mow try to count the enemy, to make certain he, too, has no 
stragglers out to pick up waifs. Greenly, try that glass j 
it is set for the night, and your eyes are the best we have. 
Be particular in looking lor the fellow under jury-masts." 

" I make out hut ten ships in the line, Sir Gervaisc," an- 
swered the captain, after a long .examination ; "of course 
the crippled ship must have gone to leeward. Of her, cer- 
tainly, 1 can find no (races." 

" You will oblige me, Sir Wy chert y, by seeing what you 
can make out, in the same way." 

After a still longer examination than that of the captain, 
Wycherly made the same report, adding that be thou:'.h' be 
ab-o missed the frigate (lir.it had been nearest le I'Ymdroyan:, 
repealing her signals throughout the day. This cireum 
stance gratified Sir Gervaisc, as he wns pieased to find his 
prognostics came true, and he was not sorry to be rid of one 
of the enemy's light cruisers; a species of vessel that often 
proved enr ban-as sing, after a decided ah'air, even to the eon- 
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" I think, Sir Uervaise,'' Wyeherly modestly added," thai 
the French have boarded their tacks, and are pressing up 
lo windward to near us. Did it not appear so to you, Cap- 
lain Greenly?" 

" Not at ail. If they carry courses, ihe sails have been 
set within the last five minutes— ha! Hit Gervaise, that is 
tin indication of a busy night !" 

As he spoke, Greenly pointed to the place where the 
French admiral was known to lie, where at that instant ap- 
peared a double roiv of lighis ; proving that the butteries 
had their lanterns lit, and showing a disposition to engage. 
In less than a minute the whole French line was to be traced 
along the sea, by the double rows of illumination, the light 
resembling that which is seen through the window of a 
room that has a bright fire, rather than one in which lamps 
or candles are actually visible. As this was just the species 
of engagement in which the English had much to risk, and 
little to gain, Sir (Jervaisc hurncdialcly gave orders lo brace 
forward the yards, fn beard iei'e-aud-iriam tacks, and to set 
top-gallunt-sails. As a matter of course, the ships astern 
made sail in the same manner, and hauled up on taut bow- 
lines, following the admiral. 

"This is not our play," coolly remarked Sir Gervaise; 
"a crippled ship would drop olreetlv into their arms, and aa 
for any suceess at lens-shot, in a. Uvo-lo-one fight, it is not 
to be looked for. No — no — Monsieur de Vervillin, show us 
your teeth if you will, and a pretty sight it is, but you do 
not draw a shot from me. I hope the order to show no 
Sigh!* is duly attended to." 

" I do not think fhevi; is a lighl visible from any ship in the 
fleet, Sir Gervaise,'' am wo red Bunting. " (hough we are so 
dear there ca;i be no great difficulty in telling where we 

" All but the Cu malic and (he prize, l.'unting. The more 
fuss they make with us, the less will the}- think of them." 

It is probable the French admiral had been deceived hy 
the near approach of his enemy, lor whose prowess he had 
a profound respect. He had made his preparations in ex- 
pectation of an attack, but he did not open his fire, although 
heavy shot would certainly have told with eflect. Indis- 
posed to the uncertainty of a ni:; hi: -action, he declined bring. 
34 
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ing it on, and 1] m limb's disappeared from his ports an hour 
later ; at that time !he linidieh ships, by currying sail hard- 
er than was usual in so still' ei breeze, found themselves out 
of gun-shot, on the weather-bow el' their enemies. Then, 
and not till then, did Sir (.ici'vrnse reduce his canvass, hav- 
ing, hy means of his glasses, first ascertained that the French 
had again hauled up (heir courses, and were moving along 
at a very easy rate of sailing. 

it was now near midnigh! , mid Sir Gervaise prepared to 
go below. Previously to (j Hilling l.ho deck, however, ho 
gave very explicit orrlrir.-i to Greenly, who transmitted them 
to the first lieutenant, that oiiirer or the captain intending 
to be on the look-out through the. night ; the movements of 
the whole squadron being so dependent on those of the flag- 
ship. The vice-admiral then retired, and went coolly to bed. 
He was not a man to lose his Test, because an enemy was 
just out of gun-shot. Accustomed to be manoeuvring in 
front of hostile fleets, the sitiudion had lost its novelty, avid 
he had so much confidence in the practice of his captains, 
that he well knew nothing eordd occur ■.-'■. long as his orders 
were obeyed ; to doubt the latter would have been heresy 
in his eyes. In prolessionnl nonchalance, no man exceeded 
our vice-admiral, lilow high, or blow low, k never dis- 
turbed the economy of his cabin-life, beyond what unavoid- 
ably was connected will) the comfort of the ship; nor did 
any prospect of battle cau.se a meal i.o vary a minute in 
time, or a particle in form, until the bulk-heads were actu- 
ally knocked down, and the batteries were cleared for ac- 
tion. Although excitable in trifles, and sometimes a little 
irritable, Sir Gervaise, in the way of his profession, was a 
great man on great occasions. His temperament was san- 
guine, and his spirit both decided anil bold; and, in com- 
mon with all such men who see the truth at all, when he 
did see it, he saw it so clearly, as to throw nil the doubts 
that heset minds of a less masculine order into the shade. 
On the present occasion, he was =\[cn nothing could well 
occur to disturb his res! ', and he took il with the composure 
of one on lerra-jirma, and in the security of peace. Unlike 
those who are luinccustomej to scenes' of e "' 
quietly undressed himself, and his head was 
lis pillow, than he f'?ll inlo a profound steep. 
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It would have been a curious subject of observation to an 
inexperienced person, to note the manner in which the two 
fleets manoeuvred throughout (Iifii. night. After several 
hours of ineffectual erlbrts lo bring their enemies fairly wilh- 
in reach of their funis, (titer tin.- moon iiad risen, the French 
gave the matter up for a time, shortening .sail while most of 
their superior officers caught a little rest. 

The sun was just rising, as Galleygo laid his hand on 
the shoulder of the vice-admiral, agreeably lo orders given 
the previous night. The loueh s'.iiiicud ; Sir Gervaise being 
wide awake in an instant. "Well," he said, i isingto a sitting 
attitude, and putting (lie question which first occurs to a 
seaman, " how 's the weather V 

"A good top-gal;-ml breey.e, Sir Jarvy, and just what's 
this ship's play. If you'd only let her out, and on them 
Johnny Crapaurls, she'd bo down aiming 'em, in half an 
hour, like a hawk upon a chicken. I ought to report to 
your honour, that the lust chicken " til be dished for break- 
fast unless we gives an order to the gun-room steward to 
turn us over some of bis birds, as pay for what the pigs cat ; 
which were real capons." 

" Why, you pirate, you would not have mo commit a 
robbery, on the high seas, would ye?" 

" What robbery would it be to order the gun-room to sell 
us some poultry. Lord ! Sir Jarvy, I'm as far from wish- 
ing to take a thing without an order, as the gunner's yeo- 
man ; but, let Mr. A I wood put it in black and white." 

" Tush !" infcmivited the master. " How did the French 
bear from us, when you were last on deck 1 ?" 

"Why, there l.hey is, Sir Jarvy," answered Galleygo, 
drawing the curtain from before the state-room window, and 
allowing the vice-admiral to see the rear of the French line 
for himself, by turning half round; "and just where we 
wants 'em. Their leading ship a little abaft our lee-beam, 
distant one league. That 's what I calls satisfactory, now." 

" Ay, that i.? a good position, Master Galleygo. Was the 
prize in sight, or were you too chicken-beaded to look." 

" I chic ken- headed ! Well, Sir Jarvy, of all characters 
and descriptions of me, that your honour has seen fit to put 
abroad, this is the most unjvistes;; chickens being a food I 
never thinks on, off soundings. Pig-headed you might in 
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reason call me, Sir Jarvy ; for I do looks arter the pigs, 
which is the only real stand-by in a ship: but I nevei 
dreams of a chicken, except for your happetite. When they 

" Was the prize in sight 1" demanded Sir Gervaise, a lit- 
tie sharply. 

"No, Sir Jarvy; slid had disappeared, and the Druid 
with her. But this isn't, all, sir ; for they does say, some'at 
has befallen the Carnalic, she having gone out of our line, 
like a binnacle-lamp at eight bells." 

" Ay, s/ie is not visible, cither." 

" Not so much as a hen-coop, Sir Jarvy ! We all won- 
ders what has become of Gaplain 1'arker ; no sign of him 
or of his ship is to be found on the briny ocean. The 
young gentlemen of the wateh laugh, ami say she must have 
gone up in a waler-spoul, but Ihey laughs so much at mis- 
fortins, generally, that 1 never minds 'em." 

" Have you had a good look-out at the ocean, this morn- 
ing, Master Galley-go," asked Sir Gervaise, drawing his 
head out of a basin of water, lor, by this time, he was half- 
dressed, and making his preparations for (he razor. "You 
used to have an eye for a chase, when we were in a frigate, 
and ought to be able to tell rue if Bluewator is insight." 

" Admiral Blue ! — Well, Sir Jarvy, it is remarkable, but 
I had just rubbed his division out of" my log, and forgotten 
all about it. There was a handful of craft, or so, oft' here 
to the nor 'art!, at daylight, but I never thought it was Ad- 
miral Blue, it being more nat'rat lo suppose him in his place, 
as usual, in toe rear of our own line. Jjet me see, Sir Jarvy, 
how many ships has we absent under Admiral Blue?" 

"Why, the five two-deekers of his own division, to be 
sure, besides the Ranger and fhe Gnat. Seven sail in all." 

"Yes, that's just it! Well, your honour, there was five 
sail to he seen, out here to the nor'ard, as I told you, and, 
sure enough, it may have heen Admiral Blue, with all hia 
craft." 

By this time, Sir Gervaise had his (ace covered with 
lather, but ho i ergo ( the cireimistance in a moment. As 
the wind was at the north-west, and the 1'lantagenet was on 
the larboard tack, looking in the direction of the Bill of 
Portland, though much loo far to the southward to allow the 
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iand lo be seen, his own larboard ijuarler-gallery window 
commanded a good view of the whole horizon to windward. 
Crossing over from tho starboard state-room, which he oc- 
cupied ex-ojficio, he opened (he window in question, and 
look a look lor himself. There, sure enough, was visible a 
squadron of five ships, in close order, aiding leisurely down 
on the two lines, under their nj|.i-s;iils,and just near enough 
to allow it to be .ascertained tivit. their eo-urses were .not set. 
This sight produced a sudden change in all the vice-admi- 
ral's movements. The business ol" the toilet was resumed 
in haste, and the beard was mowed with a slashing hand, 
that might have been hazardous in the motion of a ship, but 
for the long experience of a sailor. This important part of 
the operation was scarcely iiirough, when Locker announced 
the presence of Cap'.ain G raenlv in the main cabin. 

"What now, Greenly? — What now?" called out the 
vice-admiral, pulling as lie withdrew Ids head, again, from 
the basin—" What' now. Greenly ? Any news from Blue- 
water ?" 

"I am happy to tell you, Sir Gervaiso, he lias been in sight 
more than an hour, and is closing with us, though shyly 
and slowly. I would not let you be called, as all was right, 
and I knew sleep was necessary to a clear head." 

" You have done quite riyh:, Greenly ; God willing, I in- 
tend this to be a busy day 1 The French must sec our rear 
division?" 

" Beyond a doubt, sir, but Ihey show no signs of making 
off. M. de Vervillin will fight, I feel certain; though the 
experience of yesterday may render him a litlle shy as to 
the mode." 

" And his crippled ship? — Old Parker's friend — I take it 
she is not visible." 

"You were quite right in your conjecture, Sir Gervaise; 
the crippled ship is oh", as is one of the frigates, no doubt to 
see her in. Blewct, too, bus gone well to windward of the 
French, though lie can fetch into no anchorage short of 
Portsmouth, if this breeze stand." 

" Any haven will do. Oar little success will animate the 
king's party, and give it more eclat, perhaps, than it really 
merits. Let there be no delay wi:.h the breakfast this morn- 
ing, G'.eenly ; it will be a busy day." 
34* 
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" Ay — ay— sir— " answered fhe captain in the sailor's 
usual manner ; " that has been seen to already, as I have 
expected as much. Admiral Blucwt.ii.crr keeps his ships in 
most beautiful order, sir! I do not think the Giesar, which 
leads, is (wo cable's-lengtli from the Dublin, the sternmost 
vessel. He is driving loLir-in-hund, with a tight rein, too, 
depend on it, sir." 



ilnn-bifid. J.J.: finished dressing with an abstracted air, 
and would not have known the last garment was on, had 
Dot Gallcygo given a violent pull on lis skirts, in order to 
smooth the cloth about the shoulders. 

" It is odd, thai .Blucwater should come down nearly he- 
fore the wind, in a line ahead, and not in a line abreast!" 
Sir Gervalse rejoined, as his steward did '.his office lor him, 

" Let Admiral Blue alone, for doing what. 's rijilit," put in 
Galleygo, in his usual confident, tnei self- possessed manner. 
"By keeping his ships astern of hisself, he can tell where 
to find 'em, and we understand.'! from experience, if Admi- 
ral Blue knows where to find a ship, he knows how to use 
her." 

Instead of rcbukinr. tin's iutcvfercn.ee. which went a little 
further than common, Greenlv was .surprised lo sec the vice., 
admiral look his steward intently in the face, ns if the man 
had expressed some shrewd and comprehensive truth. Then 
turning lo his captain, Sir Gcrvaise intimated an intention 
of going on deck to .survey the stale of things with his owe 
eyes. 
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Mks. Hemans. 

The eventful day opened with most of the glories of :i 
summer's morning. Tin.' wind alone prevented it from being 
one of the finest sun-risings of Juiy. That continued fresh, 
at north-west, and, consequently, coo! for the season. Tho 
seas of the south-west gale had enlirely subsided, and were 
already succeeded by the regular but comparatively trifling 
swell of the new breeze, for large ships, it. might be called 
smooth water; though the Driver and Active showed hy 
their pitching and unsteadiness, and even the two-deckers, 
by their waving masts, that the unquiet ocean was yet in 
motion. The wind seemed likely |o stand, and was what 
seamen would be apt to call a good six-knot breeze. 

To leeward, still distant about a league, lay the French 
vessels, drawn up in beautiful array, and in an order so 
close and a line so regular, as to induce the belief that M. 
de Vervillin had made his dispositions lo receive the expected 
attack, in his present position. All his main-top-sails lay 
flat aback; the top-gailnnf-sails were flying loose, but with 
buntlings and clew-linos hauled up ; tho jibs were fluttering 
to leeward of their booms, and the courses were hangiug in 
festoons beneath their yards. This was gallant fighting- 
canvass, and it t^citeil the admiration oi' even his enemies, 
To increase this feeling, Just as Sir Gervaise's foot reached 
the poop, the whole French line displayed their ensigns, aod 
le Foiidroijtuit fired a gun to windward. 

" Hey ! Greenly ?" exclaimed the Foolish commander-in- 
chief; " this is a manly defiance, and coining from M. de 
Vervillin, it means something! He wishes to take the day 
for it; though, as I think half that time will answer, we will 
wash up the cups before we go at it. Make the signals, 
Bunting, for tho ships to heave-to, and then to get theit 
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breakfasts, as fast as possible. Steady breeze — steady 
bree/.e, Greenly, avid all we want !" 

Five minutes later, whiie -Sir Gervaise was running his 
eye over the signal-book, the P la ntage net's calls were piping 
Ihe people to their morning meal, at least, an hour earlier 
than common ; the people repaired to their messes, with a 
sort of stem joy ; every man in the ship understanding Ihe 
reason of a summons so unusual. The calls of the vessels 
astern were heard soon alior, and one of the officers who 
was watching the enemy with a glass, reported that ho 
thought the French were breakfasting, also. Orders being 
given to the oilier: m to employ the next half hour in the 
same manner, nearly everybody was .soon engaged in eating; 
few thinking that ihc 'meal might probably be their last. Sir 
Gervaise felt a concern, which ho succeeded hi concealing, 
however, at the circumstance that the ships to windward 
made no more sail ; though he refrained from signalling tiro 
rear-admiral to thai elleet, lro:ri lenderness to his friend, and 
a vague apprehension of what, might be the consequences. 
While the crews were eating, he stood gazing, thoughtfully, 
at the noble spectacle Ihe enemy offered, lo leeward, occa- 
sionally turning wistful glances at Ihe division that was con- 
stantly drawing nearer to windward. At length Greenly, 
himself, reported (hat Ihe Plaiitugenet had " turned the 
hands-to," again. At this intelligence, Sir Gervaise started, 
as from a reverie, smiled, and spoke. We will here remark, 
that now, as on the previous day, all the natural excitability 
of manner had disappeared from the commander-in-chief, 
and he was quiet, and exceedingly gentle in his deportment. 
This, all who knew him, understood to denote a serious de- 
termination to engage. 

" I have desired Ga'leysto to set my liltlc table, half an 
hour hence, in the aiter-cabin, Greenly, and you will share 
the meal with me. Sir Wycherly will be of our party, and 
I hope it will not he the last, time we may meet at the same 
board. It is necessary everything should be in fighling-order 

"So f understand it, Sir Gervaise. Wo are ready to 
begin, as soon as ihe order shall be received." 

" Wait one moment until Bunting comes up from hh 
breakfast. Ah 1 here he is, and we are quite ready for him, 
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luring bent-on the signal m his absence. Show the; order. 
Bunting ; for the day advances." 

The little flags were fluttering at the mam-top-galkint- 
mast-headol'thePlanln.gcui:: in less than one minute, and in 
another it was repealed by the Cliloe, Driver, and Active, 
all of which were lying-fo, a quarter of a mile to windward, 
charged in particular with this, among other duties. So 
well was this signal known, (hat no:, a book in the fleet was 
consuhed, but all the ships answered, the instant the Ila^s 
could be .seen and understood. Then the shrill whistles 
were heard aloiu; (he line, calling "All hands" to "deal 
ship for action, ahoy !" 

No sooner was this order (riven in the I'-Rlltagenet, Ihnn 
the ship became a scene of active (ml orderly exertion. The 
top-men were on the yards, sloppcriuir, swinging the yards 
in chains, and lashing, in order to prevent shot from doing 
more injury than was unavoidable: bulwarks were knocked 
down ; mess-chests, bags, and all other domestic appliances, 
disappeared bdow,'' a;id the decks were den rod of every 
thing which could be removed, and whieh would not be ne- 
cessary in an engagement. Fully a quarter of an hour was 
thus occupied, (or (here was no haste, and as it was no mo- 
ment of mere parade, it was necessary that (he work should 
bo effectually done. The officers ibrbade baste, and nothing 
important was reported as eflecled, that some one in autho- 
rity did not examine with bis own eyes, to see that no pro- 
per oare had been neglected. Then Mr. Bury, the first lieu- 
tenant, went on the main-yard, in person, to look at the 
manner in which if bad been slung, while he sent the boat- 
swain up forward, on the same errand. These were unu- 
sual precautions, hut the word had passed through the ship 
"that Sir Jarvy was in earnest;" and whenever it was 
known that "Sir Jarvy" was in such a humour, every one 
understood that the day's work was to be hard, if not long. 

"Our breakfast is ready, Sir Jarvy," reported Galleygo, 
■' and as the decks is all clear, the b'ys can make a clean 

* In the action of (lie Ni!i:, ninny of I ho french ships, under tile im- 
pression tliat liic cni'iiiv must flange nn the onlniile, put their lumber, 

eliore butteries; mid when tin: hVius.-L nisuhoriid inshore- of them, these 
butteries could not be used ! 
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run of it from the coppers. I only wants to know when to 
serve ir, your honour." 

" Serve it now, my good fellow. Tell the Bowideros to 
be nimble, and expect us below. Come, Greenly — come, 
Wychecombc — we are the last to eat— let us not be the last 
\t our stations." 

"Ship's clear, sir," reported B;iry to his captain, as the 
hree reached the mia. iter- deck, nn their way to the cabin. 

"Very well, Bury; when the fleet is signalled to go to 
jiMi'ters, we will obey with the rest." 

As this was said, Greenly looked at the vice-admiral to 
ialch his wishes. But Sir Gervaise had no intention of 
fauguiug his people unnecessarily. JTe hud leii his private 
orders with Bunting, ami he passed down without an answer 
or a glance. The arrangements in the a iter .cabin were as 
snug and as comfortable as if the breakfast-table had been 
set in a private house, and the trio took their scats and com- 
menecil operations with hearty good will. ' The vice-admiral 
ordered the doors 'brown open, and as the port -lids were up, 
from the place where he sal be could command glimpses, 
both to leeward and to windward, that included a view of 
the enemy, as well as one of his own expected reinforce- 
ments. The Bowldcros wvc in full livery, and more active 
and attentive than usual eveu. Their station in battle — for 
no man on hoard a vessel of war is an "idler" in a combat 
— was on the poop, as musketeers, near the person of their 
master, whose colours they wore, under the ensign of their 
prince, like vassals of an ancient baron. Notwithstanding 
the crisis of the morning, however, these men performed 
their customary functions with the precision and method of 
English menials, omilting no luxury or usage of the table. 
On a sofa behind the table, was spread the full dress-coat 
of a vice-admiral, then a neat but plain uniform, without 
cither lace or epaulettes, but decorated with a rich star in 
brilliants, the emblem of the order of the Bath. This coat 
Sir Gervaise always wore in buttle," unless the weather ren- 
dered a "storm-uniform," as he used to'term a plainer 
attire, necessary. 

The breakfast passed off pleasantly, the gentlemen eating 
rfs if no momentous events were near. Just at its closu. 
however, Sir Gervaise leaned forward, and looking through 
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one of the weather- ports of the main cabin, an expression 
01" pleasure ilhimiuaied lj[.y countenance, ris he said— - 

"Ah! there go Hkiev.a.iers Mgna.ls, at last! — a certain 
pioof that ho is about to put himself in communication with 

"I have been a good deal surprised, sir," observed Green- 
ly, a little drily, though with great respect of manner, " that 
you have' riot ordered ilie rear-ad mi iid to make mora sail. 
He is jogging along like a heavy wagon, and yet I hardly 
think he can mistake lli0.se live ships tor Frenchmen !" 

" He is .never in a hurry, and no doubt wishes to let kia 
crews breakfast, before lie closes. I'll, warrant ye, now, 
gentlemen, that his ships are at this moment all as clear as 
a church five minutes after the blessing lias been pro- 
nounced." 

"It will not be one of our Virginian churches, then, Sir 
Gervaise," observed WycheHy, smiling ; " l/iei) ser>e for an 
exchange, to give and receive news in, after the service is 

''Ay, that's the old rule — first pray, and then gossip. 
Well, Bunting, what dees uie rear-admiral say?" 

" Upon my word, Sir Gervaise, I can make nothing of 
the signal, though it is easy enough to make out the flags," 
answered the pi;z;d<:d siisiaboflicer. "Will you have the 
goodness to look at the hook yourself, sir. The number is 
one hundred and forty." 

" One hundred and forty ! Why, that, must have some- 
tiling to do with anchoring 1 — ay, here it is. 'Anchor,! 
cannot, having lost my cables.' Who the devil asked him 
!o anchor ?" 

"That's just it, sir. The sijjnal-oflicor on board the 
Ccesar must have made some mistake in his flags; for, 
though the distance is considerable, em' glasses are good 
enough to read them." 

"Perhaps Admiral Bkiewatcr has set the private, per- 
sonal, telegraph a! -.verb, sir," cTu.if.-l.ly observed Greenly. 

The commaTider- in-chief actually changed colour at this 
suggestion. His face, at first, flushed to crimson ; then it 
became pale, like the c.Hiiiteai.uiee of one who suffered under 
acute bodily pain. Wyeherly observed this, and respectfully 
inquired if Sir Gervaise were ill. 
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" I Uanli you, young sir," answered the vice-admiral, 
smiling painfully ; " it is over. I believe I shall have to go 
into doak, and let Magrath look at some of my old hurts, 
which are sometime* troublesome. Mr. Bunting, do me the 
favour to go on deck, rind ascertain, by a careful examina- 
tion, if a short red pennant be not set some ten or twelve 
feet above the uppermost (lair. Now, Greenly, we will take 
the other cup of tea, for there is plenty of leisure." 

Two or three brooding minutes followed. Then Bunting 
returned to say (be pennant. «-«s there, a fact he had quite 
overlooked in his former observation?, couibtinding the nar- 
row flag in question with the .roirulai' pennant of the king. 
This short red pennant denoted that the communication was 
verbal, according to a method invented by Bluewatcr him- 
self, and by means of which, issins the ordinary numbers, 
he was enabled to commi.niicat.fi with his friend, without any 
of the captains, or, indeed, without Sir Gorvaise's own sig- 
nal-officer's knowing what was said. In a word, without 
having recourse to any now flags, but, by simply giving 
new numbers to the old ones, and reierrhig to a prepared 
dictionary, it was possibk: to Isold a conversation in sen- 
tences, that should be a secret to all but themselves. Sir 
Gervaise took down the number of the signal that was fly- 
ing, and then be directed limiting to show the answering 
flag, with a similar pennant over it, and to continue this 
operation so long as I ho rear-admiral might, make his sig- 
nals. The numbers were to be sent below as fast as re- 
ceived. As soon as Bunting disappeared, the vice-admiral 
unlocked a secretary, the key of which was never out of his 
own possession, took from it a small dictionary, 1 and laid it by 
his plate. All this time the break last, proceeded, signals of 
this nature frequently occurring between the two admirals. 
In the course of the next ten minutes, a quarter- master 
brought below a succession of numbers written on small 
pieces of paper ; after which Bunting appeared himself to 
say that the C;ese.r had stopped signalling. 

Sir Gervaise now iooked out each word "by its propel 
number, and wrote it down with bis pencil as he proceeded, 
until the whole read — " God sake — make no signal. En- 
gage not." No sooner was (be communication understood 
than the paper was torn into minuto fragments, the boolt 
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replaced, and the vioc-udmirul, turning with a (aim deter- 
mined countenance (o Greenly, ordered him to lieat to quar- 
ters as soon as Bui-ilius: could show a signal to the fleet to 
the same effect. On this hint, all bt.it the vice-admiral went 
on deck, and the Bowlder instantly set about removing the 
table and all the other appliances. Finding himself annoy- 
ed 'by the movements of the servants, Sir Gervuise walked 
out into the great cabin, which, regardless of its present 
condition, ho began to pace as was his wont when lost 
in thought. The bulk-heads being down, and the furniture 
removed, this was in truth walking in night of the crew. 
All who happened to be on the main-deck could see what 
passed, though no one presumed to enter a spot that was 
tabooed to vulgar feet, even when thus exposed. The as- 
pect and manner of " Sir Jarvy," however, were not over- 
looked, and the men prognosticated it serious time. 

Such was the state of things, when the drums beat to 
quarters, throughout the whole line. At the first tap, the 
great cabin sunk to the level of an ordinary battery ; the 
seamen of two guns, with the proper officers, entering with- 
in the sacred limits, and coolly setting about clearing their 
pieces, and making the other preparations necessary for an 
action. All this lime Sir Gervuise continued pacing what 
would have been the centre of his own cabin had the bulk- 
heads stood, the grim-looking sailors avoiding liira with 
great dexterity, and invariably kinchin;.: their hats as they 
were compelled to "Ink: nms his person, though everything 
went on as if he were not present. Sir Gervaise might have 
remained lost in though! irii.tc.li longer than he did, had not 
the report of a gun recalled him to a consciousness of the 
scene that was enacting around him. 

,: What 's that i" suddenly demanded the vice-admiral — 
" Is Bluewater signalling again V 

" No, Sir Gervaise/' answered the fourth lieutenant, 
looking out of a ice port ; " it. is the French admiral giving 
us another weather-gun ; as much as to ask why we don't 
go down. This is the second compliment of the same sort 
that he has paid tu already to-day !" 

These words were not all spoken beiore the vice-admiral 
was on the quarter-deck ; in half a minute more, he was on 
i-hc poop. Here he found Greenly, Wychecombe and Bunt- 
35 



HoslecbyGoOgle 



irtg, all looking" with interest at the beautiful lino of tilt 
enemy, 

" Monsieur do Vervillin is impatient to wipe off the dis- 
grace of yesterday, " observed the lirst, " as is apparent by 
the invitations he gives us to come down. I presume Ad- 
miral Rluewalcr will wake up at this last hint." 

" By Heaven, iic has hauled Im wind, and is standing to 
[he northward and eastward !" exclaimed Sir Gervaisc, sur- 
prise overcoming all bis discretion. "Although an extra- 
ordinary movetnen', at sued a time, it is wonderful in what 
beautiful order Wuewater keeps his ships !" 
' All that was said was true enough. The rear-admiral's 
division having suddenly hauled tip, in a close line ahead, 
each ship followed bar leader as mechanically as if I hey 
moved by a common impulse. As no one in the least doubt- 
ed the rear- admiral's loyalty, and his courage was of proof, 
it was the general opinion that this unusual manoeuvre had 
some connection with the unintelligible signals, and the 
young officers laughingly inquired among themselves what 
" Sir ,l;ii'vy wis likely to do next?" 

It would seem, however, that Monsieur de Vervillin sus. 
peoted a repetition of some of (he scenes of the preceding 
day ; for, no sooner did he perceive tlmt the English rear 
was hugging the wind, than five of his leading ships filled, 
and drew ahead, as if to meet that division, manoeuvring te 
double on the bead of his line ; while the remaining live, 
with the Foudroyant, still lay with their top-sails to the 
mast, waiting for their enemy to come down. Sir Gcrvatse 
could not stand this long. He determined, if possible, to 
bring Bluewater to terms, and he ordered the Plantagenct to 
fill. Followed by his own division, ho wore immediately, 
and went off under easy sail, quartering, towards Monsieur 
do Vcrvillin's rear, (o avoid being raked. 

The quarter of an hour that succeeded was one of intense 
interest, and of material changes ; though not a shot was 
fired. As soon as the Com'e de Vervillin perceived that 
the English were disposed to come nearer, lie signalled his 
own division to bear up, and to run offdead before the wind, 
under their top-sails, commencing astern; which reversed 
his order of sailing, and brought !e Foudroyant In the rear, 
or nearest to the enemy. This was no sooner done, than 



Hosiec by Google 



THE TWO AllMIEtLS. 41! 

he settled nil his top-pails 
mistdkiiiii: this manoeuvre. 
Gervaise to come down, fairly alongside ; the hearing up at 
once removing all risk oi' being riiked in so doing. The 
English commander-in-chief was not a man to neglect such 
a palpable challenge ; but, making a few signals to direct 
the mode of attack he contemplated, lie so! foresail and main- 
top-gallant sail, and brought the wind directly over his own 
taffrail. The vessels astern followed like clock-work, and 
then no one doubled that the mode of attack was settled for 
that day. 

As the French, with iVloiisio:.o' de VerviNbi, were still half 
a mile to the southward and eastward of the approaching 
division of their enemy, the Coinle collected all his frigates 
and corvettes on his starboard bund, leaving a clear ap- 
proach to Sir Gervaise on his larboard beam. This bint 
was understood, too, and the Plantagenet steered a course 
that would bring her up on that side of le Foudroyant, and 
at the distance of about one hundred yards from the muz- 
zles of her guns. This threatened to be close work, and 
unusual work in ileeis, fit that day : but it was the game our 
commander-in-chief was fond of playing, and it was one, 
also, that. promised soonest to bring mailers to a result. 

These preliminaries arranged, there was yet leisure for 
the respective eommiindrfs to look about them. The French 
were still fully a mile ahead of their enemies, and as both 
fleets were going in the same direction, the approach of the. 
English was so slow as to leave some twenty minutes of 
that solemn breathing lime, which :reigns in a disciplined 
ship, previous to the commencement of_the combat. The 
feelings of the two eoraienndei's-in-cbief, at this pregnant in- 
stall', were singularly in contradiction to each other. The 
Comte de Vervihm saw that tbe rear division of his force, 
under the Gontre-Amiral le Vicomte des Prez, was in the 
very position he desired it to be, having- obtained the advan- 
tage of the wind by the English division's coming down, 
and by keeping its own bin", lietween the two French offi- 
cers there was a perfect understanding as lo the course each 
was to take, and hoth now felt-sanguine hopes of being 
able to obliterate the di-graee of the previous day, and thut, 
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loo, by means very similar to those by which it had been 
incurred. On the other hand, Hir Gervaiso was beset with 
doubts as to the course Bluewaler might pursue. He could 
not, however, come to (lie conclusion thai he would abandon 
him to the joint efforts of the two hostile divisions ; and so 
long as the French rear- admiral was occupied by the Eng- 
lish force to windward, it left, to himsdfa clear field and no 
favour in the action with Monsieur do Vcrvillin. lie knew 
Bluewatcr's generous nature too well, not to feel certain his 
own compliance with the request not to signal his inferior 
would touch his heart, and give him a double chance with 
all his better fadings. Never; heless, Sir Gervuise Oakes did 
not lead into this action without many and painful misgiv- 
ings. He had lived loo long in the world not to know that 
political prejudice was the most demoralizing of all our 
weaknesses, veiling our private vices under the plausihlo 
concealment of the public weal, and rendering even the well- 
disposed insensible to the wrong* they commit to individuals, 
by means of the deceptive (iattery of serving the commu- 
nity. As doubt was more painful than the certainty of his 
worst forebodings, however, and it was not in his nature to 
refuse a combat so fairly oilered, lie was resolved to close 
with the Corate at every hazard, trusting the issue to God, 
and his own efforts. 

The flanta genet presented an clomient picture of order 
and preparation, as she drew near the French line, on this 
memorable occasion. Ucr people were all at quarters, and, 
as Gree.nly walked through her batteries, he found every 
gun on the starboard side loose, levelled, and ready to be 
fired ; while the opposite merely required a turn or two of 
the tackles to be cast loose, the priming to be applied, and 
the lougerhead 1o follow, in order to be discharged, also. 
A death-like stillness reigned from the poop to the cockpit, 
the older seamen ocrHsiona.lv glancing through their ports 
in order to ascertain the relative positions of the two fleets, 
that they might be ready for the collision. As the English 
got within musket-snot, the French ran their topsails to the 
mast-heads, and their ships gathered fre.vher way through 
the water. Still the former moved with the greatest velocity, 
carrying the most sail, and impelled by the greater mo- 
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tmmtum. When near enough, however, Sir Gervaise gave 
tile order to reduce (he canvass of his own ship. 

"That will do, Greenly," he said, in a mild, quiet tone. 
" Let run the top-gal la ni.-hidyiirds, ami haul up the foresail. 
The way you have, will bring you "tiiirly alongside." 

The captain gave the necessary orders, and the master 
shortened sail accordingly. Still llie I'lantngeiiet shot ahead, 
and, in three or four minutes more, her bows doubled so 
far on le Foudroya ill's quarter, as to permit a gun to bear. 
This was the signal for bolii sides, each ship opening as it 
might l>e in the same hreath. The flash, the roar, and the 
eddying smoke followed in quick succession, and in a period 
of time that seemed nearly instantaneous. The crash of 
shot, and the shrieks of wounded mingled with the infernal 
din, for nature extorts painful concessions of human weak- 
nesses, at such moments, oven from the bravest and firmest. 
Bunting was in the act of repor'ing to Sir Gervaise that no 
signal could yet be seen from (tie Gresar, in the midst of this 
uproar, when a small round-sho' discharged from the French, 
man's poop, passed through his hotly, lilc-rally driving the 
heart before it, [caving him dead at Ins commander's feet. 

" 1 shall depend on you, Sir YVyoherly, for the discharge 
of poor Bunting's duty, the remainder of (he cruise," ob- 
served Sir Gervaise, with a smile in which courtesy and 
regret struggled singularly for the mastery. " Quarter- 
masters, lay Mr. Hunting's body a little out. of the way, and 
cover it with those signals. They are a suitable pall for so 

Just as this occurred, (lie Warspitc came clear of the 
Plantagenct, on her outside, according to orders, and she 
opened with her forward guns, taking the second ship in 
the French line for her target. In two minutes more these 
vessels also were furious!;' engaged in the hot strife. In 
(his manner, ship af'er ship passed on the outside of the 
Plantagenet, and sheered into her berth ahead of her who 
had just been her own leader, until the Achilles, Lord Mor- 
ganic, the last of the five, lay fairly side by side with le 
Conq'iereur, the vessel now tit the head of the French line. 
That the reader may understand the incidents more readily, 
we will give the opposing lines in the precise form in whirli 
they lay, viz. 
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Plantagenet le Foudroyant 

Warepite le Temeraire 

Blenheim le Dugay Trotlin 

Thunderer l'Ajax 

Achiltes le Conquereur, 

The constantly recurring discharges of four hundred 
pieces ol' heavy ordnance, within a space so small, had the 
effect to repel (.Iks regular currents of air, and, almost im- 
mediately, to lessen a breeze of six or seven knots, to one 
that would not propel a ship more than two or three. This 
was the first observable phenomenon connected with the ac- 
tion, but, as it had been expected, Hir Gervaisc had used the 
precaution to lay bis ships as near as possible in the posi- 
tions in which be intended them to fight the battle. The 
nest great physical e.on.seq ueuce, one equally expected and 
natural, but which wrought a great change in the aspect of 
the battle, was the cloud of smoke in which the ten ships 
were suddenly enveloped. At the first broadsides between 
the two admirals, volumes of light, fleecy vapour rolled 
over the sea, medium midway, and rising thence in curling 
wreaths, left nothing but the roasts and sails of the ad- 
versary visible in the hostile ship. This, of itself, would 
have soon hidden the combatants in the bosom of a nearly 
impenetrable cloud ; but as the vessels drove onward Ihey 
entered deeper beneath the sulphurous canopy, until it 
spread on each side of them, shutting out the view of ocean, 
skies, and horizon. The burning of the priming below con- 
tributed to Increase l.be smoke, mi!il, not only was respira- 
tion often difficult, but those who fought only a iew yards 
apart frequently couid not recognise each other's faces. 
In the midst of this scene of obscurity, and a din that might 
.'well have alarmed the caverns of the ocean, the earnest and 
well-drilled seameu toiled at their ponderous guns, and reme- 
died with ready bands the injuries received in the rigging, 
each man as intent on his own particular duty as if he 
wrought in (he occupations of an ordinary gale. 

" Sir Wycherly," observed the vice-admiral, when the 
ciiiiuoiiadiiiH- had continued some twenty minutes, "there is 
little for a flag-officer to do in such a cloud of smoke. I 
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would give much to know :be exact positions of llie divi- 
sions of our two rear-admirals?" 

" There is but one mode of ascertaining that, Sir Ger- 
vaise — if it be your pleasure, I will attempt it. By going 
'n-top-gallant-yard, one miyht get a clear view, 



Sir Gervaise smiled his ;;p|iri.>b;dioti, i;mJ presently he saw 
[he young man ascending the main-rigging, though half 
eoneeuled in smoke. Just at this instant, Greenly ascended 
to the poop, from making a lour of observation below. With- 
out 'Waiting for a quoslbn, the captain made his report. 

" We are doing pretty well, now, Sir Gervaise, though 
the first broadside of the Cointe treated us roughly. 1 think 
his fire slackens, and .Bury says, he is certain that his fore- 
top-mast is already gone. At all events, out lads are in 
good spirits, and as yet all ihc sticks keep their places." 

"I'm glad of this, Greenly; parlicuku'ly of the fatter, 
just at this moment. 1 see you are looking at those signals 
—they cover the body of poor Bunting." 

" And this train of blood to the ladder, sir — I hope our 
young biii'onet is not hurt?" 

" No, it is one of the Bowldcros, who has lost a leg. I 
shall have to see that lie want-:: for nothing hereafter." 

There was a pause, mid then boili the gentlemen smiled, 
as they heard the crushing work made by a shot just be- 
neath them, which, by the sounds and the direction, they 
knew had passed through Grecnly's crockery. Still neither 
spoke. After a lew more minutes of sdenr observation, Sir 
Gervaise remarked that ho ihoiurht the flashes of the French 
guns more distant than they had been at first, though, at 
that instant, not a trace of their enemy was to be discovered, 
except in the roar of r.he guns, and in these very flashes, and 
their effect on the Plantagenet. 

" If so, sir, the Com to begins to find his bertli too hot for 
htm ; here is the wind still directly over our taffrait, such 
as it. is." 

" No — no— we s'eer as we began — 1 keep my eye on that 
compass below, and am certain we hold a straight course. 
Go forward, Greenlv, and see (hat a sharp look-out is kepi 
ahead. It is time some of our own ships should be crippled; 



Hosiec by Google 



we must bo careful not to run into them. Should such a 
thing happen, sheer him! to slur Sward, and pass inside." 

" Ay — ay — Sir Gervaise ; your wishes shall be arlended 
Id." 

As this was said, Greenly disappeared, and, at the nexl 
Lustant, vV'yehe.rly stood in his place. 

" Well, sir— J am gkid to see you back safe. If Greenly 
were here, now, he wo;ild inquire about his mu-ste, hut I wish 
to know the position of the ships." 

" I am the bearer of had news, sir. Nothing at all could 
be seen from the top; but in the cross-trees, I got a good 
look through the smoke, and am sorry to say the French 
rear-ad intra I is coming down last on our larboard -quarter, 
with all his force. We shall have him abeam in rive 



"And Bluewater V demanded Sir Gervaise, quick as 
lightning. 

" I could see nothing of Admiral Bluewater's ships ; but 
knowing the importance: of this intelligence, I came down' 
immeiiiafcly, and by llie back-slay." 

" You have done well, sir. Send a midshipman forward 
for Captain Greenly : (lien pass below yourself, and let 
the lieutenants in the batteries hear the news-. . They must 
divide their people, and by all moans yivo a prompt and well- 
directed first broadside." 

Wycherlv waited for no more. He ran below with the 
activity of his years. The me-suge iususd Greenly between 
the knight-heads, but ho hurried aft to the poop to ascertain 
its object. It took Sir Gervaise lji.il. a moment to explain it 
all to the captaiu. 

" In the name of Heaven, what can 
about," exclaimed Greenly, "that it 
admiral come upon us, in a moment like this!" 

"Of that, sir, it is unnecessary to speak Jioif" answered 
(he commander-in-chief, solemnly. " Our present business 
is to got ready for this new enemy. Go info the batteries 
again, and, as you prize victory, be careful not to throw 
away the first discharge, in the smoke." 

As time pressed. Greedy swallowed his discontent, ami 
departed. The five minutes that succeeded were hitler 
minutes to Sir Gervaisc Oakes. Beside himself there wen- 
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but five men on the poop ; viz., the fpiaitet'-mastcr who 
tended the signals, and Ihree ol'the JAjwlderos. All of these 
were using muskets as usual, though dm vice-admiral never 
permitted marines lo be suaiuued ;il a point which he wished 
to be as clear of smoke, and as much removed from bustle 
as possible. He began !o pace this comparatively vacant 
little deck with a quick stop, ousting wiiili.il glances towards 
the larboard-quarter ; but though the smoke occasionally 
cleared a little in that direction, the firing liaving much slack- 
ened from exhaustion in the men, as well as from injuries 
given and received, ho was unable to detect any signs of a 
ship. Such was the slate of things when Wyehcrly returned 
and reported that his orders were delivered, and part of the 
people were already in the larboard-batteries. 



CHAPTER XXVIII. 



Ami hIi, (]]« :i;a.- »-i!i-!i; 

The welLieiwd nii:i», i! 
TLe IniiirM.- cmi; I, f 



ii:i,ii:i!> 1. 1 



When jLt a word, the lops are manned on liigli : 

Mark lo tin: Iir^f.'.vniii'.i call, (ill.' cln;r!-intr cry ! 
White through tt.c !=!};sm:m's hand tin; Uu-.kk. glides, 
Or BtlitKil-tiiiy iiu([-lil|iii!Mii, tlmt, finding by, 
Slraius iitK shrill ;>ipi\ sis jeioil or ij) betides, 
And well the docile i iviv that sliilllil urchin guides." 

"Ake you quite sure, Mir \V'ych. ily VVyohecombe, that 
there is not some mistake about the approach of the rear di- 
vision of the French '" inquired the vice-admiral, endeavour- 
ing to catch some glimpse of (he water, through the smoke 
on the larboard hand. " May not some crippled ship of our 
own have sheered from the line, and been left by us, un- 
knowingly, on that, side?" 

" No, Sir Gervaise, there is no mistake ; there can be 
none, unless I may have been deceived a little in the dis- 
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tance. I saw nothing but '.ho sails ami spars, not of a sia- 
gle vessel, l>ut of tftrte ships ; ;md one of them wore the 
ling of a. French rear-admira! fit the mr/zen. As a proof 
that I was not mistaken, sir, there it is this minute !" 

The smoke on the off side of the I'kiiitngeneb as a matter 
ofcoui'3e, was much lcs.s dense than that en the side engaged, 
and the wind beginning to blow in eddies, as ever happens 
in a heavy cannonaoe, there wen/ moments in which it cast 
aside the " shroud of battle." At that instant an opening 
occurred through which fi single m.'isl, and a singlo sail 
were visible, in (he precipe spot where Wyc.herly had stated 
the enemy might be looked for. It was a mizzeo -top- sail, 
beyond a question, and above it was fluttering the little 
square flag of the rear-admiral. Sir Gervatse decided on 
the character of the vessel, and on his own course, in an 
instant. Stepping to ihe edge of the poop, with his natural' 
voice, without the aid of a trumpet of any sort, he called out 
in tones that rose above the roar .of the contest, the ominous 
hut familiar nautical woro's of" stand hy !" Perhaps a call 
from powerful hmgs (and the vice-admiral's voice, when he 
chose to use it, was like the blast of a clarion) is clearer and 
more impressive, when unaided by instruments, than when 
it comes disguised and unnatural through a lube. At any 
rate, these words were heard even on the lower dcclt, hy 
those who stood near the hntdies. Taking them up, they 
were repeated by a dozen voices, with si:eh expressions as 
"Look out, lads ; Sir .larvv's awake f " Sight your guns!" 
"Wait till she's square!" and other similar admonitions 
that it is usual for the sea -officer to give, as lie is about to 
e the strife. At this critical moment, Sir Gervaise 



agiiin look d up. and c.i 
as it passed into a va 

m, and, as if doubling all his powers, 
" fire !" Greenly was standing en the 
lower-deck ladder, with his he;a! just even with the coam- 
ings of the hatch, as this order reached him, and he re- 
peated it in a voice scarcely less startling. The cloud on 
■the larboard side was driven in all directions, like dust scat- 
tered hy wind. The ship seemed on fire, and the missiles 
of forly-one guns flew on (heir deadly errand, as it might ha 
ul a single flash. The old Planiagencl trembled to her keel 
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and hj v.-ii bowed u lifllc at the recoils, l;ui, like one ^u.ddr nlv 
relieved from a burthen, righ'.ed and wont on her way none 
the less active. Thai timely bi'Oiu.iside saved the Lhiglish 
commander-in-chief's ship from an early defeat. It took the 
crew of !(■! Pln'.on, her nnv adversary, by surprise ; lor I hey 
had not been abk-; to distinguish the precise position of their 
enemy ; and, besides riding vasf injury to both hull and peo- 
ple, drew her fire at an un propitious moment. So uncer- 
tain and hasty, indeed, was the discharge the French ship 
gave in return, that no small portion of the contents of her 
guns |''--!.:d ahead of the 1'kmtagcne , and went into the lar- 
board qiiinter of Ic 'femora ire, the French admiral's se- 
cond ahead. 

"That was a timely salule," said Sir Gervaise, smiling 
as soon as the lire of his new enemy had been received with- 
out material injury. "The iirsf blow is always half the 
battle. We may now work on with some hopes of success. 
Ah ! here comes Grceniy again, God be praised ! unhurt." 

The meeting of these two experienced seamen was cor- 
dial, but not without grea! seriousness. Doth felt that the 
situation of not only the ship, but of the whole fleet, was 
extremely critical, the odds being much too great, and the 
position of the enemy ioo favourable, not to render the re- 
sult, to say the very (east, .exceedingly doubtful. Some 
advantage had certainly been obtained, thus Ihr; but there 
was little hope of preserving it long. The circumstances 
called for very decided raid particularly bold measures. 

" My mind is made up, Greenly," observed the vice-ad- 
miral. " We must go aboard of one of these ships, and 
make it a hand-to-hand affair. We will take the French 
coiTunatider-iLi-ehiei'; lie is evidently a goad deal cot up by 
trie manner In which his f re slackens, and if we can carry 
him, or even force him out of the line, it will give us a bet- 
ter chance with the rest. As for Blnewater, God only 
knows what has become of him! He is not here, at any 
rate, and we must help ourselves." 

" You have only to order, Sir Gervaise, to bo obeyed. I 
v.-iii iead 'ho boarders, myself" 

"It must be a setiora! ihing, Greenly ; I rather think we 
shall all of us have to go aboard of lr.-s Fund roy (ill t; Go, 
orders, and when everything is ready, 
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round, in a little on the larboard braces, clap your helm 
a-port, and give the ship ;i rank sheer to starboard. This 
will bring matters to a crisis at once. By letting the fore- 
s;dl [all, and setting the spanker, you might shove the ship 
ahead a little faster." 

Greenly instantlv Icli the poop on Ibis new and important 
duty. He sent his orders into the batteries, bidding the 
people remain ul. (heir gnus, however, to the last moment; 
and particularly instructing the captain of marines, its to 
the manner in winch lie was to cover, and then follow the 
boarding-party. This done, ho gave; orders to brace for- 
ward the yards, as directed by Sir Gervaise. 

The reader will not overlook the material circumstance 
that all we have related occurred amid the din of battle. 
Gnns were exploding at each instant, the cloud of smoke 
was bcth thickening and extending, (ire was flashing in the 
semi -obscurity of its volumes, shot were rending the wood 
and cutting the rigging, and the piercing shrieks of agony, 
only so much the more appalling by being extorted from 
the stern and resolute, blended their thrilling accompani- 
ments. Men seemed to be converted into demons, and yet 
there was a lofty and stubborn resolution to conquer min- 
gled with all, that ennobled the strife and rendered it heroic. 
The broadsides that were delivered in succession down the 
line, as ship after ship of the rear division reached her sta- 
tion, however, proclaimed that Monsieur des Prez had imi- 
tated Sir GervaiseV mode of ciosiiiij, (he only one by means 
of which the leading vessel could escape destruction, and 
that the Iviglish n'f'ii; conudeVly doubled on. At this mo- 
ment, the sail-trimmers of the Plantagenet handled their 
braces. The first pull was the last. No sooner were the 
ropes started, than the fore-top-mast went over the bows, 
dragging after it the main with all its hamper, the mizzen 
snapping like a pipe^stem, at the cap. By this cruel acci- 
dent, the result of many injuries to shrouds, back-stays and 
spars, the situation of the Plantagenet became worse than 
ever; for, not only was the wreck to he partially cleared, at 
least, to fight many of the larboard guns, but the command 
of the ship was, in a great measure, lost, in the centre of 
one of the most infernal miUes that ever accompanied a 
combat at sea. 
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At no time does tin:: t miner! saiman ever appear so great, 
as when he meets sudden misfortune:; with the steadiness 
and quiet which it is a materia! part of the morale of disci- 
pline to inculcate. Greenly was full of ardour for the as- 
sault, and was thinking of the host mode of running foul 
of his adversary, whim this calamity occur rod ; hut the masts 
were hardly down, when lie dumped ttll his thoughts to a 
new current, and called out to the sail-trimmers to " laj 
over, and clear the wreck." 

Sir Gervaise, too, met wii.li a sudden and violent check 
to the current of his [feelings. ITo had collected his Bowl" 
dcros, and was givhii; his instructions as to the manner in 
which they were to follow, and keep near his person, in the 
expected hand-to-hand encounter, when the heavy rushing 
of the air, and the swoop of the muss from above, announced 
what had occurred. Turning to the men, he calmly order- 
ed them to aid in gottiniv rid of the incumbrances, and was 
in the very act of directing Wycherly to join in the same 
duty, when the latter exclaimed — 

"See, Sir Gervaise, here comes another of the French- 
men clone upon our quarter. By heavens, they must mean 
to board I" 

The vice-admiral insiinetiveiy g/aspod his sword-hilt 
tighter, and limed in iho direction mentioned by his com- 
panion. There, indeed, came a fresh ship, shoving the 
cloud aside, and, by the clearer atmosphere that seemed to 
accompany her, apparently hr-iiigiug down a current of air 
stronger than common. When lirst seen, the jib-boom and 
bowsprit were both enveloped in smoke, h:n his bellying fore- 
top-sail, and the canvass hanging in fes'oons, loomed grandly 
in the vapour, Iho black yards seeming to embrace the 
wreaths, merely to oast them ; « side. The proximity, too, 
was lfearfi.il, her yard-arms promising to clear those of the 
Plantagenet only by a few feet, as her dark bows brushed 
along the admiral's side. 

" This will be fearlVi! work, indeed !" exclaimed Sir Ger. 
vaise. " A fresh broadside from a .ship so near, will sweep 
all from the spars. Go, Wyehocombe, tell Greenly to cali 
in — Hold! — 'T is an Knglisii ship ! No Frenchman's how- 
sprit stands like that ! Almighty God be praised ! T is the 
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Ciesar — there is rhrs old Roman's ii:>;u re-head just shoving 
out of the smoke!''' 

This was said with a yell, rather than a cry, of delight, 
and in a voice so loud this!, the: words were heard below, and 
flew through the ship like; the hissing of an ascending rocket. 
To confirm the glorious tidings, the llaali and roar of guns 
on the off-side of the stranger announced [he welcome tid- 
ings that Ic riulon had an enemy of her own to contend 
with, thus enabling the i'lnntagenel.'s people to throw all their 
strength on the starboard ^uus, and pursue their other ne- 
cessary work without further ma ligation from the French 
rear-admiral. Thu gratitude id' iJi>- Gervaise, as the resell- 
ing ship thrust herself in between him and his most formi- 
dable assailant was too deep for language He placed his 
hat mechanically before lib; face, and thanked God, with a 
fervoar of spirit that never before had attended his thanks- 
givings. This brief act of devotion over, he found the bows 
ol the Ctesar, whicb ship was advancing very slowly, in 
order not to pass too far ahead, just abreast of the spot 
where he stood, and so near thai objects wore pretty plainly 
visible. Between her knii'bf -beads stood Bluewater, con- 
ning the ship, by means of a lino of officers, his hat m his 
hand, waving in encouragement to bis own people, while 
Geoffrey Cleveland held the trumpet at his elbow. At that 
moment three noble cheers were given by the crews of the 
two friendly vessels, ;i.nd mingled with the increasing roar 
of the Cfesar's artillery. Then the smoke rose in a cloud 
over the forecastle of the latter ship, and persons could no 
longer be distinguished. 

Nevertheless, like all that thus approached, the relieving 
ship passed slowly ahead; until nearly bin' whole length pro- 
tected the undefended side of her consort, delivering her fire 
with fearful rapidity. The I'lanfagonets seemed to imbibe 
new life from this arrival, and [heir starboard guns spoke out 
again, as if maimed by sjiants. I( was live minutes, per- 
haps, after this seasonable arrival, before the guns of . the 
other ships of the Eny.ii.-h rear announced their presence on 
the outside of Monsieur des IVi.v/s force ; thus bringing the 
whole of the two fleets into four lines, all steering dead be- 
fore the wind, and, as it were, interwoven with each other. 
By that time, the poops of the I'lantagenet and Oiusar fce- 
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came visible from one to the other, the smoke now driving 
principally oft* from the vessels. There again were our two 
admirals each an.siousH wrsScliisig to gel a glimpse of his 
friend. The instant the place was clear, Sir Gervaise ap- 
plied the truiupet to his inoinh, ntiil called out — 

" God bfess you— Dick ! may God for ever bless you — 
your ship can do it— chip your holm hard a-starboard, and 
sheer into M. rios I'rez; you'll have him in five minutes." 

Biuewater smiled, waved his hand, gni'e an order, and 
laid aside his trumpet. Two minutes later, the Ccesar 
sheered into tho smoke on her larboard beam, and the crash 
of the meeting vessels was heard. By this time, the wreck 
of the Plantagenel was cut adrift, and .she, too, made a rank 
sheer, though in a direction opposite to that of the Caspar's. 
As she went through the smoke, her guns ceased, and when 
she emerged into the [tare air. it was found that le Foudroy- 
utit had set courses and lop-gal la ni. -sails, and was draw- 
ing so fast ahead, as to render j nrsuir, under the little sail 
that could be set, unprofitable. Signals were out of the 
question, but this move men; of the two admirals converted 
the whole battle scene into one of inexplicable confusion, 
Ship after ship changed her position, and ceased her fire 
from uncertainty what that position was, until a general 
silence succeeded the roar of the cannonade. It 'was indis- 
pensable to pau=;e and kit tho smoke blow away. 

It did not require many minuies to raise the curtain on 
the two fleets. As soon as the firing slopped, the wind in- 
creased, and the smoke was (.'riven oil" to leeward in a vast 
straggling "cloud, that seemed !o scatter and disperse in ths 
air spontaneously. Then a sight of the havoc and destruc- 
tion that had been done in this short conflict was first 
obtained. 

Tho two squadrons were intermingled, and it required 
some little time for Sir Gervaise to get a clear idea of the 
state of his own ships. Generally, it might he said that 
the vessels were scattering, the French sheering towards 
their own coast, while (he English were principally coming 
by the wind on the larboard tack, or heading in towards 
England. The Cujsur anil le Pluton were still foul of each 
other, though a rear-admhal's flag was flvhig at the miztfen 
of the first, while that which had so lately fluttered at tht> 
2V 
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royal- mast- head of the other, had ilisap pf.-itrt: J. Thu Achilles, 
Lord IVIorganie, was still among the b'reneli, more to leeward 
than any other English ship, without a singie spar standing. 
Her ensigns were dying, n«"»f. wii h si a ) i tl i j i ir, and the Thunderer 
and Dublin, bolh in tolerable order, were edging away rapidly 
to cover tlieiv cv pplcH censor! ; though Ihc nearest French 
vessels seemed more bent on getting out of the rattee, and 
iiiio tin: if o'.Y'.i line "gain, thai, (in securing any advantage 
already obtained. Le Temoraio;; wa.s in the ssme predica- 
ment as the Achilles a-'- lo sj-nrs, though much more injured 
in her hull, besides having thrice as many casualties. Her 
!iag was down ; thi^; ship iia\aiig fairly struck to the War- 
spite, whose boals were already alongside of her. Le Fou- 
droyant, with quite one-third of her crew hilled and wounded, 
was running off lo leeward, wiih signals flying for her con- 
sorts to rally round her; but, within less than ten minutes 
after she became visible, her main and mi zzen -roasts both 
went. The Blenheim had losl all her top-masts, like the 
Pkmtagenct, and neither the I:'.Ii'<-abe(h nor the York had a 
mizEen-mast standing, aUi.ien.gh engaged but a very short 
time. Several lower yards were shot away, or so much in- 
jured as to compel the ships lo shorten sail ; this accident 
having occurred in both fleets. As for the damage done to 
the standing and miming rigging, and (o the sails, it is only 
necessary to say that shrouds, back mid head-stays, braces, 
bowlines and lifts, were dangling in all directions, while the 
canvass that was open exhibited all sorts of rents, from thai 
which had teen torn like cloth in the shopman's hands, to 
the little eyelet holes of the canister a ad grape. It appeared, 
by the subsequent reports of the two parties, that, in this 
short but severe conflict, the slain and wounded of the 
English amounted to seven hundred and sixty-three, includ- 
ing officers; and (kit of the French, to one thousand four 
hundred and twelve. The disparity in this respect would 
probably have been greater 'against the latter, had it not 
been for the manner in which _Vi. des Proz succeeded in 
doubling on his enemies. 

Little need be said in explanation of the parts of this battle 
that have not been distinctly related. M. des Prcz had ma- 
iiiei.ivn-d in the maimer he did, at the commencement of Sbf 
affair, ir the hope of drawing Sir Geryaiso down upon thft 
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division of (he; Comte Jo Verviliin ; and, no .sooner did ho 
see the first fairly enveloped in smoke, than he wore short 
round, and joined in the affair, an lias- been mentioned. Al 
this sight, Bluewaiers loyally to the. Stuarts could resist no 
longer. Throwing out a general signal to engage, he squared 
away, set everything (hat would draw on the Ciesar, and 
arrived in time to save his friend. The other ships fol- 
lowed, engaging (in the outside, for waul of room to imitate 
their leader. 

Two more of tin; French ships, at least, in addition to 
le Temerairv and le I'luton, might have been added to 
the list ofpri^.es, had the actual condition of their fleet been 
known. But, at such mofiituis, a. combatant sees and feels 
his own injuries, while he has to conjecture many of those 
of his adversaries ; and the English were too much occupied 
in making the provisions necessary to save their remaining 
spars, to risk much in order lo swell an advantage that was 
already so considerable. Some distant firing passed be- 
tween the Thunderer and Dublin, and l'Ajax, le Dugay 
Trouin, and 1' Hector, before the two former succeeded in 
getting Lord Mory-nnic ont of his diflicufties ; but it led to no 
material result; merely inflicting new injuries an certain 
spars that were sufficiently damaged before, and killing and 
wounding some fificen or twenty men quite uselessly. As 
soon as the vice-admiral saw what was likely to be the 
effects of this episode, ho called off Captain O'Neii of tho 
Dublin, by signal, lie be-in" 1 an officer of a. " hot temper,'' as 
the soldier said of himself at Waterloo. The compliance 
with this order may be said io have terminated the battle. 

The reader will remember that the wind, at the com- 
menccmetrt.of the engagement, was at north-west. It was 
nearly "killed," as seamen express it, by the cannonade; 
then it revived a little, as the concussions of the guns gradu- 
ally diminished. But the combined effect of the advance of 
the day, and the rushing of new currents of air to fill the 
vacuums produced by the burning of so much powder, was 
a sudden shift of wind ; a breeze coming out strong, and as 
it might be, in an instant, from the eastward. This unex. 
peeled alteration in flic direction and power of the wind, cost 
the Thunderer her foremast, and did other damage to dif- 
ferent ships ; but, by dint of great activity and careful 
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handling, all the English vessels got their heads round 1« 
the northward, while the French filled the other way, and 
we.it off free, steering nearly south-east, making the test of 
their way for Brest. The hitter sudeicd still more than 
their enemies, by tbe change just meiihoned ; and when llicy 
reached port, as did all hut one the following day, no less 
than three were towed in without a, spar standing, bowsprits 



The exception was It Caton, which ship M. de Vervillia 
set fire to and blew no, en account of her damages, in the 
course of the afternoon. Thus of twelve noble two-decked 
ships with which this officer sailed from Cherbourg only 
two days before, be reached Brest with but seven. 

Nor were the English entirely without their embarrass- 
ments. Although thi; Wiirspito had rompeiled le'femeraire to 
strike, she was kept afloat herself with a good deal of diffi- 
culty, and that, too, not without considerable assistance 
from the other vessels. The leaks, however, were eventu- 
ally stopped, and then the ship was given up to the care of 
her own crew. Other vessels sullered of course, but no 
l.hi^lish ship was in as much jeopardy as this. 

The first hour uiler the action ceased, was one of great 
exertion and anxiety to our admiral. He called the Chioe 
alongside by signal, and. attended by Wycherly and his 
own quarter-master.-;, Galleygo, who went, without orders, 
and the Bowkleros who were unhurt, he shifted his flog to 
that frigate. Then be immediately commenced passing from 
vessel to vessel, in order to ascertain the actual condition of 
his command. The Achilles detained him some time, and 
he was near her, or to leeward, when the wind shifted ,' which 
was bringing hirn to windward in the present state of things. 
Of this advantage he availed himself, by urging the defer- 
ent ships otT as fast as possilfe ; and Ions before the sua 
was in the meridian, ali the Enal-sh vessels were making 
the best of their way towards the land, with the intention of 
fetching Into PIymoul.li if possible ; if not, into the nearest 
and best anchorage to leeward. The progress of the fleet 
was relatively slow, as a matter of course, though it got 
along at the rate of some five knots, by making a free wind 
of it. 

The master of the Chioe had just taken the sua, in order 
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s latitude, when the vice-admiral commanded 
!>enhuin to set t'.<];-!^:i 1 1 m til - =^;i il.- T ami go within hail of tin; 
Ccesar. That ship hail got clear of fc Pluton half an hour 
a Her the action ceased, and she was now leading the fleet, 
with h;r three topsails on the caps. Aloft she had suffered 
comparatively little ; hut Sir Gervaise knew that there must 
have been a serious loss of men in carrying, hand to hand, 
a vessel like that of M. des Prez. He was anxious to see 
his friend, and to hear the manner in which his success had 
been obtained, and, we might add, to remonstrate with Blue- 
water on a course that had led the latter to the verge of a 
most dangerous abyss. 

The Chios was half an hour running through the fleet, 
which was a good deal extended, and was sailing without 
any regard to a line. Sir Gervaise bad many questions to 
ask, too, of the different corn man dors in passing. At last 
the frigate overtook le Temeraire, which vessel was follow- 
ing the Csesar under easy canvass. As the Chloe came up 
abeam, Sir Gervaise appeared in the gangway of the fri- 
gate, and, hat in hand, he asked with an accent that was 
intelligible, though it might not have absolutely stood the 
test of criticism, — 

" Le Vice- Admiral Quk?.si demav.de comment se jtorle-il, 
le co'ilrc-iuniru/., le Vieomle des Pres ?" 

A little elderly man. dressed with extreme care, with a 
powdered head, hut of a firm step and perfectly collected 
expression of countenance, appeared on the verge of le Te- 
meraire's poop, trumpet in hand, to reply. 

" Le Vicomte des Prez reinereie iru />■ Monsieur le Che- 
valier Oake, et desire, cierm.iiit de snooir comment se ports 
Mo/isieur le Vice- Amir al t" 

Mutual waves of the trumpets served as replies to the 
questions, and then, after taking a moment to muster his 
French, Sir Gervaise continued — 

" J'espere voir Monsieur le Contre-Amiral d diner, a 
euitf hi tires, precis." 

The vicomte smiled at this characteristic manifestation of 
good-will and courtesy; and after pausing an instant to 
choose an expression t.o soften his refusal, and to express 
his own sense of the motive of the invitation, he called otit — 

" Veiiillez bien recevoir nos excuses pour aujourd'ktri, 
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Monx. le Chevalier. iViws n'avonx pan encore u'lgi-rv U 
jms d noble i ecu. a. vos inni/is eomme dejeuner" 

The Chloe passiim ahead, bows terminated the ii 
SirUenaise's French was at. fault, for what between the 
rapid, neal, pronunciation of the Frenchman, the trumpet, 
and the turn of the expression, be did not comprehend the 
meaning of the eoiilrc-amh-al. 

"What does he ssiy, VV'yeheeoinho ''" he asked eagerly 
of the young man. " Will he come, or not V 

" Upon my word, .Sir Gervuise, French is a sealed lan- 
guage to me, Never having been a prisoner, no opportu- 
nity has offered for acquiring the language. As I under- 
stood, you intended to ask him to dinner; I rather think, 
from his countenance, ho meant to say he was not in spirits 
for the entertainment." 

;l Poob ! we would have put him in spirits, and ISluewater 
could have talked to him in his own tongue, by the fathom. 
We will close with the Caesar to leeward, Denham ; never 
mind rank on an occasion (ike this. It's time to let the top- 
gallant-halyards run; you'll have to settle your top-sails 
too, or we shall shoot past her. Bluewater may take it as 
a salute to his gallunVy in carrying so tine a ship in so 
handsome a manner." 

Several minutes now passed in silence, during which the 
frigate was less and less rapidly closing with the larger ves- 
sel, drawing ahead inwards the lust, as it might be, fool by 
foot. Sir Gervaise got upon one of the quarter-deck guns, 
and steadying limine: f against the hammock-cloths, he was 
in readiness to exchange the greetings he was accustomed 
to give and to receive from his friend, in the same heartfelt 
manner as if nothing had occurred to disturb the harmony 
of their feelings. The single glance of the eye, the waving 
of the hat, and the noble manner in which Bluewater inter- 
posed between him and hi-! most dangerous enemy, was stiil 
present to his mind, and disposed him even more than com. 
moil to the kindest idlings of his nature. cilowe! was already 
on the poop of the Ciesiir, and, as the Chloe- came slowly 
on, he raised his hat in deference to the. com mander-in -chief, 
[t was a point of delicacy with Sir Gervaise never to inter- 
fere with any subonliniitc l'l;-g-o dicers vessel any more than 
duty rigidly required; consequently his communications 
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with the captain of the Otusav line! usually boon of a gen& 
ral nature, verbal orders and criticisms being studiously 
avoided. This circurnslanee rendered the commander-in- 
chief even a greater favourite Ihail common with S towel, 
who hod all his own way in his own ship, in consequence of 
the roar-admiral's mdilloreiiec to such matters. 

"How do you do, S to welt" called out Sir Gervaise, cor- 
dially. "I am delighted to see you on your legs, and hope 
Ihe old Roman is not much the worse for this day's trcat- 

" 1 thank you, Sir Gervaise, we are both afloat yet, though 
we have passed through warm times. The ship is damaged. 
sir, as you may suppose ; and, a.lihough It stands so bravely, 
and looks so upright, that Ihremast of ours is as good as a 
condemned spar. One thirty-two through the heart of it, 
about ten feet from the deck, an eighteen in the hounds, and 
a double-header sticking in one of the hoops ! A spar can- 
not be counted for much that has as many holes in it as 
those, sir I" 

" Deal tenderly with it, my old friend, and spare the can- 
vass; those chaps ;d Plymouth will set all to rights, again, 
in a week. Hoops can be had for asking, and as for holes 
in the heart, many a poor fellow lias had them, and lived 
through it all. You are a case in point ; Mrs. Slowel not 
having snared you in that way, I "II answer for it." 

" Mrs. Slowel commands ashore, Sir Gervaise, and I 
command afloat; and, in that way, we keep a quiet ship 
and a quiet house, I thank you, sir; and I endeavour to 
think of her at sea, as little as possible." 

" Ay, that 's the way with yon doling husbands; — always 
ashamed of your own lively sensibilities. But what ha? 
become of Bl uewa tor ?— Does he know that we are along- 

Stowel looked round, cast his eyes up nt the sails, and 
played with the hift of his sword. The rapid eye of the 
commander-in-chief doincLed '.his embarrassment, and quick 
ns thought he deci'mrled what had happened. 

" Why, Sir Gervaise, you know how it is with some adr 
mirals, who like (e be in everylhiug. I told our respected 
and beloved friend, that lie had nothing to do with boarding; 
thai if either ot us was to go, /was the proper man ; but 
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that wo ought both to stick by the ship. lie answered some- 
thing about lost honour and duly, rind you know, sir, whal 
legs he lias, when he wishes to use Ilium ! One might an 
well think of stopping a deserlei' by a halloo ; away ho went, 
with the first party, sword in hand, ft sight I never saw 
before, and never wish to see again 1 Thus you see how it 

The communr!i>r-in-<;hief compressed bis lips, until his 
features, and indeed his whole (Win wa.s a picture of desperate 
resolution, though bis liicu was as pale as death, and the 
muscles of bis mouth twitched, m spite of all his physical 
self-command. 

"I understand you, sir," he said, in a voice that seemed 
to issue from his chest ; " you wish to say that Admiral 
Bluewater is killed." 

" No, thank God ! Sir Gervn.isc, not. tpiiie as bad as that, 
though sadly hurt; yes, indeed, very sadly hurt !" 

Sir Gervaise (Jukes groaned, and lor a few minutes he 
leaned his head en t.ho hammook-do'hs, veiling his face 
from the sight of men. Then he raised his person erect, and 
said steadily — ■ 

"Run your top-snils to the mas'-head, Captain Stowel, 
and round your ship to. I will come en board of you." 

All order was given to Dunham to take room, when the 
Chloe came to the wind on one tack and the Cfflsar on the 
other. This was contrary to rule, as it increased the dis- 
tance between the ships ; but the vice-admiral was impatient 
to be in his barge. In ten minutes he was mounting the 
Ceesar's side, and in two more he was in Bluewater's main- 
cabin. Geoffrey Cleveland was seated, by the table, with 
his face buried in his arms. Touching his shoulder, the boy 
raised his head, and showed a face covered with tears. 

"How is he, boy V demanded Sir Gervaise, hoarsely, 
" Do the surgeons give any hopes ?" 

The midshipman shoo!; his head, and then, as if the ques- 
tion renewed bis grief, lie again burled his face in his arms. 
At this moment, the surgeon ofi.be ship came from the rear- 
admiral's state-room, and following ibe commander-in-chief 
into the after-cabin, they had a long conference together. 

Minute after mimi'o passed, and the Oirsar and Chloe still 
lay with their mmn-lop-sails aback. At (lie end of half tin 
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Hour, Denham wore round and laid the head of his frigate 
in the proper direction. Shi]) after ship came up, and wen' 
on to fhe northward, fast as her crippled slate would allow, 
and yet no sign of movement was ween in the Ca;sar. Two 
sail had appeared in the suuilt-oustem board, and they, too, 
approached and passed without bringing the vice-admiral 
even on deck. These shit;? proved lo In; the Ca malic and 
her prize, le Seipion, which latter ship had been intercepted 
and easily captured by the former. The steering of M. do 
Vervillin to the south-west had left a clear passage to the 
two ships, which were coming down with a free wind at a 
handsome rate of sailing. This news was sent into the 
Ufflsar's cabin, but it brought no person and no answer cm 
of it. At length, when even-thins'" had gone ahead, the 
barge returned to the Chloe. It merely took ,1 note, how- 
ever, which was no sooner read by VVyeiierly, than he sum- 
moned the Bowldi;ros arid Galleygo, had all fhe vice-ad- 
miral's luggage passed into lite boat, struck his flag, and 
look his leave of Denham. As soon as the boat was cleai 
of the frigate, the latter made all sail after the fleet, to 
resume her ordinary duties of a look-out and a repeating- 

Assoon as Wyeherlv reached the Ciesiir, that ship hoisteo 
in the vice-admiral's barge. A report was made to Sir (-3er- 
vaise of what had been done, and then an order came oa 
deck that occasioned all in the fleet to stare with surprise. 
The red flag of Sir Gorvaise Oakes was run up at the fore- 
royal-mast-head of the Caesar, while the white flag of the 
rear-admiral was still flying at her mizzen. Such a thing 
had never before been known to happen, if it has ever hap- 
pened since; and lo the time when she was subsequently 
lost, the Castas wars known as the double flag-ship. 
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« lie spoke ; when bchuld the fair Ge raldine's form 

On the canvass cndiontingly glowed ; 
His touches, ( li'.'V t!cn liko li,c [paves in :i etorni ; 
And the pure pearjy while, ;m<] she. en.rnation warm, 

CoiitiMuiiii;.' in harmony tluivcd. 1 ' 

We shall now ask permission of (ho vender to advance 
the time just eiglil-nnd-ibriy hours ; a liberty with the unifies 
which, he will do us the justice to say, we have not often 
token. We must also transfer the scene to that already 
described at Wychocombe, including ;iv. Head, the station, 
the roads, and the inland and seaward views. Summer 
weather had returned, too. the pennants of the ships at an- 
chor scarce streaming from their mash fur enough to form 
curved lines. Moat of (lie Kugli.sh fleet was among these 
vessels, though the squadron had undergone some changes. 
The Druid had got into Portsmouth with la Victoire; the 
Driver and Active hud mnde the host of their way to the 
nearest ports, with despatches lor the admiralty; and the 
Achilles, in tow of the Dublin, with the Chloe to take care 
of both, had gone to leeward, with square yards, in the 
hope of making Falmouth. The rest of the force was pre. 
sent, the crippled ships having been towed into the roads that 
morning. The picture among the shipping was one of ex- 
treme activity and liveliness. Jury-masts were going up in 
the Wnrspite ; lower and lop-sail-yards were down to be 
nshed, or new ones were rigging to be sent aloft in their 
places; the Plautagenet was ail a-tanto, again, in readiness 
for another action, with rigging .secured and masts fished, 
while none hut an instructed eye could have detected, at a 
short distance, that the Gesar, Ciiniatii', Dover, York, Eliz- 
abeth, and one or two tnoi'e, had been in action at ail. The 
landing was crowded with boats as before, and gun-room 
servants and midshipmen's hoys wen: foraging as usual; 
some with honest intenl to find delicacies for the wounded, 
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but move with the I'oiinijfn design of contributing to the coin 
forts of the unhurt, by making appeals to (he sympathies of 
the women of the neighbourhood, in behalf of the hurt. 

The principal transformation llial bad been brought uhout 
by this state of Ihings, however, ivas apparent at the station. 
This spot had the appearance of a place to which the head- 
quarters of an army had been translerreil, in the vicissitudes 
of the field ; warlike sailors, if not soldiers, flocking to it, as 
the centre of interest and intelligence. Still there was a 
singularity observable in the manner in which these heroes 
of the deck paid their court ; the cottage being seemingly 
tabooed, or at mos', approached by very lew, while the grass 
at the foot of the flag-sia.i',' was already beginning to show 
proofs of the pressure of many feet. This particular spot, 
indeed, was the centre of attraction ; there officers of all 
ranks and ages were constantly arriving, and thence they 
were as often depannig: all bearing countenances sobered 
by anxiety and apprehension. Notwithstanding the con- 
stant mutations, there had been no instant since the rising 
of the sun, when some ten or twelve, at least, including 
captains, lieutenants, musters and idlers, had not been col- 
lected around the bench at the foot of the signal-staff, and 
frequently the number reached even to twenty. 

A little retired from the crowd, and near the verge of the 
cliff', a large tent had been pitched. A marine paced in its 
front, as a sentinel. Another stood near the gate of the little 
door-yard of the cottage, and all persons who approached 
either, with the exception of a few of the privileged, were 
referred to the sergeant .who commanded the guard. The 
arms of the latter were slacked on the grass, at hand, and 
the men off post were loitering near. These were the usual 
military signs of the presence of officers; of rank, and may, 
in sooth, be taken as clues to the actual slate of tilings, on 
and around the Head. 

Admiral Bluewater lay in the cottage, while Sir Gervniso 
Oakes occupied the lent. The former had been transferred 
to the place where he was about to breathe his last, at his 
own urgent request, while bis friend bad refused to be sepa- 
rated from him, so long as life remained. The two flags 
were still dying at the mast-heads of the Cjesar, a sort of 
melancholy memorial of the tie that had so long bound their 
37 
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gallant owners in the strong sympathies of an enduring per- 
sonal and professional friendship. 

Persons of [he education of Mrs. Button and her daughter, 
had not dwelt so long on thai, beaetilid headland, without 
len.vm;; i.ivi the spot souk- lusting impressions of their tastes. 
Of the cottage, we have already spoken. The little garden, 
too, then bright with flowers, had a grace, and refinement 
about it that we wouid hardly have expected to meet in such 
a place; and even the paths that tod .athwart the verdant com- 
mon which spread over so much of the upland, had been 
directed with an eye to [he pieturest.pic and agreeable. One 
of these paths, too, led to a rustic summer-house— a sort of 
small, rude pavilion, constructed, hke the fences, of frag- 
ments of wrecks, and placed on a shelf of the cliff", at a 
dizzy elevation, but in perfect security. So far from there 
being any- danger in enteritis this su miner- ho use, indeed, 
Wychorly, during his six months' residence near the Head, 
had made a path that descended still lower, to a point that 
was utterly concetded from ail wyes above, and had actually 
planted a seat on another shelf, with so much security, that 
both Mildred and her mother often visited it. in company. 
.During' the yonng man's recent absence, the poor girl, in- 
deed, had passed much of her time there, weeping and suf- 
fering In solitude. To this seat, Dutton never ventured; 
the descent, though well protested with ropes, requiring 
greater steadiness of loot and head than intemperance had 
left him. Once or twice, Wyeherly had induced Mildred 
to pass an hour with him alone in this romantic place, and 
some of his sweetest recollections of this just-minded and in- 
telligent girl, were connected with the frank communications 
that had there occurred between them. On this bench he 
was seated at the time of the opening of the present chapter. 
The movement on the Head, and about the cottage, was so 
great, as to deprive him of every chance of seeing Mildred 
alone, and he had hoped that, let! by some secret sympathy, 
she, too, might seek (his perioci.ly retired seat, to obtain a 
moment of unobserved solitude, if not from some still dearer 
motive. He had not waited long, ere he heard a heavy 
foot over his iiead. and a tt.ifi.ii entered the summer-house. 
He was yet debating whether to abandon all hopes of 
seeing Mildred, when his acute ear caught her light and 



-HostecbyGoOgle 



THE TWO ADMIRALS. 435 

well-known footstep, as she reached the summer-house, 

" Father, I have come ess you desired," said the poor girl, 
in those tremulous tones which Wycherly too well under- 
stood, not to imagine the com.iiiion of .Dutton. "Admiral 
Bluewaler dozes, and mother has permitted me to steal 

" Ay, Admiral Bluewater is a great man, though hut little 
better than a dear) one!" answered Dutton, as harshly In 
manner as the language was coarse. " You and your 
mother are all attention to him; did I lie in his place 
which of you would be found lumping over my bed, with 
pale cheeks and tearful eyes?" 

" Both of us, father ! Bo not— do not think so ill of 
youi' wire and daughter, as to suppose it possible tint either 
of them could forget her duty." 

"Yes, duty might do something, perhaps ; what has duty 
lo do with this useless rear-admiral'! I hate the scoundrel — 
he was one of the court that cashiered me ; and one, too, 
that I am told, was the most obstinate in refusing to help 
me into this pitiful berth of a master." 

Mildred was silent. She could not vindicate her friend 
without criminating her father. As for Wycherly, he would 
have given a year's income to be at sea. and yet he shrunk 
from wounding the poor daughter's feelings by letting her 
know he overheard the dialogue. This indecision made 
him the unwilling auditor of a conversation that he ought 
not to have heard — an occurrence which, had there been 
time for reflection, he would have taken means to prevent. 

" Sit you down here, Mildred," resumed Dutton, sternly, 
" and listen to what I have to say. It is time that there 
should no longer be any trifling between us. You have the 
fortunes of your mother a rid myself in your hands ; and, as 
one of the parties so deeply on nee rued, I am determined 
mine shall he settled at once." 

"I do not understand von, lather," said .Mildred, with a 
tremour in her voice that almost induced the young man to 
show himself, though, we owe it to truth to say, that a lively 
curiosity now mingled with his other sensations. " How can 
[ have the keeping o r dear mother';! fortunes and yours V 

"■ Dear mother, truly ! — Dear enough has she proved to 
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me; bat I intend i!n; daughter shall pay Tor it. Hark you, 
Mildred ; I 'li have no more of this Iridium — but i ask you, 
in a father's name, if any man has oliered you his hand 1 
Speak plainly, and conceal nothing — T will be answered." 

'• I wish to ojmco!! 1 , nothing, father, I hat ought to be told ; 
but when a young woman declines (he honour that another 
does her in this way, ough/, she to reveal the secret, even to 
her father;" 

" She ought ; and, in your ease, she .'.hall. No more 
hesitation ; nam;: one ol' the oilers you iiave had." 

Mildred, after a brief pause, in a low, tremulous voice, 
pronounced the name of " Mr. Rotherham." 

" I suspected as much." growled Diiltou ; " there was a 
lime when oven he might Lave answered, but we can do 
better than that now. Still he may be i;ept as a reserve ; 
the thousand pounds Mr. Thomas says shall be paid, and 
that and the living will make a comfortable port after a 
stormy life. Wed, who next, Mildred 1 Has Mr. Thomas 
Wychocomho over come (o (ho [joint?" 

" He has asked me to become his wile, within the las! 
twenty-four hours, father ; if that is what you mean." 

" No affectations, Milly ; I can't bear them. You know 
well enough wdiat I mean. What was your answer?" 

" I do not love him in the least, father, and, of course, I 
told biro I could not marry him." 

" That don't follow of cows", by any means, girl ! The 
marrying is done by the priest, and the love is a very dif- 
ferent thing. I hope you consider Mrs. Button as my 
wife?" 

" What a question !" murmured Mildred. 

" Well, and do you suppose she lows me; can love me, 
now I am a. disgraced, impoverished man!" 

" Father!" 

"Come — come — enough of this. Mr. Thomas Wyche. 
combe may not be legitimate — [ rather think he is not, by 
the proofs Sir Reginald lias produced within the last day or 
two ; and I understand his own mother is dissatisfied with 
htm, and that will knock his claim flat, aback. Notwithstand- 
ing, Mildred, Tom W'yehecombe has a .good six hundred a 
year already, and ? ! ir Reginald himsdfadmits that he must 
lake all the personal property the late baronet could leave.' 
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" You forget, father," said Mildred, conscious of the inef- 
ficacy of any oilier appeal, " th;it !Mr. Thomas has promised 
lo pay the legacies i.ls;U riir Wycherly intended to leave." ,■ 

" Don't place any expectations on thnt, Mildred. I dare 
say he would settle ten of the twenty thousand on you to- 
morrow, if you would consent to have him. But, now, as 
to Ihis new baronet, for it seems he is to have both title and 
estate — has he over offered 1" 

There. was a Ion;; p;:u ; ;e, during which Wycherly thought 
he heard the hard hu! suppressed i.uvaibi.ig of Mildred. To 
remain quiet any longer, he (bit wan as impossible as, in- 
deed, his conscience told him was dishonourable, and he 
sprang along the palb k> ascend to the summer-house. At 
the first sound of his iools'ep, a. faint cry escaped Mildred ; 
but when Wycherly entered the pavilion, he found her face 
buried in her hands, and Dutlon tottering forward, equally 
in surprise and alarm. As the ch'cums lances would not 
admit of evasion, the young man threw aside all reserve, 
and spoke plainly. 

" I have been an utnviUins; listener to a part of your dis- 
course with Mildred, Mr. Dnlton," he said, "and can an- 
swer your last question lot'iovsell". I have offered my hand 
to your daughter, sir ; an oner that 1 now renew, and the 
riceepianc-; of which would make me the happiest man in 
England. If your iriflnoneo could aid me — for she has re- 
fused my band." 

" Refused !'' exchmned Thitton, in a surprise that over- 
came the calculated amenity of manner he had assumed the 
instant Wycherly appeared — " Refused Sir Wycherly 
Wychecombe ! but it was be tore your rights had been as 
well established as they are now. Mildred, answer to Ibis 
— how could you — nay, how dare von refuse such an oiler 
as this I" 

Human nature could not well endure more. Mildred suf- 
fered her hands to fall helplessly info her lap, and exposed 
a face that was lovely as thnt of an angel's, though pais 
nearly to the hue of death. Feeling extorted the answer 
she made, though lire words had hardly escaped her, ere 
she repented having uttered them, and had again buried her 
face m her hands — 

" Father"-- -she said—' 1 could I— dare I to encourage Sir 
37 * 
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Wycherly Wychecombe to unite himself lo a family like 

Conscience smote Button with a force that nearly sobered 
liim, and what explanation mi^ht have followed it is hard 
to say; Wycherly, in an undor-tono, however, requested to 
be left alone with iho daughter. Ductoii had sense enough 
to understand he inn de trop. and slmme enough to wish to 
escape. In half a minute, he had hobbled up to the sum- 
mit of the cfiff and disappeared. 

" Mildred 1 — iMuTsf Miidved" — said Wycherly, tender- 
ly, gently endeavouring to draw her attention lo himself, 
"we are alone now ; surely — ■surely— you will not refuse 
to lank at me /" 

" Is he gone?'' asked Mildred, drooping her hands, and 
looking wildly around. "Thank God ! It is over, for this 
time, at least ! Now, let us go to the house ; Admiral Blue- 
water may miss me." 

" No, Mildred, not yet. You surely can spare me — me, 
who have suffered so much of Inle on your account — nay, 
by your means — you can, in mercy, spare me a few short 
minutes. Was this the reason — the only reason, dearest 
girl, why you so pertinaciously refused my hand?" 

"Was it not sufficient., Wycherly?" answered Mildred, 
afraid the chartered air mi^hl. hea.r her secret. "Remem- 
ber who you are, and what 1 am ! Could I suffer you to 
become the husband of one to whom such cruel, cruel 
propositions had been made by her own father I" 

"I shall not allect to conceal my horror of such princi- 
ples, Mildred, hut your virtues shine all the brighter by hav- 
ing flourished in their company. Answer me but one ques- 
tion frankly, and every other diffn.-nhy can be gotten over. 
Do you love me well enough to be my wife, were you an 
orphan'!" 

Mildred's countenance was lidl of any/iush, but this ques- 
tion changed its expression entirely. The moment was ex- 
traordinary as were the fee! in ;.';■.; it engendered, and, almost 
unconsciously lo herself, sl.c raised the hand that held her 
own to her lips, in a sort of reverence. In the next instant 
she was encircled in the young man's arms, and pressed 
with fervour to his heart. 

'' Let us go" — -said MiMi-cd, extricating hci'sclf from an 
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embrace that was inn invoiun'.ariiy bestowed, and too heart- 
felt to alarm her delicacy. "1 tecl certain Admiral Biue- 

"No, MlidrecJ. w cannot part thus. Give me, at loasi., 
iho poor consolation oi' knowing, I hut if this difficulty did 
not exist — that if you were an orphan for instance — you 
would ho mine." 

" Oh ! Wyclierly, how gladly— how gladly ! — But, say 
no more — nay " 

This time the embrace "'/is longer, move fervent even than 
before, and Wycberlv was loo much of a sailor to let the 
sweet girl escape from his anus without, imprinting on her 
lips a kiss. He had no sooner relinquished his hold of the 
slight person of Mildred, ere it vanished. With this charac- 
teristic leave-taking, we change the scene to the tent of Sir 
Gervi.ii.se Oakes. 

"You have seen Admiral Bluewuter !" demanded thceom- 
mandcr-in-chief, as soon as the form of Magrath darkened 
the entrance, and speaking with the sadden earnestness of 
a man determined to know the worst. " If so, tell mo at 
once what hopes (here are lor him?" 

"Of al! the liinmm passions, Sir Jairvis," answered Ma- 
grath, looking aside, to avoid the keen glance of the other, 
" hope is generally considered, by all rational men, as the 
most treacherous and delusive j I may add, of all denomi- 
nations or divisions of hope, that which decides on life is 
the most unsairtain. We all hope to live, I 'm thinking, to 
a good old age, and yet how many of us live just long 
enough to he disappointed !" 

Sir Gcrvaise did no', move urlil the surge-on censed speak- 
ing ; then he began In pace- the lent in mournful silence. He 
understood Magrath's manner so well, that the last faint hope 
he had felt from seeking his opinion was gone; he now knew 
that his friend must die. It required all his fortitude to 
sland up against this blow ; (or, single, childless, and accus- 
tomed to each other almost from infancy, these two veteran 
sailors had got to regard themselves as merely isolated parts 
of the same being. Magrath was ailec'cd more than he 
chose to express, and be blow bis nose several limes in a way 
thai an observer would Ime found suspicious. 

" Will you confer on .me the favour, Dr. Magrath," said 
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Sir Gervaise, in a gentle, subdued manner, " lo ask Captain 
Greenly to come hither, as you pass the flag-staff." 

" Most willingly, Sir .kiirvis ; and I know he '11 be any- 
thing hut backward in complying." 

It was not long ore the captain of the Hantagenet muda 
his appearance. Like all around him, the recent victory 
appeared to bring no exultation. 

"J suppose Mag-rath told you nil," said the vice-admiral, 
so nc- wing the other's hand! 

" He gives no hope;;, Sir Gervaise, I sincerely regret to 
say." 

" I knew as much ! I knew as much ! And yef he i3 
easy, Greenly !— nay, even seems happy. I did feel a littlo 
hope that this absence from suffering might be a favourable 

" 1 am glad to hear that much, sir ; for I have been think- 
ing that it is my duty to speak to the rear-admiral on the 
subject of his brother"; marriage. From his own silence on 
the subject, it is possible — nay, from all the circumstances, 
it is probable he never knew of it, and (here may be rea- 
sons why lie ought to he informed of the affair. As you 
say he is so easy, would there be an impropriety in men- 
[ioriin« if. lo him?" 

Greenly could not possibly have made a suggestion that 
was a greater favour to Sir Gervaise. The necessity 
of doing, his habits of decision, and having an object 
in view, contributed to relieve his mind by diverting his 
thoughts to some active duty ; and he seized his hat, beck- 
oned Greenly, to follow, and moved across the hill with a 
rapid pace, taking the path to the cottage. " It was neces- 
sary to pass the flag-staff. As this was done, every counte- 
nance met the vice-admiral's glance, with a look of sincere 
sympathy. The buns that were exchanged, had more in 
them than the naked courtesies of such salutations; they 
were eloquent of feeling on both sides. 

Bltiewatcr was awake, and retaining the hand of Mildred 
affectionately in his own, when his friend entered. Relin- 
quishing his hold, however, he. grasped !he band of the vice- 
admiral, and looked earnestly at him, as if lie pitied the sor- 
row that he knew the survivor must feel. 

"My dear Bluewater," commenced Sir Gervaise, who 
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acted under a nervous excitement, as well us from constitu- 
tional decision," here is Greenly wii.li something to tell you 
that we bath think you ought to know, at a moment like 
this." 

The rear- admiral regarded his friend intently, as if invit' 
ing him to proceed. 

" Why, it 'a about your brother Jack, I fancy you can- 
not have known tliul he w.is ever married, or I think I 
should hi've heard you speak of it." 

"Harried!" repeated Bluewater, with ureal interest, and 
speaking with very little difficulty. " I think that must be 
an error. Inconsiderate and worm-hearted he was, but 
there was only one woman he could, nay, mould have mar- 
ried. She is long since dead, but not as his wife ; for that 
her uncle, a man of great wealth, but .of unbending will, 
would never have suffered. He survived her, though my 
poor brother did not." 

This was said in a, mild voice, for the wounded man spoke 
equally without effort, and wi'.hout pain. 

"You hear, Greenly '!" observed Sir Gervaise, "And 
yet it is not probable that von should be mistaken." 

"Certainly, I am no', gentlemen. I saw Colonel Blue- 
water married, as did another officer who is at this moment 
in this very fleet. Captain ISIakely is the person I mean, 
and I know that the priest who performed the ceremony is 
still I kin;;, »i benel'ieetl clergyman." 

"This is wonderful to mel He fervently loved Agnes 
Hed worth, but his poverty was an obstacle to the union ; and 
both died so young, that there was little opportunity of con- 
ciliating the uncle." 

" That, sir, is your mistake. Agnes Hed worth was the 

A noise in the room interrupted the dialogue, and tho 
three gentlemen saw VVyeherly am! .Mildred stooping to pick 
up the fragments of a bowl (hat Mrs. IHuton had let fall, 
The latter, apparently in alarm, at the little accident, had 
sunk bock into a seat, [tale and trembling. 

" My dear Mrs. Button, take a glass of water," said Sit 
Gerva'se, kindly approaching her , " your nerves have been 
sorely tried of late ; else would not such a trifle affect you," 

" It is not that,'" exclaimed the matron, huskily. * It is 
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no; thai! Oh ! the fearful moment has come at last ; and, 
from my inmost, spirit I thank thee, my T.ord and my God, 
thai it lias come free froii: shame and disgrace!" 

The closing words wore uttered on bended knees, and 
with uplifted hands. 

" Mother! — dearest, deacest mother," cried Mildred, fall- 
ing on her mother's neck. " What mean you ? What new 
misery lias happened to-day V 

"Mother! Yes, sweet one, thou art, thou ever skalt be 
my child ! This is the pang T have most dreaded ; but what 
is an unknown tie of blood, to use, and affection, and to a 
mother's cave? If I did not bear thee, Mildred, no natural 
mother could have loved thee more, or would have died fol 
;hee, as willingly '" 

"Distress hits disturbed her, gentlemen," said Mildred, 
gently extricating hersolffrom her mother's arms, and help- 
ing her to rise. " A few moments of rest will restore her." 

" No, darling ; it must come now- -it ought to come now 
— after what I have just heard, it would be unpardonable not 
to tell it, now,. Did I understand you to say, sir, that you 
were present at the marriage of Agnes I-Wl worth, and that, 
too, with the h rc.l. her of Admiral Bluewater?" 

" Of that fact, there can be no question, madam. I and 
others will testify to it. The marriage look place in Lon- 
don, in the summer of 1725, while Blakely and myself were 
up from Portsmouth, on leave. Colonel Blue water asked us 
both to be present, under a pledge of secresy." 

"And in the summer of 1726, Agnes Hedworth died in 
my house and my arms, an hour after giving birth to this 
dear, this preciou.i child — Mildred Dutton, as she has ever 
since been called — -Mildred Bluewater, as it would seem her 
name should be." 

It is unnecessary to dwell on the surprise with which all 
present, or the delight with which Bluewater and Wycherly 
heard this extraordinary announcement. A cry escaped 
Mildred, who threw herself on Mrs. Duf lou's neck, entwining 
it with her arms, convulsively, as if refusing to permit the 
tie that had so loutv bound (hem together, to he tints rudely 
torn asunder. But half an hour of weeping:, and of the ten- 
derest consalations, calmed the poor girl a little, and she was 
able to listen to the explanations. These were exceedingly 
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simple, and so clear, as, in connection with the oth,-. evi- 
dence, to put the facts oi.it ofall doubt. 

Miss Hedworth had become known to Mrs. Dutto-i, while 
the latter was an hnna.ie of the Iioli.so of her patron. A year 
ov two after ibe marriage of the lieutenant, and while he was 
on a distant station, Allies Hedworth threw herself on the 
protection of his wi.'o, asking a refuge for a woman in the 
most critical circumstances. Like all who knew Agnes 
Hedworth, Mrs. Dutton both respected and loved her; but 
the distance created between them, by birth and station, was 
such as to prevent any confidence. The former, for the 
few days passed with her bombie friend, ha.d acted will) the 
quiet dignity of a woman conscious of no wrong ; and no 
questions could be asked! hat implied doubts. A succession of 
faintingfits prevented all Ci.iinmunicntioijS in i he hour of death 
and Mrs. Dutton found herself left with a. ehild on her hands, 
and the dead body of her friend. Miss Hedworth had 
come- to her dwelling unattended and under a false name. 
These cii-ctimsiane.es induced Mrs. Dutton to apprehend, the 
worst, and she proceeded 'm make her arrangements with 
great tenderness for the reputation of the deceased. The 
body was removed to London, and letters were sent to the 
uncle to inform him where it was to he found, with a refe- 
rence should ho choose to inquire into the circumstances of 
his niece's death. Mrs. Dutton ascertained thai the body 
was interred in the usual manner, but no inquiry was ever 
made, concerning the particulars. The young duchess, Miss 
Hed worth's sisier, was then travelling in Italy, whence she 
did not return for more than a year; and we may add, 
though Mrs. Dutton was unable to make the explanation, 
that her inquiries alter the late of a beloved sister, were met 
hv a simple statement lliat she had died suddenly, on. a visit 
to a watering-place, whither she had gone with a female 
friend for her health. Whether Mr. Hedworth himself had 
any suspicions.-of his niece's condition, is uncertain; but the 
probabilities were against it, for she had offended him by 
refusing a match equal in all respects to that made by her 
elder sisier, with the single exception that the latter had 
married a man she loved, whereas he exacted of Agnes a 
very different sacrifice. Owing to the alienation produce;! 
by this affair, there was little communication between the 
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jncle and niece ; the latter passing her time m retirement, 
and professedly with friends that the former neither knew 
nor cared to know. In short, such was the mode of life of 
the respective parties, iisut noihuig was easier than for the 
unhappy young widow to conceal her sf.ii.iis from her uncle. 
The motive was the fortune of the cipeelcd child ; this uncle 
having it in his power to alienage from it, by will, if he saw 
(it, certain family property, that might otherwise descend to 
the issue of the two sisters, as his co-heirosses. What might 
have happened in (ho end, or what pour Agnes meditated 
doing, en n never he known; death closing the secret with 
his irremovable seal. 

Mrs. Dutton was the mother of a girl but three months' 
old, at the time this lir.le stranger was It; it on her hands. A 
few weeks later her own child died ; and having waited sev- 
eral months in vain for tidings from the Hedworth family, 
she ho.;', (he surviving infant christened by the same name 
as that borne by her own daughter, and soon came to love 
it, os much, perhaps, as if she had home it. Three years 
passed in this manner, when the time drew near for the re- 
turn of her husband from the East Indies. To be ready to 
meet him, she changed her abode to a naval port, and, in 
so doing, changed her domestic*. This left her uccicientidly, 
hut fortunately, as she afterwards lhoue.ii!., completely mis 
tress of the secret of Mildred's birth ; the one or two others 
to whom it was known being in stations to render it impro- 
. bablc they should ever communicate anything on the sub- 
ject, unless it were asked of them. Her original intention, 
however, was to communicate (he facts, without reserve, tc 
her husband. But he came back an altered man; bruta 
m manners, cold in his ui lections, and the victim of drunk 
enness. By this .time, the wife was too much attached ti 
the child to think ol'exposing it to '.he wayward caprices ol 
such a being; and Mildred was educated, and grew in 
stature and beauty as the real offspring of her reputed pa- 
All this Mrs. Dutton related clearly and briefly, refrain- 
big, of course, from making any allusion to the conduct of 
her husband, and referring all her own benevolence to her 
attachment to the child. JJIiiewaler bad strength enough tn 
receive Mifdred in his arms, and he kissed her pale cheek, 
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again and again, blessing tier in the most fervent and so- 

" My feelings were not treacherous or unfaithful," he 
said ; " I loved thee. sweetest, ircm the first. Sir Gervaisc 
Oakes has my will, muik: in thy iiwour, be; tore we sailed on 
this last cruise, and every shilling i. leave will be thine. Mr. 
Atwood, procure that will, mid itclt.i n codicil explaining this 
recent discovery, and ranlii-miiij; the legacy ; let not the last 
be touched, for 't is spotrianco<<s ami comes from the heart." 

" And, now," answered Mrs. Oiitton, " enough has pass- 
ed for once. The siek-bed should lie more quiet. Give me 
my child, again ; — I cannot yet consent to part with her 
for ever." 

"Motherl mother!" exclaimed Mildred, throwing her- 
self on Mrs. Button's bosom — "I am yours, and yours 
only." 

" Not so, T fear, Ji::d:vd, n all 1 raspect be true, and this 
is as proper a moment as another to place that matter also 
before your honoured uncle. Come forward, Sir Wychcr- 
ly — I have understood you to say. this minute, in my ear, 
that you hold the pledge of (his wilful ■jirl l.o become yoiir 
wife, should she ever be an orphan. An orphan she is, and 
has been since the first hour of her birth." 

"No— no — no" — murmured Mildred, burying her face 
still deeper in her mothers bosom, " not while you live, can 
1 be an orphan. Not now — another time — -this is unsea- 
sonable— cruel— nay, it is not what I said." 

" Take her away, dearest Mrs. Duftori," said Bluewater, 
tears of joy lore mi? themselves from Lis eyes. " Take her 
away, lest too much happiness come upon me at once. My 
!.haiii;h:s should lie calmer a.t such a moment." 

Wycherly removed Mihlred /rem her mother's arms, and 
gently led her from the room. When in Mrs. Button's apart- 
ment, he whispered somelhiii^ in (he car of the agitated girl 
that caused her to turn on him a look of happiness, though 
it came dimmed with tears ; then he had his turn of holding 
her, for another preeious instant, io his heart. 

" My dear Mrs. Dutt.on — nay, my dear mother," he said, 

" Mildred and myself have both need of parents. 1 am an 

nrphan like herself, and we can never consent to part with 

you. Look forward, I entreat vou, to making one of our 

38 
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family in all thing?, for never can either Mildred or myself 
reuse to consider you as anything but a parent entitled tc 
more than common reverence and affection." 

Wycherly had hardly uttered this proper speech, when bu 
received what be landed a ten-fold reward. Mildred, in n 
burst of natural il'diu*;. without ufieelation or reserve, bat 
yielding to her henrt only, throw her anus around his- neck, 
murmured the word " thanks" several times, and wept freely 
on his hosom. When Mrs. Dutfon received the sobbing girl 
from him, Wycherly kissed the mother's cheek, and he loft 
the room. 

Admiral Bluewaler would not consent to seek his repose 
until he had a private con'evenee with his friend and Wy- 
eh'erly. The latter was frankness and liberality itself, but 
the former would not wa:' (or setliements. These he trust- 
ed to the young man's honour. His own time was short, 
and he should die perioetly happy could he leave his niece 
in the care of one like our Virginian. He wished the mar- 
riage to lake place iv. his pi-escnee. On this he even insist- 
ed, and, of course, Wycherly made no objections, but went 
io state the case to Mrs. Dutioa and Mildred. 

" It is singular, Dick,'" said Sir Gcrvalse, wiping his eyes, 
as he looked from a window (hat commanded a view of the 
sea, " that 1 have left both our flag? flying in the Ciesar! 
I declare, the oddness of the circumstance never struck me 
till this minute." 

" Let them float a. lit'le longer together. Gervaise. They 
Save faced many a gale and many a bail'c together, and may 
endure each other's compauy n lew hours longer." 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

" Compound of weakness and of strength 
Miirjiiy, yet. ignorant i>i' tliy power ! 
I.oltier liian i\irt.]i, or air, or see. 
Yet meaner tlun the lowliest flower!" 

M.RGAttET DiTfDSOM, 

Not a syllable of e.-iiJunution, reproach or self-accusa- 
tion had passed between the commander-in-chief and the 
rear-admiral, since the latter received his wound. Each 
party appeared to blot out the events of the last few days, 
leaving the long vista of their past services and friendship, 
undisfigured by a single unsigh: I y or unpleasant object. Sir 
Gervaise, while he retained an active superintendence of his 
fleet, and issued the necessary orders right and left, hover- 
ed around the bed of l.lluewuter with the assiduity and al- 
most with the tenderness of a woman ; still not the slightest 
allusion was made to the recent battles, or to anything that 
had occurred in the short cruise. The speech recorded at 
the close of the last chapter, was the first words he had. utter- 
ed which might, in any manner, carry the mind of cither 
back to events liial both might wish i begotten. The rear- 
admiral felt tiiis Ibrbeiii'iiiiee deeply, and now that the sub- 
ject was thus accidentally broached between them, he had 
a desire to say something in continuation. Still he waited 
until the baronet had left the window and taken a seat by 
his, bed. 

"Gervaise," Blue water then commenced, speaking low 
from weakness, but speaking dislinel.lv from feeling, " 1 can- 
not die without asking your forgiveness. There were 
several hours when I actually meditated treason — I will not 
say to my king ; on that point my opinions are unchanged 
— but to you." 

*> Why speak of this, Dick 1 You did not know yourself 
when you believed ii possible to desert me in the face of the 
enemy. How much heller I judged of your character, is 
seen in the fact that I did not hesitate to engage double my 
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force, well knowing that you could not Tail to come to my 

Blue water looked intently at his friend, and a smile of 
serious satisfaction passed over his pallid countenance as he 
listened to Sir Gcrvaise's words, which were uttered with 
his usual warmth and sincerity of manner. 

" I believe you know me better than I know myself, 
truly," he answered, Hirer a though! ml pause ; " yes, better 
than I know myself. What a glorious dose to our profes- 
sional career would it have been, Oakes, had T followed you 
into battle, as was our old practice, and fa lien in your wake, 
imitating your own high example!" 

" It is better as it is, Dick — if anything that has so sad a 
lermination can be well — yes, it is better as it is ; you have 
fallen at my side, as it were. " We will think or talk no 
more of this." 

" We have been friends, and dose friends' too, for a long 
period, Gcrvaisn," returned Bluewater, stretching his arm 
from the bed, with the long, thin lingers of the hand extend- 
ed to meet the other's grasp : " and, yet, I cannot recall an 
ael of your'.s which 1 can justly lay to heart, as unkind, or 
untrue." 

" God forgive me, if you can — I hope not, Dick ,' most 
sincerely do I hope not. It would give me great pain to be- 
lieve it." 

"You have no cause for self-reproach. Li no one act or 
thought can you justly accuse yourself with injuring me. 
1 should die much happier could 1 say the same of myself, 
Oakes 1" 

"Thought!— Dick?— Thought! You never meditated 
aught .against me in your whole li(e. The love you hear 
me, is the true reason why you lie there, at this blessed 
moment." 

" It is grateful to find that I have been understood. I am 
deeply indebted to you, Oakes, for declining to signal me 
and my division down, when 1 (iwiishly requested that un- 
timely forbearance. I was then snllering an anguish o( 
mind, to which any pain of the body I may now endure, is 
an elysium ; your self-denial gave time — " 

"For the heart to prompt you to that which your feel- 
ings yearned to do from the first, Bluewater," interrupted 
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&ir Gervaise. * And, now, as your commanding officer, 1 
enjoin silence on ibis siiljjeet.ybe ever,''' 

" I will endeavour lo obey. Jt will not be long, Oakes, 
that I shall remain under your orders," added the rear-ad- 
miral, with a painful smile. "There should be no charge 
of mutiny against me, in the lust act of my lire. You 
ought to forgive the one sin of omission, when you remem- 
ber how much and how completely, my will has been sub- 
ject to yours, during the- last f-ve-and-thirly years, — how 
little my mind has matured it proib.ssiou.il I bought that yours 
has not originated !" 

" Speak no more of ' forgive,' 1 charge you, Dick. That 
you have shown a girl-like docility in obeying all ray orders, 
loo, is a truth 1 will aver before Cod and man ; but when it 
comes to mind, I am liir from asseriing thai mine has had 
the mastery. I do believe, could the truth he ascertained, 
it would be found that I am, at this blessed moment, enjoy- 
ing a professional reputation, ivhieh is more than half due 
to you." 

" It matters little, now, l.iervaiso — it matters little, now. 
Wc were two light-hearted and gay lads, Oakes, when we 
first met as boys, iiesh from school, and merry as health 
and spirits could make us." 

" We were, indeed, Hick ! — yes, we were ; thoughtless as 
if this sad moment were never to arrive !" 

"There were George Anson, and Peter Warren, little 
Charley Saunders, Jack Byng, and a set of us, that did, 
indeed, live as if we were never to die ! And yet. wo car- 
ried our lives, as it might be, ia our hands, Oakes !" 

"There is much of that, Dick, in boyhood and youth. 
But, he is happiest, after ail, who can meet this moment as 
you do-— calmly, and yet without any dependence on his 
own merits." 

" I had an excellent mother, Oakes ! Little do we think, 
in youth, how much we owe lo the une.xiinguishable tender- 
ness, and far-seeing lessons of our mothers! Ours both 
died while wc were young, and yet I do think wo were 
their debtors for far more than we could ever repay." 

Sir Gervaise simply assented, but milking no immediate 
answer, otherwise, a long pause succeeded, during which 
38* 
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the" vice-admiral fancied that his friend was beginning to 
doze. He was mistaken. 

"You will be made Viscount ISowidero, tor these last' 
affairs, Gervaise," the wounded man unexpectedly observed, 
showing how much his ihonghts were still engrossed with 
the interests of his friend. " Nor do I see why you should 
again refuse a peerage, Those who remain in this world, 
may well yield to its usages and opinions, while they do not 
interfere with higher obligations." 

" 1 !" — exclaimed Sir Gervaise, gloomily. " The thought 
of so commemorating what has happened, would be worse 
than defeat to me! No — I ask no change of name to re- 
mind me constantly of my loss I" 

Bluewater looked "ratelu!, rather than pleased; but he 
made no answer. Now, he fell into a light slumber, from 
which he did not awa.ke until the time he had himself set for 
the marriage of Wyeherly and Mildred. With one uncle 
dead and still unburied, and another about !o quit the world 
for ever, a rite that Is usually defined as joyous as it is 
solemn, might seem unseasonable ; but the dying man had 
made it a request that he might have the consolation of 
knowing en? he expired. th;;t he left his riie.ee under the legal 
protection of one as competent, as ho was desirous of pro- 
tecting her. The reader must imagine the arguments that 
were used for the occasion, but (hey were such as disposed 
all, in the end, to ado it the propriety of yielding their ordi- 
nary prejudices to the exigencies of the moment. It may 
be well to add, also, to prevent useless and unprofitable 
cavilling, that the laws of England were not as rigid on the 
subject of the celebration of marriages in 1745, as .they sub- 
sequently became ; and thai it was lawful then to perform 
the ceremony in a private house without a license, and with- 
out the publishing of banns, even ; restrictions that wero 
imposed a few years later. The penalty for dispensing with 
the publication of banns, was a fine of £100, imposed on 
the clergyman ; and this line Blue water chose to pay, rather 
than leave the only great object of life that now remained 
before him unaccomplished. This penalty in no degree 
impaired the validity of (he contract; though Mrs. Button, 
ns a woman, felt averse to parting with her beloved, without 
a rigid observance of all the customary forms. The point 
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had finally been disposed of, by recourse to arguments ad- 
dressed to the reason of this respectable woman, and by 
urging the necessity of tin; case. Her consent, however, 
was not given without a proviso, that a license should be 
subsequently procured, and it second marriage be bad at a, 
more fitting moment, should Ihe ecclesiastical authorities 
consent to the same ;. a most improbable thing in itself. 

Mr. Rothcrham availed himself of ihe statute inflicting 
the penalty, as an excuse .for not ofiiciaiing. His real mo- 
tive, however, was understood, and Ihe chaplain of the Plan- 
tagenet, a divine of chnracicr and piety, was substituted in 
his place. Bluewater had requested "hat as many of the 
captains of the fleet should be present as could be collected, 
and It was the assembling of fhese warriors of the deep, 
together with the arrival of the clergyman, that first gave 
notice of the approach ofi.be appointed hour. 

Il is not our intention lo dwell on the details of a cere- 
mony that had so much that was painful in its solemnities. 
Neither Wydierly nor Mildred made any change in their 
attire, and the lovely bride wept from the time the service 
began, to the moment when she led the arms of her uncle, 
lo he received in those of her hushnnd, and was supported 
from the room. All seemed sad, indeed, but Bluewater; to 
him the scene was excising, but it brought great relief to bis 

" I am now ready to die. sentleinen,'' lie said, as the door 
closed on the new-married couple. " My last worldly care is 
disposed of, and it were better tor me lo turn all my thoughts 
lo another state of being. My niece, Lady Wychecombe, 
will inherit (he little I have to leave; nor do I know that it 
is of much importance lo substantiate her birth, as her uncle 
clearly bestowed what would have been her mother's pro- 
perty, on her aunt, the duchess. If my dying declaration 
can be of any use, however, you hear it, and can testify to 
it. Now, come ani take leave of me, one by one, that I 
may bless you all. and thank you lor much undeserved, and, 
I fear, unrequited love." 

The scene that followed was solemn and san. One by 
one, the captains drew near ihe bed, and to each the dying 
man had something kind and ai'leclionate to say. Even the 
most cold-hearted looked grave, and O'Neil.a man remark- 
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able for a gaite de casur that rendered the excitement of 
battle some of the pleasanrest moments, of* his life, literally 
shed tears on the band he kissed. 

" Ah ! my old friend," said the roar-admiral, as Parker, 
of the Carnalic, drew near in his customary meek and sub- 
dued manner, " you perceive it is not years alone that bring 
■us to our graves ! They tell me you have behaved as usual 
in these late affairs ; 1 trust thai, titter a long life of patient 
and arduous services, you arc about to receive a proper 
reward." 

"I will acknowledge, Adinhai Pkicwnier," returned Par- 
ker, earnestly, " that it would be peculiarly grateful tc 
receive some mark of the approbation of my sovereign; 
principally on account of my dear wife and children. We 
are not, like yourself, descended from n noble family; but 
must carve our rights to distinction, and they who have 
never known honours of ibis nature, prize them highly." 

"Ay, my good Parker," interrupted the rear-admiral, 
"and they who have ever known them, get to know their 
emptiness ; most especially as they approach thai verge of 
existence, whence the eye looks in a near and fearful glance, 
over the vast and unknown range of eternity." 

" No doubt, sir ; nor am 1 so vain as to suppose that hairs 
which have got to be grey as mine, can last tor ever. But, 
what I was about to say is, (hat precious as honours are to 
the bumble, I would cheerfully yield every hope of the sor' 
I have, to see you on the poop of the C';esar again, with Mr. 
Cornet at your elbow, leading the fleet, or following the 
motions of (be vice-admiral." 

"Thank you, my y;oo(i Parker; that can never be; nor can 
I say, now, that I wish it might. When we have cast off 
from the world, there is less pleasure in looking back, than 
in looking ahead. God bless you, Parker, and keep you, 
as you ever have been, an honest man." 

Stowel was the last to approach the bed, nor did he do It 
until all had left the room but Sir Gervaise and himself. 
The indomitable p;ood- nature, and the professional noncha- 
lance of Bluewnter, by leaving every subordinate undis- 
turbed in the enjoyment of his own personal caprices, had 
rendered the rear-admiral a greater favourite, in one sense 
at least, than the commander-in-chief. Stowel, by his near 
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connexion with RiuewaEor, had profiled more by these pe- 
culiarities than any oilier officer under him, and the effect 
on his feelings had been in a very jus' proportion to (he 
benefits. He could not refrain, it is t.n.ro, from remembering 
the day when he himself' had been a lieutenant in the ship 
in which the rear-admiral had been a midshipman, but he no 
longer recollected the circumstance with the bitterness that 
it sometimes drew after it. On the contrary, it was novv 
brought to .lis mind merely as the most, distant of the many 
land-marks in their long and joint services. 

"Well, Stowcl," observed Bluowaler, sailing- sadly, "even 
the old Caesar must be left behind, in taking leave of life. 
It is seldom a flag-captain has not some heart-burnings on 
account of his superior, and most sincerely do I beg you to 
forget and forgive any I may have occasioned yourself." 

" Heaven help me, sir !— I was far, just then, from thinking 
of any such thing 1 1 was i'uneyinji how little I should have 
thought it probable, when we were together in the Calypso, 
that I should ever be thus standing at your bedside. Really, 
Admiral Bluewater, I would rejoice to share with yon the 
remnant of life that is left me." 

"I do believe you would, Siowel ; but that can never he. 
I have just performed my last act in this world, in giving 
my niece to Kir Wyehcrly W ychecombe." 

"i"es, sir; — yes, si:'— marriage is no doubt honourable, 
as I often tell Mrs. Stout', and therefore not to be despised; 
and yet it is singular, liial a gentleman who has lived a 
bachelor himself, should fancy to see a marriage ceremony 
performed, and that, too, at the eosl of £100, if any person 
choose to complain, just at the close of his own cruise ! 
However, men are no more alike in such matters, than 
women in their domos'ie rp.inlit.ies; and [ sincerely hope this 
young Sir Wycheriy may hud as much comfort, in the old 
house I understand he has a little inland here, as you and 
[ have had, together, sir, in the old Csesar. I suppose 
there'll be no co-equals in Wychecombe Hall," 

11 1 trust not, Stowel. Hut you must now receive my last 

"Tho commander-in-ehiei'has his own flag flying aboard 
of us, sir!" interrupted the methodical captain, in a sort of 
"niiii'inirory way. 
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"Nevermind that, Stowei :■ — I'll answer for his ai qui- 
escence. My body niu.-il he received on hoard, and carried 
round in the ship to Plymouth. Place it on the main-deck, 
where the people can see the coffin ; I would pass my last 
hours above ground, in their midst." 

" It shall be done, sir- — yes, sir, to the letter, Sir Gervaise 
not countermanding. And I'll write this evening to Mrs. 
Btowcl to say she needn't come clown, as usual, as soon as 
she hears the ship is in, hut that she must wait until your 
flag is fairly struck." 

" I should he sorry, Slowel, to cause a moment's delay in 
die meeting of husband and wile!" 

"Don't name it, Admiral Bluewater; — Mrs. Stowel will 
understand thai ir 's duty ; and when we married, I fully ex- 
plained to her that duty, with a sailor, came before matri- 

A little pause succeeded, and then Lilncwaler took a final 
and affectionate leave of his captain. Some twenty minutes 
elapsed in a profound silence, daring which Sir Gervaise 
did not stir, fancying that his friend again dozed. But it 
was ordered thai liiu.e water was never to sleep again, until 
he took the final rest of the dead. It was the mind, which 
had always blazed above the duller lethargy of his body, 
that buoyed him thus up. giving an unnatural impulse to 
his physical powers; an impulse, 'however, that was bill 
momentary, and which, by means of the reaction, contri- 
buted, in the end, to his more speedy dissolution. Perceiv- 
ing, at length, that his friend did not sleep, Sir Gervaise 
drew near his bed. 

''Richard," he snii.L «on(ly. ''there is one without, who 
pines to be admitted. I have refused even his tears, under 
the impression that you lelt disposed to sleep." 

" Never less so. My mind appears to become brighter 
and clearer, instead ol' fading ; 1 think I shall never sleep, 
in the sense you mean. Whoever the person is, let him be 
admitted." 

Receiving this permission, Sir Gervaise opened the door, 
and Geoffrey Cleveland entered. At the same moment, Gal- 
lcygo, who came and went at pleasure, thrust in his own 
ungainly form. The boy's face bo'lrayed the nature" and the 
extent of his grief. In his mind, Admiral Blue water wat 
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Associated with all the events of his own professional life ; 
and, though the period had in truth been so short, in his 
brief existence, the vista through which he looked back, 
seemed quite as long as that which marked the friendship 
r>f the two admirals, themselves. Although he struggled 
manfully for self-con! ro!, fec-'mguo! the better of the lad, and 
he threw himself on his knuus, at the side of the bed, sobbing 
as if his heart would break. Bluewater's eye glistened, and 
he laid a hand ailectionalely on the liea.d of his young rela- 

" Gervaise, you will lake charge of this boy, when I'm 
gone," he said ; " and receive him in your own ship. 1 
leave him to you, as a very near and dear professional 
legacy. Cheer up — cheer up— my brave boy; look upon 
all Ibis as a sailor's fortune. Our lives are the — " 

The word " king's," which shot;!:] have succeeded, seemed 
to choke the speaker. Casting a glance of meaning at his 
friend, with a painful smile on his iucc, he continued silent. 

" Ah ! dear sir," answered the midshipman, ingenuously; 
"I knew thai we might all be killed, hut it never occurred 
to me that an admiral could lose his life in battle. I 'm sure 
— I 'm sure you are the very first that has met with this 
accident I" 

" Not by many, my poor Geoffrey. As there are but 
few admirals, few fall ; but we are as much exposed as 
others." 

"Ifl had only run that Monsieur des Prez through the 
body, when we closed with him," returned the boy, grating 
his teeth, and looking al! the vengeance tor which, at the 
passing instant, he felt (he desire; "it would have been 
something! I might have done it, too, for he was quite 
unguarded !" 

" It would have been a very bad thing, boy, to have 
injured a brave man, uselessly." 

"Of what use was it 10 shoot you, sir? We took their 
ship, just the same as if you had not been hurt." 

" I rather think, Geoffrey, their ship was virtually taken 
before I was wounded," returned Biuewater, smiling. " But 
[ was shot by a French marine, who did no more than his 
duty." 

''Yes, sir," e\claimcd the boy, impatiently ■ "and lit 
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escaped without a scratch. He,, at least, ought to have heen 
masiacred." 

"Thou art Woody-minder!, child ; I scarce know thee. 
Massacred is no* a word lot either a British nobleman or a 
British sailor. I saved the liie of that murine ; and, when 
you come to lie, like me, on your death-bed, Geoffrey, you 
will learn how sweet a consolation can hi; derived from the 
consciousness of such an act; we all need mercy, and none 
ought to expect it, for themselves, who do not yield it to 
others." 

The boywas rebuked, and hi.- feeling took a better, though 
scarcely a more natural direction. Uluewuier now spoke to 
him of his newly-discovered cousin, and had a melancholy 
satisfaction in creating an interest in behalf of Mildred, in 
the breast of I he noble-hearted and ingenuous boy". The 
latter listened with respect ihl attention, as had heen his wont, 
until, deceived by the tranquil and benevolent manner of 
Bluewater, he permitted himself to full into the natural delu- 
sion of believing the wound of the rear-admiral less serious 
than he bad supposed, n;i:.i ro begin to entertain hopes that 
the wounded man mi^ht yet survive. Calmed by these feel- 
ings, he soon ceased to weep ; and, promising discretion, 
was permitted by Sir Cervuise to remain in the room, where 
ho busied himself in the oII'lcck of a nurse. 

Another long pause succeeded this exciting little scene, 
during which ISiueivaler lay quietly communing with him 
self and his God. Sir Gervnise wrote orders, and read 
reports, though his eye was never off the countenance of his 
friend more than a minute or two at a time. At length, the 
rear-admiral aroused hiinsoT, ag;iin, anil began to take an 
interest once mere, in the persons and Ihings around him. 

" Galleygo, my old fellow-cruiser," he said, " I leave Sir 
Cervaise more par'icularlv in your care. As we advance 
in life, our friends decrease in numbers; it is only those 
that have been well tried that we can rely on." 

" Yes, Admiral Blue, { knows that, and so does Sir Jarvy. 
Yes, old shipmates before younr; 'uns, any day, and old 
sailors, loo, before green hands. Sir Jarvy's Bowlderos are 
good plate-holders, iiml the likes r.if Ibat : but when it comes 
to heavy weather, and a hard strain, I think hut little on 
'em all put together." 
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" By the way, Oakes," said Bkiewatcr, with a sudden in- 
tercst in such a subject, lb:ii he never expected to loel again, 
" I have heard notbing of the first day's work, in which, 
through the little I have gleaned hy listening to those around 
me, 1 understand you took a hvo-d.oc.ker, besides dismasting 
the French admiral 1" 

" Pardon me, Dick ; you bad hotter try and catch a little 
sleep; the subject of those two days' work is really painful 

" Well, then, Sir Tarvy, i('y;m has an avarsion to telling 
the story to Admiral Blue, I can do it, your honour," put in 
Galleygo, who gloried in giving rt graphic description of a 
sea-fight. " I thinks, now, a history of that day will com- 
fort a flag-hofficer us has been so badly wounded himself." 

Bluewater oflering no opposition. Galleygo proceeded 
with his account of the evolutions of the ships, as we have 
already described 'hern, succeeduig •■m-prisin<ily well in ren- 
dering the narrative in wrest in:;, ;unl making himself perfectly 
intelligible and clear, by his thorough knowledge, and ready 
use, of the necessary nautical terms. When he came to 
the moment in which the English line separated, part pass- 
ing to windward, and part to leeward of the two French 
ships, he related (.be incident in so clear and spirited a man 
ner, that the commander-in-chief himself dropped his pen, 
and sate listening with pleasure. 

"Who could imagine, Dick," Sir Gervaise observed, 
" that those fellows in the tops watch us so closely, and 
could give so aecurale an account of what passes !" 

" Ah I Gervaise, and what is the vigilance of Galleygo to 
that of the All-seeing eye ! It is a terrible thought, at an 
hour like this, to remember that nothing can be forgotten. 
I have somewhere read that not an oath is uttered that does 
not continue to vibrato through a.li time, in the wide-spread- 
ing currents of sound — not a prayer lisped, that its record 
is not a, so to be lonnd stamped on the laws of nature, by the 
indelible H ca! o\' the Almighty's will !" 

There was little in coimnou between the religious impres- 
sions of the two friends. They were both sailors, and 
though the word does not necessarily inraly that they were 
sinners in an unusual degree, neither does it rigidly imply 
that they were saints. Each had received the usual cle- 
39 
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mentary education, and then each bad been turned adrift 
as it might be, on the ocean of fife, (o suffer the sued to lake 
root, and the fruit to ripen as best tligy might. Few of 
those " who go down to the great deep in ships," and who 
escape the more brutalizing e! loots of lives so rude, are al- 
together without religions impressions. Living so much 
as it were, in the im mediate presence of the power of God, 
the sailor is much disposed to reverence his omnipotence, 
even while he transgresses hi* laws ; but in nearly all those 
instances in which nature has implanted a temperament in- 
clining to deep feelings, as was the case with Bluewater, 
not even the harsh examples, nor the loose or irresponsible 
lives of men thus separated from the customary ties of so- 
ciety, can wholly extinguish 'he reverence (or God which is 
created by constaiil.lv dwelling in the presence of his earthly 
magnificence. This sentiment :li Blue water had not been 
altogether without fruits, for he both read and reflected 
much. Sometimes, though at isolated and distant intervals, 
he even prayed ; and that fervently, and with a strong and 
full sense of his own demerits. As a consequence of this 
general disposition, and of (he passing convictions, his mind 
was better attuned for ihe crisis before him, than would have 
heen the case with most of bi.s brethren in arms, who, when 
overtaken with the fate so common to the profession, are 
usually left to sustain their last moments with the lingering 
enthusiasm of strife and victory. 

On the other baud. Sir Gervaise was as simple as a child 
in matters of this sort. He had a reverence for his Creator, 
and such general notions of his goodness and love, as the 
well-disposed are apt. to feel ; but all the dogmas concerning 
the lost condition of the human race, (he mediation, and the 
power of faith, floated in his mind as opinions not to be con- 
trovei-ied, and yet as scarcely to be felt. In short, the com- 
mander-in-chief admitted the practical heresy, which over- 
shadows the faith of millions, while he deemed himself 'to be 
a stout advocate of church and king. Still, Sir Gervaise 
Oakes, on occasions, was more than usually disposed to 
seriousness, and was even inclined to be devout ; but it was 
without much regard to theories or revelation. At such 
moments, while b'.s opinions would not properly admit him 
within the pale of any Christian church, in particular, his 
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feelings might have identified him with all. In a word, we 
apprehend he was a tolerably fair example of what vague 
general ities, when acting on a temperament not indisposed 
to moral impressions, render the groat majority of men; who 
flit around the mysteries of a future slave, without alighting 
either on the consolations of faith, or discovering any of 
those logical conclusions which, half the tune unconsciously 
to themselves, !hey seein to expect. When Bluewater made 
his last remark, therefore, the vice-admiral looked anxiously 
at his friehd; and religion for the first time since the other 
received his hurl, mingled with his reflections. He hod de- 
voutly, though mentally, rebmied thanks to God for his 
victory, but it had never occurred to him that Bluewater 
might need some preparation lor death. 

" Would you like to see the I'lantaycnct.'s chaplain, again, 
Dick?" he said, tenderly ; " you are no Papist; of that I 
am certain." 

" In that you are quite right, Gcrvaise. I consider all 
churches— the one holy Catholic church, if you will, as but 
a means furnished by divine benevolence to aid weak men 
in their pilgrimage : hut I also believe that there is even a 
shorter way to his f jnsiveuess than tlirou'di these common 
avenues. How far I am riiiht," ho added, smiling, ".none 
will probably know better than myself, u l'i;w hours hence." 

"Friends must meet again, hereafter, .Bluewater; it is 
irrational to suppose that, they who have loved each other 
so well in this state of being, are to be for ever separated in 
the other." 

"We will hope so, Oakes," taking She vice-admiral's 
hand; " we will hope so. Still, there will be no ships for 
us — no cruises- — no victories — no triumphs ! It is only at 
moments like this, at which .1. have arrived, (hat we come to 
view these things in their proper light. Of all the past, 
your constant, unwavering friendship. r:ives me the most 
pleasure L" 

The vice-admiral could resist, no longer. lie turned aside 
and wept. This tribute to nature, in one so manly, was 
imposing even to the dying man, and' Galleygo regarded it 
with awe. Familiar as the latter had become with his mas- 
ter, by use and Indulgence, no living being, in his estima- 
tjon, was as authoritative or as formidable as the com- 
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mander- in -chief; and the effect of ibe present spectacle, 
was to induce him to hide his own face in self-abasement, 
Bluewater saw it all, but he neither spoke, nor gave any 
loken of his observation, lie merely prayed, and that right 
fervently, not only for his friend, but for his humble and 
uncouth follower. 

A reaction took place in the system of 'he wounded man, 
about nine o'clock that night. At this time be believed 
himself near bis end, and he sent for Wychcdy and his 
niece, to take his leave of them. Mrs. Dutton was also pre- 
sent, as was Magrath, who remained on shore, in attend- 
ance. Mildred lay for half an hour, bathing her uncle's 
pillow with her (ears, until she was removed at the sur- 
geon's suggestion, 

" Ye 'II see, Sir Gorvaise," bo whispered — (or " Sir Jair- 
vis," as be always proueinieed the name.)—" ye 'II see, Sir' 
Jairvis, that it 's a duty of the faculty to prolong life, even 
when there 's no hope of saving it ; and if ye '11 be regard- 
ing the judgment of a professional man, Lady Wychecombe 
had better withdraw. It would really be a matter of honest 
exultation for us riaetaueeots to »et the rear-admiral through 
the night, seeing lha.t the surgeon of the Ca;sar said he could 
no survive the setting sun." 

At' the moment of lina.l separation, Bluewater had little 
to say to his niece. He kissed and blessed her again and 
again, and then signed ihat she should lie taken away. Mrs. 
Dutton, also, came in for a full share of his notice, he hav- 
ing desired her to remain after Wychedy and Mildred had 
quitted the room. 

"To your care and alfeeiion, excel lent woman," he said, 
in a voice that had now sunk nearly to a whisper — " we 
owe it, that Mildred is not unfit for her station. Her reco- 
very would have been even more painful than her loss, had 
she been restored to her proper family, uneducated, vulgar, 

"That could hardly have happened to Mildred, sir, in any 
circumstances," answered the weeping woman. "Nature 
has done loo much for the dear child, to render her any- 
thing but delicate and lovely, under any tolerable circum 
stances of depression." 

" She is better as she is, and God be thanked that he rais- 
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ed up such a protector for her childhood. You have been 

all in all to her in her infancy, and she will strive to repay 
it to your age." 

Of this Mrs. Duiion. felt (no confident to need assurances; 
and receiving the dying man's blessing, she knelt at his bed- 
side, prayed fervemly for a feu- minutes, and withdrew. Af- 
ter this, nothing out of the ordinary track occurred until 
prist midnight, and Mni'radi, more than once, whispered bis 
joyful anticipations thai t!ie ro;ir-admir,'i! would survive un- 
til morning. An hour before day, however, the wounded 
man revived, in a way that the surgeon distrusted. He 
knew that no physical change of this sort could well hap- 
pen that did not arise from the momentary ascendency of 
mind over mutter, as (lie first is on (he point of finally aban. 
den-in;.' its ocr'.hiv !enetiieet ; a circumstance of no unusual 
occurrence in patients of strong and active intellectual pro- 
perties, whose faculties oiien brighten for an instant, in their 
last moments, as the lamp Hashes and glares as it is about 
to become extinct. Going to the bed, he examined his pa- 
tient attentively, and was satisfied that the final moment 

"You're a man and a soldier, Sir Jairvis," he said, in 
a low voice, " and it 'I! no be doing good 1.0 attempt mislead- 
ing your judgment in a ease of this sort. Our respectable 
friend, the rear-admiral, is articulo mortis, as one might 
almost say ; he cannot possibly survive half an hour." 

StrGorvaise started. lie looked around him a little wist- 
fully ; for, at that moment, he would have given much to be 
alone with his dying friend. But he hesitated to make a re- 
quest which, it struck him, might seem improper. From this 
embarrassment, however, he was relieved by Bluewater him 
self, who had the same desire, without the same scruples 
about confessing if. lie drew the surgeon to his side, and 
whispered a wish to be left alone with the commandcr-in- 

" Well, there will be no trespass on the rules of pracfico 
in indulging the poor man hi his desire," muttered Magrath, 
as he looked about him to gather flic last of his professional 
instruments, like the workman who is about' to quit one 
olace of (oil lo repair to another ; " and I 'II just be indulg- 
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So saying, he pushed GalJeygo and Geoffrey from ihs 
loom before him, led it. himself, and closed the door. 

Finding himself alone, Sir Gorvaise knelt at the side of 
the bed and prayed, hoMin/r the hand of his friend in both 
his own. The example of Mrs. LHtUon, and the yearnings 
of his own heart, exacted this sacrifice ; when il was over 
ho fell a great lelief from sensations thai had Hourly choked 
him. 

" Do you forgive me, GervaHe V whispered Bluewater. 

"Name it not — name it not, my best friend. We all 
have our moments of weakness, and our need of pardon. 
May God forget, ail mi; sins, as freely as I forget your er- 

"God bless you, Oakes, nnci keep yon the same simple- 
miuded, true- hearted man, you have ever been." 

Sir Gervaise hurled his face in the bed-clothes, anrj 
groaned.. 

"Kiss me, Oaken." murmured the rear-admiral. 

In order to do ihis, the ootntnaiider-iii-einef rose from his 
knees and bent over the body of his friend. As ho raised 
himself from the cheek he had saluted, a benignant smite 
gleamed on the face of the dying; man, and ho ceased fo 
breathe. Near half a minute followed, however, before the 
last and most significant breath that is ever drawn from 
man, was given. The remainder of that night Sii Gov- 
vaise Oak.es passed in the chamber alone, pacing the floor, 
recalling the many seeoes of pleasure, danger, pain, and 
triumph through which he and the dead had passed in com- 
pany. With the return of light, ho summoned the attend- 
ants, and retired to his tent. 
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CHAPTEE XXXI. 

* And f hey came for (he buried king that hy 
At real in that undent fane ; 
For he must be armed .111 the battle daVi 
With them to deliver Spain! 

— Tlmn the uiiirdi ivcm aoimilin; on, 
And l.iii; Mui;!-*, Uv noontide sun, 
Were dust on ToImhi's plain." 



It remains only to give a rapid sketch or the fortunes of 
our principal characters, and of the few incidents that are 
more immediately connected with what has gone before. 
The death of Bluewater was announced to the fleet at sun- 
rise, by hauling down bia fiai; ['com the mizzen of the Ca;sar 
The vice-admiral's flng came down with it, and re-appeared 
at the next minute at the fore of the Plantagenet. Hut the 
little white emblem of .run!; never went aloft again in honour 
of the deceased. At noon, it was spread over his coffin, on 
the main-deck of the ship, agreeably to his own request ; 
and more than once that day, did some rough old tar use 
it, to wipe the tear from his eyes. 

In the afternoon of the day after the death of one of our 
heroes, the wind came round to the westward, and all the 
vessels lifted their anchors, and proceeded to Plymouth. 
The crippled ships, by this time, were in a state to carry 
more or less sail, and a slttinger who had seen the melan- 
choly-looking line, as it rounded the Start, would have fan- 
cied it a beaten fleet on its return to port. The only signs 
of exultation that appeared, were Ihe jacks that were flying 
over the white flags of the prizes ; and even when all had 
anchored, the sumo air of sadness reigned among these vic- 
torious mariners. The body was landed, with the usial 
forms; but the procession of warriors of the deep that fol- 
lowed it, was distinguished by a gravity that far exceeded 
the ordinary aspects of mere iiirm. Many of the captains, 
and Greenly in particular, had viewed the manoeuvring of 
Bluewater with surprise, and the latter not altogether with 
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out displeasure; but his snbsr:<i:xnt conduct had completely 
erased lliese Lnpressions, leaving no oilier iccoilection con- 
nected with his conduct (lint morning than iIki bridiaid 
courage, and admirable handbiii; of Jiis vessels, by which 
Ihe fortunes of a. nearly desperate day bad been retrieved. 
Those who did reflect any buyer on the subject, attributed 
the singularity of tin-: course pursued by the rear-admiral, to 
some private orders communicated in (in: telegraphic signal, 
as already mentioned. 

It is unnecessary for us to dwell on the particular move- 
ments of the fleet, after it readied Plymouth. The ships 
were repaired, the prizes received into the service, and, in 
due time, all took the sea again, ready and anxious to 
encounter fheir country's enemies. Thev ran the careers 
usual to English heavy cruisers in that age; and as ships 
form our principal characters in this wink, perhaps it may 
not be amiss to take a general glance at their several for- 
tunes, together with those of their respective commanders. 
Sir Gervaise fairly wore out the Plan ta genet, which vessel 
was broken up three years later, (hough not until she had 
carried a blue flag at her main, more than two years. 
Greenly lived to be a rear-admiral of the red, and died of 
yellow-fever in the Island of liarbadoes. The Cassar, with 
Slowel still in command of her, foundered at sea in a win- 
ter's cruise in the lialtie, every soul perishing. This cala- 
mily occurred the winter succeeding the summer of our 
legend, and the only relieving circumstance connected with 
the disaster, was the fact (.hat her commander got rid of 
Mrs. -S towel altogether, from that dav forward . The Thun- 
derer had her share in many a subsequent battle, and Foley, 
her captain, died rear-admiral of En<_dunil, and a vice-admi 
ral of the red, thirty year's later. The Carn-atic was com 
rnanded by Parker, until the latter (rot a right (o hoist a 
blue flag at the mizzen ; which was done for just one day, 
to comply wilh form, anil then both ship and admiral were 
laid aside, as too old for further use. It should be added, 
however, that Parker was knighted by the king on board 
his own ship; a circumstance that cast a halo of sunshine 
over the close of the life of one, who had commenced his 
career so humbly, as to render this happy close more than 
equal to his expectations. lr diracl opposition to this, it 
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may be said here, tlint Si.- (..!c:rv;ii<o refused, for the third 
lime, to be made Viscount .Boii'ldero, wil.li a feeling just the 
reverse of that of Parker's; for, secure of his social position, 
and careless of politic*, lie viewed the elevation with an 
indifference that was a natural consequence enough of his 
own birth, fortune, and high character. On this occasion, 
— it was after another victory, — George II. personally 
alluded to the subject, remarking that, the success we have 
recorded had never mot with its reward ; when the old sen- 
man let out the true secret of hi* pertinaciously declining- 
(in honour, about which he might otherwise have boon sup- 
posed .to be a3 indiiicrent :o the: acc.eptu.nce, as to the refusal. 
" Sir," he answered to the remark of the king, " I am duly 
sensible of your majesty's favour; but, I can never consent to 
receive a patent of nobility that, in my eyes, will always 
seem to be sealed with the blood of my closest and best 
friend." This reply was remembered, and the subject was 
never adverted to again. 

The fale of the Blenheim was one of those impressive 
blanks that dot the pages of nautical history. She sailed for 
the Mediterranean alone, and alter she had discharged her 
pilot, was never heard of again. This did not occur, how- 
ever, until Captain Sterling arid been killed on her decks, in 
one of SirGervaise's subsequent, actions. The Achilles was 
suffered to drift in, too near to some heavy French batteries, 
before the treaty of Ai_\-la-Cha;x.:!le was signed ; and, after 
every slick had been again cm out of her, she was compelled 
to lower her flag. His earldom and his courage, saved Lord 
Morganic from censure; but, being permitted to go up to 
Paris, previously to his exchange, he contracted a matrimo- 
nial engagement with a celebrated tliuivcimc, a craft that gave 
so much future orcip!ciym:Tr. that he virtually abandoned 
profession. Nevertheless, his name was on the list of 
-admirals of the blue, when he departed this life. The 
Warspite and Captain Goodiellow both died natural deaths ; 
one as a receiving-ship, and the other as a rear-admiral of 
the white. The Dover, Captain Drink water, was lost in 
attempting to weather Sciily hi n gale, when her commander 
and quite half her crew, were drowned. The York did 
many a hard day's duty, before her time arrived ; but, in 
the end, she was so ln.teh it'.jiu'ed in a general action as fo 
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be abandoned and set fire to, at sea. Her commandes 
was lost overboard, in the very first cruise she took, 
after that related in this work. The Elizabeth rotted as a 
guard-ship, in the Med way ; and Captain Blakely retired 
from the service with one arm, a yellow admiral. The 
Dublin laid hoi' bones in the cove of Cork, having been con- 
demned after a severe winter passed on the north coast. 
Captain O'Ncil was killed in a duel with a French officer, 
after the peace; the fatter having stated that his ship had 
run away from 1 wo frigates commanded by the Chevalier. 
The Ohloe was taken by an enemy's fleet, in the next war ; 
but Captain Dcnhum worked bis way tip to a white (lag at 
the main, arid a peerage. The Druid was wrecked that 
very summer, chasing inshore, near liordeau.x ; and Blewet, 
in a professional point of view, never regained the ground 
he lost, on this occasion. As for the sloops and cutters, they 
Went the way of all small cruisers, while their nameless 
commanders shared the usual fates of mariners. 

Wycherly remained at Wychecombe until the interment 
of. his uncle took place ; at which, aided by Sir Reginald's 
irii'liie!i:;e ;'iid knowledge, and, in .spit' 1 of Tom's intrigues, 
he appeared as chief mourner. The affair of the succession 
was also so managed as to give him very little trouble. 
Tom, discovering that his own illegitimacy was known, and 
seeing the hopelessness of a comrst ag-sinst such an antago- 
nist as Sir Reginald, who knew quite as much of the facts 
as he did of the law of the case, was fain to retire from the 
field. From that moment, no one heard anything more of 
the legacies. In the end he received the £."20,000, in the 
five per cents, and the few chattels Sir "Wycherly had a right 
to give away ; bat his enjoyment of them was short, as he 
contracted a severe cold that. *'cry autumn, and died of a 
malignant fever, in a few weeks. Leaving no will, his pro- 
perty escheated ; but it was all restored to his two uterine 
brothers, by the liberality of the ministry, and out of respect 
to the long services of the baron, which two brothers, it will 
be remembered, alone had any of the blood of Wychecombe 
in their veins to boast of. Tnis was disposing of ihe savings 
of both the baronet and the judge, with a very suitable 
regard to moral justice. 

Wycherly also appeared, though it was in company with 
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Sir Gervaise Oakes, as one oflho principal mourners at the 
funeral obsequies o!' Admiral Blue water. These were of a 
public character, and took place in Westminster Abbey. 
The carriages of that portion of the royal personages who 
were not restrained by the laws of court-etiquette, appeared 
in the procession ; and several members of that very family 
that the deceased regarded as intruders, were present incog, 
at his last rites. This, however, was but bne of the many 
illusions that the great masquerade of lite is constantly offer- 
ing to the public gaze. 

There was little difficulty in establishing the claims of 
Mildred, to be cotisiiJeivci me (hug-liter of Colonel Bluewater 
and Agnes Hedworth. Lord B!uewa!er was soon satisfied ; 
and, as he was quil.uiucmterent. fo the possession of his kins- 
man's money, an acquisition he nebher wished nor expected, 
the most perfect good- will existed between the parties. 
There was more difficulty with the Duchess of Glamorgan, 
who had acquired too many of the notions of very high 
rank, to look with complacency on a niece that had been 
educated as the (laughter of a sailing-master in the navy. 
She raised many objections, while she admitted that she 
had been the confdant of her sister's attachment to John 
Bluewater. Her second son. Geoffrey, did more to remove 
her scruples than all the rest united ; and when Sir Gervaiso 
Oakes, in person, condescended to make a journey to the 
Parle, to persuade her to examine Ihe proofs, she could not 
well decline. As soon as one of her really candid mind 
entered into ihe inquiry, the evidence was found to be irre- 
sistible, and she at once yielded to the feelings of nature. 
Wycherly had been inde'aiiL'-ible in establishing his wife's 
claims — more so, indeed, than in establishing his own; and, 
at the suggestion of the vice-admiral — or, admiral of the 
white, as he had become by a recent general promotion- 
he consented to accompany the latter in this visit, wait- 
ing at the nearest town, however, for a summons to the 
Park, as soon as it could be ascertained that his presence 
would be agreeable to its mistress. 

"If my niece prove but liali'a, acceptable in appearance, 
as lev i u: ph <:m, Sir Gervaise," observed the duchess, when 
the young Virginian was introduced '.o tier, and laying stress 
on the word we have italicised — "nothing cm bo wanting 



Hosiec by Google 



4U8 THE TWO ADMIRALS. 

to the agi'eeables of this new connection. I am impatient 
now, to see my niece; Sir YV'ychci'ly Wychecombe has pre- 
pared me to expect a youns: woman of more than common 

" My life on it, duchess, lie has not raised your expecta- 
tions too high. The poor girl is still dwelling in her cot- 
tage, the companion of her reputed mother ; but il is lime, 
WydiC'Mimbrj, (hat you had claimed your bride." 

" 1 expect to find her and Mrs. Button at the Hall, on my 
return, Sir Gervaise ; it having been thus arranged between 
us. The sad ceremonies through which we have lately 
been, were unsuited to the introduction of the new mistress 
to her abode, and the last had bein deferred fo a more fitting 
occasion." 

"Let the first visit thai Lady Wychecombe pays, be to 
this place," said the duchess. "I do not command it, Sir 
Wychcrly, as one who has some slight claims to her duty; 
but I solicit it, as one who wishes to possess every hold upon 
her love. Her mother was an only sister; and an only 
sister's diiid must he very near to one," 

It would have been impossible far the Duchess of Gla- 
morgan to have said as much as this before she saw the 
young Virginian ,■ but, now he had turned out a person so 
very different from what she expected, she had lively hopes 
in behalf of her niece. 

Wycherly returned to Wychecombe, after this short visit 
to Mildred's aunt, and found his lovely bride in quiet pos- 
session, accompanied by her mother. Dutton still remained 
at the station, for he had the sagacity to see that he might 
not be welcome, and modes! y enouch to net with a cautious 
reserve. But Wycherly respected his excellent wife too 
profoundly not to have a due regard to her feelings, in all 
things; and the master was invited to join the party. Bru- 
tality and meanness united, like those which belonged to the 
character of Dutton, are not easily abashed, and he accept- 
ed the invitation, in the hope that, after all, he was !o reap 
as many advantages by the marriage of Mildred with the 
affluent baronet, as il she had actually been his daughter. 

After passing a few weeks in sober happiness at home, 
Wychcrly felt it due to all parties, to carry his wife to the 
'ark, in order tha! fkc midit make iiuj acquaintance of the 
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near relatives who dwelt there. Mrs. Button, by invitation, 

was of the party ; but JJul.i.oti was left behind, as having no 
necessary connection with the scenes and the feelicgs that 
were likely to occur. It would be painting the duchess too 
much en beau, were we to say tliiit. she met Mildred without 
certain misgivings and fears. But the first glimpse of her 
lovely niece completely put natural feelings in the ascen- 
dency. The resemblance to her sister was so strong as to 
cause a piercing cry to escape her, and, bursting into tears, 
she folded the. trembling unui^: woman to her heart, with a 
fervour and sincerity tiiat set at naught all conventional 
manners. This was the commencement of a close intimacy ; 
which lasted but a short lime, however, the duchess dying 
two years later. 

Wycherly continued in the service uni.il the peace of Aix- 
ia-Chapelle, when he finally quirted the sea. His strong, 
native attachments led him bad; to Virginia, where all his 
own nearest relatives belonged, and where his whole heart 
might be said to be, when he saw Mildred and his children 
at his side. With him, early asocial ions and habits had 
more strength than traditions and memorials of the past. 
He erected a spacious dwelling on Ibe estate inherited from 
his father, where he passed most of his time ; consigning 
Wyehecombe to the care of a careful steward. Willi the 
additions and improvements that he was now enabled to 
make, his Virginian estate produced even a larger income 
than his English, and his interests really pointed to the 
choice he had made. But no pecuniary considerations lay 
at the bottom of his selection. Ho really preferred the 
graceful and courteous Oiise of" the intercourse wdiich charac- 
terized the manners of James's river. In that age, they 
were equally removed from the coarse and boisterous jollity 
of the English country -squire, and the heartless convention- 
alities of high life. In addition to this, his sensitive feelings 
rightly enough detected thai he was regarded in the mother- 
country as a sort of intruder. He was spoken of, alluded 
to in the journals, and viewed even. by his tenants as the 
American landlord ; and he never felt truly at home in the 
country for which he had fought and bled. In England, his 
rank as a baronet was not sufficient io look down these lit- 
tle peculiarities ; whereas, in Virginia, it gave him a certain 
40 
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c'eZuf, tliat was grateful to one of the m 
human nature. " At home," as (he mother-country was than 
affectionately termed, ho hiirl no hope of becoming a priyy 
councillor; while, in his native colony, his rank and for- 
tune, almost as a matter of course, placed him in the coun- 
cil of the governor. In a word, while Wycherly found 
most of those worldly considerations which influence men 
in the choice of their places of res i donee, in favour of the 
region in which he happened to be born, his election was 
made more from feeling and taste than from anything else. 
His mind had taken an early 1'ias in favour of the usages 
and opinions in" the people, among whim lie had received his 
first impressions, and this bias he retained to the hour of his 
Jeath. 

Like a true woman, Mildred found her happiness with her 
husband and children. Of the hitter she bad but three,' a 
boy and two girls. The care of the last was early com- 
mitted co Mrs. Button. This excellent woman had remained 
at Wychecombe wi;h her husband, until death put an end to 
his vices, though the close of his career was exempt from 
those scenes of bru'.nl dielat.jon and interference that had 
rendered the earlier part of her life so miserable. Appre- 
hension of what niigbl be the consequences to himself, acted 
as a check, and ho had sagacity enough to see that the 
physical, com forts be new possessed were all owing to the 
influence of his wife. He lived but four years, however. 
On his death, his widow immediately took her departure for 
America. 

It would be sub-ntnling pure images of the fancy for a 
picture of sober realities, were we to say that Lady Wyche- 
combe and her adopted mother never regretted the land of 
their birth. This negation of feeling, habits, and prejudices, 
is not to be expected even in an Esquimaux. They both 
had occasional strictures to make en the i/intaU, (and this 
to Wycherly 's grea! surprise, for he conscientiously believed 
that .of England to be just Ihe worst in the world,) on the 
fruits, the servants, the roruls, and the difficulty of procuring 
various little cornibris. flu!., as this was said good-naturedlv 
and in pleasantry, rather than in the way of complaint, il 
led to no unpleasant scenes or feelings. As all three made 
tfcoosional voyages U> England, "here Ins estates, and more 
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particularly settlements with liis factor, compelled the baro- 
net to go once in about a lustrum, the fruits and the climate 
were finally given u]> by the Indies. After many years, 
even the slip-shod, careless, but hearty attendance of the 
negroes, came to be preferred to the clogged mannerism of 
the English domestics, perfect as were the latter in their 
parts'; and the whole subject got to be one of amusement, 
instead of one of complaint. There is no greater mistake 
than to suppose that the traveller who pluses once through 
a country, with his home-bred, and quite likely provincial 
notions thick upon him. is competent to describe, with due 
discrimination, oven the usages of which he is actually a 
witness. This truth all the family came, in time, to dis- 
cover; and while it rendered them more strictly critical in 
their remarks, it also rendered them more tolerant. As it 
was, few happier families were to be found in the British 
empire, than that of Sir Wychcrly Wydieeombe ; its sead 
retaining his manly and protce-iug affection for all dependent 
on him, while his wife, beautiful as a matron as she had 
been lovely as a girl, clung to him with the tenderness of a 
woman, and the (conchy of the vine to Its own oak. 

Of the result of the rising in the north, it is unnecessary 
to say much. The history of the Chevalier's successes in 
the first year, and of his iiual overthrow at Culloden, is well 
known. Sir Reginald Wyeheconibe, like hundreds of others, 
played his cards so sknfully that he avoided eomnu'.uig 
himself; and, although ho lived and eventually died a sus. 
pected man, he escaped ffii'icil.i.ires and attainder. With Sir 
Wycherly, as the head of his house, he maintained a friendly 
correspondence to the hist, even taking charge of the paternal 
estate in its owner's absence : manifesting to the hour of his 
death, a scrupulous probity in matters of money, mingled with 
an inherent love of management and intrigue, in things that 
related to politics and the succession. Sir Reginald lived 
long enough to see the hopes of the Jacobites completely 
extinguished, and the throne filled by a native Knglishmau. 

Many long years after the events which rendered the 
week of its opening- incidents so memorable among its uetors, 
must now be imagined. Time had advanced with its usual 
unihltenng (read, and the greater part of a generation had 
neen gathered to their fathers. George III. had been on 
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the throne not less than i.hree lustrums, and most of the .m 
portant actors of the period of 'lo, were: dead ; — many ol 
them, in a degree, forgotten. But each age has its own 
events and its own changes. Those colonies, which in 1745 
were so loyal, so devoted to the house of Hanover, ir. the 
belief that political and religions liberty depended on the 
issue, had revolted against the supremacy of the parliament 
of the empire. America was already in arms against the 
mother country, and the very day before the occurrence of 
the little scene we are about to relate, Iho intelligence of the 
battle of Bunker fill! bad reached London. Although the 
gazette and national pride bod, in a. degree, lessened the 
characteristics of this most remarkable of all similar eom- 
buls, by exa^gera'.inif the numbers of the colonics engaged, 
and lessening the lops of the royal troops, the impression 
produced by the news is said to have been greater than any 
known to that age. It had been the prevalent opinion of 
England— an opinion that was then general in Europe, and 
which descended even to our own times — that the animals 
of the new continent, man included, had less courage and 
physical force, than those of the old ; and astonishment min- 
gled with the forebodings of the intelligent, when it was 
found that a body ol" ill-armed countrymen had dared to 
meet, in a singularly bloody combat, twice their number of 
regular -troops, and ihat, loo, under the guns of the king's 
shipping- and batteries. Ui.inwiirs, lor the moment, were rife 
in London, and the political world was filled with gloomy 
atiiiciaaLons of the future. 

On the morning of the day alluded to, Westminster Ab- 
bey, as usual, was open to I he inspection of the curious and 
interested. Several parties were scattered among its aisles 
and chape!*, some reading l he inscriptions on the simple 
tablets' of the dead which illustrate a nation, in illustrating 
themselves; others listening to the names of princes who 
derived their consequence from their thrones and alliances; 
and still other sets who were wandering among the more 
elaborate memorials that have been raised equally to illus- 
trate insignificance, and to marl; the final resting-places of 
more modern heroes and statesmen. The beauty of the 
weather had brought out more visiters than c 
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not less than hal i-a-dozen equipages wore in waiting, i fc 
and about Palace Yard. Among others, one had a ducal 
coronet. This .carriage did not fail to attract the attention 
that is more than usually bestowed on rank, in England. 
All were empty, however, and more than one parly of pe- 
destrians entered the venerable edilice, rejoicing that the 
view of a duke or a duchess, was to be thrown in, among 
the other sights, gratuitously. All who passed on foot, 
however, were not influenced by this vulvar feeling; for, 
one group went by, thai did not even east a glance at the 
collection of carriages ; the seniors of the party being too 
much accustomed to such things to lend them a thought, 
and the juniors too full of anticipations of what they were 
about to see, to think of other matters. This party con- 
sisted of a handsome man of fifty-odd, a lady some three or 
four years his junior, we;l preserved and still exceedingly 
attractive ; a young man of twenty-six, and two lovely girls, 
that looked like twins; though one was really twenty-one, 
and the other but nineteen. These were Sir Wycherly and 
Lady Wychecombe, Wycherly [heir only son, then just re- 
turned from a five years' peregrination on the continent of 
Europe, and Mildred and Agnes, their daughters. The rest 
of the family had arrived in England about a fortnight be. 
fore, to greet the heir on his return from the grand lour, as 
it was then termed. The meeting had been one of love, 
though Lady VV'ycheeombe had to reprove a few innocent 
foreign affectations, as she fancied them to "be, in her son; 
and the baronet, himself, laughed at the scraps of French, 
Italian and German, that, quite na.turaliy mingled in the 
young man's discourse. All this, however, cast no cloud 
over the. party, for it had ever been a family of entire oon- 
ndi/nro anil unbroken love. 

"This is a most solemn place to me," observed Sir Wy- 
cherly, as they entered at the Poets' corner, "and one in 
which a common man unavoidably feels bis own insignifi- 
cance. But, we will iirst make our pilgrimage, and look at 
these remarkable inscription* as we come out. The tomb 
we seek is in a chapel on the other side of the church, noar 
to the great doors. When I last saw it, it was quite alone." 

On hearing this, the whole nurtv moved on; though the 
40 * 
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two lovely young Virginians cast wistful and curious eyes 
behind them, at the wonders hy which they were sur- 
rounded. 

" Is not this an extraordinary edifice, Wychcrly V half 
whispered Agnes, the youngest of the sisters, as she clung 
!o one arm of her brother. Mildred occupying the other. 
- Can the whole world furnish such another V 

" So much for hominy and James.' river !'' answered the 
young man, laughing—" now could you but see the pile at 
Rouen, or that at Rheims, or that at Antwerp, or even that 
at York, in this good kingdom, old Westminster would have 
(o fall back upon its little tablets and bi» names. But Sir 
Wycherly stops; lie must ace what he calls his land-fall." 

Sir Wychcrly bad indeed stopped. It was in conse- 
quence of having reached the head of the chwur, whence 
he could see the interior of the recess, or chapel, towards 
which he had been moving. It still contained but a single 
monument, and that was adorned with an anchor and other 
nautical emblems. Even a! thai dis'.aoor. the words" Rich- 
ard Bluewatjih, R far- Admiral or the White," might 
be read. But the baronet had come to a sudden halt, in 
consequence of seeing a party of three enter the chapel, in 
which he wished to be alone with his own family. The 
party consisted of an old man, who walked with tottering 
steps, and this so much the more from the circumstance 
that he leaned on a domestic; nearly as old as himself, 
though of a somewhat sturdier frame, and of a tall imposing- 
looking pea'soo of middle, age. who followed the two with 
patient steps. Several attendants of the cathciiral wateh:;d 
this party from a distance with an air of curiosity and re- 
spect : \y.\t they bad been requested not to accompany it to 
the chapel. 

" They must be some old brother-officers of my poor 
uncle's, visiting his tomb !" whispered Lady Wyohecombe, 
" The very venei-ah'e gentleman has nav:il emblems about 
his attire." 

" Do you — can yon forgot him, love < 'Tis Sir Gervaise 
Oakes, the pride of England! and yet how changed! It 
is now five-and-twenly vears since we last met,' still I 
knew him at a glance, The servant is old Galleygo, his 
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steward ; but the gentleman with him is a stranger. Lei 
us advance; ice cannot be intruders in such a place." 

Sir Gervaiso paid no attention to the entrance of the 
Wychecombes. It was evident, by tlio vacant look of hig 
countenance, that time and hard service had impaired his 
(acuities, though his body remained entire; an unusual 
thing for one who had been so often engaged. Still there 
were glimmerings of lively reeollor.f.ioi]-, and even of strong 
sensibilities about his eves, as sudden fancies crossed hia 
mind. Once a year, the anniversary of his friend's inter- 
ment, he visited that chapel ; and lie had now been brought 
here as much from habit, as by his own desire. A chair 
was provided for him, and lie sat fneing the tomb, with the 
large letters before his eyes. Still he regarded neither, 
though he bowed courteously to the salute of the strangers, 
flis companion at first seemed a little surprised, if not offend- 
ed at the intrusion; but when VVychevly mentioned that 
they were relatives of the deceased, he also bowed compla- 
cently, and made way tor the ladles. 

" This it is as what you wants to see, Sir Jarvy," ob- 
served Galley go, jogjrins his master's shoulder by way of 
jogging his memory . "Them 'ere cables and hanchois, 
and that 'ere mizzen-mast, with a rear-admiral's flag a -fly- 
ing, is rigged in this old church, in honour of our friend 
Admiral Blue, as was ; but as is now dead and gone this 
many a long year." 

"Admiral of the Blue," refloated Sir Gervaiso coldly 
" You 're mistaken, Galioygo, I'm an admiral of the v.-hitc, 
and admiral of the fleet into the bargain. 1 know my own 

" I knows that as well as you does yourself, Sir Jarvy," 
answered Galley <io, whose grammar had rather become 
confirmed than improve:.!, by time, " or as well as the First 
Lord himself. But Admiral Blue was once your best friend, 
nnd I doesn't at all admire at your lorgetting him — one of 
these long nights you 'il be Ibrgetting wie." 

" I beg your pardon, Cal'.eygo ; I rather think not. I ro- 
member you, when a very young man." 

" Well, and so you mought remember Admiral Blue, if 
you 'd just try. I know'd ye both when voting luffs, my- 
self." 
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"This is a painful scene," observed the stranger to Sir 
Wycherly, with a melancholy smile. " This gentleman is 
now at the tomb of his dearest friend ; and vet, as you see. 
he appears to have losf all recollection that such a person 
ever existed. For what do we live, if a few brief years are 
to render our mciriorics such vacant spots !" 

" Has he been long in this way 1" asked Lady Wycho- 
combe, with interest. 

The stranger stm-i'.-.-rt a! !]io so;;:id of her voice. He looked 
intently into the late of the still iiiir speaker, before he an- 
sivered ; then lie bowed, and replied — 

" He has been failing lor the last five years, though his 
last visit here was much less painful than this. But are 
our own memories |ieHi/ei. I— Purely, I have seen that face 
before I— These wing ladies, too — " 

"Geoffrey — dear cousin Geoffrey !" exclaimed Lady 
Wychecombc, holding out both her hands, "It is — it musi 
be Ihe Duke of Glamorgan, Wycherly!" 

No further explanations were needed. All the parties re- 
cognised each other in an instant. They had not met for 
many — many years, and each had passed the period of life 
when the greatest, change occurs in the physical appearance; 
but, now that the ice was broken, a iiood of recollections 
poured in. The duke, or Geoffrey Cleveland, as we prefer 
to call him, kissed his cousin and her daughters with frank 
affection, for no change of oooduion had altered his simple 
sea-habits, and he shook hands with the gentlemen, with a 
cordiality like [hat of old times. All this, however, was 
unheeded by Sir Gervaise, who sal looking at the monu- 
ment, in a dull apathy. 

" Galleygo," he said ; but Galleygo had placed himself 
before Sir Wjcherly, and fhmst out a hand that looked like 
a bunch of knuckles. 

"I knows ye !" exclaimed ilirj steward, with a grin. " 1 
know'd ye in the oiling yonder, but I couldn't make out 
your number. Lord, sir, if this doesn't brighten Sir Jarvy 
up, again, and put him in mind of old times, I shall begin to 
think we have run out cable to the better end." 

"I will speak to him, duke, if you think it advisable?" 
said Sir Wycherly, in an inquiring manner. 
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"Galleygo," put in Sir C.ervaise, " what lubber fitted that 
cablet--— he lias turned in the clench the wrong way." 

" Ay — ay— sir, they -is yri-:i*. libbers, thorn stone-cutters, 
Sir Jarvy ; and they knows about as much of ships, as ships 
knows of them. But here is young Sir Wycherly Wycho- 
eombe come to see you — the old Hin's nevy." 

" Sir Wycherly, you are a very welcome guest. Bowl- 
dero is a poor place for y gentleman of your merit; but such 
as it is, it is entirely at your seivioc. What did you say the 
gentleman's name was, Galleygot" 

"Sir Wycherly VVydiceombe, t.ho young \m — the old 'un 
slipped the night as wo moored in his house." 

" I hope, Sir Gervaiso, I have not entirety passed from 
your recollection; il would grieve me sadly to think so. 
And my poor uncle, too ; he who died of apoplexy in youi 
presence!" 

" Nullus, nulla, nullum. That's good Latin, hey! Duke? 
Nullius, nullius, nullius. My memory is excellent, gentle- 
men ; nominative, pernio ; genitive, pamn:, and so on." 

" Now, Sir Jarvy, since you're veering out your Latin, / 
should likes to know if you can tell a ' clove -hitch' from a 
carriek-bend?'" 

"That is an extraordinary question, Galleygo, to put to 
an old son man!" 

"Well, if you remembers that, why can't you just OS 
reasonably remember yonv old friend, Admiral Bluet" 

" Admiral of the blue 1 I do recollect many admirals of 
the blue. They ough! to make mo an admiral of the blue, 
duke; I've boon n reav-admlral long enough. " 

" You 've been ;m admiral of the blue once ; and that's 
onough Tor any man," interrupted (.ialleygo, again in his 
fwsitive manner ; " and it isn't five minutes since you know'd 
your own rank as well as the Secretary to the Admi- 
ralty himself. He veers and hauls, in this fashion, on an 
idee, gentlemen, until he doesn't know one end of it from 

" This is not uncommon with men of great age," observed 
the duke. " They sometimes remember the things of their 
youth, while the whole of later life is a blank. I have 
iemarked this with our venerable friend, in whose mind I 
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think it will not be difficult, however, lo revive the recol- 
lection oi' Admiral jllnewaler, and even of yourself, Sn 
Wycberly. Lei me make the eiibr!, Gulleygo." 

" Yes, Lord Geoffrey," for so- the steward always ealleo 
the quondam reeler, " you docs handle him more like a 
quick- working boat, than any on us; and so I'll take an 
hopportunity of just overhauling our old lieutenant's young 
'uns, and of seeing what sort of craft he has set afloat for 
the next generation." 

"Sir Gervaise," said tin; Duke, leaning over the chair, 
"here is Sir Wycberly Wyehc(.iombe ; who once served a 
short time with its as a lieutenant ; it was when you were 
in the Plantagenel. You remember the Plantagenet, I trust, 
my dear sir?" 

"The Plantagcncts? Certainly, duke; I read all about 
them when a bow Edwards, and Henrys, and Richards — ' 
at the last name he slopped ; !he muscles of his face twitched, 
for memory had touched a chord that was always sensitive. 
But it was too laintly, to produce more than a pause. 

" There, now," growled (.hdley^o, in Agnes' face, he being 
just then employed in surveying her through a pair of sil- 
ver spectacles that were u present from his master, " you 
see, he has forgotten the old Planter; and the next thing, 
he'll forget to eat his dinner. It's wicked, Sir Jarvy, to 
Ibrget such a ship." 

" I trust, at least, you have not forgotten Richard Blue- 
water?" continued ilie Duke, " he who (ell in our Insi aei.ion 
with the Comtc dc Vcrvillin 1 ?" 

A gleam of intelligence .shot into the rigid and wrinkled 
face; the eye lighted, and a painlul smile struggled around 
the lips. 

" What, Dick /" he exclaimed, in a voice stronger than 
that in which he had previously spoken. "Dick/ hey i 
duke? good, excellent Dick? We were midshipmen to- 
gether, my lord duke : .and I. loved him like a brother 1" 

"I knew you did ! and I dare say now you can recollect 
the melancholy occasion of his death 1" 

" Is Dick dead ?" asked (he admiral, with a vacant gaze, 

"Lord— Lord, Sir Tarvy, ynu knows he is, and that 'ere 
marvel con structure is his monerment — now you mux*, f- 
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member the old Planter, and [he Comity of Fairy illian, and 
the threshing we guvVI him?" 

" Pardon mo, Callevgo; there is no occasion lor warmth. 
When I was a midshipman, warmth of expression was dis- 
approved of by all the elder officers." 

" You cause me to lose ground," said the Duke, looking 
at the steward by way of bidding him lie silent: "is it not 
extraordinary, Sir Wycherly, how Ins mind reverts to his 
youth, overlooking the scenes of hi'cr life! Yes, Dick is 
dead, Sir Gervnise. I le ibd in that battle in which you were 
doubled on by the French — when you had le Foudroyant 
on one side of you, and le Pinto n on the other — " 

"Irtmember it/" interrupted Kir (iervaise, in a clear 
strong voice, his eye flashing with someihing like the fire 
of youth — "I remember it ! Le Foudroyant was on our 
starboard beam ; le Pluton a little on our larboard bow — 
Bunting had gone aloft to look out for Bluewaler — no — pool 
Bunting was killed — " 

"Sir Wycherly "Wyi.'hecombe, who afterwards married 
Mildred Bluewater, Dick's niece," put in the baronet, him- 
self, almost as eager as the admiral bad now become ; " Sil 
Wycherly Wycbecombe had been aloft, but was returned 
lo report the PUltoli coming down!" 

"So he did! — God bless him! A clever youth, and he 
did marry Dick's niece. God bless them both. Well, sir, 
you 're a stranger, hut the story will interest you. There 
we fay, almost smothered in (be smoke, with one two-decker 
at work on our starboard beam, and another hammering 
away on the larboard bow, with our top-masts over the side, 
and the guns firing through the wreck." 

"Ay, now you 're gt.itiug it like a book !" exclaimed Gal- 
eygo exulting! y, flourishing his slick, and strutting about 
the little chapel ; " that 's just the way things was, as I 
knows from seeing 'em!" 

" i 'tn quite certain I 'm right, Galleygo?" 

"Right! your honour's rhrhtev than any log-hook in tha 
fleet. Give it to 'em.Sir.larvy, htrboai'd and starboard !" 

"That we did— that we did" — continued the old man 
earnestly, becoming even grand in aspect, as be rose, al- 
ways gentleman- like and graceful, but filled with all his 
wilivefire, "that did we! do Vervilhn was on our right. 
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